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APPENDIX 1:  POLICY BACKGROUND 

Introduction 
 
1. This section brings together the policy context for the Stoke Sport and 

Physical Activity Strategy from the national, regional and local levels.  It 
addresses policies relating to: 

 
• Sport and active recreation 
• Statutory planning  
• Health  
• Crime 
• Culture 

Sport and active recreation  

National level 
 
Game Plan (2002)  

 
2. Game Plan outlined the Government’s long-term vision for increasing 

participation and high performance in sport.  By 2020, it intended to: 
 

increase significantly levels of sport and physical activity, particularly 
among disadvantaged groups, and to achieve sustained levels of success 
in international competition. 

 
3. The Plan aimed to do this by encouraging the growth of a mass 

participation culture and enhancing international success.  It included an 
ambitious target of getting 70% of the population to become reasonably 
active (30 minutes of moderate activity five times a week) by 2020, from a 
starting point of approximately 30%. 
 

4. Game Plan was superseded in 2008 by the DCMS “Playing to Win” 
strategy. 
 

Playing to Win (2008) 
 
5. Playing to Win is an overarching strategy to get more people taking up 

sport and building a world-leading sports development system in England. 
The aims are: 

 
• To engage a million more people in regular sport participation; 
• To produce a seamless ladder of talent development from school to 

elite level, with opportunities for more competition and more 
coaching at  each level; and 

• To ensure every member of the sporting family, and every part of 
Government, plays a part.  
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6.  It defines a more strategic role for Sport England by commissioning sport 
development through the following bodies: 
 

• The Youth Sports Trust, to provide high quality coaching and 
competitive opportunities to all young people, for five hours every 
week, and to help them move to the club system; 

• UK Sport, to create support systems and clear pathways to success 
for the most promising and talented performers; and 

• National Governing Bodies, to expand participation and provide 
more quality coaching from more people in return for greater 
freedom and control over public funds. 

 
Grow Sustain Excel - Sport England Strategy (2008 – 2011)   

 
7. With the Olympics and Paralympics due to come to the UK in 2012 the 

government asked Sport England to review its approach to community 
sport in England. 

 
8.  The strategy aims to ensure that: 
 

• A substantial and growing number of people from across the 
community play sport; 

 
• Talented people from all backgrounds are identified early, nurtured and 

have the opportunity to progress to the elite level; and 
 

• Everyone who plays sport has a quality experience and is able to fulfil 
their potential. 

 
9. In the future Sport England’s role will be to focus exclusively on sport 

rather than the broader physical activity agenda being driven by a number 
of departments, including the Department of Health and Department of 
Transport. Whilst sport has the ability to play a major role in achieving 
wider social and economic benefits, the driving force behind this Strategy 
and investment is to address the needs of sport participants across the 
country. 
 

10. Sport England will continue to work with the Youth Sport Trust to ensure 
that young people have the opportunity to participate in a minimum of five 
hours high-quality PE and sport each week.  They will also jointly focus on 
reducing the drop-off in participation at the age of 16, partly by facilitating 
the development of a modern sports club network in partnership with 
National Governing Bodies. The resulting multi-sport clubs will provide a 
diverse range of opportunities to fit with modern lifestyles and needs. 

 
11. As a result of these changes it is hoped that there will be increasing 

participation in NGB-accredited clubs by a third of all 5-16 year-olds by 
2010. 
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12. NGBs will be ‘commissioned’ by Sport England to deliver against the key 
outcomes highlighted above. The NGBs will have greater autonomy over 
the investment of public funds within their sport, along with greater 
responsibility for the delivery of the outcomes. 

 
13. During the second half of 2008 NGBs developed their Whole-Sport Plans 

to illustrate how they propose to deliver against these outcomes. These 
plans will be assessed and reviewed by Sport England, with NGBs then 
being given a single four-year grant to deliver. 

 
14. Coaches and volunteers will continue to play a critical role in the 

achievement of all three public outcomes; developing talent, improving 
satisfaction and encouraging participation.  Sport England will work with 
NGB’s to support and develop this involvement.  

 
15.  As a consequence of its new strategy Sport England is committed to 

delivering: 
 

• 1 million people doing more sport by 2012-13; 
• A reduction in post-16 drop-off in at least five sports by 25% by 2012-

13 (the sports have not yet been identified); 
• A quantifiable increase in satisfaction (the actual measure has yet to be 

determined); 
• Improved talent development systems in at least 25 sports (again, the 

actual sports have not yet been identified; 
• A major contribution to the delivery of the five hour sport offer. 

 
Sport Playing Its Part 
 
16. This is a series of reports published by Sport England, DCMS local 

government board and the Local Government Association evidencing the 
contribution of sport to a wider agenda. 
 
Healthier Communities 
 

17. The Chief Medical Officer (CMO) report in 2004 confirmed that regular 
participation in sport can reduce the likelihood of ill- health and illnesses, 
reduce the mortality risk, help to tackle obesity, support healthy growth in 
young people, encourage the adoption of a healthy lifestyle, contribute to 
older people leading more independent lives, reduce healthcare costs and 
reduce workplace absence. 
 
Safe, Strong and Sustainable Communities 
 

18. This report proposed that sport has the ability to strengthen community 
cohesion, reduce youth crime and anti-social behaviour, reduce accidents 
and fear of crime, improve the quality of the built and natural environment, 
create a sense of place and encourage sustainable travel. 
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Economic Vitality and Workforce Development 
 

19. This report argued that sport has the power to provide direct employment, 
contribute to economic output, act as a catalyst for investment and 
regeneration, assist in developing a positive image, improve the 
attractiveness of an area for business investment and as a place to live, 
work and visit, improve the skills and qualifications of the workforce and 
reduce the cost to the economy of workplace absence due to ill health. 
 
Meeting the Needs of Children and Young People 
 

20. This report noted that sport plays a part in contributing to the Every Child 
Matters outcomes of being health, staying safe, enjoying and achieving, 
making a positive outcome and achieving economic well-being. 
 

 
 Audit Commission: Public Sports & Recreation Services – Making Them Fit  
 For The Future (2006) 

 
21. The Audit Commission, in association with Sport England, undertook a 

study to examine how local authorities in England are managing the 
provision of public sports and recreation facilities, as well as their attempts 
to improve access and value for money. 
 

           Summary of recommendations: 
 

22. The study observed that councils should improve the strategic planning of 
sports and recreation provision and increase overall efficiency by: 

 
• Assessing current and future sports and recreation needs; 
• Forming partnerships to aid the planning, procurement and delivery of 

services; 
• Appraising the options for delivery and test the market to ensure that 

the best value option is identified; and 
• Improving the collection, analysis and use of performance information. 

 
 

23. Government should: 
 
• Ensure greater coherence of funding streams and initiatives across 

government departments; 
• Ensure that schools seek specialist advice at an early planning stage 

on the design and management of school community sports facilities; 
• Develop concise guidance and advocate the use of standard contract 

documentation for procurement of contracts; 
• Promote opportunities for councils to work together in strategic 

partnerships; 
• Use Centres of Excellence and their partners as regional advocates of 

those procurement standards and guidance and capacity building, 
advice and training. 
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 Physical Education and Sport Strategy for Young People (2008) 
 
24. Published in January 2008, PSSYP outlines the Government’s 

achievement to date and the future action required, building on the 
previous Physical Education School Sport Club Links (PESSCL) strategy. 
Additional work identified includes: 

 
• Creating new sporting opportunities for young people in the Further 

Education (FE) sector by appointing FE sport co-ordinators, linked to 
School Sport Partnerships; 

• Investing in more coaching in schools, FE colleges and community 
sports networks; 

• Providing a more attractive range of sporting activity based on what 
young people say they want; 

• Creating a national network – one in each partnership – of multi-sport 
clubs for young people with disabilities; 

• Establishing a National School Sport Week, championed by Dame 
Kelly Holmes, motivating young people to take part in competitive sport. 
 

Youth Matters 
 
25. Youth Matters, the Government’s Youth Green paper was published in July 

2005 and following a period of consultation, Youth Matters – Next Steps 
was published in early 2006. This sets out the vision for empowering 
young people, giving them somewhere to go, something to do and 
someone to talk to.  

 
26. Key to sport’s contribution is Chapter 3 on Empowering Young People: 

Things to do and Places to go. This focuses on the opportunities that the 
2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games in London will bring and the 
tremendous incentive for all young people to participate in a whole range 
of positive sporting, volunteering and cultural activities. 

 
27. There is reference to the Extended Schools programme and central 

Government support to increase sporting opportunities for older teenagers 
and those not in school by investing in a network of local youth sport 
development managers. In addition they will be piloting ‘opportunity cards’ 
to use on sport and other constructive activities. 

 
“Promoting and creating built or natural environments that encourage and 
support physical activity” 

 
28. The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) published 

this report in January 2008. It provides guidance for professionals with a 
direct or indirect role or responsibility for the built or natural environment. 
This includes those working in local authorities and the education, 
community, voluntary and private sectors.  
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29.  There are recommendations in relation to transport, public open spaces, 
buildings and schools. The key messages concern ensuring the potential 
for physical activity is maximised in any planned developments and 
ensuring that local services are easily accessible on foot or by bicycle. It 
also stresses the need to ensure children can participate in physically 
active play.  

 
30. All of the recommendations in the document will help to address the 

government’s Public Service Agreement targets for: 
 

• Improving the health and wellbeing of children and young people; 
• Promoting better health and wellbeing for all; 
• Increasing the uptake of cultural and sporting opportunities by adults 

and young people aged 16 and above; and 
• Delivering a successful Olympic Games in 2012 and a sustainable 

legacy. 
 

Choosing Health 
 
31. Choosing Health the white paper published by the Department of Health in 

2004 specifically refers to the impact of physical activity on health. The 
strategy is underpinned by three core principles. 
 

• Informed choice: giving people credible and trustworthy information 
to enable them to make their own decisions about choices that 
impact on their health; 

• Personalisation:  tailored support/services to meet individual needs; 
and 

• Working together:  effective partnership working across 
communities. 

 
32. Priorities for action that were identified: 

 
• Reducing the number of people who smoke; 
• Reducing obesity and improving diet and nutrition; 
• Increasing exercise; 
• Encouraging and supporting sensible drinking; 
• Improving sexual health; and 
• Improving mental health. 

 
Sport Nation Think Tank 

 
33. Two other significant documents produced in 2006 and 2007 come from 

Sport Nation. This is an independent sports think-tank which aims to 
radically change views on key issues in sport in the run up to the London 
2012 Olympics. The panel is made up of some of the most influential 
thinkers in British sport, business and academia: 
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“Are we missing the coach for 2012?” examines Britain’s current 
coaching structures and identified a number of barriers that prevent gifted 
and talented young performers from reaching their maximum potential. 
These include: 

 
• Weaknesses in the coaching system for ensuring that talented athletes 

access appropriate coaching support of sufficient quality, when and 
where they require it; 

• Funding deficiencies at the crucial developmental levels; 
• A limited pool of talented coaches; 
• An over-reliance on volunteerism as the backbone of our coaching 

system; 
• A filtering effect in sport which makes it less likely that sports 

participants, who are members of minority groups, will progress to high 
performance levels, coaching and to other sports delivery roles; 

• A lack of any systematic strategies to address the issues raised by 
current trends in family life that make it difficult for many families to 
support young talented performers to the extent expected. 

 
“A Sporting Chance” states that many children are missing out on 
sporting  opportunities because of the time of year in which they are born 
(i.e. spring and summer). The report found that this had a knock-on effect 
in schools where there could be a year’s difference in age between 
children in the same class. Evidence showed that often the younger ones 
were ignored in favour of their older friends. Potential solutions put forward 
included the need to review the competition structure by each sport and to 
rethink game formats to widen opportunities.  
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Statutory planning policies 

National  

Planning Policy Guidance Note 17  
 
34. Planning Policy Guidance Notes set out the Government’s national policies 

on different aspects of planning.  PPG17 states “the government expects 
all local authorities to carry out assessments of needs and audits of open 
space and sports and recreational facilities”.  Well designed and 
implemented planning policies for open space, sport and recreation are 
fundamental to delivering broader Government objectives, which include: 
supporting an urban renaissance; supporting a rural renewal; promotion of 
social inclusion and community cohesion; health and well being and; 
promoting more sustainable development. 

 
35. The policy guidance highlights the requirement for local authority decisions 

regarding open space, sport and recreation to be informed by local needs 
assessments and an audit of existing provision. Such audits should 
incorporate qualitative, quantitative and accessibility considerations. 

 
36. This Framework provides guidance as to the potential priorities for each 

local authority, a methodology for assessing sports facility needs at a local 
level, and an approach towards a hierarchy of provision that can be 
adopted across all authorities.   
 

Regional  

West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy  
 
37. The RSS is part of the national planning system and links to the Regional 

Economic Strategy. Its main purpose is to provide a long term land use 
and transport planning framework for the region up to 2021. Incorporating 
the Regional Transport Strategy it focuses on the things that will make 
the West Midlands a better place in which to live and work. For example: 

• the amount of housing that should be built in different parts of the 
region; 

• which city and town centres should be targeted for growth; 
• where major new employment sites are needed; 
• how and where the environment should be improved; 
• the priorities for transport investment. 

38. It is a statutory document first published in 2004 but subsequently revised 
to develop the strategy further particularly in relation to the Black Country.   
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39.  The RSS vision is for a region: 
 
• where there are opportunities for all to progress and improve their 

quality of life; 
• with an advanced, thriving and diverse economy occupying a 

competitive position within European and World markets; 
• where urban and rural renaissance is successfully being achieved; 
• with diverse and distinctive cities, towns, sub-regions and communities 

with Birmingham as a “World City” at its heart; 
• which is recognised for its distinctive, high quality natural and built 

environment; 
• with an efficient network of integrated transport facilities and services 

which meet the needs of both individuals and the business community 
in the most sustainable way; and 

• where all Regional interests are working together towards a commonly 
agreed sustainable future. 
 

40. The RSS contains a number of policies which are relevant to the Facilities 
Framework including: 

Urban Renaissance 

UR3 – Enhancing the role of City, Town and District Centres 
 
UR4 – Social Infrastructure 
 
Prosperity For All 
 
PA2 – Urban Regeneration Zones 
 
PA10 – Tourism and Culture 
 
Transport and Accessibility 
 
T2 – Reducing the need to travel 
 
T3 – Walking and Cycling 

 
41. The Phase 2 revision introduced a new policy (SR2) which aims, in part, to 

ensure new local development deliver sports facilities as part of the 
sustainable communities objectives.  
 

42. The Phase 3 revision (currently underway) will cover Culture and Sport.  
 
Connecting to Success - the Regional Economic Strategy’s (2007) 

 
43. The strategy’s vision is for the West Midlands “to be a global centre where 

people and businesses choose to connect”. It focuses on three strands of 
economic development all of which the Facilities Framework can 
contribute towards: 
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• Becoming a more prosperous region, but recognising that economic 

growth must support overall improvements in the quality of life and well-
being of all the region’s residents; 

• Becoming a more cosmopolitan and inclusive region, making full use of 
the skills and talents of our people and ensuring equality of opportunity, 
across the region, in relation to the wealth and prosperity generated 
through continued economic growth; 

• Becoming a more sustainable region, correctly valuing our natural, 
historic and cultural assets, seeking to minimise our use of the planet’s 
resources and preparing for a low-carbon future. 
 

 West Midlands Visitor Economy Strategy (2008) 
 

44. This strategy recognises the significant and direct contribution to the 
regional economy through visitor spend and recognises that the visitor 
economy can create demand for additional cultural, sports and leisure 
facilities that help improve the quality of life for people living in the region. 
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Health Policies 

National 

Choosing Health: Making Healthier Choices Easier. Government White 
Paper 2004 
 
45. Choosing health sets out how the Government will work to provide more of 

the opportunities, support and information people want to enable them to 
choose health. It aims to inform and encourage people as individuals, and 
to help shape the commercial and cultural environment we live in so that it 
is easier to choose a healthy lifestyle. 

 
46. Provision, protection and enhancement of sports facilities coupled with 

sports development and health education will support people to choose 
healthy lifestyles. 

At Least 5 times a week 
 

47. The Chief Medical Officer's report, At Least 5 times a week (Department of 
Health 2004), unequivocally sets out the evidence of the impact of physical 
activity on health, and the need for a significant culture shift to ensure that 
everyone becomes more active. 

 
48. Sport contributes to good health by reducing the likelihood of ill health and 

illnesses and by reducing the mortality risk – expert review of the evidence 
available has confirmed that regular participation in sport reduces the risk 
of cardiovascular disease, diabetes, some types of cancer, obesity, 
hypertension, osteoporosis, musculoskeletal problems and mental health 
problems such as anxiety and depression.  Sport can also provide support 
post illness or injury to speed recovery and to prevent reoccurrence of a 
health problem. 

 
49. Obesity has emerged as a new and serious threat to health with 22.1% of 

men and 22.8% of women in England classed as clinically obese and 16% 
of children aged 2-15 years.  Obesity is rising dramatically, and if current 
growth rates continue, a third of all adults will be obese by 2010. Regular 
participation in sport can play a key role in weight management, and also 
helps to reduce the risk of illness and premature death in overweight and 
obese people. 

 
50. Establishing a regular habit of participating in sport can provide a stronger 

platform for the maintenance of good health throughout life.  Sport can 
also encourage the adoption of a healthy lifestyle by young people.  It 
increases knowledge and understanding of how to be healthy, and 
positively influences other factors, such as self-confidence, that contribute 
to health issues such as teenage pregnancy, drug and alcohol misuse. 
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51. Sport can be of benefit to older people. Participation in sport by older 
adults will improve fitness and mobility, which can help to prevent 
accidents and falls, and enable people to lead more independent lives. 

 
52. Having a more active community can reduce healthcare costs and 

workplace absence - the contribution that sport makes to health has an 
economic benefit. The annual costs of physical inactivity in England are 
estimated at £8.2 billion, with a further estimate of £2.5 billion costs 
attributed to the contribution of inactivity to obesity Choosing Activity: a 
physical activity action plan 2005.  The report Health Survey for England 
(2002, Department of Health) estimated that absence from work costs UK 
businesses over £11 billion each year.  Sport can contribute to a reduction 
in the cost to businesses of absenteeism and of ill health, as well as 
reducing the level of primary care services that have to be provided. 

 

Regional  
 

53. The West Midlands Regional Observatory summaries the regionally 
distinctive health position in the West Midlands as:  

• Infant mortality rate is worse in the region than anywhere else in 
England, while the national rate is itself high compared to many other 
EU States.  

• Teenage pregnancy in the region is higher than the English average, 
though not the highest of the English regions. It is higher in the 
conurbations than elsewhere, but the rate has been falling in recent 
years.  

• Life expectancy at birth is below the national average and is lower in 
areas with high levels of deprivation. Women in the region can expect 
to live on average 5 years longer than men.  

• The West Midlands has one of the highest levels of adult obesity, with a 
greater proportion of women being obese than men. 

 
54. More detailed facts drawn from wider research show:  

 
• There is a difference of over four years in life expectancy for a boy born 

in the Heart of Birmingham Primary Care Trust area who would have 
the lowest life expectancy in the West Midlands, compared to a boy 
born in the Solihull Primary Care Trust area, who would have the 
highest;   

• 23% of men are obese, and a further 43% overweight; 
• 29% of women are obese, and a further 31% overweight; 
• Those living in the more deprived areas are more likely to be obese 

than those living in less deprived areas; 
• 16% of children in the West Midlands are obese; 
• More than a quarter of both men and women in the West Midlands 

smoke; 
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• There is increasing emphasis on improving the mental health of the 
population, including children, and the recognition of the links between 
mental and physical health.  However there is no health target relating 
to using physical activity to improve mental health;   

• The Regional Lifestyle Survey shows that nearly one in three of those 
aged over 75 years say that they are not moderately physically active 
on even one day per week.   However there are no health targets 
relating to physical activity and older people. 
 

55. In response to the health issues and wider agenda, the West Midlands 
Regional Plan for Sport (2004), identified 16 priority actions to increase 
and improve levels of sport and physical activity in the region.  

West Midlands Public Health Group 
 

56. The “Everyday Sport” campaign has been taken on board by the West 
Midlands Public Health Group, which has also pledged to encourage other 
regional organisations to sign up.   This is will help to ensure that activities 
that will reduce obesity levels in adults and children are identified as key 
elements of the Local Area Agreements. 

Regional Health Partnership 
 
57. The Regional Health Partnership has aligned its work programme with the 

Sport England Regional Plan for Sport in the West Midlands with the aim 
to ‘increase regional participation in activity by 50,000 per year’. 

 
58. They identified the key issues in report “Promoting a Physical Activity 

Programme” (September 2005), which included amongst others that there 
was no clear link between physical activity and health priorities, and that 
there were a number of ‘pilots’ but limited identification of good practice, 
and insufficient dissemination of the results.  It was suggested that the 
focus for the future should be around young and / or older people.   

WM Health and Well Being Strategy (2008) 
 

59. The WM Regional Assembly produced a consultation document entitled 
‘Healthy Choices?  You Decide’ in spring 2007, which completed its 
consultation stage in July 2007.  It has a number of headings with specific 
objectives, the key ones relating to the Regional Sports Facilities 
Framework include: 

Planning, Transport & Health 
 

• Promote health and well-being as an integral part of the social, 
environmental and physical regeneration of our towns, cities and rural 
areas and evaluate the benefits; 
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• Encourage the health sector, local government and other major 
employers to use their influence as service providers, property 
developers and employers to support the creation of more sustainable 
communities where services are appropriate and accessible to those 
they serve. Depending on circumstances, this may mean putting 
facilities in accessible places, or bringing services to people; employing 
and training local people to fill jobs and making sure that buildings add 
their surroundings and minimise their impact on the environment; 

 
• Proactively encourage workplaces to have active travel plans, which 

promote walking, cycling and the use of public transport. 
 

Housing and health 
 

• Support and encourage better design of new developments to provide 
safe access to work, services and which promote positive health and 
well-being for example, through the provision of cycle and walking 
routes when designing new estates. 
 

Environment and Health 
 

• Increase the number of people using the Region’s countryside and 
green spaces, in particular to meet emerging standards for accessible 
local green space; 

 
• Reduce the number of people in the Region who do no physical 

activity. 

Economy and Health 
 

• Use investment in the health and social care sector as a driver for 
economic growth. 

Culture, Physical Activity and Health 
 

• Achieve a 1% year on year increase in the physical activity levels of the 
population of the Region and reduce the number of people in the 
Region doing no physical activity, sport and active recreation; 

 
• Secure a long-term health and physical activity legacy from the 2012 

Olympic and Paralympic Games for the West Midlands. Capitalise on 
the hosting of high profile sports events nationally and regionally; 

 
• Capitalise on the planning system to assist with the provision of sports 

and leisure facilities; 
 

• Improve the quantity, quality and accessibility of cultural opportunities 
and places for children and young people (up to 25 years of age). 
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Safer Communities and Health 
 

• Proactively strengthen and develop partnerships at regional, sub regional 
and local levels to promote community safety. 

Children & Young People 
• Reduce childhood obesity. 

Later Life 
• To recognise and make plans for changes in population structure over the 

next 25 years. 
 

Primary Care Trusts 
 
60. The Primary Care Trusts in the region have also agreed to sign up to the 

“Everyday Sport” campaign and are committed to ensuring that activities 
that will reduce obesity levels in adults and children are included in Local 
Area Agreements. 

 

Crime Policies 
 

61. It has been proven that sport can be used effectively to help to prevent 
crime and also as a diversionary tool to assist those who are heading 
down the route of being involved in crime. There is however little reference 
to sport in regional crime and community safety strategies, except in 
relation to the Positive Activities for Young People programme.   

 

Positive Activities for Young People 
 

62. The Positive Activities for Young People (PAYP) Programme provides 
activities during holiday periods and on-going support through key workers 
to young people aged 8 to 19 years who are deemed to be at risk of 
involvement in offending and anti-social behaviour.  The PAYP programme 
has clear objectives to reduce crime amongst young people, support them 
in education and promote community cohesion, through the provision of 
quality arts, sports and cultural activities, and individual key worker 
support. 

 
63. A wide range of sporting activities ranging from abseiling to tennis is 

provided at a local level to encourage take-up, and to improve accessibility 
and longer term usage. Young people who show a particular interest or 
talent are encouraged and supported to continue with the activities both on 
return to school, and in subsequent holiday periods. 

 
64. It is widely recognised that sport can have an impact on the young people 

targeted through PAYP by providing challenge and adventure and, in doing 
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so, engender self-respect, esteem, confidence and leadership abilities and 
make a positive contribution to reducing anti-social behaviour.  

 
65. In the West Midlands, many agencies and providers have been 

commissioned to provide sports activities. This has ranged from; Local 
Authority Sports Development Teams such as within Coventry City Council 
and Dudley MBC; to private sector organisations such as Pertemps, 
Coachright, and Local Leagues in Birmingham; and micro organizations 
such as the Hoops basketball scheme in Birmingham. Other 
commissioned agencies such as Youth Inclusion Projects are also using 
sport as part of a wider package. 

 
66. The PAYP programme has been most successful:  

 
• When partners have ensured a co-ordinated approach to local delivery. 
• When the needs of young people have been identified through 

outreach work. 
• When activities are built in to current sporting practice. 
• Where structures exist which ensure young people’s involvement is of 

high quality, appropriate, developmental, and sustainable. 
• Where the local community are involved in delivery. 
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Stoke on Trent policies 
 

Sustainable Community Strategy 2004- 2014 
 

67. The vision for the Community Strategy, which was updated in 2007 is:  
 

‘By 2014 Stoke-on-Trent will be a thriving and diverse city where people want 
to live, work and study’ 

 

Themes  
 

68. The Strategy themes are:   
 

• Fostering a Healthier City where communities live longer in a caring 
environment and enjoy a better quality of life. 

 
• Encouraging a Safer City where individuals and communities feel safe 

and neighbourhoods are increasingly free from crime. 
 

• Inspiring a Learning City where people are encouraged to learn, 
engage creatively to develop their skills and improve their opportunities 
of getting a job and increasing their income. 

 
• Creating a Wealthier City with good job prospects and good wage 

levels, where businesses are supported and new businesses are 
attracted to provide a diverse economy, with a good transportation 
system linking people and communities to their place of work. 

 
• Creating a Green City that provides well maintained open spaces with 

excellent facilities, and that seeks to provide a quality environment 
through its commitment to sustainable development. 

 
• Ensuring that Stoke-on-Trent has a Strong Sense of Community with 

equal opportunities for all where diversity is recognised and celebrated. 
Providing good quality services and the opportunity for all people to 
take part in community life and influence the regeneration of their 
neighbourhoods and the City. 

 

Priorities 
 

A Healthier City 
 

• Deliver the Obesity Strategy 
• Implement healthy eating initiatives such as the National School Fruit 

Scheme 
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• Promote physical activity through initiatives such as Walking to Health 
and the GP Referral Scheme 

• Work with the Environment and Education groups to provide well 
maintained parks, open spaces, sports and recreation facilities to 
enable people to enjoy a healthy lifestyle, including a submission to 
designate the City a Sports Action Zone.  

• There are a range of PIs linked to this section but only a general one 
about increasing levels of physical activity – no % targets about 3 x 30 
and nothing about reducing levels of obesity. 

 
  A Safer City 
 

• Tackling the causes of crime and disorder 
• Reducing crime and the fear of crime  
• Promoting safer communities  
• Reducing the misuse of drugs and alcohol and associated problems  

 
Learning City 

 
• Raise aspirations  
• Raise achievement  
• To be an inclusive City / raising skills  
• Increase participation  

 
 

A Wealthier City 
 

• To create a culture of enterprise and innovation and make Stoke-on-
Trent a good place to do business. 

• To make Stoke-on-Trent an investment location  
• To provide new quality jobs for our communities  
• To develop the physical infrastructure to drive economic improvement 

 
A Green City 

 
• To provide a landscape to be proud of  
• To provide well used, well maintained. 
• To provide good quality pedestrian and cycle routes  
• To improve energy efficiency across the City. 
• To create a Cleaner City  
• To protect our Natural Heritage 
• To develop an Environmentally Aware City 

 
 
69. All of the above have a number of related Performance Indicators but none 

which impact upon sport and physical activity.  
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70. In developing the 10 year vision, the priorities identified by local people were:  
 

• More cultural and leisure facilities 
• Better health care to help you live longer 
• Better care for your children 
• Better care for our older people 
• Less crime and less fear of crime 
• More local policing 
• Less anti-social behaviour 
• Better management of drug and alcohol problems 
• High performing schools and colleges 
• Opportunities for life long learning 
• More local facilities for young people 
• Better behaved young people 
• More high skilled jobs 
• More encouragement for local businesses 
• Regeneration of the individual towns 
• Redevelopment of empty premises and derelict buildings 
• Higher wage levels 
• Better housing 
• A clean city with maintained parks and green areas 
• More recycling opportunities and less litter 
• An effective road network 
• An efficient public transport system 
• A strong sense of community spirit and access for all into the decision 

making process that will improve the quality of life of all residents. 
 

Corporate Plan for 2007-2010 
 
71. The Corporate Plan has five priorities: 

 
• Better outcomes for children and young people 
• Safer, stronger, cleaner and greener communities 
• Health and independence of adults 
• Economic development and enterprise 
• Improved service delivery and value for money 

 

Relevant objectives of the Plan 
 

Better outcomes for children and young people 
 

• Promote the health of children and young people; 
• Increase the number of schools achieving healthy school status to 50% 

 as a percentage of all schools; 
• Increase the take up of sporting activities by 5 – 16 year olds from 68% 

to 70%; 
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• Encourage children and young people to make a positive contribution; 
• Increased access and participation in sports and educational activities 

available for young people and families in the evenings and during 
holidays. 

 
Safer, stronger, cleaner and greener communities 

 
• Have cleaner, safer, greener public places 
• Increase the percentage of residents who are satisfied with local parks 

and open spaces 
• Build respect in communities and reduce anti social behaviour 
• Reduce the number of reports of anti-social behaviour from the 2004/05 

baseline to 20,400 
• Increase the number of young people living in priority neighbourhoods 

who participate in Arts and cultural activities this includes participation 
in sport, visiting museums, theatres and making use of libraries 

 
Health and independence of adults 

 
• Encourage better health in adulthood, preventing unnecessary hospital 

admissions and facilitating timely discharges; 
• Increase the number of adults taking exercise from the 2006 baseline 

to 17.8%. 
 
 

Transforming Stoke on Trent:  Local Area Agreement (January 2006) 
 
72. The transformation will deliver: 

 
• A well-connected City Region with the North Staffordshire conurbation 

at its heart, securing social, economic and environmental prosperity. 
 

• A City where people choose to work and invest; do well; live and feel 
good. 
 

• An improved public service offer which sustains our communities and 
allows them and business to thrive. 
 

• A City where all individuals are valued and given the opportunity to 
thrive and build a citizen focused democracy. 

 
73. The vision has been developed through our Community Strategy, which has 

supported the development of our LAA, and is underpinned by our 
priorities: 

 
• To build a strong community with equal opportunities for all, where 

diversity is recognised and celebrated providing the opportunity for 
people to take part in community life and influence the regeneration of 
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their neighbourhoods and the city. 
 

• To create a prosperous city with good job opportunities and wage 
levels, where businesses are supported and new businesses and 
products are attracted to provide a well-connected, diverse and growing 
economy. 
 

• To create an integrated, sustainable City Region transportation system 
which meets the needs of all stakeholders. 
 

• To create a city that is healthy, where all members of our communities 
live longer and enjoy a better quality of life. 
 

• To create a city where everyone works together enabling all children 
and young people to have a good start in life, protected from harm, to 
fulfil their potential and become responsible adults.  
 
To develop a city where individuals and communities feel safe, 
neighbourhoods are increasingly free from crime and people respect 
each other. 
 

• To inspire a city where people are encouraged to learn, engage 
creatively to develop their skills and improve their chances of obtaining 
higher level employment and increasing their income levels. 
 

• To create a city that provides well designed and maintained open 
spaces, public places, good quality play facilities for our children and a 
sustainable environment for future generations, all contributing to a 
good quality of life. 

 
74.    Underpinning the vision is the need to tackle the causes and 

consequences of social exclusion and develop innovative solutions to 
shifting the focus to preventative actions that will help break the cycle of 
deprivation. The Local Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy, which is based 
on our Knowledge Management approach, has supported the process of 
establishing floor targets to priority neighbourhoods. This enables us to 
better address the needs of the most disadvantaged, and provides a focus, 
through partnership working and a joined up approach to multi-dimensional 
issues, to deliver this agenda. This recognises the importance to the future 
sustainability of Stoke-on-Trent, the City Region, the West Midlands and 
the UK. 

 
The outcomes 
 
75.    The outcomes have been fully informed by the knowledge management 

processes. These have assisted in identifying the evidence base and 
‘drilling’ down targets and actions to the appropriate level. This describes 
activity against three different geographic settings as detailed in the 
outcomes appendices of the LAA.  
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Level 1 City wide. 
 
Level 2 Interventions in priority neighbourhoods as detailed in the 
Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy together with additional priority areas 
as defined in the individual blocks. 
 
Level 3 Refers to the neighbourhoods for very special attention and focus, 
which are Meir North and Meir South (which are also priority 
neighbourhoods as detailed in the Neighbourhood Renewal Strategy and 
incorporate two of the ‘3% worst super output’ areas in England). 

 
 
Children and Young People 
 

• Ensuring a positive start to life. 
• Improved behaviour and better emotional resilience. 
• More fulfilled, inclusive and healthier lifestyles. 
• Improved outcomes for children who are looked after. 
• Improving educational attainment and progression. 

 
Safer and Stronger Communities 
 

• To reduce the levels of crime, the harm caused by illegal drugs and 
reassure the 

• public reducing the fear of crime and anti-social behaviour. 
• To empower local people to have a greater voice and influence over 

local decision 
• making and the delivery of services. 
• To have cleaner, safer and greener public places. 
• To improve the quality of life for people in the most disadvantaged 
• neighbourhoods, ensure providers are more responsive to 

neighbourhood needs 
• and improve their delivery. 
• To build respect in communities and to reduce anti social behaviour. 

 
Healthier Communities and Older People 
 

• Providing a healthy start in life. 
• Better health in adulthood. 
• To improve the independence and quality of life of older and vulnerable 

people. 
• Improving and promoting positive mental heath. 

 
Economic Development and Enterprise 
 

• To raise levels of economic activity and household earnings to the 
national 

• average. 
• To increase the level of enterprise amongst local people. 
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• To support the sustainable growth, and reduce the rate of failure, 
amongst 

• businesses. 
• To attract the appropriate inward investors into the City. 

 

Summary 
 
76.    In conclusion, it can be seen that sport is a ‘good thing’ in its own right as it 

is positive and enjoyable activity for individuals, and brings pride in local 
success.  However, sport and active recreation are much more important 
in relation to the wider agendas of education, health, crime and 
regeneration.  Its place is recognised at national, regional and local levels 
where partnerships are the key to success. 
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APPENDIX 2:  HOUSEHOLD SURVEY FINDINGS 

 

Consultation findings 

1.1 In order to ensure that the Sport & Physical Activity Strategy is based on the needs of 
the local community, the study has involved undertaking a household postal survey 
and a sports club survey. 

Household survey 

 Introduction & profile of respondents 

1.2 In consultation with the client team, a questionnaire was developed to send to a 
random sample of residents across the City.  The survey sought to explore a wide 
range of issues including: 

• the levels of participation in physical activity 

• usage of local facilities  

• views on the adequacy of local facilities provided in terms of quantity, quality 
and accessibility 

• barriers to participation/factors that would encourage increased participation 

• future needs and aspirations 

• the profile of respondents (gender, age, ethnicity etc). 

1.3 5,000 questionnaires were sent to a random sample of residents across the City 
during October/November 2007 as follows: 

• 946 questionnaires sent to residents within the Eastern area 

• 1,251 questionnaires sent to residents within the South Western area 

• 986 questionnaires sent to residents within the Northern area 

• 721 questionnaires sent to residents within the Western area 

• 1,096 questionnaires sent to residents within the South Eastern area. 

1.4 The number of surveys distributed within each sub-area is reflective of the population 
numbers within each of the areas.  

1.5 Out of the 5,000 questionnaires that were sent, 374 completed surveys were 
returned which equates to a response rate of 7.5%. Of a postal survey of this nature, 
we would generally expect to receive a minimum of 400 responses (8%).  

1.6 A sample size of 400 provides results accurate to circa + or - 5 at the 95% 
confidence level, whilst a smaller sample say 300 provides results accurate to circa + 
or - 5.7 at the 95% confidence level. Therefore a sample of 374, is likely to be 
accurate to circa +  or - 5.1 or 5.2. 

                     



1.7 Nevertheless, given that the response rate was only slightly below what is normally 
expected and the fact that the demographic profile of respondents is roughly 
reflective of the population within Stoke-on-Trent (as discussed below), we can 
assume that the data provides a fair indication of participation and opinions of 
residents within Stoke-on-Trent. 

1.8 The responses by analysis area are detailed below in Table 1.1. 

Table 1.1 - Responses by analysis area 
 

Analysis Area No. of 
surveys 

sent 

Responses 

1 – Eastern - East Valley, Abbey Green, Bentilee & 
Townsend, Berryhill & Hanley East (population - 
45,524) 

946 108 (29%) 

2 – South Western – Hartshill & Penkhull, Stoke & 
Trent Vale, Trentham & Hanford, Blurton, Fenton 
(population – 60,218) 

1,251 72 (19%) 

3 – Northern - Chell/Packmoor, Tunstall, Burslem 
North, Norton & Bradeley (population – 47,468) 

986 58 (16%) 

4 – Western - Burslem South, Hanley West & Shelton, 
Northwood & Birches Head (population – 34,690) 

721 68 (18%) 

5 – South Eastern - Longton North, Longton South, 
Weston & Meir North, Meir Park & Sandon (52,736) 

1,096 68 (18%) 

TOTAL 5,000 374 (100%) 

1.9  

1.10 As can be seen in Table 1.1 above, the Eastern analysis area displayed the highest 
number of responses despite containing the second lowest population total (with the 
second lowest number of surveys sent out). In comparison, a higher number of 
surveys were sent to the South Western and South Eastern analysis areas (due to 
the larger populations), yet the overall number of responses was lower.  

1.11 Out of the 374 completed surveys, 38% were completed by females and 62% by 
males. The majority of respondents were between the ages of 25-59 (55%). Almost a 
third (30%) of responses were received from those aged 60+ and 15% from under 
25’s. 

1.12 Comparing the age and gender of respondents against those of residents in Stoke-
on-Trent, it can be said that there is a slight variation in terms of gender, with the 
actual population containing 49% males and 51% females.  

1.13 However, the age profile of those residents who responded to the household survey 
against the actual population within Stoke-on-Trent is similar although the number of 
responses from those aged 60+ is slightly higher than expected. This is a typical 
trend however in self-completion surveys as these age groups tend to have more 
time available.   

                     



 

1.14 All respondents were asked to select a statement which best describes them, the 
following answers were given: 

• ‘I don’t currently take part in sport/physical activity and do not want to’ – 
19.2% 

• ‘I don’t currently take part in sport/physical activity, but would like to do so if it 
was more easily available’ – 25.5% 

• ‘I take part in sport/physical activity, but would like to do more’ – 28.5% 

• ‘I take part in sport/physical activity regularly and am keen to continue’ – 
26.7% 

1.15 Responses from residents within the five analysis areas were similar, with the 
exception of the Northern and South Eastern analysis areas where it can be seen 
that: 

• a higher percentage of respondents in the Northern analysis area currently 
participate in sport and physical activity and are keen to continue (37%) 

• a lower percentage of respondents in the South Eastern analysis area  
currently participate in sport and physical activity and are keen to continue 
(19%). 

Comments on quality of provision 

1.16 Half of respondents stated that they do not use gymnastics facilities, golf courses and 
synthetic turf pitches and therefore had no opinion regarding the quality of provision 
(see Figure 1.1). With regards to other facility types: 

• tennis courts and grass pitches were rated lowest in terms of quality  

• swimming pools and health and fitness gyms were rated highest in terms of 
quality. 

                     



Figure 1.1  - Perceived quality of provision in Stoke-on-Trent 
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1.17 68% of respondents think that sports and recreation facilities in Stoke-on-Trent need 
improving. 

1.18 When asked to describe the characteristics of an ideal sports facility, the following 
characteristics were considered to be most important: 

• good value for money  
• good range of facilities 
• well maintained facilities and equipment. 
 

1.19 Figure 1.2 overleaf, highlights those characteristics that were considered to be most 
important for an ideal sports facility. 

                     



Figure 1.2 – Most important characteristics for a sports & recreation facility  
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     Comments on quantity of provision 

1.20 In comparison to other facility types, respondents indicated that they consider the 
current level of health and fitness gyms to be ’more than enough’. Out of all the 
facility types, respondents believe there are not enough tennis courts (45%), 
swimming pools (44%) and sports halls (43%). 

1.21 A reasonable proportion of respondents also consider that there are currently ‘not 
enough’ athletics facilities (34%), grass pitches (34%), gymnastics facilities (30%) 
and synthetic turf pitches (29%).  

1.22 The results for all facilities are shown in Figure 1.3 overleaf. 

                     



Figure 1.3  - Perceived quantity of facilities in Stoke-on-Trent 
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1.23 Opinion regarding the quantity of specific facilities (when measured against findings 
from Stoke as a whole) varied across analysis areas, in particular, it should be noted 
that: 

• a higher proportion of residents in the Eastern analysis area consider there to 
be ‘not enough’ swimming pools (46%), sports halls (52%) and golf courses 
(20%) 

• a higher proportion of residents in the South Western analysis area consider 
there to be ‘not enough’ swimming pools (57%), sports halls (52%), health 
and fitness gyms (35%), tennis courts (46%), community centres (38%), 
gymnastic facilities (30%), golf courses (22%), grass pitches (36%) and 
synthetic turf pitches (37%) 

• a higher proportion of residents in the Western analysis area consider there to 
be ‘not enough’ bowls facilities (27%), community centres (36%), grass 
pitches (35%) and synthetic turf pitches (32%) 

• a higher proportion of residents in the South Eastern analysis area consider 
there to be ‘not enough’ tennis courts (45%) and gymnastic facilities (30%). 

1.24 Respondents were also asked their opinion of the current level of provision for 
different age groups within the local community – the results show a perceived lack 
of opportunities across all the age ranges, as shown: 

• Children and young people - under 16 (59%) 

• People aged 16 – 24 (49%) 

• People aged 25 – 44 (37%) 

• People aged 45 – 60 (40%) 

                     



• People aged 60+ (42%). 

Usage of facilities 

1.25 As can be seen in Figure 1.4 below, swimming pools and health and fitness gyms are 
the most commonly used facility, with 18% using swimming pools and 23% using 
health and fitness gyms at least once a week. 

Figure 1.4  - Frequency of use of facilities in Stoke-on-Trent 
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1.26 The specific facilities that respondents stated they use most often were Fenton 
Manor and the swimming pool in Tunstall, with various other facilities also being 
mentioned, including; Northwood Stadium, Total Fitness (private health and fitness 
facility) and Dimensions. 

1.27 When asked what respondents particularly ‘like’, about the facility they use most 
often, the most common factors were: 

• the location  

• being ‘reasonably priced’ 

• cleanliness 

• a good range of facilities 

• friendly staff. 

1.28 Almost three quarters (74%) of respondents indicated that the facility they use most 
often is the facility nearest to their home – although this proportion was slightly lower 

                     



amongst respondents from the Eastern analysis area, where only 66% use the facility 
nearest to their home. 

1.29 From the overall results, of those who do not use the sport and recreation facility 
nearest to their home, the following reasons are given:  

• ‘it doesn’t have the facilities I like’  

• ‘it doesn’t offer the range of activities I like’  

• ‘it is too expensive’  

• ‘it is poor quality’. 

1.30 When asked if there is anything that would encourage respondents to use the facility 
nearest to their home, general comments stated it would have to: 

• be cheaper to access 

• be of better quality 

• have a greater range of activities. 

1.31 A range of illustrative comments are shown below: 

• "better equipment, pleasant staff, comfortable atmosphere” 

• “having a warm friendly atmosphere, convenient swimming times, 
cheap, healthy food on offer, good parking and pleasant surroundings” 

• “might consider if it was cheaper” 

 

 

 

 
 

Comments on accessibility of provision 

1.32 Almost 60% of respondents indicated, that they usually travel by car to the sport and 
recreation facility that they use most often, a quarter stated that they walk to the 
facility – see Figure 1.5 overleaf. 

 

                     



Figure 1.5 - Mode of transport to the sport and recreation facility used most 
often 
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1.33 When looking at the two main forms of transportation (walking and car) across the 
five analysis areas, a larger percentage of respondents in the Northern analysis area 
prefer to walk when travelling to the sport and recreation facility they use most often. 
In comparison, a higher percentage of respondents in the South Western analysis 
area travel by car. 

Figure 1.6 – Comparison between the most frequently used method of travel 
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1.34 As table 1.2 below shows, the majority of respondents (85%) take less than twenty 
minutes to travel to the facility they use most often – with the average journey time 
being between 10-15 minutes. 

Table 1.2 - Usual journey time to the sport & recreation facility used most often  
 

Length of time % Respondents 

Less than 5 minutes 14% 

Between 5 – 10 minutes 27% 

Between 10 – 15 minutes 31% 

Between 15 – 20 minutes 13% 

Between 20 – 30 minutes 11% 

More than 30 minutes 4% 
 

1.35 Table 1.2 displays the overall findings from the household survey. When comparing 
against the individual analysis areas the majority show very similar levels of 
responses. The one exception to this can be found within the Northern analysis area 
where 23% of respondents travel for less than 5 minutes when accessing their most 
used sport and recreation facility.  

1.36 Following on from this, the table below shows the time (and mode of transport) 
respondents would expect to travel when accessing each type of sport and recreation 
facility; the most common response is given in each instance. The analysis area 
breakdown is reflective of the overall findings. 

Table 1.3 – Expected journey time and mode of transport for each typology 
 

Facility Type Expectation 

Swimming pools 5 – 10 min drive 

Sports halls 5 – 10 min drive 

Health and fitness gyms 5 – 15 min drive 

Tennis courts 5 – 10 min drive 

Bowls facilities 5 – 10 min drive 

Community centres 5 – 10 min walk/drive 

Gymnastic facilities 5 – 10 min drive 

Golf courses 5 – 10 min drive 

Grass pitches 5 – 10 min drive 

Synthetic turf 5 – 10 min drive 

Athletics 5 – 10 min drive 

                     



Barriers 

1.37 Respondents were asked to indicate whether any specific factors prevent them from 
using sport and recreation facilities more frequently.  The most common barriers 
were: 

• cost of taking part (16%) 

• lack of time (16%). 

1.38 Other important access barriers include ‘work commitments’, ‘not being aware of 
what is available’, poor health/injury, ‘family commitments’ and facilities being too far 
away. Figure 1.7 illustrates the barriers to more frequent usage of facilities. 

Figure 1.7 - Barriers to more frequent usage of sport and recreation facilities  
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1.39 When comparing the citywide responses to the individual analysis areas, the same 
barriers feature with only a slight variation on the percentage distribution. Within the 
South Western and South Eastern analysis areas, facilities being too far away is 
considered to be a barrier to usage, with a slightly higher response rate compared to 
other areas. 
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APPENDIX 4:  SPORTS CLUBS SURVEY FINDINGS 

Sports clubs/organisations survey - Headline findings 
1.1 In order to ensure that the Sport & Physical Activity Strategy is based on the needs of 

local sports clubs and organisations, a sports club postal survey has been 
undertaken. The purpose of the survey was to ascertain the views of clubs on the 
adequacy of current sport & leisure provision and identify future needs. 

 Introduction & profile of respondents 

1.2 A sports club survey was sent to 645 club contacts in Stoke-on-Trent, which yielded 
81 responses, a response rate of 13%. The number of survey returns is 
disappointing, but not uncommon, and often reflects the time pressures placed upon 
sports clubs whose staff are often volunteers. Officers from within the County Sports 
Partnership (CSP) ‘chased’ member clubs to try and boost the response rate and as 
such PMP provided them with the relevant information on what clubs had/had not 
responded. This did not however generate many additional responses. 

1.3 Table 1.1 below shows the number of responses by sports club type.

Table 1.1 Number of responses by type of sports club 
 

Activity % Respondents 
Archery 0% 
Athletics 5% 
Badminton 15% 
Basketball 1% 
Bowls 19% 
Boxing 1% 
Cricket 0% 
Cycling 3% 
Dance 3% 
Fencing 0% 
Football 30% 
Golf 1% 
Gymnastics/trampolining 0% 
Hockey 0% 
Martial arts 4% 
Mountaineering 1% 
Netball 5% 
Rugby 1% 
Swimming 0% 
Table tennis 3% 
Tennis 0% 
Volleyball 0% 
Watersports 1% 
Other* 11% 

 * Where respondents indicated ‘other’, activities included angling, road running, horse riding, 
canoeing and American football 



1.4 As can be seen from the above table. Most responses were received from football 
clubs followed by bowls clubs and badminton clubs. Most of the clubs/organisations 
that responded cater for participants across all age groups 

1.5 More than two thirds (70%) of clubs cater for both male and females members, with a 
quarter (26%) catering for males only and 4% females only.   

1.6 More than half (53%) of clubs indicated that they have members from black and 
ethnic minority communities and a similar number (46%) cater for members with a 
disability. 

1.7 Respondents were also asked to identify where most of their members live, with 
many clubs attracting members from both the local area and from elsewhere in the 
city. Furthermore, almost 40% of clubs have members from outside the city 
boundaries. 

1.8 In terms of regularity of training and competition, around a third of clubs train/meet 
more than twice a week, a quarter of clubs train/meet twice a week and 28% once a 
week.  

Current sport and recreation provision in Stoke-on-Trent 

1.9 When asked to rate the quantity of sport and recreation provision in Stoke-on-Trent, 
more than a third of clubs deemed the provision to be very poor or poor as shown in 
Figure 1.2 below. On the contrary, more than a fifth believe the quantity of provision 
to be very good or good. 

Figure 1.1 – Ratings for quantity of sport and recreation provision 
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1.10 Residents were also asked to comment on their levels of satisfaction with the quality 
of sport and recreation facilities in Stoke-on-Trent. The main findings are illustrated in 
figure 1.2 overleaf: 
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Figure 1.2 – Satisfaction levels with quality of sport and recreation provision 
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1.11 The figure shows that 41% of clubs are very/fairly satisfied with the quality of 
provision whilst 31% are very/fairly dissatisfied 

1.12 When asked to rate the accessibility of sport and recreation facilities (in terms of cost, 
transport, cycleways, information, adequate disability access), the clubs responded 
as follows: 

Figure 1.3 – Ratings for accessibility of sport and recreation provision 
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1.13 More than a third of clubs believe the accessibility of current provision is adequate, a 
quarter of clubs rated the accessibility as very good or good and just over a fifth of 
clubs as very poor/poor 

1.14 When asked sports what facilities clubs would like to see more off, or think there is a 
demand for in Stoke-on-Trent, the most frequent answer was sports halls and 
synthetic turf pitches. This is not surprising given that the highest number of 
responses were received from football and badminton clubs. Figure 1.4 below shows 
the top ten most frequently selected facilities. 

Figure 1.4 – Types of facilities that clubs would like to see more of or think 
there is a demand for 
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1.15 Clubs were then asked to state whether they use outdoor playing pitches and/or 
other types of facility provision. The results for those that use outdoor pitches have 
been analysed separately in order to inform development of the playing pitch 
strategy. 

Usage of sport and recreation facilities in Stoke-on-Trent 

1.16 Around three quarters (76%) of clubs use sport and recreation facilities in Stoke-on-
Trent. Cost and appropriateness of facilities were sited as key reasons amongst 
those clubs that ho do not facilities within the city. 

1.17 When asked which of the facilities the clubs use, Northwood Stadium, Fenton Manor 
and James Brindley High School were the most common responses. 

1.18 Clubs were asked which facility they use most often and then asked to rate a number 
of different aspects of the facility on a sliding scale (where 5 = very good and 1 = 
poor). The element most commonly rated as very good was opening hours. The 
elements rated lowest were quality of equipment provided and pricing. 

1.19 57% of clubs feel that the existing sport and recreation facilities they use meet all of 
their clubs needs, of those who stated that they do not, the main reasons are as 
follows: 
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• appropriateness of facilities 

• lack of specialist equipment 

• opening hours. 

1.20 In terms of future improvements, the key priorities (stated by the majority of 
respondents) for specific sport and recreation facilities are listed below. Due to the 
nature of some facilities, a large number of respondents stated not applicable and 
therefore have not been included: 

• Swimming pools – improvements to quality 

• Sports halls – improvements to quantity 

• Health and fitness gyms – improvements to quality 

• Tennis courts – improvements to quantity 

• Athletics facilities – improvements to quantity. 

 

Usage of outdoor playing pitches in Stoke-on-Trent 

1.21 The responses from clubs that participate in pitch sports have been analysed 
independently to inform the development to the playing pitch strategy. Almost half 
(48%) of clubs that responded to the survey clubs use outdoor playing pitches. The 
majority of pitch sports clubs that responded participate in football (58% and bowls 
(34%). 

1.22 Half of the clubs that responded stated that over the last 5 years, membership levels 
have increased whilst 30% stated that levels have remained static and 21% have 
seen a decrease in membership levels. 

1.23 When considering the age and gender of teams within the clubs, figure 1.5 indicates 
that the largest number of clubs contain teams that are made up of male adults aged 
16-44, followed by mixed adult aged 16-44 and male veteran aged over 45. 
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Figure 1.5 – A chart to show the make up of teams within clubs across Stoke-
on-Trent  
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1.24 The chart above clearly shows that the majority of clubs cater for male adults. Very 
few clubs have female teams, particularly junior. 

1.25 When asked whether current facilities meet league requirements, 82% of clubs 
stated that they do. The reasons that facilities do not meet league requirement are 
primarily due to a lack of changing facilities, floodlights and toilets. 

1.26 Of the clubs that responded, 71% do not have a written development plan. Just over 
half (53%) of clubs have, or plan to obtain, accreditation from their governing body eg 
Clubmark. 

1.27 None of the clubs stated that the Stoke-on-Trent Sports Development Team supports 
them regarding initiatives, funding etc. One of the main reasons was awareness, with 
several clubs having never heard of the team or the fact that support was available.  

1.28 When asked to state the problems and issues that currently exist for clubs, the most 
commonly stated are: 

• lack of external funding 

• overall lack of appropriate local match facilities 

• prohibitive cost of hiring appropriate facilities 

• overall lack of appropriate local training facilities 

• lack of volunteer assistance - committee members/coaches etc 

• membership recruitment/retention. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT SPORT & PHYSICAL ACTIVITY STRATEGY                                       
  



1.29 Following on from this, clubs were then asked to state the three most important 
issues for their club at this current time. Figure 1.6 shows the responses: 

Figure 1.6 – Main issues currently experienced by clubs 
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1.30 The most important issues for clubs at this current time are a lack of external funding, 
cost of hiring facilities and lack of internal funding. 

1.31 With reference to the clubs match day pitch, 74% stated that it is their preferred 
location to play home matches. In terms of booking, 58% never have any problems 
booking or accessing the pitch, with 16% stating that they occasionally do. 

1.32 In terms of the clubs main pitch, and its frequency of use, the average number of 
games played on the main pitch is 30. Those that specified stated the total number of 
games cancelled last season due to pitch condition (excluding frozen pitches) was 
84. Figure 1.7 overleaf gives the clubs overall perception of their main pitch and how 
it is changing year on year. 

1.33 The majority of clubs stated that the condition of their main pitch is the same as last 
year whilst 30% say theirs has improved and 23% say theirs has declined. 
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Figure 1.6 – Clubs responses to the overall condition of their main pitch 
 

47%

23%

30%

Same as last year
Declining year-on-year

Improving year-on-year

      

1.34 In order to adequately sustain without deteriorating in quality, the majority of clubs 
feel that their main could be played on no more than twice a week. 

1.35 When asked to name the best pitches played on this season in terms of quality, there 
were no specific sites that stood out above any others during the analysis. Of those 
selected in the top three, Alsager Town FC, Florence bowling green and Stone 
Dominoes FC were named slightly more frequently than any other pitch sites. 

1.36 In contrast to this, the perceived worst pitches clubs have played on are Bucknall 
Park, Fenton Park (bowling green), Hanley Park and Longton Park, with quality the 
overriding factor behind this. 

1.37 When asked to rate various aspects of the main pitch (either good, acceptable, poor), 
of those that gave an opinion, the findings show that the aspects rated highest were: 

• firmness of surface 

• line markings 

• bounce of ball on pitch 

• free from litter, dog fouling etc 

• parking 

• value for money 

• availability of pitch for playing season. 

1.38 Those aspects that were rated lowest included: 

• drainage 

• evenness of pitch 
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• length of grass 

• grass cover 

• posts and nets 

• disabled access. 

1.39 Looking towards the future, more than a third (34%) of clubs stated that they have no 
future plans as shown in figure 1.7 below.  

Figure 1.6 – Clubs future plans 
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1.40 Those who stated other (and gave explanation) stated that they would be looking to 
refurbish existing facilities. 

1.41 When asked if pitch provision in Stoke-on-Trent is sufficient to meet their clubs 
needs, paying particular attention to quality, quantity and accessibility, comments 
would suggest an even split between those who are satisfied and those who are 
dissatisfied. Those who are dissatisfied state a lack of pitches and problems with the 
quality of current provision, namely maintenance of grass and poor ancillary 
accommodation. Further comments state that clubs find it difficult to improve current 
provision due to funding constraints. In addition, any club looking to relocate to a 
perceived ‘better quality pitch’ states that it cannot do so as these pitches are at full 
capacity year-on-year. 

Improvements 

1.42 All sports clubs were asked to comment on what sports facilities they would like to 
see developed in Stoke-on-Trent, some general themes include: 

• multi functional all weather provision located across the city (which is 
reasonably priced) 

• increased provision of football, tennis and swimming – particularly in deprived 
areas 
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• improving the provision and access located within school grounds 

• comments from the north of the city focused on increasing the quantity of 
most sport and recreation provision 

• several clubs commented on the need to provide more ancillary facilities at 
existing sites, stating that this should be a priority rather than increasing the 
number of pitches. 

1.43 Respondents were also invited to detail any further comments – a number of 
illustrative quotes are set out below, these represent many of the views expressed by 
sport and recreation clubs in Stoke-on-Trent. 
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• “Improve the quality of the existing facilities and promote them for use to the 
general public” 

• More money spent on pitch care” 

• “Make sure facilities are open all year round” 

• “Increase public awareness of facilities” 

• Pprice of activities, I am quite convinced that if activities and sports facilities 
were not as expensive more people would participate”. 

 

 

 

 

 Summary 

1.44 In summary, due the low number of responses across a range of sports (football, 
badminton and bowls being the exception) it is difficult to accurately assess the 
adequacy of facilities for specific facility types. However, the data does allow us to 
make some broad conclusions with regards to current provision and future needs. 
However, it should be used in conjunction with the findings from the FPM analysis, 
household survey and face-to-face consultation. 

1.45 More specific analysis in relation to the pitch sports club responses will be 
undertaken to inform development of the playing pitch strategy. 
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APPENDIX 6:  MARKET SEGMENTATION SUMMARIES 
 
 
 
Segment 1 - Competitive Male Urbanites - Ben  
Age 18-25. Single, Graduate professional. Recent graduates, with a work-
hard, play-hard, drink-hard attitude.  

 
Sports that appeal to Ben: 
• Rugby  
• Cricket  
• Squash 
• Climbing  
• Windsurfing  
• Gym  
• Tennis  
• Football  

 
Characteristics: 
• The most active type across the population. Team sports are 

particularly popular, along with other high intensity activities such as 
lifting weights at the gym or competitive court games;  

• Technical sports such as skiing, climbing and rowing, which may 
require significant financial outlays, are also enjoyed;  

• Motivations include improving performance and training for 
competition, but meeting friends is also important to them; 

• Being less busy, having people to go with and better playing facilities 
would encourage participation, though those that don’t do sport are 
mainly just not interested;  

• Ben is active in volunteering, often sport related or for enhancing his 
CV. He is also likely to be involved in coaching or tuition, inevitably 
linked to sport; 

• Ben tries to keep a healthy diet, but with little success. Post-work and 
post-exercise drinking and fast foods are almost daily regimes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Segment 2 - Sports Team Drinkers – Jamie 
 Age 18-25. Single, Vocational Student. Young blokes enjoying football, 
pints and pool. 

 
Sports that appeal to Jamie:  
• Football  
• Basketball  
• Martial Arts  
• Weight training  
• Boxing  
• Badminton 

 
Characteristics: 
• Second highest participation rate of all the types; enjoy watching and 

playing team sports, especially football. Fitness classes are not 
appealing to them, but combat sports, social activities and weight 
training would be; 

• Jamie plays football in the local youth league; 
• Least  likely of the Group to be a member of a health/fitness club, but is 

a sports club member; 
• Motivations for participation include improving performance and being 

with mates;  
• Better sporting facilities locally would encourage this type. People to do 

exercise with and finding time may be barriers;  
• Jamie isn’t fussed about his health or diet. He smokes and enjoys fast 

food, curries and plenty of lager. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Segment 3 - Fitness Class Friends - Chloe 
Age 18-25. Single, Graduate Professional. Young image-conscious females 
keeping fit and keeping trim.  

 
Sports that appeal to Chloe: 
• Body Combat  
• Netball  
• Swimming  
• Pilates  
• Gym Running  
• Tennis  
• Aqua Aerobics  

 
Characteristics: 
• An active type that primarily enjoys exercise classes that they can go 

to with friends, over individual activities or team games. Swimming is 
popular, as is going to the gym, but combat sports do not appeal  

• Likely to be a member of a gym or fitness club, but for the classes and 
for socialising more than using gym equipment;  

• Chloe and her housemates go to classes at their local gym a couple of 
times a week and like to swim afterwards. They’ve been salsa dancing 
a few times after work; 

• Primary motivation is to lose weight and keep fit. Tend to exercise with 
people; 

• They would exercise more if they had more free time, people to go 
with, or facilities were open longer;  

• Chloe is reasonably health conscious, watching what she eats and 
exercising to stay trim. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Segment 4 - Supportive Singles - Leanne 
Age 18-25. Single, likely to have children. Student/Part time vocational.  
Young busy mums and their supportive college mates. 

 
Sports that appeal to Leanne: 
• Swimming 
• Aerobics 
• Dance Exercise 
• Utility Walking 
• Gym 
• Ice Skating 

 
Characteristics: 
• The least active type within the Group, but still participates to some 

extent.  Social activities, swimming and keep fit classes are popular; 
• Outdoor activities, water sports and technical sports have low 

participation, mainly through apathy and cost restrictions; 
• Unlikely to be a member of a club; 
• Motivations include losing weight and to take children with them. Would 

exercise more if help with childcare, longer opening hours and cheaper 
admission; 

• Most likely of her peers to participate in dance classes both for fitness 
and general enjoyment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Segment 5 - Career Focused Females - Helena 
Age 26-35. Single. Full time professional ladies enjoying life in the fast lane. 

 
Sports that appeal to Helena: 
• Gym 
• Road Running 
• Dance Exercise 
• Horse Riding 
• Skiing 
• Tai Chi 
• Body Pump 
• Yoga 

 
Characteristics: 
• Very active type, particularly enjoys keep-fit and gym related activities, 

winter sports and swimming are popular; 
• Fixes herself a quick, healthy meal before heading out to gym; 
• She likes to keep in shape; is very image conscious and her healthy 

diet and exercise regime is an important part of her social career life; 
• Most likely to have private gym membership and receive tuition for 

sport; 
• Would exercise more if places had longer opening hours, if she had 

people to go with or if she was less busy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Segment 6 - Settling Down Males - Tim 
Age 26-35. Single/Married, may have children. Sporty male professionals, 
buying a house and settling down with partner. 

 
Sports that appeal to Tim: 
• Canoeing 
• Cricket 
• Cycling 
• Squash 
• Skiing 
• Golf 
• Cricket 
• Football 

 
 

Characteristics:  
• A very active type, Tim loves sport but busy job means he doesn’t do 

as much as he used to, but still manages trips to the gym and 
weekends at canoe club and odd mid-week game of squash; 

• Enjoys technical sports such as skiing and water sports, uninhibited by 
the financial outlay; 

• Both team games and individual activities feature high on his agenda 
and personal fitness activities are also popular; 

• Likely to have private gym membership and compete in some sports; 
• Motivations include to improve performance, keep fit and meet friends; 
• Enjoys regular snowboarding holidays but may not be able to enjoy as 

regularly due to expected new baby; 
• May volunteer in areas connected to sport, possibly giving coaching or 

tuition; 
• Takes part in sponsored activities and loves going to watch live 

sporting events; 
• Tim’s healthy diet is due to his wife’s cooking but he’s not particularly 

health conscious himself; 
• Enjoys a pint and burger after squash and drinks most nights, albeit 

lightly, at home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Segment 7 - Stay at Home Mums - Alison 
Age 36-45. Married. Housewife.  Mums with a comfortable but busy 
lifestyle. 

 
Sports that appeal to Alison: 
• Swimming 
• Badminton 
• Aerobics 
• Pilates 
• Tennis 
• Cycling 
• Horse-riding 
• Exercise bike 

 
Characteristics: 
• Fairly active type within the group, enjoying keep-fit classes, swimming 

and racquet sports in particular;  
• Alison manages to get an exercise class whilst her youngest is at 

playschool a few weekdays; 
• Likely to have private gym membership and attend a few classes or 

swim; 
• May receive tuition for sport, such as tennis; 
• Main motivations for participation include taking children, losing weight 

and keeping fit;   
• Being less busy, help with childcare and better facilities would 

encourage Alison to do more; 
• Concerned about a healthy diet for her family, Alison gets organic 

vegetables delivered each week.  She enjoys a well-deserved glass of 
wine while she’s cooking dinner most nights. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Segment 8 - Middle England Mums - Jackie 
Age 36-45. Married. Part-time skilled worker. Housewife. Mums juggling 
work, family and finance. 

 
Sports that appeal to Jackie: 
• Swimming 
• Dance Exercise 
• Body Pump 
• Ice Skating (with children) 
• Walking 
• Aqua Aerobics 

 
Characteristics: 
• Jackie goes to an aerobics class one evening a week and tries to take 

the kids swimming or ice skating on Saturdays; 
• Healthy eating isn’t high on her priority list.  Dinners have to be quick, 

easy and something the kids will like; 
• Average level of activity, participating in activities that are offered by 

public leisure facilities such as aqua aerobics, swimming and keep fit 
classes; 

• May take kids swimming, ice skating or bowling; 
• Main motivations to take children or lose weight; 
• For those who do no sport, finding time is difficult or they are just not 

interested; 
• Help with childcare and cheaper admission would encourage more 

participation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Segment 9 - Pub League Team Mates - Kev 
Age 36-45. Married/Single.  May have children. Vocational. Blokes who 
enjoy pub league games and watching live sport. 

 
Sports that appeal to Kev: 
• Football 
• Karate 
• Weight Training 
• Boxing 
• Tenpin Bowling 
• Darts 
• Snooker 
• Fishing 
• Pool 
• Cricket 

 
Characteristics: 
• A less active type within the group, though likely to be part of a social 

club that does some physical recreation; 
• Enjoys team sports, especially football and also combat sports or low 

intensity social activities such as darts or pool; 
• Enjoys sport in general but other motivations include training to 

compete, to meet friends or to help with injury; 
• Those who do sport struggle with their health; 
• Kev trains with the pub football team but is struggling to keep up; 
• Kev used to enjoy lifting weights or using his punch bag at home, but 

lately his shoulder has been playing him up so instead it is a few 
games of snooker or darts at the pub; 

• Better playing facilities and cheaper entry may encourage more 
participation; 

• He can’t understand healthy eating fads – salads just don’t seem like a 
proper meal to him, so he sticks to his traditional and relatively 
unhealthy pie, chips and processed food diet; 

• Evenings and weekends often down the pub, smoking, drinking and 
watching sport. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Segment 10 - Stretched Single Mums - Paula 
Age 26-35. Single. Job seeker or part time low skilled. Single mums with 
financial pressures, childcare issues and little time for pleasure. 

 
Sports that appeal to Paula: 
• Swimming 
• Utility Walking 
• Aerobics 
• Ice Skating 

 
Characteristics: 
• Least active type within Group. Unlikely to be a member of a fitness or 

sports club, though may occasionally pay for an exercise class; 
• Enjoys ten-pin bowling and social activities, particularly those that are 

low intensity.  Unlikely to participate in team games or technical sports; 
• Motivations possibly include to lose weight or to accompany children 
• Improved transport, help with childcare and cheaper admission would 

encourage greater participation, although there is general disinterest; 
• At the weekend she sometimes takes the kids swimming or ice skating; 
• Paula can’t afford fresh healthy food; instead she buys convenience 

meals from the discount freezer store; 
• Given her stress-filled life she feels it’s understandable she needs to 

smoke and enjoy the odd drink. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Segment 11 - Comfortable Mid-Life Males - Philip 
Age 46-55. Married. Mid-life professional, sporty males with older children 
and more time for themselves. 

 
Sports that appeal to Philip: 
• Sailing 
• Football 
• Badminton 
• Cycling 
• Gym 
• Jogging 
• Golf 
• Cricket 

 
Characteristics: 
• Most active type within this Group, plays badminton in local team and 

enjoys a swim at a health club; 
• Plays cricket for a local side and shares football season tickets with his 

son; 
• Enjoys participating in a number of activities, including team sports, 

racquet games and technical sports; 
• Member of fitness or sports clubs and takes part in competitions; 
• Motivations include meeting friends, taking the children, improving 

performance and enjoyment; 
• Reasonably health conscious, Philip wants to stay healthy for later in 

life; 
• Help with childcare might encourage this type to participate more, 

though most just find their lives too busy; 
• Those who don’t participate find it difficult to find time. Cost is not an 

issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Segment 12 - Empty Nest Career Ladies - Elaine 
Age 46-55. Married.  Mid-life professionals who have more time for 
themselves since their children left home. 

 
Sports that appeal to Elaine: 
• Swimming 
• Walking 
• Aqua Aerobics 
• Step machine 
• Yoga 
• Horse riding 
• Pilates 
• Gym 

 
Characteristics: 
• Reasonably active type, enjoying swimming, exercise classes, going to 

the gym and walking;  
• Team sports do not appeal; 
• Likely to be a member of a health or fitness club.  May have received 

tuition in an activity; 
• Elaine goes to a class at the gym one evening a week, at weekends 

she goes to the stables, gardening or walking; 
• Motivations include keeping fit, losing weight and to help with injury; 
• Longer opening hours, having more time and people to go with would 

encourage more participation;  
• Those that don’t participate are just not that interested; 
• When Elaine gets home from work she enjoys a glass of wine while 

making a healthy dinner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Segment 13 - Early Retirement Couples - Roger & Joy 
Age 56-65. Married. Retired or part time. Free-time couples nearing the end 
of their careers. 

 
Sports that appeal to Roger & Joy: 
• Swimming 
• Walking 
• Aqua Aerobics 
• Bowls 
• Sailing 
• Golf 
• Shooting 
• Fishing 

 
Characteristics: 
• Likely to be a member of a sports club; 
• Sometimes Joy goes to over fifties aqua aerobics class; 
• Participate one/two times a week; 
• Enjoy walking, swimming, table tennis, golf, keep fit classes; 
• Motivations include keeping fit, to help with injury and because they 

generally enjoy sport; 
• Better facilities and improved transport may encourage greater 

participation; 
• Those that don’t participate are not really interested or their health is 

not good enough. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 

Segment 14 - Older Working Women - Brenda 
Age 46-55. Single/Married. May have children. Low skilled worker. Middle 
aged ladies, working full time to make ends meet. 

 
Sports that appeal to Brenda: 
• Swimming 
• Utility Walking 
• Dance Exercise 
• Aerobics 
• Step machine 
• Keep fit 

 
Characteristics: 
• Likely to be without a car so she walks, rather than cycles, to get to 

places; 
• Unlikely to be a member of a sports club; 
• Some participation; 
• Enjoys swimming and keep fit classes; 
• Main motivation is to lose weight; 
• Longer opening hours and cheaper admissions would encourage those  

wanting to do more; 
• Many aren’t interested in participating in sport; 
• After a long day on her feet at work in a local food factory and then a 

walk back home, dinner is inevitably oven food – she’s too tired to go 
to any effort; 

• Looks after grandchildren on Saturdays and often takes them 
swimming. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Segment 15 - Local ‘Old Boys’ - Terry 
Age 56-65. Single/Married. Low skilled worker. Job Seeker. Generally 
inactive older men, low income and little provision for retirement. 

 
Sports that appeal to Terry: 
• Fishing 
• Shooting 
• Pool 
• Utility Walking 
• Darts 
• Snooker 
• Utility Cycling 

 
Characteristics: 
• Some participation, but  focused on lower intensity sports that can 

accommodate health problems and low income; 
• Main motivations for participation are to help with injury and to meet 

friends; 
• May be a member of a social club that does physical recreation, but 

very unlikely to be a health or fitness club member; 
• People to go with would encourage this type to do more whilst those 

who don’t participate particularly struggle with their health; 
• As part of the local darts team, he plays the occasional competitions at 

weekends, otherwise he goes to the bookies or stays at the pub 
watching boxing into the early hours; 

• Terry eats oven food or at the pub most nights; 
• Healthy eating isn’t high on his list of concerns – it’s expensive and 

he’d rather have pie and chips. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Segment 16 - Later Life Ladies – Norma 
Age 56-65. Single/Married. Low skilled worker. Older ladies, recently 
retired, with a basic income to enjoy their lifestyles. 

 
Sports that appeal to Norma: 
• Walking 
• Swimming 
• Keep Fit 
• Aqua Aerobics 

 
Characteristics: 
• Lowest participation of the Group, mainly enjoying walking and other 

low intensity activities; 
• Younger members of this Type may participate in keep fit classes or 

swimming; 
• She goes to an aqua aerobics class at the leisure centre, which is 

heavily subsidised for her as a pensioner; 
• She walks to buy  a lottery ticket, go to the library or to afternoon bingo; 
• Main motivation for participation is help with injury or disability, but this 

is also the most inhibiting factor; 
• Many of this type do very little or no sport; 
• Cheaper admissions and people to accompany them might encourage 

this group to do more; 
• Norma prefers traditional home cooking, she smokes, but rarely drinks 

– her health and diet are therefore not a great concern. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Segment 17 - Comfortable Retired Couples - Ralph & Phyllis 
Age 65 +. Married. Retired couples, enjoying active and comfortable 
lifestyles. 

 
Sports that appeal to Ralph & Phyllis: 
• Bowls 
• Golf 
• Tennis 
• Table Tennis 
• Snooker 
• Walking 
• Fishing 
• Swimming 

 
Characteristics: 
• Highest participation of the Group - enjoy a variety of activities and are 

likely to be members of sports and social clubs; 
• Particularly enjoy individual activities such as swimming, fishing or golf 

and lower intensity sports such as bowls; 
• They enjoy playing golf together and Ralph sometimes competes at 

weekends; 
• Phyllis still likes to go for an occasional swim;  
• They love to go for long walks together; 
• Main motivation for participation is to meet friends, improve 

performance and keep fit, but also because they enjoy it; 
• Better transport and people to go with would encourage participation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Segment 18 - Twilight Year Gents - Frank 
Age 66 +. Married/Single. Retired men with some pension provision and 
limited exercise opportunities. 

 
Sports that appeal to Frank: 
• Bowls 
• Golf 
• Darts 
• Pool 
• Snooker 
• Walking 
• Fishing 
• Swimming 

 
Characteristics: 
• Likely to be part of a sports or social club that does physical recreation; 
• Main motivation is to meet friends and because they just enjoy it; 
• Frank spends most of his days watching TV or having a pint at his 

local, where he enjoys playing snooker and has taken part in mini 
tournaments occasionally; 

• At weekends he may take his grandson fishing; 
• Frank is not particularly health conscious, enjoying hearty traditional 

meals and a good pint at his local.  He is also likely to smoke; 
• Improved transport and cheaper accommodation would encourage 

more participation;  
• Those who don’t participate struggle with their health. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Segment 19 - Retirement Home Singles - Elsie & Arnold  
Age 66 +. Widowed. Retired singles or widowers, predominantly female, 
living in sheltered accommodation. 

 
Sports that appeal to Elsie & Arnold 
• Walking 
• Dancing 
• Bowls 
• Low-impact exercises 

 
Characteristics: 
• Lowest participation of the Group, with health problems and disability 

being major inhibitors to activity; 
• Those that do participate tend towards low intensity activities, such as 

walking, bowls or dancing (traditional ballroom); 
• Safer neighbourhoods or people to go with would encourage this 

segment to walk more; 
• Elsie can no longer drive, instead she walks once a week to the post 

office to collect her pension; 
• Organised low-impact and low-intensity events would be welcomed. 
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APPENDIX 7:  NORTOFT CALCULATOR

2007 2011 2016 2021 2026

Total 241.26 242.913 244.0 247.4 250.8

Summary 

2021 2026 2011 2016 2021 2026 2011 2016 2021 2026 2011 2016 2021 2026
Athletics Track Lanes 8 0.03 30.2 0.06 0.03 0.03 0.06 0.06 0.07 0.07 7 8 8 10 15 16 16 18
England average = 0.05

Health and Fitness^^ Stations 1385 5.74 0.17 4.20 5.60 5.52 5.86 5.97 6.20 6.49 37 72 149 242 1422 1457 1534 1627
England average = 5.48
Synthetic Turf Pitches 3 0.01 80 0.03 0.01 0.012 0.03 0.03 0.03 4 5 6 7 8 8 9
ALL TYPES - full size
England average = 0.03
Synthetic Turf Pitches Pitches 26 0.11 9.3 0.11 0.10 0.11 0.12 0.12 1 1 3 5 27 27 29 31
Small-sided units

Indoor Bowls Rinks 0 0.00 #DIV/0! 0.02 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.02 0.02 0.02 5 5 6 6
England average = 0.04

0.11

If facility stock 
stayed constant:  

provision per 
1000 population
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Population estimates provided by SOTCC (2008, 2011) and Staffs CC (2016, 2021, 2026) 

5 5 6 Require one 6 rink site by 2011 

Assessment of change in facilities required - based on population and participation

Facility type Unit of 
measurement No of units

Require one additional 6 lane track asap

Future new provision required  
(additional to existing) based 
on proposed  standard (units 

per 1000)

Total provision proposed

Gradual increase in number of health and fitness facilities.  No major new 
provision required.

Amended standards of provision 
per 1000 to reflect SOT demand 
(see below).   NB WM regional 

standard used except where 
Stoke is currently higher, or no 

New provision to respond to market demands or to 'replace' full size STPs at 
rate of 3 small-sided to 1 full-size. 

3 new full-size STPs up to 2011.  A further 1 further by 2016, and 1 further by 
2026.   May 'replace' some of these by small-sided at a rate of 3 small-sided to 
1 full-size STP. 

0.03

Outdoor Bowls Greens 46 0.19 5.24478261 0.19 0.18 0.20 0.21 0.22 0.24 3 6 9 13 49 52 55 59 Require 3 new greens up to 2011.  Require 3 additional up to 2016; a further 4 
up to 2021; a further 4 up to 2026.  Priority is improvement of existing and/or 
replacement. 

Indoor Tennis Courts 0 0.00 #DIV/0! 0.01 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.01
England average = 0.03

Outdoor Tennis Courts 40 0.17 6 0.16 0.16 0.17 0.17 0.18 0.19 1 2 4 7 41 42 44 47 If all existing courts are available to community use, increase by 3 courts up to 
2021, and a further 3 by 2026. 

Golf Bays 44 0.182 5.48 0.25 0.18 0.18 0.26 0.27 0.28 0.30 19 22 26 30 63 66 70 74 23 extra bays required up to 2011.  A further 10 up to 2026. 
Driving range
England average = 0.24

Facility need

2011 2016 2021 2026 2011 2016 2021 2026 2011 2016 2021 2026
Athletics 97 92 94 98 100 98 98 99 103 106 111 117
Health and fitness 98 95 93 94 99 96 95 95 102 104 108 113
Indoor  bowls 109 113 122 132 102 103 104 106 105 111 117 124

Outdoor bowls 109 113 122 132 102 103 104 106 105 111 117 124

Indoor & outdoor tennis 98 95 93 94 99 96 95 95 102 104 108 113
STP full size & small size 98 95 93 94 99 96 95 95 102 104 108 113
Golf 100 100 100 100 103 108 113 118

3 3 3 Small indoor tennis centre by 2016 (3 courts). 3 2 3

Add 1% participation increase 
per annum

2 3

% growth in demand: change in popln of relevant age groups + 1% growth in participation per annum
% change in popln of relevant age group within Stoke on Trent 
compared to 2006

Factor applied to existing regional/SOT 
standard (total popln % of relevant age 
groups compared to 2006 national and 
regional percentage)
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APPENDIX 8:  SPORTS SPECIFIC INFORMATION & 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
(Extract from SASSOT Sports Facilities Framework 2009-2021) 
 
Sport Specific Facility Provision 
 
The assessment of provision for individual specialist sports across the sub-region 
has included consultations with the relevant National Governing Bodies (NGBs) and 
a review of national and/or regional plans and strategies, including: 
 

• Whole Sport Plans or One Stop Plans; 
 

Note:   For the funding cycle 2005 – 2009 Sport England  commissioned 
twenty priority sports and ten development sports to produce Whole Sport 
Plans (English Governing Bodies) or One Stop Plans (UK Governing Bodies) 
presenting a single vision for their sport and a costed strategy for delivery of 
that vision based on key performance indicators. The Sport England funding 
package for those NGBs reflected the plans. The new Sport England strategy 
(see below) revises and extends this concept further to include 46 sports. 

 
• Facility Strategies;  
• Development Plans. 

The information available varies enormously. Some sports have detailed facility 
strategies setting out aspirations for the provision of specific facility types and, in 
some cases, preferred/suggested locations. Other sports currently have no relevant 
plans or other documents although this position is likely to change for some sports in 
response to the new Sport England strategy.  
 
The consultation process also included a postal survey of all Clubmark accredited 
clubs within Staffordshire to determine their current and future needs in terms of 
facilities they use for training and competition. A copy of the questionnaire and an 
analysis of the responses are included in Appendix 5. 
 
 
Sport England Strategy 2008 – 2011 
 
Sport England’s strategy (2008 – 2011) sets out the following key targets for the 
period 2009 – 2013: 

• One million people playing more sport by 2012 - 13; 
• Cutting the drop-off in at least five different sports by 25%; 
• Increasing people’s satisfaction with their experience of sport; 
• Improving talent development in at least 25 sports; 
• Making a major contribution to the delivery of the Five Hour Sport Offer. 



The strategy reflects Sport England’s recognition that NGBs are the experts in their 
sport and, as such, will be “commissioned” by Sport England to deliver against the 
above key targets. 
 
Forty six sports (see Appendix 6) have been asked to prepare Whole Sport Plans 
(WSP) to illustrate how they propose to deliver against the key targets. The sports 
were selected on the following basis: 

• An Olympic or Paralympic sport; or  
• Already designated as a development sport by Sport England; or 
• More than 75,000 people in England participating. 

Whilst the Sport England funding package is unlikely to include significant capital 
funding for new facilities and, in the majority of cases, NGBs will be unable to directly 
contribute to the financing of such facilities it is important that NGBs have a strategic, 
realistic and coherent facility strategy which identifies the role of facilities in 
delivering against the five key targets. The facility strategy will provide key 
evidence/support for identifying both the demand for facilities and unlocking potential 
funding sources. Whilst plans for new facilities included in Whole Sport Plans cannot 
guarantee that they will progress within the timeframe of the plan their omission will 
make it far more difficult to make the case and attract funding during the 2009 – 
2013 period. 

 
As the new/revised 2009 – 2013 WSPs are not currently available any 
recommendations concerning sport specific facilities will need to be reviewed in light 
of the new plans when they are published by each NGB. Furthermore, it is likely that 
some of the associated facility strategies may not be completed and published until 
early 2010.  
 
 
Sport Specific Summaries 
 
The following summaries provide a brief outline of the key issues which may impact 
upon future facility provision for a range of key sports based on: 
 

• Existing hub level or above provision in the SASSOT area and 
neighbouring authorities (including venues listed in the London 2012 Pre 
Games Training Camp guide within a 30 minute drive time), see Appendix 
1; 

• Proposed new facilities  - within the SASSOT area and neighbouring 
authorities; 

• Key clubs – which may provide a focal point for future development; 
• Participation trends incorporating participation information from the Active 

People Survey 1(2005/2006)*; 
• Facility ownership e.g. local authority, private sector, voluntary sector. 

 
It is important to note that some of the summaries are based on NGB aspirations 
which may exceed the requirement for community use alone. Where this is the case 
each project would need to build a business case based on additional criteria e.g. 



sports development or elite performance directly linked to the relevant NGB’s Whole 
Sport Plan.  
 
Each summary concludes with recommendations in relation to facility provision for 
the particular sport. The criteria for determining priorities include: 

 
• The ability of a site to meet the technical requirements of the sport 
• The degree of public access and the long-term security of that access 
• Strengthening the key clubs as a focus for sports development 
• Views of the national governing body 
• Opportunities e.g. BSF programme 
• Economic viability 

 
An overall summary spreadsheet can be found as part of the Executive Summary. 
 

* Participation is defined as at least once in the last 28 days except for cycling 
which is once a week for 30 minutes moderate intensity (as agreed in the 
Sport England 2008 – 2011 strategy). For example, in Staffordshire and Stoke 
on Trent 12.74% of adults have participated in swimming at least once in the 
last 28 days. 

 
The indicative number of adults participating within the CSP area is derived 
using the mid 2005 16+ population estimates e.g. the number of adults 
participating in swimming within the last 28 days = (857,128 ÷ 100) x 12.74 = 
109,198.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Archery 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Archery is growing in popularity particularly at junior level. Participation rates have gone up 
by 55% over the last 7 years. Current membership nationally is 30,000 approximately.  
 
The Active People survey provided too small a sample to register at CSP level although 
regional participation within the last 4 weeks at 0.15% is slightly higher than national 
participation at 0.11%. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 30% archery participants are female compared to 46% all sports participants.  
• 15% archery participants have a limiting illness or disability compared to 8% all 

sports participants. 
• 46% archery participants are aged 45 and over compared to 35% all sports 

participants.  
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Archery in Staffordshire is currently the strongest it has been for many years with 
participation growing at an acceptable rate. The greatest increases being amongst the 
juniors. Staffordshire boasts the most respected junior squad in the country and its 
management is being held up as best practice in the drive to unify coaching throughout 
England. 
 
There are greater increases in participation in some areas where there is a drive to attain 
growth. There are several clubs in the county that are very active with growing memberships 
despite the distinct lack of proper facilities in the county particularly in relation to  the 
provision of indoor facilities. The nearest available indoor facilities are just over the border in 
Shropshire (Lilleshall), although they are both expensive and difficult to access. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Adults – motivation to maintain improvement and represent county at events outside of 
Staffordshire. 
 
Advent of carbon arrows – as they cannot be detected with a metal detector their use has 
been banned by some sites (especially schools) which means that those sites can no longer 
host world record status (WRS) shoots. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
The clubs that are most active currently (outdoor archery) are Stafford Archers (who have 
exclusive use of sites at Rodbaston College and Stafford Grammar School) , Lichfield 
Archers who have their own ground and Trent Valley Archers who shoot at Thistley Hough 
School in Stoke on Trent. Archery is also becoming increasingly significant at Fenton Manor, 
Stoke on Trent. 
 
There are other clubs spread from Leek to Cannock Chase so access to the sport across the 



county is reasonably well catered for. 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
The biggest gap in provision is in the area of indoor facilities. Archery is an all-year round 
sport, with the outdoor season running from March/April to September/October and the 
indoor season for the remainder of the year. To achieve national/international level, archers 
need to be able to shoot 365 days per year.  The junior GB squad are currently required to 
shoot 300 arrows per day.  To develop the sport, small indoor facilities positioned around the 
county are important.  
 
Indoor facility requirements: 
 
Practice – 10m x 20m upwards 
Indoor tournaments (club) – min. Size  = 16m x 25m 
Larger events – typically 25m x 35m or greater 
 
Rodbaston College is considered to be a good potential location for indoor facilities as it is 
central and easily accessed from the M6. Stafford Archers may be able to negotiate a long 
lease on the land but would not be able to raise the finance to either fund the build or 
maintain it. 
 
Note: The indoor facilities at Lilleshall are home to the Grand National Archery Association 
(GNAS) Performance Unit and hosts the majority of National competitions 
 
Outdoors - there are facilities at various points around the county which are in use regularly. 
These can all accommodate any level of archer. There is also an active and mobile coaching 
set up. A central facility that could be used for the elite archers and also made available to 
others would be a great asset. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
National Development Strategy (2006 – 2010) 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Lilleshall: 2012 Pre Games Training Camp listed venue 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Outdoor 
 
Maintain access to existing sites or identify new sites.  
 
Indoor 
 
No requirement for specialist indoor centre(s). New provision through specialist equipment in 
existing/new sports halls. This is likely to be primarily on school sites where the management 
is on a club booking basis.  
 
Priority: 
 

1. Thistley Hough School, Stoke on Trent 
2. Other schools where club need is shown 

 



 

Athletics  
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Participation in athletics (athletics field, athletics track, running track, running cross-
country/road, running road, running ultra marathon, jogging) within the last 4 weeks at CSP 
level (4.34%) is greater than both regional (4.02%) and national (3.93%) averages.  
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 38% of athletics participants are female, this compares with 46% of all those that 
have taken part in sport or active recreation;  

• 3% of athletics participants have a limiting illness or disability whereas 8% of 
those that have taken part in some sport or active recreation have a limiting 
illness or disability;  

• Up to the age of 45, the market share in athletics participation by age is very 
similar to that of the age market share in all sport and active recreation. However 
this does not hold true for the older age groups. For the older age groups of 45-
64 and 65 plus, the market share for all athletics participants is 16% and 2% 
respectively, this compares with 24% and 11% for people who have taken part in 
some sport or active recreation;  

• Only 2% of athletic participants are retired compared to 13% of all those that do 
any sport or active recreation;  

• 22% of athletics participants are from socio-economic groups C2DE compared 
with 31% of people who have done some sport or active recreation.  

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Overall Athletics  
 
There is a good spread of clubs across the SASSOT area. 
 
Athletics Tracks 
 
The demand for athletics tracks is predominantly from young people (aged under 25) and 
the SASSOT area has an ageing population. Given that the provision of athletics tracks is 
above both the regional and national levels of provision it would suggest that there is no 
requirement for additional athletics provision. However: 

• six of the eleven existing tracks are cinder and not suitable for competitions; 
• the relatively low level of current provision in Stoke suggests that there should be 

more provision within this authority. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 

• Competition with other sports for young participants 
• Retention of young people from 15+ 

 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
England Athletics key tracks- 8 lane :  



Northwood (Stoke), Rowley Park (Stafford), Tamworth Sports Stadium (Tamworth). 
Other synthetic track: Shobnall (Burton on Trent) – 8 lane 
Accredited Clubs: 
 
Cannock & Stafford AC      CLUBMARK 
Newcastle (Staffs) AC        CLUBMARK 
Stafford Harriers                 CLUBMARK 
Tamworth AC                      CLUBMARK 
 
Facility Issues: 
 

• Cannock track closed  
• Future of Northwood Stadium is unclear – facility requires investment 

 
Cannock Sports Stadium was closed on 31st July 2008 with the Council no longer able to 
sustain the level of investment required to maintain its’ operation. At the time of its closure 
the track was still in regular use by Cannock and Stafford Athletics Club and also recognised 
by the national governing body as a priority site which might need to be relocated. 
 
The site was earmarked for housing development with the proceeds from the sale ring-
fenced to fund new leisure facilities (identified in the Council’s Leisure Strategy) including a 
replacement for the athletics track on land near to Blake Valley Technology College. 
 
The planning application was referred to a Public Inquiry and planning permission was 
refused on 4th December 2008 because the leisure benefits from the new proposals were not 
considered strong enough to outweigh the loss of open space. 
 
On 22nd December 2008 Cannock Chase District Council, concerned by the fact that the 
closed stadium was becoming a magnet for anti-social behaviour and that the secretary of 
state had refused planning consent, decided the stadium should be demolished although no 
date has so far been fixed. 

 
The Council are currently assessing the potential for a future/revised planning application for 
development of the site and, if successful, remain committed to developing a new athletics 
facility.  
If the site is developed there are two possible options: 

 
• Replace the stadium with a new facility which complies with Sport England   technical 

specification requirements; location to be on the site of Blake Valley Technology 
College in partnership with Staffordshire County Council OR another site within 
Cannock Chase district; 
 

• Joint fund (with Stafford Borough Council) improvements to the Rowley Park facility 
in Stafford to create a Super-Hub level facility and provide a smaller satellite facility 
e.g. a “J” track or similar at Blake Valley Technology College or alternatively at 
another BSF school site. This option would be based on a strategic review of 
athletics provision in the southern half of the SASSOT area. 

 
The preferred option should be informed by a detailed feasibility study, perhaps jointly 
commissioned by Cannock Chase District Council and Stafford Borough Council and 
involving both England Athletics and Sport England.  This should examine which option of 
the above is the most appropriate, and how both the capital costs and the longer-term 
revenue costs will be funded. 
 



 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
UK Athletics Facilities Planning and Delivery 2007 – 2012 proposes: 
 
Indoor 
One regional centre, one regional 200m track and one indoor training centre are 
recommended per 500,000 population, within a 30 minute drive time (or 45 minutes for those 
living in rural locations)   
 
Small scale indoor training centre:  
UK Athletics has not provided a detailed technical specification for the ‘small scale’ indoor 
training centre, but provides the following guidance within the Plan:  
 

Small-scale indoor facilities 
Smaller buildings with shorter straights with, where possible, provision for field 
events. These may not necessarily be built in the traditional manner but may be 
constructed of cheaper materials: laminated timber, fabric etc. These would be 
provided where the criteria for an 82m straight building could not be met but where 
communications are difficult. 
 
Sheltered throwing areas 
At all types of indoor facilities the addition of sheltered throwing areas, covered, 
where implements are released under cover into uncovered landing areas, would 
significantly assist with the development of the throwing events. 

 
Outdoor 
An 8 lane track with covered spectator provision in each CSP area.  One 6 lane track per 
250,000 population, within a 20 minute drive (or 45 minutes for rural locations) *training 
facilities as satellites especially i in rural areas 
*6 lane x 100 m straight or 4 lane x 200m J track or 2 lane x 400 m track or 3 lane x 300 m 
track.  
 
West Midlands Regional Facilities Strategy identifies/supports: 
 

• Stoke on Trent as location for a regional indoor facility;  

• Tamworth as a location for a small scale indoor facility; 

• Relocation of the Cannock track. 

Regional Facilities: 
 
Alexander Stadium – Birmingham 
Alexander Stadium (indoor) – Regional Athletic Centre 
National Indoor Arena 
Aldersely Stadium – Wolverhampton 
Telford Athletics Stadium 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Outdoor Tracks 
 



1. Review network of athletics facility provision in southern half of SASSOT area, to 
support developing proposals for sports development. 

2. Develop and improve the Rowley Park track.  
3. Improve Shobnall track 
4. Maintain Northwood track or relocate to Fenton Manor 
5. Maintain existing network of synthetic tracks 

 
Indoor 
 

1. Regional level provision at Stoke – at Northwood (or relocation site) 
2. Small scale provision at Tamworth 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Figure 58: Existing athletic provision  

 
 
 
 



 

Badminton 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
At CSP level, participation rates in badminton within the last 4 weeks (2.11%) have been 
lower than both regional (2.28%) and national (2.21%) levels. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 12% badminton participants are from black and ethnic minority community compared 
to 9% all sports participants;  

• Only 24% badminton participants are from socio-economic groups C2DE compared 
with 31% all sports participants;  

• 90% badminton participants have access to a car or van in the household compared 
with 86% of all sports participants.  

 
Staffordshire Profile:  
Historically, many county level players have come from the north, where there is a good 
badminton infrastructure in place and participation rates are high.   
 
In the east, the emergence of some pro-active clubs in recent years has had a positive 
impact on participation rates.   
 
Participation rates are the lowest in the south.  Whilst facility provision here is poorer than in 
the north, it is the lack of badminton infrastructure which is perceived to be the reason for 
low participation levels. 
 
In short, the link between participation rates and the availability of coaching is clear. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
The main challenge is recruiting more active coaches that are able to deliver during the day 
as well as in the evenings. With North Staffordshire being the dominant area for badminton, 
a key challenge is to get other areas of the county up to the same standard of provision. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Fenton Manor – Stoke on Trent: 2012 Pre Games Training Camp listed venue 
Paulet High School – Burton on Trent: Performance Centre 
 
Major clubs: 
Barton Badminton Club – East Staffs (play at Barton Village Hall/John Taylor High School) 
Dominies Badminton Club – Stoke on Trent 
Rugeley Badminton Club – Cannock (play at Rugeley Leisure Centre) 
Stafford Badminton Club – Stafford (play at Blessed William Howard School) 
Stoke North Badminton Club – Newcastle under Lyme (play at Clayton Sports Centre) 
Uttoxeter Badminton Club – East Staffs (play at Alleynes School) 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
Although demand for badminton is currently being met through the sports hall network, there 



are no purpose built facilities in the SASSOT area which can accommodate elite  
 
performance.  Since all of the facilities have been built for multi-sports use, there are issues 
with lighting, flooring and background colours being inadequate for badminton. 
 
Preferred areas for specialist facility development would be North Staffs (Newcastle, Stoke, 
Staffs Moorland), East Staffs, Cannock & Stafford and South Staffs.  
 
Specially tailored sports halls meeting the needs of badminton could be  on school sites.  
The key consideration is the potential need to provide for the community during the school 
day.    
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Currently there are no national facility plans in existence, but the NGB has published 
guidance notes on facility design and provision. 
 
The NGB have the following aspirations in relation to facility provision: 
 

• 1 centre per 50,000 adult population and/or within a 15 minute drive time of anyone 
within an urban/semi urban area, or 20 minutes in a rural area 

• A minimum of one “Performance” centre/cell per County or per 500,000 people. 
 
East Staffs has been named as one of the first ten accredited Performance Centres in the 
country by Badmintion  England.  As well as the Performance Centre Coaching sessions, 
there will also be a Junior and Senior Club at the Paulet High School. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Lilleshall 
Telford College of Arts & Technology 
 
Recommendations: 
 
National Governing Body aspirations to be met via proposed network of 6+ court halls (see 
sports halls section) and one additional four court hall per authority (two for Stoke), designed 
or refurbished to meet technical specifications for badminton in terms of lighting, 
background, and flooring.  Four court halls are likely to be located on school sites and ideally 
linked to existing clubs. 
 
 
 
 
 



Basketball 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
At CSP level, participation rates in basketball within the last 4 weeks (0.4%) have been lower 
than both regional (0.56%) and national (0.68%) rates. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 24% of basketball participants are female compared to 46% all sports 
participants;  

• 60% of basketball participants are aged 16-19 compared to 12% all sports 
participants;  

• 31% of basketball participants are from BME communities compared with 9% all 
sports participants;  

• 48% of basketball participants have a household income of over £52,000 
compared with 37% all sports participants;  

• 51% of basketball participants are students compared with 11% of all sports 
participants;  

• 42% of basketball participants have children compared with 34% of all sports 
participants;  

• 22% of basketball participants have no car compared with 14% of all sports 
participants.  

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
A number of key figures have moved from the area and the amount of clubs has decreased 
in the last 5 years, resulting in a decrease in participation rates. 
 
Participation is still high in areas with schools clubs and Community Sports Coaches such 
as: 

• Stoke and Fenton, where the West Midlands U13 girls coach is based; 
• Lichfield, which has a mentor coach based at King Edward School; 
• Burntwood, which has local community sessions at Leisure centre;  
• Tamworth, which has a well organised club (Tamworth Tigers) playing in senior 

leagues in Warwickshire and the West Midlands. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
There is a lack of qualified coaches in the SASSOT area, resulting in an insufficient amount 
of clubs.  Furthermore, none of the existing clubs have Clubmark accreditation. 
 
In addition, access to affordable facilities at peak times is difficult.  This causes problems for 
the clubs which tend to run on Sunday evenings or Friday nights after 8pm. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Current club provision probably accommodates demand for playing within regional leagues. 
There are no national league clubs within the county. 
 
 



 
Main facilities: 
 
Fenton Manor, Stoke on Trent 
King Edward, Lichfield 
Tamworth School 
Burntwood Leisure Centre 
Chase Leisure Centre 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
There is a facilities strategy for 2005 – 2009, which is driven by the concept of “user 
affordability”. Where demand for participation is high, there is a need for a club-managed, 
two-basketball court facility which offers a minimum of 25 peak-time hours for basketball at 
affordable rates. 
 
The heavy investment in outdoor basketball both through the Outdoor Basketball Initiative 
(OBI) and Lottery Sports Fund has enabled the sport to raise its profile in the community and 
provide an ideal first taste of basketball for many individuals. The focus is now on 
encouraging those who participate on outdoor courts to participate indoors in structured 
leagues and to become members of accredited clubs. 
 
England Basketball is keen for basketball clubs to link to educational establishments through 
the Building Schools For the Future programme, alongside which they could align their 
Community Club Development Fund. The development of facilities on school/education sites 
is recognised as good practice and the best opportunity for the clubs to run a successful, 
sustainable programme in a facility that can accommodate one or two basketball courts.  
The investment on school sites does however create issues around: 
 

• Adequate security of tenure; 
• Management of the facility; 
• Investment of capital/revenue by the school/LEA or partner. 

 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Develop specialist basketball centres, geographically spread in urban locations to maximise 
accessibility.  These recommendations could be met via the proposed network of 6 court + 
sports halls (see sports halls section). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Boxing 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
The Active People survey provided too small a sample for the results to register at CSP 
level. Participation within the region (0.48%) is greater than nationally (0.37%). 
 
By the end of the present Whole Sport Plan in 2009, the membership of the Amateur Boxing  
Association of England (ABAE) is expected to be in excess of 50,000, comprising 14,000 
“carded boxers” and a further 40,000+ recreational boxers. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• Three quarters of boxers are men (75%);  
• Over half of boxers are in the 16-24 age bracket (51%) compared to 22% of 

those that take part in all sport;  
• The ‘reach’ of boxing to non-white adults is high when compared to other sports, 

with 15% of boxing participants being non-white compared to 9% of those that 
take part in any sport or active recreation.  

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Burntwood ABC – Redwood Park Community Centre 
Burslem ABC -  Stoke on Trent 
Burton on Trent ABC 
Hulton Abbey ABC – Wallace Centre, Stoke on Trent 
Impact ABC – Stoke on Trent 
Orme ABC -  Newcastle under Lyme 
Queensbury Police ABC – Stoke on Trent 
Silverdale ABC – Silverdale Social Centre, Newcastle under Lyme 
Sneyd ABC – Holden Lane Sports College 
Stafford Town ABC – Elite 2000, Stafford 
Staffordshire University ABC – Stoke on Trent 
Stoke City ABC -  Stoke Recreation Centre 
Stoke YMCA ABC 
The Right Stuff Stone Police – Fighting Fit Gym, Stone 
Tom Lowe ABC – Stoke on Trent 
Caseys Gym ABC – Cannock 
Rugeley Police Boys ABC – Rugeley 
Tamworth ABC – The Corner Post Gym, Tamworth 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
Clubs are traditionally established in obscure places such as backrooms of pubs or 
church/community halls. However, in many cases the market value of these venues has 
increased due to interest shown by developers, and facilities have been lost. Also, where 



facilities do exist the owners now charge commercial rental rates. 
 
Because of the time and difficulty associated with continually taking down and setting up 
equipment, boxing facilities should ideally be in place on a permanent basis.  In addition, 
facilities need to be open 5 or 6 times per week.  
 
Boxing skills (i.e. “non contact boxing”) are increasingly being delivered in schools. These 
activities could be delivered in a multi- purpose space/standard sports hall.  
 
Midland Counties is actively encouraging the development of boxing clubs in multi-sport 
environments alongside other sports. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Whole Sport Plan 2005 – 2009 
Midland Counties Regional Development Plan 2006 – 2009 
 
Expected outcomes from the above plans include the development of a regional club 
network comprising: 
 

• One or two regional centres of excellence, county centres and 50 hub/beacon clubs 
with ABAE accreditation;  

• Midland Counties will set up one or two beacon clubs to act as centres of excellence; 
• The club network will also include four county/divisional centres based at prominent 

clubs or centres. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Recommendations: 
 
There is no specific requirement for hub level facilities. However, opportunities for providing 
facilities in a small specialist area on school sites should be explored, in order to meet the 
needs of the extended skills acquisition agenda.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Canoeing 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
The Active People survey provided too small a sample for the results to register at CSP 
level. Participation within the region (0.24%) is marginally lower than nationally (0.26%). 
 
The NGB is reporting annual growth figures in the recreational sector of about 9%.  
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 3 in 4 canoe participants are employed (75%). This is higher than the 
           proportion of all those that do sport and active recreation which is 66%; 

• Only 3% of participants are non-white as opposed to 9% of the Active 
           People respondents; 

• Nearly 2 in 3 participants are male (64%); 
• Approximately 3 in 10 participants are aged 16-24. 1 in 4 are between the 

           ages of 25 and 34, 1 in 4 are aged 35 and 44 and 1 in 5 are between the 
           ages of 45 and 64; 

• 2 in 5 canoeists have a household income of over £52,000. 
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Most opportunities for canoeing centre on the River Trent, the area’s canal system, 
Trentham Lake and Rudyard Lake.   
 
Participation rates are usually low when there is a need to travel to the few locations that can 
provide a base for canoeing.   Participation rates tend to increase where there is access to 
ancillary facilities such as changing rooms or toilets.   
 
Stafford & Stone and Burton Canoe clubs have been fortunate to establish a club base many 
years ago and Trentham are going through the process as a joint venture.  However, 
Tamworth Canoe Club is limited by being pool-based. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
The cost of equipment per capita is initially high compared with some sports. The continued 
growth of the sport is increasing the need to resolve access issues. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Canoesport is primarily about journeying so participants use a variety of waterways.  
However, for competition disciplines localised sites are often necessary such as the slalom 
course at Stone.  As a general rule, clubs are based at specific sites. New facilities are 
about to be built at Trentham and the facilities at Burton are only 12 months old.  
 
Clubs in the SASSOT area are as follows: 
Burton Canoe Club  
Gailey Canoe club 
Stafford & Stone Canoe Club 
Tamworth Canoe Club 
Trentham Canoe Club 



 
Gailey, Stafford & Stone and Burton can or already do support low to high level 
competition and/or recreation activity. 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
Issues surrounding participation include limited access to water that  
are maintaining and expanding access to water; many are restricted. Providing 21st century 
facilities that are attractive to potential canoesport participants: there is either a legacy of old 
facilities (e.g. Burton until 2007, Stafford & Stone currently) or the need to establish new 
facilities adjacent waterways - this is a difficult challenge – even facilities provided for other 
sports are not considered at the design stage as to how they might accommodate/help 
'minor' sports that are not perceived as traditional. 
The facilities at Gailey CC are in need of replacement or refurbishment. 
The facilities at Stafford and Stone are in need of development. 
Facilities need to be adjacent water, have adequate car parking, near centres of 
population/schools et al.  The NGBs priority is to ensure that current clubs can either 
upgrade what they already have, or provide a facility for an already established club. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Development Plan 2005 – 2009: 
  
Provision of a facility to go canoeing within 30 minute drive time, provision of a discipline-
specific facility within 45 minute drive time. Underpinned by: 
 

• Major white water facility for every 5 million people; 
• Specialist white water facility in each region; 
• One club for every area (70 – 90,000 population). 

 
Aspiration to ensure that all current clubs are clubmarked and remain so.  To encourage 
clubs to offer a wide range of canoesport activity where this is practical.  To offer the 
diversity of the sport to as much of the population as possible - "Something for Everyone".   
There are a number of plans for new sites in the West Midlands and these will be finalised in 
the new national facility strategy when published. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
No major canoe centres currently in the West Midlands. Nearest major centre is Holme 
Pierrepont - National Watersports Centre, Nottinghamshire (2012 Pre Games Training Camp 
listed venue) 
 
Recommendations: 
 

1. Support replacement/refurbishment of facilities at Gailey CC 
2. Support development of facilities at Stafford & Stone CC 
3. Await NGB facility strategy plans  
4. Explore opportunities to improve access through restoration of quarries (see 

Central Rivers Area Strategy 
 
 
 
 



Climbing 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
There is no information available in terms of participation and trends within the sport.  
 
Participation profile (climbing and mountaineering): 
 

• 30% of climbing and mountaineering participants are female compared to 46% all 
sports participants.  

• 95% of climbing and mountaineering participants are white.  
• 18% of climbing and mountaineering participants are aged 25-29 compared to 

9% all sports participants.  
• 9% of climbing and mountaineering participants earn under £15,600 compared 

with 15% all sports participants.  
• 22% of climbing and mountaineering participants are from socio-economic 

groups C2DE compared to 31% all sports participants.  
 
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Primary issue/challenge for the British Mountaineering Council (BMC) in relation to outdoor 
climbing is to maintain access – engaging with land owners. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Very few indoor climbing walls in Staffordshire: 
Newcastle under Lyme:  

• Keele University – moulded concrete bouldering wall 
• Chesterton Community Centre – bolt on traversing wall 

 
Stafford: 

• Balfour Climbing Wall (Sir Graham Balfour School) – up to 6m high brick wall with  
bolt-ons 
 

Stoke on Trent: 
• Staffordshire University, Sir Stanley Matthews SC – small top-roping wall. Recent 

investment has created around 60sqm with 6 lines 
• Stoke on Trent Boulder, Central Forest Park – open access boulder 

 
Facility Issues: 
 
There are no specialist indoor facilities in the CSP area. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 



Dedicated facilities 
 
Birmingham has two major commercial climbing walls: 

• Creation Climbing Centre (Moseley Road) 

• Redpoint Climbing Centre (Cecil Street) 

Warwick University – Bear Rock Climbing Centre 
Wolverhampton – Wolf Mountain (commercial) 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Develop one specialist indoor climbing centre in Newcastle or Stoke. Possible locations: 
 

• FE/HE site 
• Retail centre 
• Extreme/Adventure sports centre 
• Existing redundant building – opportunity to explore option at St Michaels Chapel site 

(opposite Northwood Stadium, Stoke) c.f. St Werburgh’s, Bristol 
• Part of the redevelopment of a town centre site in Newcastle under Lyme 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cricket 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
At CSP level, participation rates in cricket within the last 4 (0.71%) have been lower than 
both regional (0.92%) and national (0.93%) levels. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• One fifth of those who play cricket are non-white, indicating that cricket is a sport 
which is relatively strong at attracting participants from BME communities. In 
comparison, only 9% of those that take part in active sport are from BME 
communities.  

• Just under half (48%) of those who play cricket are from the socio-economic 
groups ABC1.  

• Cricket is popular among students, with a quarter of cricketers being students.  
28% of cricketers are aged 16-19, compared to 12% who have participated in any  
sport or active recreation. 

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
In general participation in Staffordshire is very strong.  Currently there are: 

• 4 or 5 junior leagues; 
• 29 clubs currently have Club Mark accreditation (expected to be 30 by end of 

September 2008); 
• 270 coaches undertook qualifications over winter 2007/08; 
• 9 Staffordshire-based players on the elite player programme; 
• 2 England U21 women who have been accepted at Derbyshire Academy; 
• Approx 20 players have progressed through Staffordshire framework to first-class 

cricket academies. 
 

The Staffordshire Cricket Board works across forty nine Focus Club Clusters, twelve local 
authorities, and two County Sports Partnerships. 
 
The “Chance to Shine” programme involves 8 clubs.  The programme is broken down into 
individual projects which revolve around the activities of ONE cricket club and a cluster of 
SIX state schools located in the close vicinity of the cricket club. 
 
England And Wales Cricket Board (ECB) qualified coaches engaged by the cricket clubs 
deliver a structured programme of coaching and competition, as well as Summer Camps 
during school holidays.  The coaching and competition programme is supplemented by 
training for teachers and coaches, provision of cricket equipment and facility development. 
 
Within the SASSOT area there is a local cricket development group for each local authority. 
There are 4 full-time officers and 6 community coaches. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
The biggest challenge is the delivery of cricket within schools. At present, there are 
insufficient community coaches. 
 
 



Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 

Cannock Cricket Club Clubmark Cannock   
Cannock & Rugeley Cricket Club Clubmark Cannock   
Barton under Needwood Cricket 
Club Clubmark East Staffordshire  
Lichfield Cricket Club  Clubmark Lichfield  
Kidsgrove Cricket Club Clubmark Newcastle under Lyme 
Porthill Park Cricket Club Clubmark Newcastle under Lyme 
Newcastle & Hartshill CC Clubmark Newcastle under Lyme 

Swindon Cricket Club Clubmark
South 
Staffordshire  

Wombourne Cricket Club Clubmark
South 
Staffordshire  

 
Enville Cricket Club 

 
Clubmark

 
South 
Staffordshire  

Himley Cricket Club Clubmark
South 
Staffordshire  

Brewood Cricket Club Clubmark
South 
Staffordshire  

Milford Hall Cricket Club Clubmark Stafford   
Moddershall Cricket Club Clubmark Stafford   
Oulton Cricket Club Clubmark Stafford   
Stafford Cricket Club Clubmark Stafford   
Stone Cricket Club Clubmark Stafford   
Meir Heath Cricket Club Clubmark Stafford   
Eccleshall Cricket Club Clubmark Stafford   
Little Stoke Cricket Club Clubmark Stafford   
Checkley Cricket Club Clubmark Staffordshire Moorlands 
Leek Cricket Club Clubmark Staffordshire Moorlands 
Longton Cricket Club Clubmark Stoke-on-Trent  
Sandyford Cricket Club Clubmark Stoke-on-Trent  

 
Indoor Facilities: Sandon High School, Stoke on Trent (a centre of excellence) 
                           Clayton Sports Centre, Newcastle 
 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
Where indoor facilities exist the hire charge is expensive.  For instance, Sandon High School 
in Stoke has excellent state-of-the-art facilities, but is expensive to hire.  The indoor facilities 
at Clayton Sports Centre (Trust) are of a good standard, but they are not dedicated to 
cricket. 
 
The ECB has identified a number of broad priorities in relation to facility provision. These 
include: 
 

• Achieving security of tenure for cricket clubs; 

• Improving the standard of pavilions and support facilities; 



 

• Improving the standard (i.e. appropriate/specialist lighting and flooring) and 
availability of indoor sports halls i.e. cricket played within a multi-sport centre; 

• Improving the standard of strategically located indoor cricket centres. 

 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Staffordshire Cricket Board  
 
Cricket Facilities Strategy 2009 – 13 reflects the ECB priorities (above). Specifically: 
 
Security of tenure – only 46% of facilities audited had appropriate tenure arrangements to 
enable the club to access public funding. Staffordshire Cricket will work with clubs to raise 
the awareness of the importance of having a minimum 21 years lease agreement with 
landowners. 
Indoor Facilities – of the 40 facilities audited, 28 were on school sites. Staffordshire Cricket 
will work with the indoor facilities to identify potential improvement areas and consider future 
investment.  Given the high percentage of school sites Staffordshire Cricket will also work to 
establish links within the BSF programme in Staffordshire. Dialogue already started within 
Tamworth.  
 
The strategy also identifies an aspiration for all Focus Clubs and Affiliated Clubs with a junior 
section to have an indoor net facility within twenty minutes travelling time of the club ground. 

• Focus Clubs to have access to facility for 2 hours senior activity and 3-4 hours junior 
activity per week (Jan – Apr). 

• Affiliated Clubs with a junior section to have access to facility for 2 hours junior 
activity per week 

 
The development of a cricket specific indoor cricket centre for cricket within Staffordshire is 
an aspiration and avenues are being explored to assess the potential of the project being 
delivered.  
 
 
Chance to Shine Programme 

This is a 10 year programme which began in 2007. 200 projects in year 1 which will grow 
year on year to 800 -1000, engaging 1/3 of state schools). The motivation behind 
Chance to shine lies in recognising the power of competitive team sports – and cricket in 
particular – to help young people develop skills and attitudes that will help them in all 
aspects of their future lives. 

Cricket can play a vital role in the education and well-being of young people from all 
communities, since cricket, played regularly in competition, gives cricket is the ultimate 
team game. It demands both individual and collective responsibility. 

Cricket insists upon high standards of conduct and provides good role models. 
 
Cricket teaches leadership and team-work, as well as strategic awareness and risk-



taking. 

Cricket is wholly inclusive and draws together people from all cultures and backgrounds.  
It gives opportunities to boys and girls, as well as to those with disabilities. 

Cricket is able to reach all of our major ethnic communities in a way no other sport can. 

Little Stoke CC (ECB Focus Club) The development of a new indoor cricket school, 
costing £2 million, is currently at the planning stage. 

Regional Facilities: 
 
Edgbaston Cricket Centre, Birmingham 
Tipton Sports Academy – has operated the Sandwell Indoor League for 16 years 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Await outcomes of Staffordshire Cricket Board indoor cricket project feasibility study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cycling 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
At CSP level, participation rates in cycling within the last 4 weeks (3.47%) have been lower 
than both regional (3.49%) and national (4.02%) levels. 
 
As a competitive cycling nation, Britain is currently ranked No1 in the world, a rise of 16 
places since 1997. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 29% of all cycling participants are female, this compares with 46% of all those who 
have taken part in sport or active recreation;  

• 6% of cycling participants are from black and ethnic minorities, compared with 9% of 
all those that take part in sport or active recreation;  

• Over a quarter (26%) of cycling participants are within the age group 35-44, this is a 
higher share when compared with all those that take part in sport (22%).  

 The profile of cycling participants by household income is very similar to that of the 
profile of adults who have undertaken any sport and active recreation in the past four 
weeks;  

• Nearly three quarters (73%) of cycling participants are in employment, compared with 
two thirds (66%) of participants in all sports. There is a lower market share for retired 
cyclists (8%) than for retired participants in all sports (13%).  

 
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Staffordshire has a strong background in cycling with three particularly well-established 
clubs based in the county. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Velodromes/Closed-Road Circuits 
 
Three of the current best clubs in the country are based within Staffordshire: 

• Newcastle Track Association is based at the Lyme Valley Velodrome; 
• Lyme RC which is also based in the same area but caters for more multi discipline 

cycling;  
• Lichfield City CC, who again are a multi discipline club and operate a highly 

successful coaching and training programme based at Curborough, near Lichfield. 
 
Lyme Valley Velodrome is one of the best outdoor facilities in the country.  It was refurbished 
under Community Club Development Programme funding by British Cycling approximately 5 
years ago and is used 2-3 times per week by the local club from April to September.  
 
Newcastle Track Association has aspirations to develop an indoor velodrome. 
 
Curborough motor racing circuit has been successfully used by a number of Midland cycling 



clubs for some years.  More recently, Lichfield Cycling Club has used the circuit to host a 
series of well-supported competitions as well as for twice weekly youth coaching sessions. 
However, the venue is currently under threat from housing development.   As the only 
closed-road circuit available for regular use in the SASSOT area, its loss would have a 
considerable impact on the sport. 
 
There are proposals to develop a Velo Park at Fenton Manor, Stoke- on-Trent. The 
proposals include a closed-road circuit. 
 
Mountain-Biking 
 
For many years, Cannock Chase has been a popular natural facility for mountain biking.  
The Forestry Commission has developed the Chase Trails cycle track using well marked and 
maintained sections of the forest. There are also marked recreational cycling paths suitable 
for all ages and abilities.  Both options are available for use 12 months of the year.    
 
Cyclo-Cross 
 
There is a proposal to develop a cyclo-cross course at Central Forest Park, Stoke on Trent. 
 
Cycle Speedway 
 
Stoke Cycle Speedway – Smallwood Playing Fields, Stoke on Trent.  This is the only cycle 
speedway venue in the SASSOT area (and only one of only 5 in West Midlands – others 
being in Sandwell, Birmingham, Coventry, Wednesfield) 
 
Note: 
Burnwood School in Chell Heath has a multi discipline cycling facility which includes a 
banked track, BMX area and off-road mountain bike track.  It is considered by the NGB to be 
a model of good practice for other schools to follow.  It is anticipated that this will continue to 
be used solely as a school/inter school facility. 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
The biggest single rate limiting factor to participation and excellence in cycling is the lack of 
purpose built facilities. Whilst this situation is slowly improving, what is really required is a 
network of multi-disciplined traffic-free facilities throughout England. The best example of 
this in the West Midlands region is the cycle circuit attached to the new Shrewsbury Sports 
centre; the 1100m circuit is floodlit and used by all ages and multi able and disabled sports 
12 months per year. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Go-Ride is British Cycling's well-recognised and acclaimed youth development programme. 
Delivery is dependent on a strong partnership between the NGB, schools, local agencies 
and Go-Ride accredited (Clubmarked) clubs. The programme is designed to be delivered on 
any school playing field or playground and whilst this is sufficient in initial stages, young 
riders need to be able to progress to either a multi-discipline facility or or a specific discipline 
facility such as Lyme Valley Stadium. 
 
British Cycling try to work with clusters of activity e.g. the ideal model would be a 
Clubmarked club working with a local secondary school and feeder primary school, located 
close to a purpose built facility. 
 



Regional Facilities: 
 
There are 2 specialist closed road circuits in the region: 
 

• Shrewsbury 
• Solihull  

 
Other closed road circuits are: 
 

• Wheels Park, Birmingham 
• Curborough Track 

 
There are 3 hard track velodromes: 
 

• Halesowen 
• Newcastle under Lyme (Lyme Valley) 
• Wolverhampton 

 
There is currently a lack of high quality competition venues for BMX but Birmingham City 
Council is currently developing options for both national and international standard venues. 
 
Chase Trial is the most significant mountain biking venue in the region. 
 
Cycle speedway is adequately catered for across the region in terms of the number of tracks 
although all of the tracks are in need of upgrading/refurbishment.  
 
Cyclo Cross is catered for at Aldersley Stadium, Wolverhampton and Birmingham Wheels 
Park. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. Secure future of closed-road cycling at current Curborough circuit or relocated site. 
2. Further detailed feasibility study for the development of a floodlit closed road circuit (such 

as Shrewsbury) and BMX track close to Stoke on Trent/Newcastle and linked to a key 
club. 

3. Support proposal for development of a cyclo-cross circuit at Central Forest Park, Stoke 
on Trent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Equestrian 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
At CSP level, participation in horse riding (horse riding, dressage, pony trekking, show 
jumping, three day eventing, trotting, polocrosse) within the last 4 weeks(1.18%) has been 
higher than both regional (0.91%) and national (0.99%) participation rates. 
 
The National Equestrian Survey (2006) conducted by the British Equestrian Association 
(BETA) identified that there were 210,000 members of the constituent bodies of the British 
Equestrian Federation (BEF). BEF’s aim is to increase this number to 260,000 by 2009. 
There are currently an estimated 2.4 million regular riders nationally. 
 
Across the West Midlands there are: 
 

• 48 British Horse Riding Establishments;  
• 58 Pony Club Centres; 
• 42 riding for the Disabled Association Riding Clubs 

 
There are facility and competition networks across the region providing for  
a number of equestrian disciplines. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• Horse riding is dominated by female participants - 86% of horse riders are female; 
• Only 2% of participants are non white, highlighting that horse riding is not attracting 

much of the non-white population; 
• Just over half of horse riders are between the ages of 35-64; 
• The majority of horse riders are in employment (70%). 

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Levels of participation are stronger in some areas than others.   
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
The main challenges: 

• Expense – typically £25.00 per hour for lessons. Challenge is trying to increase 
opportunities at a subsidised rate.  

 
• Often considered elitist. 

 
Club and Coach funding from Sport England West Midlands will be used to increase 
participation across 5 development environments one of which focuses on inner city riding 
and offering the chance of taking part in riding to communities via school club links and 
linking with other common agendas such as positive futures and link programmes. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Rodbaston College – South Staffs (agricultural college, located north of Penkridge. 
Specialises in equestrianism and animal husbandry) 
 



Other facilities catering for people without their own horse include: 
Riding Schools  (all commercial)  
Pony Club Centres (usually based at Riding Schools),  
Riding for the Disabled venues (may be based at colleges, riding schools or private venues) 
 
For people with their own horse there is a strong network of Pony Club Branches for juniors 
and Riding Clubs, some with their own facilities.  There are also a large number of 
competition venues, usually on private land, across the SASSOT area.  
 
Note: Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent 2012 Games Legacy Action Plan - “the proposal to 
build the Lee Pearson Equestrian Academy in Leek would enhance the national and 
international and reputation of the Sub Region”.  The NGB wishes to explore the 
opportunities, and initial discussions are due in December 2008.  
 
Facility Issues: 
 
BETA National Equestrian Survey (2006) indicated that 10.6% of lapsed riders suggested 
that they had stopped riding due to a lack of local facilities. 
 
At both national and regional level there is a need for good quality indoor facilities (70m x 
30m) and good quality surfaces. 
 
Majority of facilities are in private/commercial/club ownership.  State of repair etc will vary 
although all of the listed facilities/clubs have been through an approval/inspection process as 
part of their membership. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
BEF Strategic Plan (2005 – 2009) 
BEF Participation Strategy 2006 
Facilities Strategy for Equestrian Sport and Recreation 2006 
 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
2012 Pre Games Training Camp listed venues: 
 
Bromyard Equestrian Centre – Hereford 
Royal Leamington Spa Polo Club 
Stoneleigh Park (near Coventry) – possible hub site of National Equestrian Institute 
Moreton Morrell College – Warwickshire 
Uttoxeter Racecourse 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Encourage private sector provision by positive planning policies. Analysis of facility provision 
would suggest a need to develop capacity around Stafford and Stoke to enable riding to be 
offered to a greater percentage of the urban population. 
 
Explore feasibility of the proposed Lee Pearson Equestrian Academy, following discussions 
with the NGB. 
  
 



Fencing 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
The Active People survey provided too small a sample for the results to register at CSP or 
regional level. Participation nationally within the last 4 weeks is 0.05%. 
 
From 1989 to 1997 the British Fencing Association developed a strategic approach to the 
development of fencing across the UK. Much has changed since the strategic approach was 
adopted with numbers participating in the sport having risen from around 5,000 to 10,000 (as 
at November 2005).  
 
Many young fencers start fencing whilst at school or at activity camps. It is estimated that 
300,000 children per annum have “taster” sessions around the UK.  
 
Participation profile: 

• 23% of fencing participants are female compared to 46% all sports participants;  
• 21% of fencing participants are aged 16-19 compared with 12% all sports 

participants.  
 
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Fencing is not currently a widespread sport in the county.  Outside of Stoke on Trent only 
Stone Fencing Club is known to be active.  Unlike other counties there are insufficient clubs 
within Staffordshire to form a county union.  
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 

Facility 
NGB 
Affiliation Club Type 

Type of 
Site Suitability Age 

Fenton 
Manor  No 

Pay & Play 
sessions 

Leisure 
centre Participation All 

Keele 
University Yes 

University 
sports club University Participation 

Student 
only 

Yarlet 
School No 

Stone Fencing 
Club School Participation Adult 

 
Fencing is increasing in importance at the Fenton Manor Leisure Centre, Stoke on Trent. In 
addition, Keele University has coaching available through the athletic union club for 
undergraduates. 
  
As school-based clubs are not registered through the national governing body, there are no 
indicators are available for school-based opportunities.  However, there have been no 
entrants for the national age-related championships (held in Stoke) so it is highly likely they 
are few in number and low in attendance. 
 
 
 
 
 



Facility Issues: 
 
Fencing pistes and their accompanying electronics are normally temporary and can be 
accommodated in any relatively small indoor space. However, for competition purposes 
multiple pistes are required and so access to a standard 4 court sports hall is needed. 
Fencing does not require specific flooring etc. and, especially at participation level, can be 
carried out on any clean, dry, firm, smooth, non-slip surface.  Heat, light and ventilation 
requirements are the same as badminton and many other indoor sports activities. Most 
equipment to support it is portable or personal to the fencers themselves.  On site storage is 
an advantage. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Regional and National Development is the responsibility of the West Midlands Region 
England Fencing Committee which feeds into the England Fencing organisation, the home 
country for British Fencing. Currently there are no facility strategies. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
There are plans for a Fencing Development Centre at Birmingham University which, if 
realised, would service the West Midlands. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Requirements can be met through existing sports hall and other facility provision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Football 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
At CSP level, participation in football (indoor and outdoor) within the last 4 week (6.67%) has 
been lower than both regional (6.81%) and national (7.15%) rates. 
 
Participation profile: 

• Only 9% of footballers are female;  
• A third of all footballers are aged 16-19 compared to 12% of all those have taken part 

in sport or active recreation; 
• 18% of footballers have a household income of £52,000 or more compared to 37% of 

all those that have taken part in sport or active recreation.  
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Professional/Semi-Professional Clubs: 
Stoke City FC 
Port Vale FC 
Burton Albion FC 
Stafford Rangers FC 
Tamworth FC 
Hednesford Town FC 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Staffordshire FA Development Plan 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
FA National Centre – due to become an operational centre in 2010. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Grass Pitches: Support conclusions of local Playing Pitch Strategies 
 
Synthetic Turf: 
 
1. Support proposal for full-size 3G pitch at Cardinal Griffin School, Cannock 
2. Support proposal for full-size 3G pitch at Birchall, Leek 
3. Explore option of full-size 3G pitch in Stafford linked to new growth – possibly sharing 

with rugby union 
 
FA National Centre: 
Explore opportunities to access facilities for community-use and/or key clubs within the sub-
region. 



  

  
  

Gymnastics 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
The Active People survey does not provide participation results to register at CSP level. 
Participation in Gymnastics (gymnastics and trampolining) in the region within the last 4 
weeks (0.33%) has been marginally higher than nationally (0.31%). 
 
Contemporary figures show that there are 150,000 registered gymnasts in 1,110 registered 
clubs (Source: BG Membership Department, November 2005).  However, this is not a true 
reflection of the level of gymnastics undertaken in the UK.  A significant level of activity takes 
place in unregistered clubs, but it is not possible yet to quantify this.  
 
In terms of sports club membership, gymnastics is fourth equal in terms of most popular 
activity amongst young people with 5% belonging to such a club. Membership levels are 
higher amongst girls than boys (8% compared to 2%) and for primary school aged children 
(6% compared to 3% for those at secondary school). 
 
Participation profile: 

• 77% gymnastics and trampolining participants are female compared to 46% all sports 
participants;  

• 35% gymnastics and trampolining participants are aged 16-19 compared to 12% all 
sports participants; 

• 55% gymnastics and trampolining participants have children compared to 34% all 
sports participants;  

• 29% gymnastics and trampolining participants are students compared with 11% of all 
sports participants.  

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 

• There is a shortage of coaches, especially for men’s gymnastics. UKCC has had an 
impact on both candidates and tutors/assessors. Courses cannot have more than 10 
candidates which has increased costs to individuals and had an impact on the 
throughput of coaches. 

• Schools participation is declining, although there is a big demand for after-schools 
clubs. The challenge is to identify suitable/available coaches: University students 
who have undertaken a coaching qualification as part of their coursework generally 
don’t stay in the area and other coaches tend to be directly linked to specific clubs 
and are generally not available for school-based programmes. 

 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Fenton Manor – Stoke on Trent: 2012 Pre Games Training Camp listed venue (Rhythmic 
and Artistic) 
 



City of Stoke Gymnastics Club (GC) – Stoke on Trent Gymnastics Centre (dedicated facility) 
– Clubmark accredited 
Stone GC – Clubmark accredited 
 
Uttoxeter GC – Dovefields Leisure Park (dedicated facility) – Clubmark accredited 
East Staffs GC – dedicated facility at Paulet High School (Burton on Trent): opened in 
January 2009 (£350k grant from Sports England/NGB to extend and refurbish school 
gymnasium which became available when the new school sports hall opened. Initial 21 year 
community use agreement) Clubmark accredited 
Stafford GC – dedicated facility 
Tamworth GC – dedicated facility – Clubmark accredited 
 
A dedicated gymnastics centre (DGC) can be defined as a facility for the sole use and 
purpose of gymnastics. Such facilities can be “free standing” as single entity buildings, or 
part of a larger complex, such as a school or leisure centre. Such facilities can be purpose-
built or renovated existing buildings suitable for gymnastics.  
 
It is recognised that DGCs can operate at any level and cater for a wide range of 
disciplines. However, in developing existing DGCs, in terms of renovation or “new build” 
DGC facilities, due consideration needs to be given to how such a development will impact 
on provision and to what level. In addition, consideration needs to be given to the inclusion 
of under-represented and/or facility compatible disciplines within DGC development. An 
example of this would be, according to the height requirement, Trampoline Gymnastics 
with Acrobatic Gymnastics and Tumbling and/or Rhythmic Gymnastics. 
 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
Possible relocation of Stoke-on-Trent GC.  
South Staffs GC in Cannock are seeking their own dedicated facility. 
 
There are proposals for a new specialist gymnastics centre at either Fenton Manor or 
Dimensions in Stoke on Trent. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Facility Strategy (Stage 1) – June 2006 supports broad aims of British Gymnastics One Stop 
Plan (2005 – 2009): 
 
1. 20 HPC/IPC (Performance) clubs with a total of 200 gymnasts training 25-30 hours 
per week in each discipline. 
2. British Gymnastics training programmes delivered and monitored in the 20 
HPC/IPC (Performance) clubs within each discipline. 
3. Each of the HPC/IPC (Performance) clubs to be based in an international standard 
facility with affordable access for a minimum of 25-30 hours priority Performance 
training per week. 
 
The Facility Strategy focuses on four key areas: 
 
1. The expansion of the network of community based Foundation and 
Development clubs and facilities offering gymnastics 
2. The development of additional facilities to Performance Development and 
Performance standards 
3. Implementation of a strategic Club Classification System 



4. Provide a comprehensive package of facility design and gymnastic 
Requirement 
 
General criteria for the development of DGCs for each discipline* include: 

• 250,000 population and/or 30 minute drive (45 minutes in more rural areas) 
• Absence of competition facilities located within identified catchment, or 

 
• Clear evidence of latent/suppressed demand 
• Rational and justifiable business/development plans 

 
England Regional Development Plans (2005 – 2009) aspire to develop dedicated centres for 
each county to encourage the formation of county squads 
 
* The sport of gymnastics incorporates eight disciplines: 

• Men’s Artistic Gymnastics (comprising floor, pommel horse, rings, vault, parallel 
• bars and high bar) 
• Women’s Artistic Gymnastics (comprising vault, asymmetric bars, beam and floor) 
• Rhythmic Gymnastics (comprising hoop, ribbon, clubs and rope) 
• Trampoline Gymnastics 
• Acrobatic and Tumbling Gymnastics 
• Aerobic Gymnastics 
• General Gymnastics 
• Disability Gymnastics (GMPD) 

 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Lilleshall National Sports Centre 
Gymnastics and Martial Arts Centre, Birmingham 
Munrow Centre, Birmingham University 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. Enhance existing provision to cater for a wide range of disciplines. 
2. Support proposals for a new specialist gymnastics centre at Fenton Manor or 

Dimensions, Stoke-on-Trent. 
3. Await further guidance from emerging Whole Sport Plan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Handball 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
 Due to the small sample, participation in Handball within the last four weeks (0.01%) can 
only be recorded nationally in the Active People survey. 
The strongest region for Handball is the north west – a reflection of where the national 
governing body offices are based and where the majority of development work occurs.  
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Handball activity in Staffordshire is currently quite limited. The majority takes place in 
Cannock. 
There is interest from schools particularly with regard to key stage 3 of the national 
curriculum where Handball is an effective medium for teaching competencies. Courses for 
school teachers are run from Cardinal Griffin School. 
Current activity in  Cannock schools includes: 
• School tournaments for yrs 7, 8 & 9 (4 per year) 
• Work in 6 feeder schools for yrs 3 & 4 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 

• There is a lack of coaches/experience  
• There is currently very little governing body support to develop the sport 
 

Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
There is only one club in Staffordshire – Olympic Cannock, who currently play in Division 
Two of the National League. They have aspirations to play in Division One. 
Hagley Park School, Rugeley – is able to accommodate a full-size court (40m x 20m*) and 
has a sprung floor. 
Chase Leisure Centre currently has a full-size court but it is very expensive to hire  
 
* a four badminton court hall is not big enough. 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
The proposal for a new sports centre at Cannock Chase to replace the existing one only 
includes provision for a 30m x 20m sports hall which is too small. This would in effect reduce 
the number of facilities offering full size handball courts.  
Note: Handball can be played on smaller courts and, whilst desirable, sprung flooring is not 
essential. It can also be played on outdoor courts. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Currently a joint development plan is being created between British Handball, England 
Handball and the Scottish Handball Association to take advantage of 2012. 
 
Recommendations: 
Requirements will be met via network of 6+ court sports hall proposals. 
 



Hockey 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
The Active People Survey does not include participation figures within the last four weeks at 
CSP level but regional participation (0.35%) matches national participation (0.35%). 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 0.3% of all adults take part in hockey  
• 43% of adult hockey players are under the age of 19, in comparison 12% of those 

that take part in any sport or active recreation are in this age group  
• 41% of adult hockey players are students, compared to 11% of those that take part in 

any sport or active recreation.  
• There is a reasonably equal gender balance, with slightly more men playing hockey 

than women, similar to the profile for sport overall.  
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
The NGB’s main aspiration across all counties is to help more clubs achieve Clubmark 
accreditation, to develop more formal links between clubs and school sports partnerships, to 
run at least one level 1 coaching course per year, and to roll out the implementation of 
hockey's single system. 

 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Cannock HC – Clubmark/Clubs 1st accredited:  Inc. 2 water-based STPs. 2012 Pre Games 
Training Camp listed venue 
Lichfield HC – Clubmark/Clubs 1st accredited 
Leek HC – Clubmark/Clubs 1st accredited 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
West Midlands Hockey Facility Strategy 2002 – 2007 now out of date.  
 
At the moment England Hockey does not have a facilities strategy, mainly because they 
have been awaiting funding announcements, and also because of the huge changes the 
single system is bringing about.  Over the next year or two, a number of key specific sites 
will be identified in each region and county, and these will then form the basis for the 
facilities strategy going forward.   The key sites in Staffs are not yet confirmed, but they will 
be roughly located as follows: 
South West - Cannock 
South East - Lichfield / Tamworth / Burton 
Central - Stafford / Stone / Uttoxeter  
North - Leek / Newcastle 
 
 
 



Regional Facilities: 
 
Water-based pitches: 
 
Fox Hollies LC – Birmingham  
Birmingham University (2) – English Institute of Sport (EIS) Centre for hockey 
Lilleshall National Sports Centre 
North Solihull SC 
Wyndley Stadium – Sutton Coldfield 
(Cannock – 2) 
 
Double-pitch (or more) sites: 
 
Aldersley Stadium – Wolverhampton 
Birmingham University 
Bycars Dimensions LC – Stoke-on-Trent 
Coventry School 
King Edwards School – Birmingham 
Stourport  Sports and Leisure Club 
Warwick School 
Warwick University 
Cannock (3) 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Anticipate provision will be met via provision of existing/new sand-based pitches but: 
1. Await guidance from updated NGB facility strategy in relation to water-based pitches. In 

the meantime protect/improve existing water-based pitches at Cannock Hockey Club. 
2. Support proposals for further requirements in relation to ancillary provision at key sites if 

identified by NGB. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Indoor Bowls 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Participation in bowls (indoors and outdoors) in the last four weeks at CSP level (1.13%) is 
higher than both regional (0.78%) and national (1.04%) participation. 
 
Bowls is one of the very few sports which primarily attract older people.  For both outdoor 
and indoor bowls, participation peaks amongst women in their early 70s and in men in their 
late 70s.  Indoor bowls appeals to men and women equally. 
 
Bowls has very limited participation from black or ethnic minority groups.  The indoor game 
draws the largest proportion of its players from the social groups A and C2DE. 
 
Indoor bowls is not universally popular throughout England. There are significant regional 
variations in the provision of indoor bowls centres (IBCs) across the country. Historically 
indoor bowls has proved more popular in certain areas of England than others e.g. East, 
North East, and in the central areas of England such as Warwickshire, where the outdoor 
game is primarily ‘flat green’.   
 
Other areas, including across much of the SASSOT area are dominated crown green bowls,  
in relation to the outdoor game.  This does not translate easily into an indoor setting, and 
there are very few examples nationally of indoor crown green facilities.  
The participation profile is:  

• A low proportion of bowls participants come from non-white backgrounds (2%) 
compared to 9% of all those that take part in any sport or active recreation  

• Approximately 17% of participants have a limiting illness or disability. This is more 
than double the proportion seen among those that do any sport or active recreation 
(8%)  

• 35% of participants have a household income of less than £15,559. In comparison 
only 15% of those that participate in any sport or active recreation have an income at 
this level. This probably reflects the 7 out of 10 bowlers who are retired (76%).  

• 72% of participants are aged 65 and over  
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Tamworth & District Indoor Bowls Club – the only indoor bowls club in Staffordshire. It is a 
wholly owned private club with 400 members. The club is affiliated to both County and 
National bodies for both ladies and gentlemen. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Tamworth Indoor Bowls Club 
Friary Indoor Bowls Club (play at Tamworth) 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
The relatively poor quality of the indoor rinks at Chase Leisure Centre (flat green).  
 
 



Regional & National Plans: 
 
The English Indoor Bowling Association is currently engaged in discussion with Sport 
England and the following National Governing Bodies for Bowls, with a view to producing a 
National Facilities Strategy: 

• EWIBA (English Women’s Indoor Bowling Association) 
• EBA (English Bowling Association); Outdoor Flat Green Bowling 
• EWBA (English Women’s Bowling Association); Outdoor Flat Green bowling 
• BCGBA (British Crown green Bowling Association); Outdoor Crown Green 
• EBF (English Bowling Federation; incorporating English Women’s Bowling 

Federation); Outdoor Federation Code 
• ESMBA (English Short Mat Bowling Association) 

 
Based on the current supply of indoor facilities in England as a whole, the EIBA has 
produced a list of “high priority” areas. Stoke-on-Trent is recognised as one such area. 
The EIBA recognise that the IBCs of the future will undoubtedly be “multi-code” centres 
embracing all forms of bowling to provide the necessary year-round income stream – hence 
their desire to work closely with all groups within the “family of bowls”. An example of this is 
the Barnsley Metrodome IBA – a multi-code bowls centre project combining indoor flat green 
and short mat facilities with adjoining outdoor, floodlit crown green facilities.   
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. Investigate feasibility of multi-code IBC in Stoke-on-Trent which provides for Crown 

Green bowls.  
2. Review long-term future of indoor bowls facility at Chase Leisure Centre and assess 

demand for a replacement facility. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Figure 59: Existing indoor tennis & bowls facilities  

 

 



 

Kabaddi 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Nationally the sport has little/no coordination. Generally groups of friends come together to 
play the sport in parks at weekends and in tournaments between May and September. 
Although there are professional players in India in this country it is played by amateurs. 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
In the absence of any development work taking place in schools and the absence of any 
formal clubs to develop school/club/community links it will be difficult to raise the profile of 
the sport and increase participation. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
None. 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
No specialist equipment/facilities are required although ideally would like access to: 

• Outside pitch 
• Adjacent fitness training facility 
• Clubhouse/ancillary facilities 
 

Could be accommodated within a community college facility. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
None. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
None. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
No specific facility requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Martial Arts 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Judo: 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 77% of judo participants are male compared with 54% for all sports.  
• Over two fifths (43%) of judo participants have children, compared with 

approximately a third (34%) all sports participants.  
• 26% of judo participants are aged 16-19 which compares with 12% for all sports 

participants.  
• Judo has double the market share for students (22%) when compared with all sports 

(11%).  
• Just under a third of judo participants (31%) are from socio economic group C2DE. 

This is the same market share for all sports participants.  
 
 
Taekwando: 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• Nearly a half (47%) of taekwando participants have children, compared with 
approximately a third (34%) all sports participants.  

• 21% of taekwando participants are aged 16-19 and 16% are aged 25-29, this 
compares with 12% and 9% respectively for all sports participants.  

• 25% of taekwando participants are students compared with 11% all sports 
participants.  

• A third of taekwando participants (33%) are from socio economic group C2DE. This 
is similar to the market share for all sports participants (31%).  

• The taekwando market share for gender is similar to that for all sports.  
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
 Martial Arts Clubs in Staffordshire 
 
Dragonfly Aikikai  (Aikido) 
Clubmark Accredited 
 
Region: Cannock (Great Wryley) 
Venue:  Sir Thomas Moore Primary School 
 
 
 
 
 



Golden Tiger Tai Chi Association (UK) - Cheng Man Ch'ing / Short Yang Style 

Region : Penkridge 
Venue :  Penkridge Leisure Centre 

Golden Serpent  Martial Arts – Wado Ryu, Combat  Hapkido 

Region : Wombourne 

Venue : Swindon Community Centre 

Tiger Karate Academy - Wado Ryu  

Region : Burton-upon-Trent  
Venue : Burton & Uttoxeter 

Tamworth Shukokai Karate Centre - Shukokai  

Region : Tamworth  
Venue : Peaks Leisure Centre  

Belgrave Shukokai Karate Centre - Shukokai  

Region : Tamworth  
Venue : Belgrave Sports Centre  

Rawletts Shukokai Karate Centre - Shukokai  

Region : Tamworth  
Venue : Rawletts Sports Centre  

Wilnecote Shukokai Karate Centre - Shukokai  

Region : Tamworth  
Venue : Wilnecote Sports Centre  

Lichfield Dragon Chi - Goya-ra-ru 
 
Region : Lichfield 
Venue : Martin Heath Hall, Christchurch Lane 
 
Three Kingdoms - Chang Hun 

Region : Shelton, Stoke on Trent 
Venue : Stoke on Trent College, Cauldon Campus 

Kidsgrove Taekwondo - ITF 

Region : Kidsgrove 
Venue : Various  

Stoke Judo Club 



Region: Stoke-on-Trent 
Venue: Berryhill Scout Hall, Berryhill, Stoke 
 
Wombourne TaeKwon-Do - T.A.G.B 

Region : Wombourne 
Venue : The Methodist Church, Common Road, 

Chien Kundo Martial Arts - All Combat Systems 

Region : Stoke on Trent 
Venue :   Lord Nelson Industrial Estate, Hanley 

Katana Judo Club - Judo 

Region : Stoke-on-Trent 
Venue : NKA Dojo, Edensor Road, Longton 

Kai Ming - Chen Man Ching 

Region : Lichfield 
Venue : King Edward VI Leisure Centre 

 
Facility Issues: 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
University of Wolverhampton – English Institute of Sport (EIS) centre for Judo 
Birmingham  Gymnastics and Martial Arts Centre 
 
 
Recommendations: 
 
No evidence of demand for further major centres in region. Demand across the SASSOT 
area can be met via existing facilities and other multi-purpose/sport sites. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Modern Pentathlon 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
There is no participation data currently available. 
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
There are currently only 30 members of the national governing body (British Pentathlon) 
based in Staffordshire. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Nothing specific. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
None 

 
Facility Issues: 
 
Nothing specific. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Awaiting Whole Sport Plan (2009 – 2013) 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Regional competitions use Warwick University and Stoneleigh (equestrian). Shooting takes 
place at Aldersley Stadium in Wolverhampton. All of these facilities are listed as Pre-Games 
Training Camp venues for 2012. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
No specific recommendations because there is no evidence of demand for additional 
facilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motorsports 
 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
No participation data available. 
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Motorsports in Staffordshire mainly catered for by the facilities at Curborough Sprint Course,  
Hednesford Raceway and Loomer Road 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Nothing specific. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 

1. Curborough Sprint Course – major motorsport circuit which is also used extensively 
by Lichfield Cycling Club (see cycling section) 

2. Hednesford Raceway  
3. Loomer Road (Chesterton) – Stoke Potters speedway venue (and occasional stock 

car racing) 
 

Facility Issues: 
 
Curborough Sprint Course – the site is based within the middle of a proposed new 
settlement (see planning section of the report) and its future is therefore under threat if plans 
for the new settlement proceed. 
 
Hednesford Raceway – the site is leased by Cannock Chase DC. The current lease has 
expired. Whilst there some complaints from local residents the number of meetings is limited 
to 12 per annum. 
 
Loomer Road (Chesterton) – home of Stoke Potters speedway team who compete in the 
Premier League (one below the Elite League) 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
N/A 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Both Curborough and Hednesford are important facilities that attract users from across the 
region. 
 
Recommendations: 
 

1. Protect Curborough Sprint Course or support relocation to new site (to include karting 
track) 

2. Support application for new lease at Hednesford Raceway 
 



Netball 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Participation in Netball within the last 4 weeks at CSP level (0.33%) is lower than both 
regional (0.45%) and national (0.40%) participation. 
 
Netball is England’s biggest female team sport and is the only female sport which receives 
weekly television coverage (Sky Sports). Levels of participation are growing. There are 
61,000 affiliated members, and it is estimated that at least one million women and girls play 
netball every week. 

• 96% of netball participants are female compared to 46% all sports participants.  
• 39% of netball participants are aged 16-19 compared to 12% all sports participants.  
• 36% of netball participants are students compared with 11% of all sports participants. 
• Only 22% of netball participants are from socio-economic groups C2DE compared 

with 31% all sports participants.  
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Netball participation in Staffordshire is growing. Significant growth has been achieved in the 
last two years following the appointment of a full-time Regional Development Officer – 
previously all development work was undertaken by volunteers. 
Participation in the north of the county is stronger than in the south – historically there are 
more, bigger and established clubs in the north – but development initiatives are beginning 
to address this and new clubs are being established in the south. 
There is a county junior league which accommodates 38 teams (based at the Northwood 
Stadium, Stoke) and a Monday night senior league which accommodates 60 teams (based 
at Fenton Manor and Northwood Stadium). 
Three academies have been set up for talented athletes: 

1. Holden Lane, Stoke 
2. Staffs Sports College 
3. Chase Leisure Centre, Cannock 

 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
The biggest non-facility issue facing the sport in the county is the lack of suitably qualified 
coaches. Some local authorities have no qualified coaches available to them.  
The National Coaching Certificate is considered a positive move but it has had big impact 
because of the need for tutors to be re-graded. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Newcastle Town (Clubmark/CAPS Silver accredited) – play in National competition. Home 
games played at Sandon High School (South Stoke) which is a cricket centre of excellence – 
brand new and with excellent facilities but surface not ideal. 
Fenton Manor Netball Club (Stoke on Trent) – Clubmark/CAPS Bronze accredited 
Harriers Netball Club (Stoke on Trent) – Clubmark/CAPS Bronze accredited 
Tean Valley – CAPS Silver 
Note: CAPS helps netball clubs function in the most efficient way and once completed, 
provides proof that the club offers a high quality environment for all members. It is directly 
linked to Sport England’s Clubmark scheme, which provides a national standard for good 
practise in the development of players, coaches and umpires at all levels. 
 



Facility Issues: 
 
In general there are adequate facilities (numerically) to accommodate current demand 
although if the sport continues to grow then this will not be the case in the future. The 
biggest issue is the quality of the playing surface for both indoor and outdoor courts. 
Indoor 
Main facilities: 
Fenton Manor (x3 courts) but poor surface (Granwood) and barely sufficient room for run-
offs between courts. (Note: Recommended run-offs: 2m off back-line and 1.5m off side 
lines). Does have spectator viewing. 
Northwood Stadium (x3 courts). Suffers from roof leaks and subsequent cancellation of 
league 
Alleynes School, Stone – excellent surface but only 1 court 
The south of the county does not have multi-court facilities with the exception of Chase 
Leisure Centre which has 2 courts. 
Outdoor 
Outdoor facilities are generally used within the county for: 

• Schools competitions 
• Academy trials days 
• Tournaments 
• High 5 competition (U11s) 

 
Generally much cheaper to hire than indoor courts.  
To be a “recognised” venue requires 6 courts (although can get away with 4).  The outdoor 
facilities across the SASSOT area generally suffer from poor surfaces – slippery (not 
appropriately coated) and debris. 
Main outdoor facilities: 
Cheslyn Hay – 6 courts, prime location (just off J11, M6) but poor surface. Talks have been 
held with the school regarding resurfacing but the funding is not available and England 
Hockey recently helped fund new surfaces for 6 outdoor courts at a facility in Walsall (J9, 
M6). 
Cannock Chase High School 
The lack of outdoor facilities with good surfaces is an issue with Regional Schools 
Competition – which is rotated round the region. Staffordshire has to pass on the opportunity 
to host this competition. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
There is no current national facility strategy. One is being developed by the National 
Facilities Manager with completion anticipated for October 2008. A regional strategy, feeding 
down from the national strategy, will be completed on a similar timeframe. A facilities audit is 
currently being undertaken. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Regional Centre – University of Wolverhampton, Walsall Campus SC 
 
Recommendations: 

 
To be confirmed following NGB Facility Strategy 
 
 
 



Orienteering  
 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Due to the small sample, participation in Orienteering within the last four weeks (0.02%) can 
only be recorded nationally in the Active People survey. 
 
Participation is generally reducing as it becomes more difficult to attract young people (and 
volunteers) to the sport. There are also concerns about the increasing amounts of 
legislation, administration and bureaucracy. However, within schools there has been a 
significant increase in demand with over 150,000 children taking part each year. British 
Orienteering is challenged to develop school club links and ensure that any new 
developments are sustainable.  
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Orienteering activities in Staffordshire are primarily coordinated/organised through Walton 
Chasers in the south of the county and Potteries Orienteering in the north of the 
county/Stoke. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 

• Promoting sport 
• Enabling schools and university/college students without transport to access facilities 
• Heavily reliant on volunteers with limited time/knowledge/experience  to 

undertake/fulfil professional duties 
 

Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Walton Chasers – founded in 1969, Walton Chasers is one of the most successful 
orienteering clubs in the country. Many juniors who started orienteering with Walton Chasers 
have gone on to successfully represent Great Britain as full internationals and many of the 
current members represent the West Midlands and England at Inter Regional and 
International events. 
The majority of training/competition organised by Walton Chasers takes place on Cannock 
Chase. 
 
Potteries Orienteering – The club was formed in 1975 and is open to individuals, families 
and groups. It organises local (incorporating school and youth groups), district and regional 
events. 
Potteries Orienteering Club (POTOC) use a range of venues: 
Permanent Courses  

Bathpool, Brereton Heath, Brough Park and Fields, Downs Banks, Ladderedge Country 
Park 

Other Mapped Areas  
 Apedale, Biddulph Grange, Birchenwood and Clanway, Chatterley Whitfield, Festival 
Park, Hanley Forest Park, Kibblestone Scout Camp, Leycett, Maer Hills, Milldale Scout 
Camp, Park Hall, The Roaches, Springpool and Barker’s Rough, Swynnerton Old Park, 
Tittensor Chase, Trentham Park and Gardens, Weston Heath and Bury Walls  
 
 

 

http://sisyphus.demon.co.uk/potoc/gif(gzip)/mappedareas.html#Bathpool�
http://sisyphus.demon.co.uk/potoc/gif(gzip)/mappedareas.html#Apedale�


Facility Issues: 
 
“Facility” in orienteering terms is not a building but a venue/public area where courses can 
be surveyed/mapped/planned/controlled and run mass participation events.  
The sport can be catered for on all public access areas of suitable size including leisure 
centres and parks (which can host smallest level C5 events). Schools sites are not used for 
public events but can be used as an introduction to the sport and for skill development. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
British Orienteering Strategic Plan 2004 – 2009: Developing a Sustainable Future for 
Orienteering 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Recommendations: 
 
No built facility requirements. Ensure/support access to areas of informal open space. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rowing 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
The Active People Survey does not include participation figures for Rowing within the last 
four weeks at CSP level but regional participation (0.16%) is lower than national participation 
(0.20%). 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 66% of rowers are male compared to 54% of all those that take part in some form of 
sport and active recreation.  

• On household income, ethnicity and illness, the market share in rowing is very similar 
to that of those that take part in any sport or active recreation.  

• 22% of rowers are students compared to 11% of all those that take part in sport and 
active recreation.  

• 19% of rowers are from socio-economic groups C2DE. In comparison 31% of those 
that take part in any sport. 38% of the total England population are in these socio-
economic groups.  

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
There is a very limited number of clubs currently in Staffordshire.  
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Major issue/challenge is finding access to suitable water that is not too busy (in relation to 
other water-based activities). 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 

• Staffordshire University RC (Stoke-on-Trent) – only open to students 
• North Staffordshire RC (Rudyard Lake – Leek) – based at opposite end of lake to 

sailing club. Lease storage facilities beneath a cafe. 
• Stoke Rowing Association – Trentham Boat Lake (Trentham Gardens –Stoke). Club 

Mark accredited. Paralympics Pre Games Training Camp venue for Adaptive 
Rowing. 

• Trent Rowing Club (East Staffordshire) 
• Burton Leander Rowing Club (East Staffordshire) 

 
Facility Issues: 
 

• Clubs outgrowing storage facilities. Boats have to be kept under cover. Storage 
facilities need to accommodate boats that are up to 60 feet long. A single bay 
storage area with racking on both sides can only accommodate a maximum of 8 – 9 
boats. As clubs expand the requirement for additional space increases. 

• Security of tenure 
 

Ideally facilities are built on two levels with boat storage bays on the ground floor and gym 
area (rowing ergometers/weights) and clubroom/changing on the first floor. 
 
 



Trentham Boat Club – have secured funding (£48k) for a new boathouse which is due to be 
built imminently as part of a 10 year plan to expand the club. 
 
Trent Rowing Club has received funding to upgrade its facilities. 
 
Leander Rowing Club has been developing the club over the last two years.  
 
There are currently no plans for national standard facility to be constructed in the region – 
would be on a “wish list” only – although there is a desire to develop rowing in the 
Birmingham area. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Whole Sport Plan (2005 – 2009): Aims to identify the facility needs of clubs and embark on a 
programme of modernisation and improvement – working with strategic partners (Regional 
Sports Boards, CSPs, Local Authorities). Develop approximately 10 new sites for rowing, 
providing both water and land facilities.  
West Midlands Region Rowing Council Strategic Plan (2005 – 2009): Increase participation 
by 20% and develop clubs capacity be able to respond. Increase school – club links (Project 
Oarsome). Increase the number of accredited clubs. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Nearest major facility – Holme Pierrepont, National Watersports Centre 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Explore opportunities to develop new facilities through restoration of quarries. For example, 
the Central Rivers Area Strategy identifies Barton Quarry as having potential to create a 2km 
regatta standard open water body with good access and sufficient space to accommodate 
large numbers of visitors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Rugby Union 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Participation in Rugby Union within the last 4 weeks at CSP level (0.46%) is lower than both regional 
(0.67%) and national (0.66%) participation. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 5% rugby union participants are female compared to 46% all sports participants.  
• 42% rugby union participants are aged 16-19 compared to 12% all sports participants.  
• 43% rugby union participants earn over £52,000 compared with 37% all sports participants.  
• 33% rugby union participants are students compared with 11% of all sports participants.  

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 

Model Venue Descriptor Clubs 
 

1 A venue for top level training 
and competition rugby Castlecroft Stadium – now closed 

2 An established venue with a 
wide range of programmes 
and potentially higher level 
competitive rugby; will 
probably have spectator 
seating and a floodlit match 
pitch 

Burton, Burntwood, Lichfield*, Stafford 
Stoke on Trent, Walsall 

 
*large site and centre for RFUW national and regional 
competition 

3 Club, school, university or 
other provider with a wider 
programme; well-established 
junior section, floodlit training 
facilities; more than one pitch 

Leek, Longton, Newcastle, Tamworth, Trentham, 
Wednesbury, Willenhall, Wolverhampton, Keele 

University, Staffs Uni (Stoke) 

4 
Usually a club, school or 
other provider playing 
recreational, introductory and 
lower level competitive rugby 

Barton Under Needwood, Bloxwich, Cannock, 
Eccleshall, Essington, Gnosall, Handsworth, Hanford, 

Linley & Kidsgrove, Rugeley, St. Leonard’s, Stone, 
Uttoxeter, Wheaton Aston & Penkridge, Whittington, 
Staffs Univ  (Stafford), Stafford College, University of 

Wolverhampton, 
 

 
Facility Issues: 
 
The focus for facility developments and improvements: 

• Synthetic Turf Pitches (STPs) 
• Match floodlights 
• Training lights  
• Changing Rooms 
• Drainage/Pitch improvements 

 
 



Main current projects: 
 

Club Local Authority Project 
Barton under 
Needwood RFC 

East Staffs BC Whole Sports Club project - 6 team 
changing room clubhouse at feasibility 
stage. Venue: Holland Sports & Social 
Club (cricket, football, tennis, bowls) 

Burton RFC East Staffs BC Relocation to Tattenhill 40 acre site. 
To potentially include 3G STP (target 
date 2011/12) 

Burntwood RFC Lichfield DC Additional pitch, 2 additional changing 
rooms, disabled access to 2nd storey 

Eccleshall RFC Stafford BC Purchase 10 acre 3 pitch site, 
construct clubhouse, access and car 
park – current venue is unsustainable 

Essington RFC South Staffs DC Training floodlights, changing room 
refurbishment 

Hanford RFC Stoke on Trent CC Security of tenure – Michelin Sports 
Ground 

Leek RFC Staffordshire Moorlands Training floodlights, car park extension
Longton RFC Stoke on Trent CC 3G STP (60m X 40m) opened 
Newcastle RFC Newcastle BC 2 additional pitches, pitch drainage, 

training floodlights 
Stoke on Trent RFC Stafford BC Pitch drainage, relocation to 20 acre 

site 
Stone RFC Stafford BC Relocation to Stone Hockey Club – 2 

changing room, 2 pitches. Threat from 
development 

Tamworth RFC Tamworth BC Changing room refurbishment, pitch 
drainage, training floodlights, social 
facility upgrade 

Trentham RFC Stoke on Trent CC Social room and gym extension, car 
parking 

Willenhall RFC South Staffs DC 2 additional drained pitches, training 
floodlights 

Stafford RFC Stafford BC Relocation to Blackberry Lane 4 pitch 
site. To potentially include 3G STP 
(target date 2011/12) 

Uttoxeter RFC East Staffs BC Security of tenure. Training floodlights 
 

 
Note: The RFU would support the development of a joint football/rugby pitch in Stafford Borough as 
a high priority. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
The National Facilities Strategy for Rugby Union in England (Final Draft, September 2007) 
RFU Whole Sport Plan: 2006 - 2013 
RFU Strategic Plan: 2006 - 2013  
Staffordshire Rugby Union: County Facility Plan 2009 – 2012 
 
 
 
Building Schools For The Future:  
 



In response to waves 4 – 6 of BSF and the Academy structure the RFU is undertaking an audit of 
secondary schools in the SASSOT area. This audit seeks to provide robust information to the LEA 
and other stakeholders on both the curricular and extra-curricular delivery of rugby union within 
secondary education that can be considered in assessing the impact of PE and sport within the 
visioning stage of BSF and linking the development of facilities to wider sports strategies and 
community access to schools. 
 
The RFU is currently working directly with LEAs to identify and deliver sites that can develop the PE 
curriculum and PESSCL targets with facilities that underpin the development of both the game and 
sport in its widest context. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Lichfield RFC is a centre for national  & regional RFUW competition. 
Longton RFC is centre for regional performance and coach education 
 
 
Recommendations: 
 

1. Support proposal for a 3G pitch in Stafford.  
2. Support relocation of Stafford RFC and Burton RFC 
3. Support projects at local level identified in Staffordshire Rugby Union County Facility Plan 

(2009 – 2012) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sailing 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
The Active People Survey does not include participation figures for Sailing within the last 
four weeks at CSP level but regional participation (0.22%) is lower than national participation 
(0.34%). 
 
Sailing is growing in popularity as a sport aided by recent Olympic successes. 
Participation profile: 

• 71% of all those that take part in sailing activities are male, this compares to 54% of 
all those that do any sport or active recreation  

• Sailing has proportionally fewer black and ethnic minority participants (3%) than in 
the total Active People Survey sample (9%)  

• Sailing activities attract a larger number of older people than many other sports. 33% 
of those that take part in sailing are aged 45-64, compared to 24% of all those that 
take part in sport or active recreation  

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Sailing in Staffordshire is very strong in relation to other counties.  
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 

• Finding, upskilling and retaining volunteers 
• Boats/safety boats – constraining factor 
 

Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
South Staffs SC – runner up in the Royal Yachting Assoication (RYA) Club of the Year 
award. Highly regarded particularly for their initiatives in relation to youth participation. 
Chase Water SC (Cannock) – currently featured in the On Board scheme.  
Manor Park SC – RYA development club which offers On Board scheme. Keen to develop 
school/club links 
South Staffs SC and Chase SC are also Volvo Champion Clubs - recognised as providing 
excellent opportunities for youth racing. 
Blithfield Sailing Club – East Staffs – recently hosted the RYA North West 2008 Zone Sailing 
Championships and are working towards becoming an accredited club. 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
Chase Water SC – aspiration to engage more with children but limited by lack of training 
facilities. Ideally need dry area/facility on site, within 200m of the water. Lack of adequate 
changing facilities. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
OnBoard (OB) developed by the RYA is a new programme to help introduce sailing and 
windsurfing as a sport. 
In the next ten years, OB wants to get half a million children into sailing or windsurfing by 
working with clubs and developing school/club links. 
 



Note: There is an example of a school with lake and training facility in the region: Sneed 
High School, Walsall. 
 
No current regional or national facility plans although there is a RYA facility development 
guide available for clubs.  
There was a Facilities Strategy for Sailing: a joint policy statement from the RYA and Sport 
England 2001 – 2006 with the following key messages: 

• The World Class Programme identified the need for a regional network of Sailing 
Academies. Seven sites were originally identified but none of them in the West 
Midlands 

• The hierarchy of sailing facilities 1) Local clubs, sailing centres and recognised 
teaching establishments (RTE) 2) Multi-provider centres 3) Development Centres 
and 4) Sailing Academies 

• The strategy recommended that each major conurbation should have at least one 
RYA affiliated Multi Provider Centre 

• New facilities to be built using the following criteria: 
- Location in urban and rural areas of recognised social deprivation where 

there is an under provision of pay and play facilities 
- Minimum catchment population of 750,000 within 30 minutes travelling time 
- Accessible by public transport 

 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Recommendations: 
 
No specific recommendations because there is no evidence of demand for additional 
facilities and currently no NGB proposals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shooting 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
The Active People survey provided too small a sample for the results to register at CSP 
level. Participation regionally and nationally is 0.1% within the last 4 weeks. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 110,000 participants (0.3%)  
• 100,000 male participants and 10,000 female participants  
• 62,000 participants are aged 45 and over; with 12,000 65 and over. Only 9,000 are 

younger than age 24.  
• 14,000 participants with limiting disability or illness  
• 15,000 with a household income of less than £15,559, 37,000 with a household 

income of greater than £52,000  
• 84,000 in employment, 5,000 unemployed and 16,000 retired  
• 63,000 participants are from socio-economic groups ABC1, 43,000 participants are 

from socio-economic groups C2DE  
• 5,000 without a car or van in the household  

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
No specific information. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Handgun legislation. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
There are 17 Rifle and Pistol or Rifle clubs based in the West Midlands. 
 
There is also the Clay Pigeon Shooting Association (CPSA) that has 36 affiliated clubs 
 in the West Midlands. 

 
Facility Issues: 
 
The national governing body for the Olympic disciplines (British Shooting – previously Great 
Britain Target Shooting Federation) has identified a lack of facilities. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
No current plan/strategy identified. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
The sport has a number of disciplines these include: 

• West Midlands Regional Target Shooting Squad - based at the National Indoor 
Shooting Centre in Wolverhampton. 

• Muzzle Loaders Association of Great Britain – uses the Wedgnock ranges 
 near Warwick. 



 
Note: The National Rifle Association (NRA) and National Small-Bore Rifle Association 
(NSRA) are based at the National Shooting Centre in Bisley in Surrey. 
 
 
Recommendations: 
 
No specific facility recommendations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Skiing 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• There is a lower market share for skiing/snowboarding for those from nonwhite 
            communities (4%) compared with 9% who have undertaken any sport 
            or active recreation. 

• 28% of skiers/snowboarders players are aged 30-44, this compares with 
            22% of all those that have taken part in sport or active recreation. Whereas, 
            for the older age group, 4% of skiers/snowboarders are 65+, this compares 
            with 11% of 65+ for all sport and active recreation. 

• 5% of skiers/snowboarders have a limiting illness or disability whereas 8% of 
            people with a limiting illness or disability have taken part in some sport or 
            active recreation. 

• One in two of all skiers/snowboarders (52%) have an annual household 
            income of £52,000 or more whereas for all people with this income level 
            37% participate in some form of sport or active recreation. 

• Nearly three quarters (74%) of skiers/snowboarders are from socio-economic groups 
ABC1 and 15% from socio-economic groups C2DE. This compares with 57% and 
31% respectively of the market share for all sport and active recreation. 
 

Staffordshire Profile: 
 
No specific information.  
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 

1. Tamworth Snow Dome (Indoor) 
2. Stoke Ski Centre (Outdoor) 
3. Kidsgrove Ski Centre (Outdoor) 

 
Facility Issues: 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
No plan/strategy identified. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Additional facilities in West Midlands: 

• Telford Ski Centre (Outdoor) 
• Ackers, Birmingham (Outdoor) 
• Swadlincote Ski Centre (Outdoor) 

 
Recommendations: 
 
 No specific facility recommendations. 

 



Squash 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Participation in Squash within the last 4 weeks at CSP level (1.12%) is the same as regional 
participation but lower than national (1.23%) participation. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 82% of squash participants are male compared to 54% of all those that take part 
in sport and active recreation  

• The majority of squash participants are over age 35 (51%), this is very different 
from the majority of other sports  

• 83% of squash players are in employment, compared to 66% of those that take 
part in any sport or active recreation  

• Only 18% of squash players come from socio-economic groups C2DE. This is 
lower than in many other sports  

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Squash is of particular concern in Staffordshire, as the numbers of participants appear to 
be in decline. This is not a reflection of regional or national trends, as more people are taking 
up squash and racketball, particularly mini squash for juniors and racketball for 16+.  
Staffordshire has a good spread of squash facilities, with main participation at Cannock, 
Wolverhampton, Draycott and Burton. Outside of these Clubs there is steady participation. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
A lack of direction from the County Committee and a 'rogue' unaffiliated league (which has a 
reduced number of teams entering year on year).  
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 

ALLEYNES SPORTS CENTRE  Stone 
BIDDULPH VALLEY LEISURE CENTRE  Stoke-on-Trent 
BRADLEY HOUSE SQUASH CLUB  Uttoxeter 
BROUGH PARK LEISURE CENTRE  Leek 
BURNTWOOD LEISURE CENTRE  Burntwood 
BURTON MANOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION  Stafford 

BURTON TENNIS & SQUASH CLUB   
Burton-on-
Trent 

CANNOCK CRICKET AND HOCKEY CLUB  Cannock 
CODSALL LEISURE CENTRE  Wolverhampton 

DENSTONE COLLEGE SPORTS CENTRE (CLUB USE ONLY) Uttoxeter 
DRAYCOTT SPORTS CENTRE LTD  Stoke-on-Trent 
FENTON MANOR SPORTS COMPLEX  Stoke-on-Trent 
FRIARY GRANGE LEISURE CENTRE  Lichfield 
KING EDWARD VI LEISURE CENTRE  Lichfield 

MEADOWSIDE LEISURE CENTRE (BURTON ON TRENT)  
Burton-on-
Trent 

MICHELIN SPORTS CENTRE  Stoke-on-Trent 



NORTHWOOD STADIUM (CLUB USE ONLY) Stoke-on-Trent 
POLESWORTH SPORTS CENTRE  Tamworth 
QUALITY LIVING HEALTH CLUB (STAFFORD)  Stafford 
RAF STAFFORD  Stafford 
RIVERSIDE RECREATION CENTRE (CLOSING 2008) Stafford 
RUGELEY LEISURE CENTRE  Rugeley 
SOUTH MOORLANDS LEISURE CENTRE  Stoke-on-Trent 
SPRINTZ HEALTH & LEISURE CLUB  Wednesbury 
STOKE RECREATION CENTRE  Stoke-on-Trent 
STONE LAWN TENNIS AND SQUASH CLUB  Stone 

 
Note: Those clubs/facilities highlighted in grey are affiliated to England Squash. 
Burton has the coaching infrastructure to support performance continuum from grassroots to 
high performance. 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
There are considered to be sufficient courts to meet current and expected future demands 
but they should be maintained and periodically refurbished.  
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
The key aspirations are to encourage the league teams to affiliate their Clubs in order 
that England Squash can go in and support them to develop their court usage.  
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Birmingham University – English Institute of Sport (EIS) centre for squash 
 
Recommendations: 
 
No specific recommendations – no evidence of demand for additional facilities.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Swimming 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Participation in Swimming (all swimming, indoor diving, outdoor diving, water polo, deep 
water swimming, open water swimming) within the last 4 weeks at CSP level (12.74%) is 
lower than both regional (12.83%) and national (13.84%) participation. 
 
Participation profile: 

• 64% of swimmers are female, this compares with 46% of all those that have 
            taken part in sport or active recreation 

• 6% of swimmers are from black and ethnic minorities compared to 9% of all 
            those that take part in sport and active recreation 

• The market share in swimming participation by age is very similar to that of 
 the age market share in all sport and active recreation. The same is true for 

            market share by employment status, social class and income. 
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
The cost of taking Amateur Swimming Association (ASA) teaching/coaching qualifications, 
availability of courses.  Restrictions regarding Criminal Records Bureau (CRB)/ Child 
Protection checks. 
 
Lack of pool time for the performance programme, with most clubs only having around 12 
hours of pool time per week, often late in the evenings.  
 
The implementation of North and South groups for Performance Group training, bringing the 
highest performing swimmers together at Stafford in the mornings (Mon-Sat) and providing 
evening sessions in Stoke (pool tbc) and Rugeley (tbc).  
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 

BIDDULPH AMATEUR SWIMMING CLUB - Swim 21 Accredited at Skill Development level  
Staffs Moorlands DC  
Headquarters: Biddulph Leisure Centre. 
   
BURNTWOOD SWIMMING CLUB - Swim 21 Accredited at Skill Development level 
Lichfield DC 
Headquarters: Friary Grange 

BURTON SWIMMING CLUB  

Headquarters: Meadowside LCCHASE SWIMMING CLUB   
Cannock DC 
Headquarters: Chase Leisure Centre 

 



 

CHEADLE & DISTRICT SWIMMING CLUB - Swim 21 Accredited at Teaching & Skill 
Development Staffs Moorlands DC 
Headquarters: South Moorlands LC 

COSACSS - Swim 21 Accredited at Skill Development Level 
City of Stoke on Trent 

DOVE VALLEY SWIMMING CLUB 
East Staffs BC 
Headquarters: Uttoxeter LC 

LEEK SWIMMING CLUB - Swim 21 Accreditation file submitted. 
Stafford BC 
Headquarters: Brough Park LC 

LICHFIELD SWIMMING CLUB - Swim 21 Accredited at Skill Development Level 
Lichfield DC 
Headquarters: Friary Grange LC 

NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME SWIMMING CLUB - Swim 21 Accredited at Competitive 
Development Level 
Newcastle under Lyme BC 
Headquarters: Jubilee Pool 

PHOENIX YOUTH SWIMMING CLUB 
South Staffs BC 
Headquarters: Cheslyn Hay LC 

STAFFORD APEX SWIMMING CLUB  - Swim 21 Accredited at Skill Development Level 
Stafford Borough Council 
Headquarters: Riverside LC 

STONE & DISTRICT SWIMMING CLUB - Swim 21 Accredited at Teaching Level 
Stafford Borough Council 
Headquarters: Alleynes LC 

TAMWORTH SWIMMING CLUB 
Tamworth Borough Council 
Headquarters: Peakes Leisure Centre 

WOMBOURNE SWIMMING CLUB - Swim 21 Accredited at Teaching Level 
South Staffs BC 
Headquarters: Wombourne Leisure Centre 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
There are numerous issues/challenges including the lack of facility provision, high cost of 
pool hire, availability of existing facilities, restrictions of use due to size/seating/car/coach 
parking. 
 
Appropriate water depth to support/facilitate the different aquatic disciplines is also 



important. Deep water is required for water polo, synchronised swimming and diving.  
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Swimming clubs in any local authority area to have agreed access to 25m pools at 
appropriate times and cost. 
 
Within each local authority area there is at least one 25m x 6 lane pool with timing 
equipment and the ability to accommodate local galas and events.  There is no pool within 
South Staffordshire with electronic timing.  
 
Within every English county and major conurbation there is at least one 25m x 8 lane 
competition pool – capable of staging county galas and league events. 
 
For ASA District competitions each of the 9 Sport England regions should have at least one 
50m x 8 lane pool and one 25m x 8 lane pool. 
 
The ASA has also identified the need for Regional Performance Centres (50m x 6 lane min) 
to cater for elite swimmers where there is no High Performance Centre within a reasonable 
travel time. 
 
The ASA’s view is that the West Midlands should seek to provide 4 – 5 sub-regional 50m 
community pools – with one suggested location being The Potteries/North Staffs 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
50m pools: 
 
Coventry (West Midlands) 
 
Proposed 50m pools: 
 
Birmingham 
Crewe (North West) 
 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Current provision meets NGB aspirations in terms of 25m x 6 lane and 25m x 8 lane pools. 
A feasibility study would be required to determine viability of 50m sub-regional pool. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Table Tennis 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Participation in Table Tennis within the last 4 weeks at CSP level (0.43%) is higher than both 
regional (0.33%) and national (0.40%) participation. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 30% of table tennis participants are female compared to 46% all sports participants.  
• 12% of table tennis participants are from BME communities compared to 9% all 

sports participants.  
• 25% of table tennis participants are aged over 65 compared with 11% all sports 

participants.  
• 26% of table tennis participants are retired compared with 13% of all sports 

participants. Only 51% of participants are in employment compared to 66% of all 
sports participants.  

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Participation across the county is evenly spread. Only Leek has lower participation and the 
perception is that this is due to a lack of facilities in the area.  
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
The biggest challenge is improving club volunteer infrastructure.   
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Stoke on Trent: 
Fenton Manor – 2012 PGTC venue 
Norton TTC, Smallthorne Cricket Club, Community Drive – four match tables and six 
practice tables, local level club, good membership figures 
Penkhull TTC, St Peters High School, 12 tables, good junior section, hosts regional training, 
Clubmark accredited 
Burslem TTC, Burslem Cricket Club, Festival Park – three match tables, lottery funded 
building, small membership but dedicated facility, local centre 
Stafford : 
Stafford League HQ – dedicated table tennis centre, two match tables, three practice tables, 
good membership 
Great Wyrley TTC - dedicated table tennis centre, two match tables, four practice tables, 
good membership, local centre 
Tamworth: 
Tamworth Youth Centre, six tables, good membership, local club 
Burton on Trent: 
Uxbridge TTC, Robert Sutton High School, Dedicated 20 table centre under construction 
now, very high membership, National Centre, Clubmark accredited 
Lichfield:  
King Edwards V1 TTC, King Edwards Leisure Centre, two nights per week usage, 10 tables, 
local club 
 



The NGB considers that, with the exception of Leek, there are sufficient clubs, with sufficient 
access to facilities to accommodate current and predicted demands. 
Facility Issues: 
 
The facilities described above are all relatively newly built and good condition. Only two are 
on school sites and they are tied into 25 year lottery community use agreements. 
The English Table Tennis Association (ETTA) is aware of the Building Schools for the Future 
programme and has been having internal discussions about it. The ETTA is keen to engage 
in wider discussions. 
Regional & National Plans: 
  
ETTA did draw up a facility plan approximately 6 years ago but it needs revising. 
 
The overall aim is to have a specialist facility or access to a multi-use facility to allow 
effective development to take place. The minimum level of provision that the English Table 
Tennis Association is seeking to achieve is a four table venue available for at least 12 hours 
per week throughout the year in each local authority area – ideally with good playing 
conditions (e.g. lighting) and a range of ancillary/social facilities to make them attractive and 
accessible to all. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Wood Green Specialist Sports College, Wednesbury is the regional centre 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Good spread of provision at all levels. No evidence of demand for further provision with 
possible exception of Leek. Explore opportunity to address NGB’s perceived shortfall of 
provision in Leek as part of the proposed new football facility at Birchall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tennis 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Participation in Tennis within the last 4 weeks at CSP level (0.97%) is lower than both 
regional (1.61%) and national (2.15%) participation. 
 
Tennis is the 6th most played sport nationally, and attracts men and women equally. 
 Participation profile: 

• 4% of tennis players have a limiting illness or disability whereas 8% of people with a 
limiting illness or disability have taken part in some sport or active recreation.  

• The market share in tennis participation by gender and ethnicity is very similar to that 
of the market share in all sport and active recreation  

• 21% of tennis players are aged 16-19, this compares with 12% of all those that have 
taken part in sport or active recreation.  

• 48% of tennis players have an annual household income of above £52,000 
compared to 37% of all those that take part in any sport and active recreation.  

• 20% of tennis players are students compared with 11% of those who have 
undertaken any sport or active recreation within the last four weeks.  

• 20% of tennis participants are from socio-economic groups C2DE. In comparison 
31% of people who have done some sport or active recreation are from these socio-
economic groups.  

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Tennis participation in Staffordshire is weaker than in the neighbouring Black Country where 
there are bigger clubs and bigger facilities. There are also less coaches and fewer indoor 
courts.  
At competition level there are very few juniors playing – only 200 across both Staffordshire 
and the Black Country. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 

• Lack of juniors playing in competitions (this may be partly related to lack of facilities) 
• Lack of coaches 
 

Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
There are three key clubs in Staffordshire: 

1. Burton TC: Burton on Trent 
2. Draycott TC: Stoke on Trent 
3. Basford TC: Newcastle under Lyme 

Although they can cater for performance up to county standard the Lawn Tennis Association 
(LTA) considers them to be relatively weak key clubs.  
 
Provision of courts on school/college sites does not pose problems and is welcomed by the 
LTA because of the opportunities for development work and school/club links. There are 
good floodlit facilities (x6 courts) at Stafford Sports College and St Dominics School. 
When consulted on the provision of indoor courts, the Lawn Tennis Association identified 
lack of provision in Stoke, and stated that ideally, they are looking to build four to six indoor 
courts. 
 



The LTA also expressed an interest in any Sports Village development that takes place, 
stating there could be potential funding of approximately £80,000 per court.   
Contrastingly, a previous feasibility study undertaken by Stoke-on-Trent City Council 
identified a weak existing club structure for tennis, which did not justify the demand for an 
indoor facility. However, more recent consultation has identified an increased demand from 
the community so tennis provision is being revisited with a proposal for a 3 court indoor 
venue in the south part of the City. 
 
Stafford Sports College aspire to developing an indoor tennis centre and have developed 
two options – with a decision on the preferred option expected in December 2008. 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
There is a lack of indoor courts. Draycott is the only club with indoor courts (x2) which are 
fully dedicated to tennis. There are 2 courts at St Dominics School, Stoke, but these courts 
are not dedicated to tennis. 
Facility provision within Staffordshire currently meets demand but this will not be the case in 
the future (especially indoor courts) if there is an aspiration to engage with more children, 
develop the key clubs and build bigger coaching teams. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
A National Facility Plan is currently in progress (no date for publication known). 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
There are currently 4 High Performance Clubs in the West Midlands: 
 

• Solihull Arden 
• Edgbaston Priory 
• Tipton 
• Sutton Coldfield 

 
Recommendations: 
 
Await decision on new 3 court indoor tennis centre at Stafford Sports College - anticipated 
December 2008. Note: Figure 59 shows the location of existing indoor facilities. 
 
Support proposal for 3 court indoor tennis venue in the south of Stoke-on-Trent. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Triathlon 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Due to the small sample, participation in Triathlon within the last four weeks (0.01%) can 
only be recorded nationally in the Active People survey. 
The sport is growing rapidly with approximately 400 clubs affiliated to the governing body 
and more than 600 registered events (with 80,000+ participation). 
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Staffordshire is the most active county in the West Midlands.  There are 8 clubs in the county 
and approximately 10 races.  Most of the clubs have at least a Level 2 Tri coach and run 
weekly training sessions. Staffordshire is above the regional average in terms of number of 
clubs, number of members and number of events.   
 
The highest levels of participation are in the middle and southern areas of Staffordshire 
(East Staffs, Cannock, Burntwood, Lichfield, Stafford).  This is due to the number of clubs 
and events that take place in these areas.   
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
• Working within schools 
• Access to open water for open water swimming training and competition 

 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Clubs currently use various leisure centre pools and Barton Marina  for open water  
Swimming. 
 
Stafford Tri –  Clubmark and Starmark 
Newcastle Tri  
Chase Race  
Burton Caribbean Tri  
Meynell Valley Hunters  
Burntwood Tri 

Facility Issues: 
 

• Access to pool time to pool time for training.    
• Lack of accessible, safe closed road cycling venues – especially for younger age 

groups (8 – 16) who cannot compete on open roads 
 

Aspirations: 
• To have a minimum of 2 clubs per district  
• To host a junior county schools series 

To facilitate this requires greater access to existing pools, more closed road cycle tracks and 
more opportunities to access open water.   
 
 



Regional & National Plans: 
 
There are no regional or national facility plans currently for the sport. The following 
documents/strategies are current: 

• Triathlon England Strategic Plan 2005 – 2009 
• British Triathlon Federation Strategic Plan 2005 – 2009 
• One Stop Plan for Triathlon – Regional Planner, West Midlands 

 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Swan Pool, Sandwell – open water swimming 
 
Recommendations: 
 

1. Closed-road cycle circuits – see Cycling notes 
2. Open Water Swimming – support access to suitable venues (regular water quality 

testing, provision of safety cover, marked course). Likely to be still water 
(reservoir/lake) with existing sports provision e.g. Trentham Lake, Rudyard Lake, 
Chase Water. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Volleyball 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
The Active People Survey does not include participation figures for Volleyball within the last 
four weeks at CSP level but regional participation (0.16%) is slightly lower than national 
participation (0.17%). 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 39% volleyball participants are female compared to 46% all sports participants.  
• 18% volleyball participants are from BME communities compared to 9% all sports 

participants.  
• 31% Volleyball participants are aged 16-19 compared to 12% all sports participants.  
• 30% Volleyball participants are students compared with 11% of all sports 

participants.  
 
Volleyball is recognised as one of the most popular sports in the world for both men and 
women and has a universal appeal at all ages. It was introduced as an Olympic sport in 
1964, with both indoor and beach versions of the game as well as a sitting version for 
disability sport. In 1955 a national volleyball association was established in Britain and this 
developed rapidly, though expansion has been restricted by such factors as the limited 
provision of suitable sports halls and venues in the right locations, up to adequate technical 
specifications, or to standards expected by participants and the governing body.  
Volleyball England recognises the strength of volleyball in specific geographical areas in 
England and seeks to maximise the opportunities to meet current and future demands both 
in those regions and ones where the sport has greater development potential. It looks to 
work with partners in Local Authorities, Schools, Further and Higher Education Institutions, 
clubs and other organisations to satisfy demand. 
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 

• Cost of court time (typical hire charges of £20 - £30 per hour) for the  2 hours 
required for a competitive match involving 7-10 people 

• Technically demanding sport which requires coaching to start playing. Not a core 
curriculum sport 

 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
Newcastle (Staffs) Volleyball Club - Clubmark/Volley 1 accredited. Based at Keele University 
(plus links to Madeley High School). Run mens, ladies, mixed senior teams and boys & girls 
teams at U14, U15, U16 level. 
Tamworth Volleyball Club – based at Wilnecote School. Run mens and ladies teams and 
junior coaching programme. 
 
Facility Issues: 
 
Community sports halls could probably meet much of the future provision requirements if 
they are designed to appropriate standards. Halls at schools can be an advantage as it is  
 



then possible for clubs to undertake junior development. Volleyball England objectives 
include: 

• To encourage the building of new facilities to develop a network of provision 
• To encourage venues to upgrade facilities to make them compatible with volleyball 

usage 
• To encourage management arrangements to increase access and usage to the 

community 
• To ensure that requirements for the safe playing of the sport are met 

 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
Volleyball England currently has a draft Facilities Strategy. It is a generic document which 
applies to all regions and outlines preferred facility requirements for volleyball at played at 
various levels – school, local and community, regional (competitive and development), 
national (competitive) and international: 
Local/Community Level – a full size main court is of major importance i.e. one match court 
centrally located in a 4 Badminton court hall. 
Regional level (competitive and development) – the minimum requirement is for a 2 court 
facility, preferably 3. The strategy is not prescriptive about location or number of regional 
centres but the objective is for at least one in each of the Sport England regions. 
National Level – to include spectator capacity of 500 + (National League) – 2000 (National 
Finals). Ideally requires 4 court venue which is an issue as there are very few of these 
venues nationally. 
The plan also covers Park Volleyball and Beach Volleyball – both played outside during the 
summer period – and Indoor Beach Volleyball. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Birmingham has two facilities capable of hosting major championships at European and/or 
World level – the National Indoor Arena and the National Exhibition Centre. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Requirements met via proposed network of 6+ court sports halls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Waterskiing 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
Due to the small sample, participation in Waterskiing within the last four weeks (0.04%) can 
only be recorded nationally in the Active People survey. 
Nationally there are 150 clubs affiliated to British Water Ski.  The popularity of the sport 
varies considerably in each region but the West Midlands is one of the most pro-active 
regions. 
 
Participation profile: 
 

• 26% waterskiing participants are female compared to 46% all sports participants.  
• 48% waterskiing participants earn over £52,000 compared with 37% all sports 

participants.  
• 79% waterskiing participants are in employment compared with 66% of all sports 

participants.  
 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
British Water Ski has two affiliated clubs in Staffordshire - a relatively small, private club in 
Barton Under Needwood as well as one of the largest ski clubs in the country Chase 
Watersports Club. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 

• Water Skiing and its related disciplines are expensive. However the introduction of 
Cable Tow systems across the country has reduced the cost of water skiing from on 
average £20 per 15 minute to £20 for two hours. 

• The biggest barrier to the growth of the sport is planning restrictions and the 
education of local stakeholders such as councils/planning/offices/schools/local RSPB 
offices. 

 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 

1. Chase Watersports run national and international competitions and its size reflects its 
effectiveness as a community club. With a busy and strong grassroots youth 
programme and an elite circuit to match it has produced some record holders in 
tournament Water skiing, Wakeboarding and Barefooting.        
                

            The facility is in good condition and uses a club house/changing rooms/boat   
            shed/class room/slip way/car park and jetty to support the use of water skiing  
            on the site. 
 
            A full range of skill levels actively participate on this site, ranging from  
            beginners to a few international level athletes. 

 
2. Barton Under Needwood – a small private club 

Facility Issues: 
 
British Water Ski consider cable tow systems to be the future of the sport. In short, a cable 
tow system offers an alternative to traditional boat Water Skiing. The system uses a set of 



carriers, distributed along a cable, this runs through 4 or more pylons to tow up to 12 users 
at any one time. One pylon houses the 40KW electric motor required to drive the system as 
well as a rope management system which disconnects users who have completed their time 
slot and connects users who are about to begin. It is a cheap way to water ski, 
environmentally friendly and ideal for large groups. 

 As such systems have environmentally-friendly qualities such as silent running, no potential 
for pollution and no wash their introduction is supported by the RSPB and the Environment 
Agency. 
 
As the development of cable systems matures British Water Ski have enlisted the help of the 
Environment Agency and the independent research facilities of Brighton University to 
develop an understanding as to the needs for the sport. The Environment Agency 
recommends that any new Watersports development which could sustain a cable tow should 
consider including one in the development project. This is particularly achievable because of 
the running cables, which are at least 7 meters above the water level, can accommodate 
most if not all other activities including sailing and windsurfing. 
 
Independent research conducted by the University of Brighton consortium and the 
Environment Agency shows that latent demand for cable way water ski systems exists 
throughout the UK. Recent new facilities have found that their memberships have been filled 
very quickly and were fully subscribed in the first year of opening. Because it is not a team 
sport but orientated around individuals participation young people from local communities 
are more likely to participate.   
 
The governing body consider that the West Midlands would benefit from at least two further 
cable sites and could comfortably sustain them. 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
National Facilities Strategy 2001- 2006: Currently being revised 
Youth Development Strategy – 2007 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
West Midlands Water Ski Centre (Cliff) – new cable-tow lake being developed. There is 
currently live planning permission for a wakeboard-sized cable ski. A 25 year lease is being 
offered for an operator with adequate capital. The facility could open in Summer 2009 and 
would be the only facility of its type in the West Midlands. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
Await outcome of new national facility strategy – likely to reflect national/international 
significance of Chase Water. 



 

Wrestling 
 
 
Summary & Trends: 
 
The data for wrestling participation is too small to be analysed at regional or CSP level. 
  
Participation profile: 
 

• 4,600 participants 
• 0.02% of males participate in wrestling 
• 0.01% of those without a limiting disability or illness participate in wrestling 
• 0.01% of people from the white community participate in wrestling 

 
Staffordshire Profile: 
 
Unknown – there are no clubs currently based in Staffordshire. 
 
Non Facility-Related Issues/Challenges: 
 
Nothing specific. 
 
Major Clubs/Facilities: 
 
None. 

 
Facility Issues: 
 
There are no specific facility requirements other than for a space measuring 20 metres x 20 
metres with a matted area or 12 metres x 12 metres. 
 
Regional & National Plans: 
 
No current plan/strategy. 
 
Regional Facilities: 
 
Only two clubs are listed in the West Midlands – based at Birmingham Sports Centre and 
Middleton & Wirksworth Village Hall (Derbyshire) 
 
Recommendations: 
 
No specific facility requirements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Walking and Recreational Cycling 
 
The National Framework for Sport (2004) set a target of increasing participation in 
sport and active recreation by 1% every year through to 2020. 
 
Walking and recreational cycling can potentially make a significant contribution to 
achieving this target.  
 
Walking is the number one activity in terms of participation across Staffordshire, with 
swimming second and recreational cycling third. Participation levels for both walking 
and recreational cycling are both marginally higher than the overall regional levels: 
 

 Staffordshire  
Participation  

(%) 

Regional 
Participation 

(%) 
Walking 19.4 18.9 
Recreational Cycling 7.1 6.9 

 
Note: Figures are based on percentage of population taking at least one recreational walk or 
cycle ride lasting 30 minutes at moderate intensity within the last 4 weeks. Figures taken from 
the 2005 Active People survey. 

 
Routes for recreational walking in urban areas are often linked to parks and green 
spaces, and they are also promoted as being part of the sustainable transport 
network and routes to school plans.  In the rural areas the vast majority of public 
rights of way (mainly footpaths, bridleways and byways) are across private land.  
The quality of the routes depends upon the willingness of the landowners and upon 
the interest and ability of the parish, district or county council to respond to problems.  
In some places public rights of way are enhanced through countryside schemes 
allowing access on foot to open fields and other areas.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 60: Promoted walking routes and national cycle network 
  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Cycling routes are generally well promoted in the urban areas, but there are 
relatively poor networks of easy traffic-free cycling routes in the countryside.  
Bridleways can be used for cycling, but are often impassable due to the ground 
conditions.   
 
Some CSPs have a high level of involvement with agencies responsible for 
promoting and maintaining rights of way, but most CSPs are focussed on ‘traditional’ 
sports, with limited attention to recreational walking and cycling.  
 
It is likely that those organisations already involved with recreational cycling (e.g. 
SUSTRANS) and walking in both urban and countryside areas will continue to lead 
on this area of provision and participation.  However a priority should be to forge 
closer working relationships at both regional and CSP levels, to support more joint 
initiatives aimed at improving and extending opportunities to increase participation.   
 

Cycling City 
 

Stoke-on-Trent has recently being designated as a “Cycling City” by Cycling 
England, on behalf of the Department of Transport. This means an additional 
£4.8million of cycle funding will be available up to March 2011. The funding is to: 

 
• Improve the image and promotion of cycling; 
• Improve the availability and accessibility of cycling; 
• Extend and enhance the cycling infrastructure – for example, more 

parking facilities and cycling routes (cycle lanes and off-road cycle 
tracks particularly in parks). 

 
 

The experience gained by Stoke-on-Trent from developing and winning the bid as 
well as implementing the changes could prove valuable for other similar 
schemes/bids across the SASSOT area. 
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Appendix 9:  Children & young people surveys 

Introduction 

1.1 In consultation with the client team, questionnaires were designed for completion by 
children (up to age 11) and young people (years 11-18) across the city to gauge their 
views on the adequacy of current sports facility provision in Stoke-on-Trent. The 
surveys also included questions on future aspirations for sports facilities across the 
city.  

1.2 The questionnaires for completion by children were similar to those for young 
people, however questions were altered slightly and terminology was made simpler 
to make it easier for younger age groups to complete.  

1.3 The questionnaires were designed so that they could be completed online or on 
paper. All schools in the city were contacted by letter informing them of the survey 
and an information pack was provided which gave further information on the study 
and guidance on how pupils could access and complete the survey. In addition, the 
Partnership Development Managers (PDMs) for each of the School Sport 
Partnerships (SSPs) proactively promoted the surveys across their partnership 
schools. 

1.4 In total, 1054 surveys were completed and returned from pupils from a range of 
schools and colleges across the city (12 primary and 18 secondary/colleges). Of 
these, 50% (529) were completed by children and 50% (525) by young people. 

Key findings 

1.5 Pupils were asked how they travel to school. Table 1.1 below illustrates the results: 

 Table 1.1 - How pupils travel to school/college 

Mode of transport Children Young people 
Car 
Bus 
Cycle 
Walk 
Train 
Other 

53%
1%

13%
33%
0.5%
15%

36%
11%
21%
32%

0%
1%

 

1.6 The table shows that a third of children and third of young people walk to school or 
college. This means that they are getting some level of physical activity incorporated 
in to their daily life which is encouraging. Around half of children and young people 
however travel to school/college by either car or bus. 

Implications for future facility/activity planning 
• Partners should try to ensure that there are safe pathways so children and young people have 

the opportunity to walk or cycle to school 
• The benefits of incorporating physical activity in to everyday life should be promoted. 

 

1.7 Pupils were asked to indicate what types of activities they enjoy doing in their spare 
time. Figure 1.7 overleaf illustrates the results. 
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 Figure 1.7 - Activities enjoyed by pupils 
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1.8 The chart shows that the activities most enjoyed by children are playing/socialising 
with friends, playing sport outdoors and playing computer games. Literal comments 
highlighted the popularity of dance and gymnastics amongst children. Doing art and 
drama and playing with toys is also a popular past time. 

1.9 The most popular activities with young people are playing/socialising with friends, 
playing sport outdoors, using the internet and watching TV/films or going to the 
cinema. Literal comments highlighted the popularity of dancing, using social 
networking websites such as MSN and Bebo and going to a friends house.  

1.10 Using the local park/open spaces and reading are the most unpopular activities with 
both children and young people.  

1.11 Playing sport outdoors is more popular with boys than girls, particularly for young 
people. More girls prefer to listen to or play music compared to boys 

Implications for future facility/activity planning 
• Provide activities that cater for groups of young people. Provide and promote ‘bring a friend’ 

opportunities 
• Ensure sufficient provision of outdoor activities, particularly for children and boys 
• Provide indoor sporting activities for girls – dance and gymnastics is popular 
• Ensure parks and open spaces are of high quality and increase both the sporting activities and 

accommodation for socialising in these types of facilities.  To encourage usage, these sites 
should be safe and easily accessible 

• Use the internet for marketing and promotion of sporting activities. 
 

1.12 Children and young people were then asked how often they take part in physical 
activity/sport. The figures overleaf illustrate the results. 
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 Figure 1.8 - Frequency of participation in physical activity/sport by children     
                     and young people       
 
           
Children       Young people    

46%

19%

24%

3% 8%
Everyday
Every two days
Every week
Every two weeks
Hardly ever

 

24%

9%

24%
20%

8%
4% 10%

More than three times a
week
Three times a week

Twice a week

Once a week

Every two weeks

Once a month

Never

1.13 The above results are encouraging, with nearly 50% of children participating in 
physical activity everyday and a third of young people participating in sport three 
times a week or more (outside of school hours). Only 8% of children and 10% of 
young people rarely or do not participate in sport.  

Implications for future facility/activity planning 
• The Strategy should aim to reduce the percentage of children and young people that 

never/hardly ever participate in physical activity  
• The Strategy should aim to further increase the percentage of young people that participate in 

physical activity at least three times a week out of school/college. 
 

1.14 To understand the barriers to participation, young people were asked whether there 
is anything that stops them being physically active more often (NB this question was 
only asked of young people). The results are illustrated in Figure 1.9 below. 

 Figure 1.9 – Reasons for not participating in physical activity more frequently 
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1.15 The chart above clearly shows that the main reason young people do not participate 
in physical activity more often is due to a lack of time. A fifth of young people stated 
that they already do lots of activities. Interestingly, a lack of activities available is 
considered to be more of an issue than a lack of facilities. 

1.16 Literal comments suggest that homework often prevents children and young people 
from having the time to do physical activity. Not being interested in the activities that 
are provided, being too tired after/school college, being ill or injured and 
embarrassed in front of other people were all reasons given for not being more 
physically active. 

Implications for future facility/activity planning 
• Ensuring that at least two hours of PE and sport are included in the curriculum means that all 

pupils should be involved in some level of physical activity. However, schools must ensure there 
are adequate opportunities and appropriate activities for children and young people to participate 
out of school hours 

• Ensure that there are a wide range of activities available for children and young people out of 
school hours – development of school-club links 

• Better promotion of existing activities and reduced costs for children/young people may help to 
raise participation levels across the city 

• Partners should look to raise the awareness of the benefits of physical activity to reduce the 
percentage of pupils that are ‘not interested’ in participating at present 

• Partners should take account of the barriers to participation when planning their Extended 
Activities programme. 
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1.17 Pupils were asked what type of sport/recreation facility they use most often in order 
to understand what types of sports facilities are most popular with children and 
young people. The results are illustrated in Figure 1.10 below. 

 Figure 1.10 - Type of sport/recreation facility used most often by pupils 
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1.18 Figure 1.10 shows that the sport/recreation facility used most often by children and 
young people is a swimming pool. Grass pitches and parks are also popular facilities 
for children. Dance studios, sports halls and health and fitness gyms are facilities 
used regularly by young people.  

1.19 Both children and young people also stated that they like to do activities at home, in 
the garden or on the street. 

1.20 Young people specifically named the facilities that they use most often. The most 
popular stated were Dimensions, Fenton Manor, Waterworld, Tunstall Pool and 
Biddulph Leisure centre (in Staffordshire Moorlands). 

Implications for future facility/activity planning 
• The most commonly used facilities by children are swimming pools, grass pitches, parks, dance 

studios and open spaces. These facilities must be attractive and accommodating for children of 
this age group. Partners should look to advertise and promote activities for children within these 
types of facilities 

• The most commonly used facilities by young people are swimming pools, dance studios, sports 
halls, health and fitness gyms, grass pitches and golf courses. Partners should look to advertise 
and promote activities for young people within these types of facilities 

• Introducing children and young people to more varied facilities and activities may stimulate 
interest from those who do not generally like to participate in more traditional activities 

• Providing casual access to areas of open space is likely to increase participation eg removal of 
‘no balls games’ signs 

• Public leisure facilities are clearly well used by local youngsters. It is important therefore that 
these facilities offer social activities (as well as sporting activities) that will attract usage by young 
people such as youth clubs, discos, roller skating etc  and informal areas to ‘hang out’. 
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1.21 We asked pupils to state what they like most about the sports facilities that they use. 
The results are illustrated in figure 1.11 and 1.12 below and overleaf. 

Figure 1.11 - Elements of a leisure facility that children like the most  
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Figure 1.12 - Elements of a leisure facility that young people like the most 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.22 The figures above indicate that children like sport/recreation facilities because they 
are fun and their friends go there. Young people like sport/recreation facilities 
because they are good places to meet friends. Having good quality facilities is also 
important for young people. A facility being close to home is also important for both 
children and young people. 

1.23 Literal comments re-emphasise the importance of activities being fun and enjoyable. 
The comments also suggest that both children and young people recognise the 
importance of exercise in keeping fit/healthy.  

Implications for future facility/activity planning 
• To attract children to use sports facilities and take part in physical activity, the emphasis must be 

on fun and enjoyment 
• Provision of activities for groups of friends is likely to increase interest in taking part in physical 

activity by children and young people 
• The provision of localised facilities is important in order to engage children and young people  
• Having high quality facilities is an important aspect to attracting young people in participating in 

physical activity 
• Offering social activities and areas to ‘hang out’ and meet friends,  alongside sporting activities, 

is likely to attract higher levels of usage by young people. 
 

1.24 Pupils were also asked to state what things they do not like about the facilities that 
they use. The results are illustrated in figure 1.13 and 1.14 overleaf. 
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11% Too far away from home

Difficult to get there

Poor quality facilities
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need of repair
It's the only place I can go
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Lots of people use it

It costs too much

Figure 1.13 - Elements of a leisure facility that children do not like  

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.14 - Elements of a leisure facility that young people do not like  

 

 

1.25 The above figures clearly show that children and young people do not like leisure 
facilities when they are too busy and too far away from home. Children do not like 
leisure facilities that have poor quality equipment and young people do not like 
leisure facilities that are unavailable when they want to use them. 

1.26 A fifth of children and young people also stated that ‘it is the only place I can go’ 
which suggests either that the quantity of provision is inadequate or that pupils are 
unaware of what facilities and activities are available for them to access. 

1.27 Literal comments state that many pupils perceive facilities as being ‘dirty’ or unsafe 
and several comments referred to ‘gangs’ or groups of people which are intimidating.  
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Implications for future facility/activity planning 
• Partners should ensure that the facility infrastructure is adequate in terms of quantity of facilities 

to prevent children and young people being deterred by facilities that are ‘too busy’ 
• The provision of localised facilities is important in order to engage children and young people  
• Provision of modern, high quality equipment is likely to attract more children and young people to 

use a leisure facility 
• It is vital that facilities are clean, safe and not intimidating in order to attract usage by young 

people 
• Raising awareness of what facilities and activities are available for young people to access is 

important in raising participation levels. 
 

1.28 In order to understand travel patterns for access to leisure facilities, young people 
were asked how they normally travel to use a leisure facility and how long the 
journey takes. 

 Figure 1.15 – Travel modes to a sport/recreation facility 
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1.29 The above figure shows that more than half of young people walk to a 
sport/recreation facility. A significant amount of young people also travel by car to 
access a facility whilst very few travel by public transport and few cycle. Figure 1.16 
overleaf illustrates how long the journey usually takes. 
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Figure 1.16 – Travel times to a sport/recreation facility 
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1.30 The majority of young people (56%) travel up to 10 minutes to access a leisure 
facility. This emphasises the importance of localised provision. Encouragingly, 
however, almost a quarter of young people (23%) are willing to travel more than 15 
minutes to access a leisure facility. 

Implications for future facility/activity planning 
• Leisure facilities should be easily accessible on foot  
• Based on the results illustrated in figure 1.16, the Council and its partners should consider 

working towards the target of increasing the percentage of the population within a 10-minute 
travel time to a range of sports facilities 

• Improving cycle routes across the city may encourage more young people to travel by bicycle 
rather than by car. 

 

1.31 Young people were asked to comment on where they feel there is enough provision 
for each type of sport and recreation facility in their local area. Table 1.2 below 
illustrates the results. 

Table 1.2 – Adequacy of sports facilities in Stoke-on-Trent in terms of quantity 

More than enough/about right Not enough 
Swimming pool 
Health & fitness gym 
Grass pitch 
Community centre 
Sports courts/MUGAs 
Sports hall 

Athletics tracks 
Ski/extreme sports provision 
Squash courts 
Water sports 
Martial arts facilities 
Golf course/driving range 
Gymnastics facilities 
Cycling facilities 

 

NB  A significant amount of young people stated that they ‘did not know’ whether there 
was sufficient provision suggesting a lack of awareness of what is available across 
the city. 
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Implications for future facility/activity planning 
• In general, the results suggest that young people would like to see more facilities that cater for 

non traditional activities. There is therefore also a need to develop the club infrastructure for 
activities of this type 

• The Council and its partners should ensure that there is a sufficient mix of facility types available 
across the city, supported by development of a strong club infrastructure 

• The City Council should look to raise the awareness of what facilities are currently available to 
young people and aim to develop the club structure alongside any facility improvements. 

 

1.32 Children and young people were asked ‘if they could have one new leisure facility in 
their local area, what would it be’. Table 1.3 illustrates the results. 

Table 1.3 - Aspirations for new leisure provision 

Children Young people 
Swimming pool 
Grass pitch 
Park 
Sports hall  
Dance studio 
Tennis court 
Boxing gym 

Swimming pool 
Dance studio 
Health & fitness gym 
Boxing gym 
Ski/extreme sports provision 
Sports hall 

 

1.33 When asked what they would like to see more of in their local area, swimming pools 
and grass pitches were the most popular facility stated by children. Children would 
also like to see more localised provision for parks, sports halls, dance studios, tennis 
courts and boxing gyms. 

1.34 Swimming pools and dance studios were the most popular facility types chosen by 
young people. Young people would also like to see more localised provision for 
provision for health and fitness, boxing, ski/extreme sports and sports halls. 

1.35 There was little demand for a number of other facilities, including bowling greens, 
community centres and squash courts. 

1.36 Literal comments highlighted a demand from children and young for more facilities 
such as ice rinks, bowling alleys and ski slopes. Provision of more martial arts 
facilities, boxing gyms and motorbike tracks was also mentioned on several 
occasions. 

Implications for future facility/activity planning 
• Localised swimming pool provision is important for both children and young people – partners 

should ensure that school swimming pools are not lost through Building Schools for the Future 
as these provide important local facilities for swimming 

• The Playing Pitch Strategy should take account of the desire from children to have local access 
to grass pitches 

• Parks and open spaces are an important amenity for children. However, by providing facilities 
that are well managed and tailored to the needs of young people (eg social areas/activities to 
meet up with friends) this can help to increase usage by this age group as well as younger 
children who are most likely to visit these facilities with their parents 

 
• Adequate provision of facilities for alternative activities such as skiing, ice skating extreme 

sports, boxing, martial arts and dance should be provided 
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• Partners should take account of the type of facilities and activities that are enjoyed by children 
and young people when planning their Extended Activities programme. 

 

1.37 Pupils were asked what would make them use leisure facilities more often. Results 
are illustrated in Figure 1.17 and 1.18 below. 

Figure 1.17 – What would make children use sport/recreation facilities more   
 often 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1.15 – What would make young people use sport/recreation facilities 
more often 

Figure 1.18 – What would make young people use sport/recreation facilities    
more often 
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1.38 The charts above indicate that having sport and recreation facilities near users’ 
homes, having better equipment, making the facilities more exciting and fun and 
being able to go with friends and family would make children use them more often. 
Safety and awareness is not as important for children as other factors. 
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1.39 Young people would be more likely to visit leisure facilities if they were cheaper/free 
to use and if the quality was improved. Other factors are less important to them, 
however increasing the amount and activity range may help to increase participation 
levels further.  

1.40 Literal comments reemphasise the importance of having facilities close to home, 
being able to go with friends and having a wider range of facilities to choose from. 

Implications for future facility/activity planning 
• Partners should take account of the factors that would make children and young people 

participate more often, when planning future facility developments and activity programmes 
• Provision of a wider range of facilities, such as ice rinks etc may increase the level of physical 

activity amongst children and young people. 
 

1.41 Finally, pupils were asked to provide any additional comments regarding sport and 
recreation facilities in Stoke-on-Trent. The comments have been provided in 
Appendix D.



 Consultation – key findings 

1.42 This section summarises the key points from the focus groups and meetings 
undertaken within Phase two.  

YMCA – young people 

Current participation  

1.43 A number of the group enjoy taking part in activities at the YMCA (including using 
the fitness gym, football, squash, table tennis and badminton).  They like the 
facilities/activities at the YMCA because they were deemed affordable. 

1.44 One participant said that they play football and use the gym at Powerleague as it 
provides good facilities and it is near to their place of work. 

1.45 A number of group participants do not currently take part in any form of sport/ 
physical activity. 

Barriers 

1.46 The young people were asked what factors prevent them from taking part in sport 
and physical activities (more often) than they do now. The main responses were as 
follows: 

• the cost of taking part 

• ‘sport’ is just not appealing, the emphasis needs to be ‘fun’ 

• more information is needed about what is available in terms of facilities/activities 

• fear of crime at some of the city’s parks (Hanley Park was mentioned in 
particular) 

• transport: 

- public bus service is very expensive and you need to change buses to get to 
most facilities, so quite time consuming also 

- would like to be able to hire bikes. 
 

Factors that would encourage participation/increased participation 

1.47 The young people were asked what would encourage them to take part or take part 
more often. The main responses were as follows: 

• facilities and activities being provided close to home 

• more free facilities 

• more funding for groups such as the YMCA that engage with young people to put 
on more accessible activities 

• encouragement by role models. 
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 Specific facility/activity requests 

1.48 The young people were asked if there were any particular facilities/activities that they 
would like to see more of in Stoke-on-Trent. The main responses were as follows: 

• indoor climbing wall 

• indoor skate park 

• extreme sports 

• kick-about facilities for casual football (cage example at Longton) 

• affordable pool/snooker facilities 

• ice rink 

• more provision in Shelton. 

School Sport Partnership, Partnership Development Managers 

 Programmes/activities 

1.49 There are a few instances where strong school-club links exist in Stoke-on-Trent but 
generally they are weak across the city. The Sports Development department within 
the City Council has not been strongly resourced in recent years which has had an 
impact on the club infrastructure and development of school-club links. 

1.50 An issue in terms of club development is the number of strong clubs just over the 
border in neighbouring authorities and thus residents are travelling out of the city to 
be part of these clubs. 

1.51 Development of quality junior sections within clubs is seen as an important priority 
for Stoke-on-Trent in terms of increasing participation. A way of increasing 
participation may be to engage and promote activities for the whole family, with 
quality junior sections for younger family members. 

1.52 Within schools, schemes such as the playground leadership programme, Project 
Oarsome (NGB rowing programme) and the Community Sports Coach scheme 
(CSCs) have been very successful.  

 Facilities 

1.53 A number of general comments were made in relation to existing sports facility 
provision across the city. These have been summarised below: 

• local authority leisure facilities were originally used for out of school hours (OSH) 
activity programmes, however, this is decreasing as more OSH activities are 
taking place on school sites (particularly dryside activities). The City Council 
leisure facilities are however still heavily used for school swimming 

• some primary schools have received funding for playground markings via the 
‘Zone Park’ initiative and ‘Fitzy the Fox’ scheme 

• an imbalance in the spread of leisure facilities across the city exists because 
secondary schools are clustered 

• there is a need for ‘alternative activities’ within the city such as ice skating 
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• Stanley Head Outdoor Centre is full to capacity and is recognised as being a 
quality facility which is well valued 

• MUGAs require supervision and maintenance to ensure they remain high quality 

• there is a disproportionate number of proposed school closures between north 
and south Stoke via BSF which may impact upon leisure provision 

• the quality of swimming pools on school sites is variable. The majority are only 20 
metres in length and the facilities are often not attractive to community use 

• a key issue across the city is a decrease in the number of children being able to 
swim 25 metres – this emphasises the importance of school swimming pools on 
school sites and learn to swim programmes. This issue needs to be addressed to 
prevent a progressive reduction in swimming numbers 

• in terms of sports hall space, flexibility is the most important factor to ensure a 
wide range of activities can be accommodated. Use of sports halls during exam 
times can be disruptive to the sport programme. 

1.54 A number of specific comments were received in relation to the adequacy of a 
number of leisure facilities: 

Facility Comment 
Fenton Manor Sports Centre  Not in walking distance for pupils 
Dimensions  Under-utilised during the school day 

 Outdoor facilities are too far away from the 
indoor provision 

 There is a school close by but it is charged 
for use 

Edensor High School 
 

 Facilities are adequate 

Trentham High School  Facilities are good and include a pool and a 
new four court hall 

 Good quality grass pitches 
 Well used at weekends & evenings  

Holden Lane High School  Best school facilities in the city 
 Wide range of facilities provided 
 Strong school-college links 

Sandon High School  New facilities being built via BSF 
James Brindley  Received NOF funding which included 

development of a new sports hall 
 Swimming pool is in need of refurbishment 

works 
 Future of school uncertain 
 Good relationship with local special school 

St Peters High School  No parking 
 Small gym, three quality tennis courts and 

eight a side synthetic pitch 
 NOF funded  
 Small/ tight site 

Birches Head 
Thomas Moor 
Thistley Hough 

 Low quality sports hall provision 
 Not attractive for community use due to 

quality and accessibility of provision 
Brownhills  Very poor indoor provision with no sports 
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Facility Comment 
hall 

 Not attractive for community use due to 
quality and accessibility of provision 

Blurton High School  Poor quality sports hall provision 
 Layout of the leisure facilities within the 

school building do not lend themselves to 
community use 

 

1.55 In summary, school sport is considered to be fairly strong across the city however 
the links in to the community are weaker. School leisure facilities are variable and 
the Building Schools for the Future (BSF) programme provides an opportunity to 
improve leisure provision on school sites, ensuring that they are strategically located 
across the city and are accessible for community use as well as for educational 
purposes. 

 School Sport Co-ordinators (SSCOs) and sports leaders  
1.56 The key points arising from the session with SSCOs and Sports Leaders are 

summarised below: 

• there is a very strong leadership academy lead by the Sixth Form College and the 
development of sport across the city should be linked to this 

• Holden Lane is a good example of a local school facility, where the activity 
programming is flourishing, particularly for women and girls 

• a lack of coaches is an issue preventing sports development across the city 

• the cycle track at Burnwood Primary School was identified as a facility that could 
be more effectively used 

• the Sporting Ambassadors (there are two at each high school) are important to 
promote the benefits of being active and to encourage their peers to become 
involved in physical activity 

• Sports Leaders highlighted the issue of ‘disinterest’ amongst pupils in the 
traditional types of sporting activities such as football, netball, hockey etc. They 
suggested that by providing a wider range of ‘alternative’ activities, young people 
are more likely to be engaged – the issues highlighted by SSCOs are the lack of 
coaches/qualified staff to deliver ‘alternative’ activities and the need to cater for a 
large group of children at any one time (it is difficult to do this with activities such 
as trampolining for example). 

1.57 This session was also used to brief the PDMs, SSCOs and Sports Leaders on the 
children and young people survey and the importance of its completion. Following 
the session, the individuals were asked to promote completion of the survey in their 
associated partnership schools to ensure as many responses were received as 
possible. 
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 Stoke City FC Community Programme Manager 
1.58 Stoke City FC currently runs a number of schemes through its Community 

Programme. This includes: 

• Schools Programme  

• After School Programmes  

• Holiday Clubs  

• Saturday and Sunday coaching clubs  

• Development Centre. 

1.59 The Club also runs a number of programmes that are designed to meet social 
inclusion targets by using football as a vehicle to improve health, social and 
education opportunities. The social inclusion programmes include: 

• Positive Actions for Young People (PAYP) – this programme provides 
diversionary activities for young people aged 8-19. The key targets are young 
people that are at risk of becoming NEET (ie not in education, employment or 
training) or actually are NEET 

• Stoke Challenge - this again is aimed at young people (aged 16-18) that are 
NEET.  The programme essentially has two strands: 

- the opportunity to gain qualifications via sports based learning (eg football 
leadership, first aid, fitness and exercise) 

- a “midnight league” football programme delivered on a Friday night with 
the intention of reducing crime, anti social behaviour etc. 

1.60 The Club does not currently work with the police on either of these initiatives, but is 
looking to do so in the future. 

1.61 The Club also runs two further programmes that area aimed at increasing the 
diversity of involvement in sport in the area: 

• Girls Centre of Excellence - the Community Programme has run a Girls 
Centre of Excellence since 2001 and has representative teams at u10, u12, 
u14 and u16 levels 

• Disability Centre of Excellence – this aims to provide talented male football 
players with disabilities the chance to be involved in the FA’s Disability Talent 
Identification Programme.  

1.62 A final project managed by the Community programme is Fast Forward. This is run 
by Manchester Metropolitan University (MMU) and funded by the Football 
Foundation. The project is aimed at pupils in years 8-11 (ages 13-16) who have the 
potential to achieve five GCSEs at grades A*-C. The Community Programme runs 
the Fast Forward on behalf of MMU in four schools within Staffordshire. This 
includes Longton and Blurton High Schools in Stoke-on-Trent. 

1.63 NB More detailed notes from the consultation with the football club have been 
provided to Nortoft in order to inform development of the Playing Pitch Strategy. 
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1.64 Other comments received that may be useful to inform development of the Sport and 
Physical Activity Strategy for Stoke-on-Trent are as follows: 

• The Club has looked at launching a health initiative aimed at fans, however 
this has not moved forward in recent months.  As part of this, they had looked 
at working with the PCT/using advertising boards within the ground etc.   

• The new STP that has recently been opened at Longton Rugby Club was 
funded via Barclays Spaces for Sport, an initiative that was originally aimed at 
Premier League Football Clubs, but was extended to a small number of 
Championship clubs.  The Community Programme Manager is on the 
steering group that is responsible for drawing up a service level agreement for 
the usage of the facility.  In funding the project, Barclays stipulated a 
minimum level of “free play” and there is confidence that the community 
programme will get significant access to the facility. Ideally, the soccer 
schools and girls/disability centres of excellence will be based here. Stoke 
City FC has tried in the past to host the Heineken Cup Semi Finals here.  
There is also the potential that, if Longton RC grows, they might need a larger 
stadium. 

• Formation of the Football League Trust has increased the level of funding that 
the community programme receives from £6k per year to £24k.  There will 
also be a pot of money available that all Football League clubs can apply to 
receive funding from for individual projects. 

• Quantity – there is a view that there are not enough high quality sports 
facilities in Stoke.  In addition, consultation suggests that the facilities that are 
available are used are heavily used for high volume, commercial activities 
with very little emphasis on development 

• Quality – there is a lack of third generation (3G) pitches within Stoke which 
means facilities outside of the city have to be used to run the various 
programmes 

• Access – comments suggested that the ‘six towns’ mentality within Stoke-on-
Trent perhaps holds the city back.  It is also felt that there is a lack of facilities 
that have walkable access. 

1.65 The general feeling is that there are a number of positive initiatives within Stoke-on-
Trent, but that too often these are conducted in isolation.  Increased partnership 
working would ensure that the approach to facility and activity development across 
the city is strategic.  

1.66 Consultation highlighted that the Club feels it has a duty to improve the city and is 
willing to work with a range of partners to do this.  It was felt that the brand of the 
football club is under utilised, and could be a way to engage young people in 
particular. It is also believed that the club’s focus on multi sport coaches has affected 
its relationship with other National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBS),some of whom 
are resistant to this concept. 

NB It was agreed that consultation with Port Vale FC will be undertaken by Nortoft as part of 
the strategy development. 
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   Summary of phase two work 

1.67 It is intended that the above findings from the facility audit, research and consultation 
are used to inform the development of the Sport and Physical Activity Strategy for 
Stoke-on-Trent.



Children’s survey – additional literal comments 

• I like this website                                                                                                                                 
• It should be cheaper for lockers                                                                                                          
• I like playing football 
• Can we please have more youth clubs                                                                                                
• There should be more gyms and stadiums closer to our homes, so we know where 

they are. There should be more children's gyms as well                                                                     
• I think there should be more motorbike tracks around                                                                         
• There should be more gyms to support health and fitness                                                                  
• I like computer games, playing with my friends and helping my family                                                
• More games to play with                                                                                                                     
• I think we should have a better place to play like a park and a swimming pool 
• I love to do more karate and gymnastics because it is fun and cool                                                    
• I love all sports!! it keeps me fit and healthy!                                                                                       
• There is not a lot of places to go with my friends. Most of the places are quite 

boring for my age group                                                                                                                      
• I would like sports even more if people who are good won't show off.                                               
• I really like acting and art                                                                                                                    
• There is too much litter such as paper and glass                                                                                 
• There is drugs in the field and drunks and glass  
• I really like swimming because it is fun                                                                                               
• I like dancing at home with the music (no boys allowed)      
• I like dancing and singing                                                                                                                     
• Some new bikes                                                                                                                                  
• I really enjoy going to a Friday club called Heroes  because all my friends go there.                          
• Horse riding is fun                                                                                                                               
• An ice rink would be fun                                                                                                                      
• I like gymnastics I like bike riding with my mum and I like practicing my swimming                            
• I like walking my dog  
• I sometimes go to the park to do jogging and running with my uncle dad and 

cousins                                                                                                                                                
• We would like more football pitches for children because we can't play in the streets 

and it's not safe and it's very busy in the park                                                                                      
• There isn't many facilities around Longton to go and play in                                                               
• They are knocking the school down on Marbel road next to Blandford Close please 

build a gym for kids or an aquarium 
• I would like to have a place where I can ride my bike in safety without any cars and 

motor bikes                                                                                                                                          
• Can schools have places to lock your bikes up ,can we have new  equipment for 

Longton park and other parks in Stoke-on-Trent.                                                                               
• If there was sports centre near where I live and it was open every school night so 

you can relax and have fun there                                                                                                        
• If schools could have a place to park your bike safely, without it being stolen                                    
• Play more games with my friends and family                                                                                       
• I play football games all the time and I never stop playing them, I just love playing 

games. 
• I want to get into golf but there’s no golfing ranges close to me                                                          
• I would like to get into martial arts but there is no place to go                                                            
• The parks grass needs cutting.                                                                                                           
• I would like an outdoor leisure park                                                                                                     
• In Dairyfields I would like a park                                                                                                          
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• I like badminton a lot 
• More things on the playground                                                                                                            
• Keep netball as a summer sport as well as in the winter and set up more 

tournaments  
• I love sports. But I would enjoy it even more if I could do it with my friend.                                         
• I like swimming                                                                                                                                    
• I love tennis and football                                                                                                                     
• A new playground                                                                                                                               
• Please may we have a park near my house and I would also like a new playground.                        
• A safe place to ride my mountain bike                                                                                                 
• New pool                                                                                                                                             
• Please could you make everything safe.                                                                                              
• Somewhere  to go horse riding                                                                                                           
• My favourite thing is going to dance                                                                                                    
• I'd love to do sports but the only things I can really do are trampolining sometimes 

and swimming                                                                                                                                     
• In my school there is hardly any things to play with because they say it is to 

expensive to buy so we have to think of are own things to play and they have got 
these bars on the playground and the dinner ladies don’t let you swing on them 
which I am happy with but they let you sit on them so you can fall though which is 
dangerous so that is what I would change  

• I would like more sports places because I like sports and it would stop me from 
being bored!                                                                                                                                        

• Football is my best sport and I like boxing as well                                                                               
• I go to martial arts                                                                                                                               
• Safer road near me and make things cheaper                                                                                    
• I would like a cheerleading group near my home please                                                                    
• Making things cheaper and nicer                                                                                                        
• To have more suitable skate parks for under 14s.                                                                              
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Young people survey – additional literal comments 

• We need more activities round Tunstall                                                                                              
• Sport in Stoke on Trent is quite good. It has some amazing facilities. I don’t know 

why the council is closing Dimensions pool!                                                                                       
• There isn’t enough sports centres to visit and if there was I don’t think people would 

really use them because of the type of people that would be there and they may 
feel intimidated                                                                                                                                    

• Not enough facilities                                                                                                                            
• There is not enough of facilities to use                                                                                                
• I think there should be more places to run and a gym for under 18's                                                  
• They should as young people be introduced to more sports and have interest it in 

near to where they live                                                                                                                         
• Have more fitness gyms and tell pupils more about it                                                                         
• I would like a skate park in Longton                                                                                                     
• In my area there is a big hill and a trashed park where a water park could be built                            
• I think that there could be more swimming pools around Stoke and there are only 

about 5 and they are sometimes shut when you are able to go!  I also think that 
there should be more facilities e.g. splash landings. I think that Powerleague is 
useful and it could be bigger.                                                                                                              

• Give more free activities to the public not just children                                                                       
• Could we have more of these facilities as most of them are to far away                                             
• Put a cinema/bowling alley behind pizza hut because there is loads of room/space                           
• There should be more extreme sport centres around                                                                          
• I think there needs to be more facilities that are easier to get to and cheaper to use. 

There should also be more clubs that we can go to what are easier and cheaper to 
use                                                                                                                                                      

• Please open more dance studio's and bowling courts around Dresden/Longton 
• Sport needs to be advertised more like were you can go and what times and info 

about it because then people would go if it was close and cheap but at the moment 
I don't know of anywhere else except at my school which close's at 4 o clock                                    

• I'm lazy and don't want to                                                                                                                     
• Put more facilities in local parks and improve new equipment                                                             
• If we had more facilities where people of my age could enjoy them more, I would 

definitely use them                                                                                                                              
• Good questionnaire                                                                                                                             
• I think we need a lot more facilities and parks to make Stoke on Trent a happier and 

brighter place as there is a lot of unused waste ground and less things to do                                     
• There is no ice skating rings local If there was a ice skating ring local you could go 

with your mates                                                                                                                                   
• We should have more dance places for hip hop and stuff like that and more parks 

that people don’t destroy                                                                                                                     
• Please put more better quality stuff there                                                                                           
• More things to do and cheaper change and table tennis and new courts  
• There should be a free entry for entering a swimming pool                                                                 
• There should be swimming pools for free for elderly people and very young people 

and should be under a pound for teens!!                                                                                            
• People enjoy gyms for adults                                                                                                              
• I would like more facilities because we have got none close to our home.                                          
• I would like more facilities in the schools                                                                                            
• Cheaper to use                                                                                                                                    
• There is not enough place to go                                                                                                          
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• They cost to much but they have pretty good quality but not enough area E.G 
Holden Lane pitches Astroturf not enough for the actual activity                                                         

• I would like a ice skating rink because we have to go up Telford and it would be 
good for us in Tunstall                                                                                                                         

• There isn't enough choice to choose from the only things you can really do with 
your mates are walk around, swimming or playing football on a little tiny piece of 
grass. We need more things to choose from like dancing or martial arts, athletics 
club!!!                                                                                                                                                    

• More motor bike tracks                                                                                                                        
• If there was a ice rink then the people that do it all then they would make lots and 

lots of money                                                                                                                                       
• I love to go out with my friends                                                                                                            
• They only put swimming pools and things like that further away from Smallthorne 

area                                                                                                                                                     
• to make all sport facilities open earlier than they are now                                                                   
• I would like to know more at sports around my area were I live because I don' t 

know that many places to go clubs and just hang out with my friends.                                                
• Can we go bowling                                                                                                                              
• More security at forest park because my brother got his phone nicked                                               
• Overall I think the facilities are of good quality but I would like to see more 

gymnastics facilities in my area                                                                                                           
• I think that they should advertise the things more often and possibly make it more 

easier to get it                                                                                                                                       
• There is nothing that you could change accept for more dance competitions                                     
• There are some good things that are on offer in my area and I do them as much as 

possible                                                                                                                                               
• I think that some of the children should be made to do the activities as some of 

them just cant be bothered and it will get them off the streets                                                            
• I think that there needs to be more things for children in Burslem and Middleport                              
• I think it needs to be in more not so populated areas                                                                         
• More grass pitches and driving ranges                                                                                               
• Community centre that doesn’t get crowded                                                                                       
• When Dimensions closes I wont have a local swimming centre                                                          
• When is Dimensions closing down?                                                                                                     
• We need more places for sport activities                                                                                            
• More youth club facilities                                                                                                                     
• There is just about enough facilities in Stoke On Trent but not in the south                                        
• I think that there should be some more facilities in Stoke-on-Trent for younger 

people.                                                                                                                                                
• I live in Park Hall and I wouldn't mind to have a local park around there                                             
• No bowling                                                                                                                                          
• Could make more martial arts centres and more places for children to go                                          
• Free gyms                                                                                                                                           
• There’s not enough facilities around here                                                                                           
• Needs to be more free accessible facilities                                                                                          
• More activities for families. Dimensions should be kept open because lots of people 

go there 
• More places to go as there’s not that many around.                                                                           
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APPENDIX 10:  SCHOOL SWIMMING AND THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM 

 

Introduction 
 

1. Swimming has a unique position within the physical education curriculum, 
           being both a life and a life saving skill, opening access to a wide range of  
           other water based activities and helping maintain a healthy lifestyle.  In  
           addition, swimming is recognised as one of the highest participation  
           activities for adults, being second only after walking. It is also the most   
           quoted when people are asked what activity they would like to take up or  
           do more of. The commitment to achieving and sustaining a more active  
           population in Stoke-on-Trent is therefore largely reliant on ensuring that  
           everyone can swim, and have relatively easy access to an ‘attractive’ pool.  
           Stoke-on-Trent City Council will be offering free swimming those aged  
           over 60 from April 1st 2009 and to the under 16s from September 1st 2009  

in support of the government’s free swimming initiative. See further        
information at the end of this document (Note 1) in relation to swimming 
participation in Stoke- on-Trent). 
 

2. However there has been a notable decline over the last few years in  
           the swimming abilities of young people, shown by declining levels of  
           schools swimming attainment.  This has a potential serious impact on  
           the long term ability of people in Stoke-on-Trent to swim and possibly  
           as a consequence a further fall in overall physical activity levels across  
           the city. 
 
3. The decline is the result of a number of factors, including the closure of  
           a number of school pools.  The current proposals to change the  
           swimming pool network across the city could result in further decline. 
           However the trend could potentially be reversed if key decisions are  
           made to change the priorities and availability of the pools to ensure the  
           swimming competencies are achieved by Key Stage 2 pupils.  This  
           paper summaries the background to the issues, and proposes policies  
           which will be needed to guide the future operation of swimming within  
           the curriculum, and the network of pools which will then be needed.  
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The importance of swimming in the national curriculum 
 
4. The importance of swimming  is reflected by the Department for Children 

Schools and Families (DCSF) and the Qualification and Curriculum Authority 
(QCA) particularly at Key Stages 1 and 2.  Of all the criteria contained within 
the National Curriculum for Physical Education the most significant for 
swimming is that by the end of KS2 all pupils should be able to “swim 
unaided for a sustained period of time over a distance of at least 25m”.  

 
5. Whilst there is currently no statutory KS2 attainment target the 2007 Ofsted 

survey, “Reaching the Key Stage 2 standard in swimming”, recommended 
that the DCSF should “require all school sport partnerships to have a target 
for the proportion of pupils that will meet the end of KS2 expectation for 
swimming; and to monitor and progress towards those targets”.  
 

6. Furthermore, the survey recommends that partnerships should “promote 
better liaison and collaboration amongst schools, local authorities and 
themselves to tackle known weaknesses”. 

 
7. The Amateur Swimming Association (ASA) sets an attainment target of 95% 

in its 2008 School Swimming Strategy.  
 

School swimming in Stoke-on-Trent 
 

8. School swimming in Stoke-on-Trent is delivered and/or supported by the 
School Swimming Service (SSS).  It offers services which the city’s primary, 
secondary, special and nursery schools can buy into.  It follows ASA 
principles/programmes and it is coordinated by the Aquatic Sport 
Development Officer (Adult Social Care, Health and Communities Directorate) 
and makes use of the network of community and school swimming pools.  

 
9. The SSS has previously been recognised by both the DCSF and the (ASA) as 

a model of good practice. The service includes:  
 

• Timetabling; 
• Arranging and providing access to swimming pools; 
• Arranging and providing transport to and from the pool; 
• Provision of qualified staff; 
• Provision of equipment; 
• Staff training; 
• Administration of awards scheme including free swimming certificates; 
• Liaison with the Education Department, schools, Royal Lifesaving Society 

(RLSS), ASA, Sport England and other outside agencies; 
• Free Water Safety – classroom sessions at beginning or end of term. 

 
2 

 



   

10. The appeal of the service to schools is exhibited by the take-up. In  
 2008 – 2009, 96% of primary schools, 76% of secondary schools (the 

           figure would have been 88% but for the closure of the James Brindley 
           and Sandon High School pools), 100% of special schools and 57% of  
           nursery schools made use of the service. There was further take-up by 
           county schools, Regent College and Westfield Children Centre. 

 
11. Achievement at KS2 has also been impressive in the past, for example  
           in  2002 – 2003, 86% of KS2 pupils achieved the National Curriculum  
           target of being able to swim 25m unaided. However, the attainment  
           levels have subsequently dropped, largely due to disruptions to the  
           service caused  by pool closures, a reflection of the aging pool stock,  
           and the inability of the SSS to access other pools 

 
12. The drop in attainment level at KS2 is highlighted in the figure below.  

 
 
 

Year  % KS2 
Attainment  

Pool Closures (part or all year)  

2002 - 3  86  

2003 - 4  85  

2004 - 5  82  

2005 - 6  67 Berryhill, Sandon, James Brindley, 
Trentham, Holden Lane  

2006 – 7*  70 Berryhill, Sandon, James Brindley, 
Trentham, Holden Lane  

2007 – 8*  73 Berryhill, Sandon, James Brindley, 
Trentham, Willfield, Shelton  

 
*Additional ASA/DCMS funding secured from the School Swimming Improvement Programme 
(formally known as the National Top Up Swimming Scheme) to support extra-curricular swimming 
lessons to help address falling attainment levels 

 
 

13. Future success of the  KS2 attainment is further threatened by: 
 

• The long-term future of the community swimming pools, some of which 
require either closure or significant investment/refurbishment; 

• The loss of some pools on school sites through the Building Schools for 
the Future programme. 
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The future swimming pool network  
 

14. The Sport and Physical Activity Strategy 2009 – 2016 (currently in draft) will 
identify the likely future pool network necessary to facilitate/support 
community swimming, learn to swim programmes and club swimming BUT 
steps need to be taken now to protect school swimming and attainment at 
KS2 in particular.   
 

15. The proposed pool network will see a continuation and improvement of most 
of the ‘community’ pools, but also a strong reliance on a network of school 
pools (improved, refurbished, or replaced) to meet the needs of all age groups 
and activities –from the schools swimming programme, through to the high 
level swimming training and competition.  
 

16. To date the needs of community swimming have been identified and the 
proposed network will meet these needs in the longer term.  However the 
network required to meet the needs of school swimming will be influenced by 
a number of key decisions which need to be made by the City and its 
education partners.  These include: 
 
• The attainment target for KS2 swimming 
• The balance between KS1 and KS2 swimming 
• The balance between KS2 and KS3&4 swimming (and the related 

programming/ management of high school pools) 
• The availability of school pools to the wider community 
• The programming and availability of community/leisure pools for schools  

swimming. 
     
17. In relation to pools on school sites it is the ASA’s view that: 
 

• All school swimming pools should be designed to be capable of general 
community use and be capable of operating independently from the rest of 
the school site; 

• Schools with swimming pools should be strategically placed to act as “hub” 
schools providing facilities for a network of local feeder schools; 

• All schools should have access to a swimming pool within a reasonable 
travel time (20 minutes by coach or walking) and cost; 

• The requirements of the national curriculum and the Government’s health 
and activity agenda are met. 

 
18. New or refurbished facilities will be vital but equally important, particularly 

while the network is being developed, will be a School Swimming Strategy. 
The strategy will require clearly defined aims and objectives underpinned by 
appropriate policies and embraced by both facility providers and the schools 
who use the facilities. 
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An attainment target for KS2 
 
19. A fundamental element of the School Swimming Strategy will be  
           agreeing and adopting a KS2 attainment target for Stoke-on-Trent.   
           This decision is crucial because it will be one of the most important  
           factors in determining the number, physical location and future design  
           of pools (school pools and community pools), and also how they are  
           programmed. 
 
20. In the absence of a statutory target it is proposed that the previous  
           attainment target in Stoke of 85% is adopted.   
 

21. This target will help to support the long term swimming participation  
           objectives of the city.  It is also realistic because it has previously been  
           achieved in Stoke  (before the introduction of additional ASA/DCMS  
           funding/lessons through the School Swimming Improvement Programme), 
           and because it is consistent with the findings of the 2000 Ofsted inspection  
           report “Evaluation of swimming provision at Key Stage 2”  which 
           found that in 1999, of the 301 schools inspected, 83% of pupils were able 
           to swim by the end of KS2. This was a similar result to an earlier    
           inspection the previous year. The percentage of pupils who achieved the  
           standard varied from 91% to 67% depending on the location of the school,  
           as demonstrated in the table below.  

 
Note: Schools are allocated to one of five bands depending on the number of pupils who 
receive free school meals, three of which were used for this study: Band 1: 0 – 8%, Band 3: 
21 – 35% and Band 5: 50+%. Schools in Band 1 are therefore those in the most socio-
economically advantaged areas and those in Band 5 in the most socio-economically 
disadvantaged areas. 
 
The Ofsted report has not yet been updated. 
 

Percentage of pupils able to swim 25m by the end of Key Stage 2 

Year All 
Schools

Inner 
City 

Urban Rural FSM 
Band 

1 

FSM 
Band 

3 

FSM 
Band 

5 

1998 83 77 86 91 89 77 64 

1999 83 77 84 91 88 76 67 

5 

 



   

 

22. The report also commented that “it is most disappointing to report that the 
greatest number of non-swimmers is located in areas where the greatest 
availability of and access to appropriate swimming pools exist. This is 
especially so in regard to inner-city areas”. 
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wimming curriculum programme – KS1 & 2 

3. Primary schools currently receive funding for school swimming based on a 

s 

2 pupils should receive a minimum of 15 weeks of lessons. 

 

 

 

 
 
S
 

If the KS2 attainment target is to maintain current levels of approximately 70% it 
follows that the current level of access to pools for KS2 pupils needs to be 
maintained. However, the SSS would like to see a return to 80 – 85% as a 
realistic target* with the ASA’s 95% target as an aspiration.  
 
Proposed policy: The adoption of a KS2 attainment target of 85% for 
swimming.  
 
 
 

2
“fair funding” mechanism - a formula based on the number of Year 5 and 6 
pupils and the travel distance/method.  Each school is responsible for 
deciding how the budget is spent and making the decision as to which pupil
swim and when.  Some schools follow SSS guidance* and prioritise KS2 
pupils whilst others “spread” the funding to cover KS1 pupils (who do not get 
funding) as well, thereby reducing pool time for their KS2 pupils. This is 
leading to a complex picture of curriculum swimming demand across the city 
at KS1 and 2 level, and is likely to be impacting upon the final attainment 
levels of the KS2 pupils.  
 

he SSS recommend that KS*T
This is consistent with the ASA School Swimming Strategy. Currently some KS2 pupils 
receive as little as 5 weeks of lessons. 
 

 

 
 
 

KS1 swimming is extremely valuable and worthwhile but if KS2 attainment levels 
are to be increased it should not be to the detriment of KS2 pupils.  

Proposed policy:  To strongly advocate and promote good practice to 
primary schools in relation to the prioritisation of KS2 pupils for swimming. 
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wimming in High Schools – KS3 & 4 
 

24. Whilst not a statutory requirement, swimming is an attractive option for  

 

25. 
  

t  

26. ered under the BSF programme (for  
s for 

27. 

• The DCSF should improve the effectiveness of the School Swimming 

• chools should track pupil’s progress and inform secondary schools about 

    

 
S

           high school delivery of the National Curriculum for Physical Education  
           at KS3 and 4. It is the one activity that can deliver all of the necessary  
           criteria. However, extensive use and conflicting programming of school 
           pools by the host high school precludes use by local feeder schools. 
 

Whilst the concept of High Schools “giving up” water time for their own  
           pupils may initially appear unpalatable it is worthy of consideration in the
           wider context of the BSF programme.  The BSF programme sets out to pu
           schools at the heart of the community. With links to primary schools, links  
           to the community and voluntary sector, swimming provides a powerful tool  
           in delivering this outcome.  
 

If new sports facilities are deliv
           example, new sports halls and synthetic turf pitches) the opportunitie
           delivering KS3 and 4 PE National Curriculum criteria through alternative  
           activities may be increased, thereby reducing the demand for swimming. 
 

It is is also worth considering two further recommendations from Ofsted  
           (2007) which, if implemented, would directly impact on KS3 swimming  
           provision. Ofsted recommend that:  
 

Improvement Programme extend it into KS3 to benefit the significant 
minority of pupils who currently fail to meet the expectation at the end of 
KS2; and that 
 
 
S
pupils who have not met the expectation for swimming by the end of KS2. 
(In Stoke-on-Trent the SSS maintains detailed records of pupil progress 
which is available to secondary schools but does not currently appear to 
be taken into account for additional/targeted swimming lessons for those 
pupils who fail to attain the KS2 target) 

 
 High School pools could help to significantly address the decline in KS2 target 

attainment by increasing the amount of pool time for feeder schools and working 
with the SSS to develop complementary swimming programmes.  

Proposed policy:  High Schools should prioritise use by KS2 and therefore  
limit the use of their own pools for KS3 and 4.  

 



   

 

Availability of school pools to KS2 (and 1) and the wider 
community 
 

28. Where it is agreed that school pools will be retained under the BSF 
programme it will be essential to secure KS2 (and 1) and community use as 
part of the outcomes.  Governor agreements and PFI contracts should 
therefore: 
 
• Ensure KS2 (and 1) and community use for a significant proportion of the 

pool timetable, including for the community evenings and weekends 
 

• Set a realistic charging rate (currently High School pools do not charge the 
SSS pool hire. Any hire charge will inevitably lead to increased costs for 
schools and will need to be carefully managed.) 
 

29. The importance of the swimming pool network on school sites should be 
referred to in the Strategy for Change Part 2 and within the Young People 
Action Plan.  Headteachers, sponsors and governing bodies need to 
understand the challenges facing school swimming and the role they can play 
in an over-arching School Swimming Strategy. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Action required: 

BSF team to arrange presentation to Headteachers and sponsors.  

 BSF team to ensure appropriate mechanisms put in place to achieve and 
secure long-term community and curriculum use by feeder schools. 

 

 

Funding options and the need for a full Swimming Strategy 
 

30. Whilst some of the existing High School pools will close under the BSF 
programme those that remain will require rebuilding or refurbishing as a 
minimum. The 2005 guidance document “Schools for the Future – 
Inspirational Design for PE and Sport Spaces” included the following: 
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“Swimming pools give a great deal of additional scope to the range of  
activities that can be offered within a physical education and school sports  
programme. Pools fall into the category of supplementary net area and will  
therefore normally need other sources of funding”.  

 
31. This gave the initial impression that school pools could not be built and/or  
           refurbished under the BSF programme.  Subsequent challenges have  
           clarified that provided that there is justification in curriculum terms, and a  
           need by the wider local community, school pools can be built and/or  
           refurbished (but by using funding units initially awarded for other school  
           facilities).  However, this is unlikely to be an attractive option because it  
           will mean losing or scaling down other school facilities, consequently  
           other sources of funding should be explored. These include: 

 

            Free Swimming Initiative Capital Modernisation Programme: 

            £10 million available for a variety of capital schemes including changing    
            room refurbishment. 
 
            Round 2 bidding timetable announced in April 

 

            Co Location Fund: 

                       Cross Government fund to support capital projects that enable the   
                       co-location of local services on e.g. school site, responding to  
                       local needs. Improved outcomes for children, young people,  
                       families and communities 

 
32. The achievement of funding from these and other sources will in large  
            part depend upon the existence of a full Swimming Sports  
            Development Strategy, which takes into account all of the above  
            issues, plus those associated with the community learn to swim  
            programme, casual swimming and performance club needs.  Work on  
            such a strategy is at an early stage, led by the Sports Development  
            officers of the authority.  To achieve a full strategy within the  
            timescales of BSF and the above funding opportunities will require  
            additional resources and a step-change in the scheduling of the  
            Swimming Strategy.  This in turn will require the active participation  
            and support of the Education and BSF teams, together with the  
            Schools Swimming Service.  
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The achievement of external funding will require a full Swimming Strategy which 
incorporates all elements of swimming.  This will require input from all of the 
relevant City Council services, including Education, BSF and Leisure.   
 
 
Proposed policy:  Prioritise officer time to support the development of a 
full Swimming Strategy for Stoke, to be led by the Sports Development 
team.  



   

Further reading/reference 
 

Reaching the Key Stage 2 standard in swimming (2007) – Ofsted survey 

Swimming in Key Stage 2 (2000) - Ofsted report 

A vision for swimming (2009 – 2013) – British Swimming 

ASA School Swimming Strategy (2008) 

Every Child Matters – DCSF 

The Children’s Plan: Building Brighter Futures – DCSF 

The Physical Education and Sport Strategy for Young People (PESSYP) – DCSF 

National Curriculum Handbook – QCA 

Schools for the Future – Inspirational Design for PE and Sport Spaces (2005) – 
Partnership for Schools 
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Note 1 

Water space per 1000 population and participation in swimming 
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*Figures from Active People Survey (Sport England, 2007) 

The chart above shows the total amount of water space (square metres) per 1000 
population drawn from the Active Places database, and the participation rates for 
adult swimming for Stoke-on-Trent and its ONS comparator authorities as drawn 
from the Active People Survey. It also shows the national and regional figures for 
comparison. (Note: It does not include children and school swimming). 

From this chart it can be seen that, with the exception of Sunderland, Stoke-on-Trent 
has the most total water space amongst its comparator authorities and it almost 
matches the national average.  However these water space figures include all types 
of indoor swimming pool including private pools with no community use.  When 
considering the amount of pool space actually available for community use in Stoke 
(or open to registered members) the city has a much higher proportion of 
available water space than the national or regional averages.  In 2007 Stoke had 
around 17.7 sq m of waterspace in 2007, compared to the national average of 13.1 
sq m, and the regional average of 12.2 sq m per thousand.  

However, it has the lowest swimming participation rate of any of the comparator 
authorities, well below the national and regional averages, and it is important to note 
that an increase in the amount of water space available at a city-wide level does not 
necessarily result in increased average participation rates in swimming, as is the 
case in Sunderland.   
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It should be noted, however, that the “averages” mask local variations in swimming 
participation in the city, possibly for example between more affluent areas and those 
areas which are disadvantaged or have a high BME population. Other factors that 
will influence participation include the extent of the network of pools, their availability 
in terms of hours of opening to community use, programming and their 
attractiveness. 
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APPENDIX 11: COMMUNITY HALLS & CENTRES

Name of facility Primary purpose of site
Adderly Green Working Mens Club Members Club
Baddeley Green Working Mens Club Members Club
Ball Green Methodist Church and Chatterly 
Centre Community Centre

Ball Green Working Mens Club Members Club
Ball Green Youth and Adult Centre Community Centre
Berry Hill Working Mens Club Members Club
Birches Head Community Centre Community Centre
Blurton Community Centre Community Centre
Blurton Youth and Adult Centre Community Centre

British Pottery Manufacturers Federation Club Members Club

Bucknall Ex-Service Mens Club Members Club
Burslem Suburban Club & Institute Members Club
Burslem Working Mens Club & Institute Members Club
Chell Youth Club, St Michaels Church Youth Centre
Cobridge Community Centre Community Centre
Corbridge Club and Institute Members Club
Fegg Hayes Sports and Social Club Members Club
Fenton Community Hall Community Centre
Goldenhill Community Hall Community Centre
Goldenhill Working Mens Club Members Club
Goldenhill Youth Club / Youth and Adult 
Centre Community Centre

Holden lane Working Mens Club Members Club
Holden Lane Youth and Adult Centre Community Centre
Joiners Square Community Hall Community Centre
Jubilee Working Mens Club Members Club
London Road Sports and social Club Members Club
Longton and District Working Mens Club Members Club
Longton Central Church Hall Community Centre
Meir Community Education Centre Community Centre
Meir Park Community Centre Community Centre
Meir Social and Sports Club Members Club
Meir Youth Centre Youth Centre
Meir Youth and Community Centre Community Centre
Middleport Working Mens Club and Institute Members Club
Milton Youth and Adult Centre Community Centre
Minton Community Centre Community Centre
Moorland Park Youth & Community Centre Community Centre
Norton Central Working Mens Club Members Club
Norton Community Centre Community Centre
Our Lady of the Angels  & St Peters in Chains 
RC Community Centre

Old Mill (Blurton) Working Mens Club & 
Institute Members Club

Packmoor Community Centre Community Centre



Packmoor Youth and Adult Centre Community Centre
Pitts Hill Victoria Working MC and Bowling 
green Members Club

Queensbury Youth Centre Youth Centre
Rectory Road Sports and Social Club Members Club
Sacred Heart Parish Social Centre/Club Community Centre
Smallthorne Community Centre Community Centre
Smallthorne Pioneer Working Mens Club Members Club
Smallthorne Victory Working Mens Club Members Club
Sneyd Green Community Centre Community Centre
St Mathias Hanford Parish Church Community Centre
Tunstall Community Centre Community Centre
Tunstall Park Community Centre
Tunstall Working Mens Reform Club Members Club
Ubberley & Bentilee Working Mens Club Members Club
Weston Coyney Private Social Club Members Club
Weston Coyney Village Hall Community Centre
Willfield Community Centre Community Centre
Woodlane Community Centre Community Centre
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APPENDIX 12:  COMMUNITY PAVILIONS DESIGN GUIDANCE 

Community Pavilions Design Guidance – Milton Keynes Council  
 
New provision should be fit for purpose, robust and of high quality finish; aesthetically 
pleasing but resistant to vandals. The changing accommodation provided must 
comprise of two team changing rooms and one officials’ changing room per sports pitch. 
The building must meet the requirements of all current and programmed legislation and 
recommendations for accommodation and access. 

 
Below are the specifications for a new community pavilion incorporating meeting and 
sports changing space.  

 
Specification for new community pavilions 

 
 
The building should comprise the following: 

 

Approx 
Floor 

area (m2)
Main Hall 
One court sports hall (min 18x9x7.6m) with wooden floor marked for a 
variety of sports. 
 

 
 

162m2 

Auxiliary Hall 
Second hall (min 10x10x4.5m) with wooden floor, suitable for martial 
arts etc. 
 

 
100m2 

Indoor Changing Rooms 
Male/female/disabled indoor changing facilities & showers located as 
close as possible to halls. 
 

 
 

82m2 

Changing Room Assumptions 
4 people per badminton court = 4 x 2 for changeover = 16 
1 space per 5m2 of ancillary hall = 20 x 2 for changeover = 40 
Total spaces required 56 x 0.9m2 per person = 50m2  
Allow 30m2 each for male and female to allow for variations in ratio. 
Include 4 showers in each changing room: 8 x 2m2 = 16m2  
Allow 6m2 for unisex disabled toilet and shower. 
 

 

Indoor Toilets 
Male, female and disabled toilets. Allow 2 WCs, 2 urinals, 2 basins in 
male and 3 WCs, 2 basins in female. 
 

 
 

20m2  

Storage 
Accessible from both halls (min 12.5% of combined hall area) including 
some smaller cupboards for storage of playgroup toys etc. 
 

 
33m2 



Meeting Room 
Smaller room with carpeted floor, suitable for meetings of up to 12 
people committee style. 
 

 
 

20m2 

Kitchen/Servery 
Accessible from both halls, equipped with fridge, small cooker, double 
sink, hand washing basin and a variety of storage cupboards. 
 

 
 

12m2 

Office/Reception 
With clear view of entrance and window opening onto foyer. 
 

 
12m2 

Team Changing Rooms 
8no at 16m2 each for a four pitch playing field. 
 
 

 
128m2 

 

Team Shower Area 
A shower/drying area of 8m2 with 4 showerheads should be 
incorporated into each changing area. 
 

 
 

64m2 

Team Toilet Area 
EITHER a unisex toilet facility of 8m2 with 2 WCs and 2 basins should 
be incorporated into each pair of changing rooms, OR a single WC and 
single basin should be located in every changing room. 
 

 
 
 

32m2 

Official’s Changing Area (Separate to Team Changing) 
4no at 5m2 each incorporating shower, WC & basin. 
 

 
40m2 

Drinking Water 
A tap supplying drinking water must be available in every changing 
room. 
 

 

External Public Toilet Area 
2no at 4m2 each - one for male and one for female, suitable for 
wheelchair access incorporating WC and basin. 

 
 

8m2 
 

Cleaners Cupboard 
1no at 3m2 incorporating Belfast sink. 

 
3m2 

 
External Equipment Store 
Allow 1no at 21m2 with external wide double doors. 

 
20m2 

 
Circulation Space 
Circulation, internal walls and plant (say 19%). 

 
154m2 

 
Minimum total building area 
 

900m2 



Ancillary Provision 
 
Allowance should also be made for the following: 
 
a. Secure cycle parking for 20 bicycles 
b. Dedicated car parking for 10 cars with capacity for 50 cars eves and w/e’s 
c. Paths, planting and landscaping 
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APPENDIX 13:  TEAM GENERATION RATE METHODOLOGY 
 
 

TGR based calculations 
 
The following section summarises the quantitative assessments of the future 
demand and supply of pitches across the authority as a whole, and by 
Neighbourhood Management Area.  The detailed analysis is provided in other 
appendices. 

 
The steps in determining the balance in supply and demand can be summarised as: 
 

Team Generation Rates 
• Count the number of teams within each age group (from FA  Local Area 

Data Report); 
• Calculate the number of teams per 1000 population for each of the 

relevant age groups (=  Team Generation Rate), both for males and 
females (except for minis which are mixed teams); 

• Apply a 1% growth per annum to each of the TGR rates; 
• Calculate the number of people who will fall within each age group in the 

future (2011 and 2016 for City, 2011 for individual NMAs) based on ONS 
and  SoTCC population forecasts; 

• Multiply the anticipated TGR rate (with the 1% growth pa) to the forecast 
populations for each age group to forecast the number of teams for each 
year (in each NMA). 

Balance in supply and demand 
• Use the number of teams from step 1 (for 2008) and step 5 above for 

2011, 2016  (whole City only); 
• Divide by 2 to calculate the number of home games per week; 
• Apply percentage factor which is the percentage of the games for that age 

group being played at one time.  This determines how many matches will 
need to be provided for at any one time;  

• Multiply step 3 above by 10% to allow for additional pitch capacity for 
training, maintenance etc.; 

• Compare the available number of pitches with the demand from 4 above to 
determine the balance in provision. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

APPENDIX 14 
 
 
 

Team Generation Rate Calculations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Team Generation Rates: 2008
Eastern Age 

Groups
Population 
within Age 

group

Age group 
as a % of 

total active 
population 

Number 
of Teams 

within 
age 

group 

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2007/8

Football**:
  6-9yrs 2603 7% 18 7.1 142
10-15yrs 2045 6% 30 14.6 69
10-15yrs 1023 3% 0 0.1 8859
16-45yrs 10910 31% 25 2.3 437
16-45yrs 5455 15% 1 0.1 10044

11-17yrs 2401 7% 11 4.6 219
11-17yrs 1200 3% 0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 13727 39% 12 0.9 1136
18-55yrs 6863 19% 0 0.0 20821

8-12yrs 3338 9% 1 0.4 2415
13-17yrs 1722 5% 2 1.2 844
13-17yrs 1208 3% 0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-45yrs 10215 29% 3 0.3 3623
18-45yrs 5108 14% 0 0.0 47104

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - mixed
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football
Women’s football

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket

Rugby Union:
Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls
Men’s rugby
Women’s rugby

35516
Total Area Population for all active 
age groups ( 6-55yrs) 



Team Generation Rates: 2011

 Eastern Age 
Groups

Population 
within age 

group

Age group 
as a % of 

total active 
population

Number 
of Teams 
within age 

group - 
forecast 
for 2011 

Population 
in age 
group 

needed to 
generate 1 

team in 
2011

Population in age 
group needed to 
generate 1 team 

in 2008

Teams 
forecast to 

be 
generated 
per 1000 

population 
in 2011 at 

1% pa 
increase 

paricipation

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2011 
at 1% pa 
increase 

participation 

Football:
  6-9yrs 2076 7% 15 7.1 142 7.3 137
10-15yrs 1574 6% 24 14.6 69 15.0 67
10-15yrs 1574 6% 0 0.1 8859 0.1 8601
16-45yrs 8778 31% 21 2.3 437 2.4 424
16-45yrs 8778 31% 1 0.1 10044 0.1 9752

11-17yrs 1893 7% 9 4.6 219 4.7 213
11-17yrs 1893 7% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 11031 39% 10 0.9 1136 0.9 1103
18-55yrs 11031 39% 1 0.0 20821 0.0 20214

8-12yrs 2582 9% 1 0.4 2415 0.4 2345
13-17yrs 1378 5% 2 1.2 844 1.2 819
13-17yrs 1954 7% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-45yrs 8202 29% 2 0.3 3623 0.3 3518
18-45yrs 8202 29% 0 0.0 47104 0.0 45732

28332Total Area Population for all active age 
groups ( 6-55yrs) 

Rugby Union:
Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls
Men’s rugby
Women’s rugby

Women’s cricket

Participation increase at 1% 
p.a.  (i.e.  3% to 2011)

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - mixed
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football
Women’s football

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket



Team Generation Rates:  2008
Northern Age 

Groups
Population 
within Age 

group

Age group 
as a % of 

total active 
population 

Number 
of Teams 
within age 

group 

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Population in age 
group needed to 
generate 1 team 

in 2007/8

Football**:
  6-9yrs 2545 8% 18 7.1 142
10-15yrs 1886 6% 27 14.6 69
10-15yrs 943 3% 0 0.1 8859
16-45yrs 9689 30% 22 2.3 437
16-45yrs 4844 15% 0 0.1 10044

11-17yrs 2185 7% 10 4.6 219
11-17yrs 1093 3% 0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 12236 38% 11 0.9 1136
18-55yrs 6118 19% 0 0.0 20821

8-12yrs 3168 10% 1 0.4 2415
13-17yrs 1553 5% 2 1.2 844
13-17yrs 1084 3% 0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-45yrs 9075 28% 3 0.3 3623
18-45yrs 4537 14% 0 0.0 47104

32047

Rugby Union:

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - mixed
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football
Women’s football

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket

Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls
Men’s rugby
Women’s rugby

Total Area Population for all active age groups ( 6-55yrs) 



Team Generation Rates:  2011

Northern Age 
Groups

Population 
within Age 

Group

Age group 
as a % of 

total active 
pop'tion 

Number of 
Teams 

within age 
group - 
forecast 
for 2011 

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Population in age 
group needed to 
generate 1 team 

in 2008

Teams 
forecast to 

be generated 
per 1000 

population  
in 2011 at 1% 
pa increase 
paricipation 

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2011 
at 1% pa 
increase 

participation 

Football:
  6-9yrs 2540 8% 18 7.1 142 7.3 137
10-15yrs 1907 6% 29 14.6 69 15.0 67
10-15yrs 1907 6% 0 0.1 8859 0.1 8601
16-45yrs 9671 30% 23 2.3 437 2.4 424
16-45yrs 9671 30% 1 0.1 10044 0.1 9752

11-17yrs 2216 7% 10 4.6 219 4.7 213
11-17yrs 2216 7% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 12175 38% 11 0.9 1136 0.9 1103
18-55yrs 12175 38% 1 0.0 20821 0.0 20214

8-12yrs 3181 10% 1 0.4 2415 0.4 2345
13-17yrs 1579 5% 2 1.2 844 1.2 819
13-17yrs 2208 7% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-45yrs 9043 28% 3 0.3 3623 0.3 3518
18-45yrs 9043 28% 0 0.0 47104 0.0 45732

31918

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - mixed
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football

Total Area Population for all active age 
groups ( 6-55yrs) 

Participation increase at 1%  
p.a.  (i.e.  3% to 2011)

Rugby Union:
Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls
Men’s rugby
Women’s rugby

Women’s football

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket



Team Generation Rates:  2008
South Eastern Age 

Groups
Population 
within Age 

group

Age group 
as a % of 

total active 
population

Number of 
Teams 

within age 
group 

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Population in age 
group needed to 
generate 1 team 

in 2007/8

Football**:
  6-9yrs 2603 7% 18 7.1 142
10-15yrs 2045 6% 30 14.6 69
10-15yrs 1023 3% 0 0.1 8859
16-45yrs 10910 31% 25 2.3 437
16-45yrs 5455 15% 1 0.1 10044

11-17yrs 2401 7% 11 4.6 219
11-17yrs 1200 3% 0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 13727 39% 12 0.9 1136
18-55yrs 6863 19% 0 0.0 20821

8-12yrs 3338 9% 1 0.4 2415
13-17yrs 1722 5% 2 1.2 844
13-17yrs 1208 3% 0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-45yrs 10215 29% 3 0.3 3623
18-45yrs 5108 14% 0 0.0 47104

35516

Rugby Union:

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - mixed
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football
Women’s football

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket

Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls
Men’s rugby
Women’s rugby

Total Area Population for all active age groups ( 6-55yrs) 



Team Generation Rates:  2011
South Eastern Age 

Groups
Population 
within Age 

Group

Age group 
as a % of 

total active 
population 

Number of 
Teams 

within age 
group - 
forecast 
for 2011 

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Population in age 
group needed to 
generate 1 team 

in 2008

Teams 
forecast to 

be generated 
per 1000 

population  
in 2011 at 1% 
pa increase 
paricipation 

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2011 
at 1% pa 
increase 

participation 

Football:
  6-9yrs 2588 7% 19 7.1 142 7.3 137
10-15yrs 1981 6% 30 14.6 69 15.0 67
10-15yrs 1981 6% 0 0.1 8859 0.1 8601
16-45yrs 10872 31% 26 2.3 437 2.4 424
16-45yrs 10872 31% 1 0.1 10044 0.1 9752

11-17yrs 2351 7% 11 4.6 219 4.7 213
11-17yrs 2351 7% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 13685 39% 12 0.9 1136 0.9 1103
18-55yrs 13685 39% 1 0.0 20821 0.0 20214

8-12yrs 3254 9% 1 0.4 2415 0.4 2345
13-17yrs 1698 5% 2 1.2 844 1.2 819
13-17yrs 2394 7% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-45yrs 10176 29% 3 0.3 3623 0.3 3518
18-45yrs 10176 29% 0 0.0 47104 0.0 45732

35210

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - 
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football

Total Area Population for all 
active age groups ( 6-55yrs) 

Participation increase at 1%  
p.a.  (i.e.  3% to 2011)

Rugby Union:
Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls
Men’s rugby
Women’s rugby

Women’s football

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket



Team Generation Rates:  2008
South Western Age 

Groups
Population 
within Age 

group

Age group 
as a % of 

total active 
population 

Number of 
Teams 

within age 
group 

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Population in age 
group needed to 
generate 1 team 

in 2007/8

Football**:
  6-9yrs 2617 7% 18 7.1 142
10-15yrs 2062 5% 30 14.6 69
10-15yrs 1031 3% 0 0.1 8859
16-45yrs 12644 32% 29 2.3 437
16-45yrs 6322 16% 1 0.1 10044

11-17yrs 2460 6% 11 4.6 219
11-17yrs 1230 3% 0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 15929 40% 14 0.9 1136
18-55yrs 7964 20% 0 0.0 20821

8-12yrs 3341 8% 1 0.4 2415
13-17yrs 1782 4% 2 1.2 844
13-17yrs 1260 3% 0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-45yrs 11907 30% 3 0.3 3623
18-45yrs 5954 15% 0 0.0 47104

39973

Rugby Union:

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - mixed
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football
Women’s football

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket

Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls
Men’s rugby
Women’s rugby

Total Area Population for all active age groups ( 6-55yrs) 



Team Generation Rates:  2011
Participation increase at 1%  
p.a.  (i.e.  3% to 2011)

South Western Age 
Groups

Population 
within Age 

Group

Age group 
as a % of 

total active 
pop'tion 

Number of 
Teams 

within age 
group - 
forecast 
for 2011 

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Population in age 
group needed to 
generate 1 team 

in 2008

Teams 
forecast to 

be generated 
per 1000 

population  
in 2011 at 1% 
pa increase 
paricipation 

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2011 
at 1% pa 
increase 

participation 

Football:
Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) -   6-9yrs 2616 7% 19 7.1 142 7.3 137
Youth football - boys 10-15yrs 1983 5% 30 14.6 69 15.0 67
Youth football - girls 10-15yrs 1983 5% 0 0.1 8859 0.1 8601
Men’s football 16-45yrs 12459 32% 29 2.3 437 2.4 424
Women’s football 16-45yrs 12459 32% 1 0.1 10044 0.1 9752

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys 11-17yrs 2348 6% 11 4.6 219 4.7 213
Junior cricket - girls 11-17yrs 2348 6% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
Men’s cricket 18-55yrs 15796 40% 14 0.9 1136 0.9 1103
Women’s cricket 18-55yrs 15796 40% 1 0.0 20821 0.0 20214

Rugby Union:
Mini-rugby - mixed 8-12yrs 3272 8% 1 0.4 2415 0.4 2345
Junior rugby - boys 13-17yrs 1694 4% 2 1.2 844 1.2 819
Junior rugby - girls 13-17yrs 2386 6% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
Men’s rugby 18-45yrs 11766 30% 3 0.3 3623 0.3 3518
Women’s rugby 18-45yrs 11766 30% 0 0.0 47104 0.0 45732

Total Area Population for all 
active age groups ( 6-55yrs) 39353



Team Generation Rates:  2008
Western Age 

Groups
Population 
within Age 

group

Age group 
as a % of 

total active 
population 

Number of 
Teams 

within age 
group 

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Population in age 
group needed to 
generate 1 team 

in 2007/8

Football**:
  6-9yrs 1635 7% 12 7.1 142
10-15yrs 1194 5% 17 14.6 69
10-15yrs 597 2% 0 0.1 8859
16-45yrs 8187 34% 19 2.3 437
16-45yrs 4093 17% 0 0.1 10044

11-17yrs 1488 6% 7 4.6 219
11-17yrs 744 3% 0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 9508 39% 8 0.9 1136
18-55yrs 4754 20% 0 0.0 20821

8-12yrs 1960 8% 1 0.4 2415
13-17yrs 1108 5% 1 1.2 844
13-17yrs 796 3% 0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-45yrs 7702 32% 2 0.3 3623
18-45yrs 3851 16% 0 0.0 47104

24075

Rugby Union:

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - mixed
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football
Women’s football

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket

Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls
Men’s rugby
Women’s rugby

Total Area Population for all active age groups ( 6-55yrs) 



Team Generation Rates:  2011

Western Age 
Groups

Population 
within Age 

Group

Age group 
as a % of 

total active 
pop'tion 

Number of 
Teams 

within age 
group - 
forecast 
for 2011 

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Population in age 
group needed to 
generate 1 team 

in 2008

Teams 
forecast to 

be generated 
per 1000 

population  
in 2011 at 1% 
pa increase 
paricipation 

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2011 
at 1% pa 
increase 

participation 

Football:
  6-9yrs 1788 7% 13 7.1 142 7.3 137
10-15yrs 1148 5% 17 14.6 69 15.0 67
10-15yrs 1148 5% 0 0.1 8859 0.1 8601
16-45yrs 8208 34% 19 2.3 437 2.4 424
16-45yrs 8208 34% 1 0.1 10044 0.1 9752

11-17yrs 1335 5% 6 4.6 219 4.7 213
11-17yrs 1335 5% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 9705 40% 9 0.9 1136 0.9 1103
18-55yrs 9705 40% 0 0.0 20821 0.0 20214

8-12yrs 2044 8% 1 0.4 2415 0.4 2345
13-17yrs 952 4% 1 1.2 844 1.2 819
13-17yrs 1330 5% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-45yrs 7829 32% 2 0.3 3623 0.3 3518
18-45yrs 7829 32% 0 0.0 47104 0.0 45732

24339

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - 
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football

Total Area Population for all active 
age groups ( 6-55yrs) 

Participation increase at 1%  
p.a.  (i.e.  3% to 2011)

Rugby Union:
Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls
Men’s rugby
Women’s rugby

Women’s football

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket



Cricket Teams playing within Stoke
Age 

Groups
Population 
within Age 

group

Age 
group as 

a % of 
total 

active 
pop'tion 

Number 
of Teams 

within 
age 

group 

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Population 
in age 
group 

needed to 
generate 1 

team in 
2007/8

11-17yrs 10517 7% 18 1.7 584
11-17yrs 10517 7% 0 0.0 0
18-55yrs 62462 39% 31 0.5 2015
18-55yrs 62462 39% 1 0.0 62462

160258

Women’s cricket

Total Area Population for all active 
age groups (6-55yrs) 

Team Generation Rates:  2008

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket



Team Generation Rates:  2011
Cricket Teams playing within Stoke

Age 
Groups

Population 
within Age 

Group

Age 
group as 

a % of 
total 

active 
pop'tion 

Number 
of Teams 

within 
age 

group - 
forecast 
for 2011 

Teams 
generate

d per 
1000 pop 
in 2007/8

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2008

Teams 
forecast to 

be 
generated 
per 1000 

population  
in 2011 at 

1% pa 
increase 

paricipation

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2011 
at 1% pa 
increase 

participation 

11-17yrs 10143 6% 18 1.7 584 1.8 567
11-17yrs 10143 6% 0 0.0 0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 62392 39% 32 0.5 2015 0.5 1956
18-55yrs 62392 39% 1 0.0 62462 0.0 60643

159151

Participation increase at 1% 
p.a.  (i.e.  3% to 2011)

Total Area Population for all active 
age groups ( 6-55yrs) 

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket



Cricket Teams playing within Stoke

Age 
Groups

Population 
within Age 

Group

Age 
group as 

a % of 
total 

active 
pop'tion 

Number 
of Teams 

within 
age 

group - 
forecast 
for 2016

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Teams 
forecast to be 
generated per 

1000 
population in 
2016 at 1% pa 

increase 
paricipation 

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2016 
at 1% pa 
increase 

participation 

11-17yrs 9490 6% 16 1.7 1.8 584
11-17yrs 9490 6% 0 0.0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 60760 39% 30 0.5 0.5 2015
18-55yrs 60760 39% 1 0.0 0.0 62462

155700
Total Area Population for all active 
age groups ( 6-55yrs) 

Participation increase at 1%  
p.a.  (i.e.  7% to 2016)

Team Generation Rates:  2016

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket



Team Generation Rates:  2011
Stoke All

Age 
Groups

Population 
within Age 

Group

Age 
group as 

a % of 
total 

active 
pop'tion 

Number 
of Teams 

within 
age 

group - 
forecast 
for 2011 

Teams 
generate

d per 
1000 pop 
in 2007/8

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2008

Teams 
forecast to 

be 
generated 
per 1000 

population  
in 2011 at 

1% pa 
increase 

paricipation

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2011 
at 1% pa 
increase 

participation 

Football:
  6-9yrs 11608 7% 84 7.1 142 7.3 137
10-15yrs 8593 5% 129 14.6 69 15.0 67
10-15yrs 8593 5% 1 0.1 8859 0.1 8601
16-45yrs 49987 31% 118 2.3 437 2.4 424
16-45yrs 49987 31% 5 0.1 10044 0.1 9752

11-17yrs 10143 6% 48 4.6 219 4.7 213
11-17yrs 10143 6% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 62392 39% 57 0.9 1136 0.9 1103
18-55yrs 62392 39% 3 0.0 20821 0.0 20214

8-12yrs 14332 9% 6 0.4 2415 0.4 2345
13-17yrs 7300 5% 9 1.2 844 1.2 819
13-17yrs 10271 6% 0 0.0 #DIV/0! 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-45yrs 47016 30% 13 0.3 3623 0.3 3518

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket

Rugby Union:
Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls
Men’s rugby

Women’s football

Participation increase at 1% 
p.a.  (i.e.  3% to 2011)

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - mixed
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football

y %
18-45yrs 47016 30% 1 0.0 47104 0.0 45732

159151
Total Area Population for all active 
age groups ( 6-55yrs) 

g y
Women’s rugby



Stoke All

Age 
Groups

Population 
within Age 

Group

Age 
group as 

a % of 
total 

active 
pop'tion 

Number 
of Teams 

within 
age 

group - 
forecast 
for 2016

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Teams 
forecast to be 
generated per 

1000 
population in 
2016 at 1% pa 

increase 
paricipation 

Population in 
age group 
needed to 
generate 1 

team in 2016 
at 1% pa 
increase 

participation 

Football:
  6-9yrs 12400 8% 94 7.1 7.6 132
10-15yrs 8150 5% 127 14.6 15.6 64
10-15yrs 8150 5% 1 0.1 0.1 8279
16-45yrs 46770 30% 115 2.3 2.5 408
16-45yrs 46770 30% 5 0.1 0.1 9387

11-17yrs 9490 6% 46 4.6 4.9 205
11-17yrs 9490 6% 0 0.0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-55yrs 60760 39% 57 0.9 0.9 1061
18-55yrs 60760 39% 3 0.0 0.1 19459

8-12yrs 14360 9% 6 0.4 0.4 2257
13-17yrs 6770 4% 9 1.2 1.3 789
13-17yrs 9470 6% 0 0.0 0.0 #DIV/0!
18-45yrs 44070 28% 13 0.3 0.3 3386
18-45yrs 44070 28% 1 0.0 0.0 44022

Participation increase at 1%  
p.a.  (i.e.  7% to 2016)

Men’s rugby
Women’s rugby

Team Generation Rates:  2016

Rugby Union:
Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls

Women’s football

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - mixed
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football

y

155700
Total Area Population for all active 
age groups ( 6-55yrs) 



Stoke All Age 
Groups

Population 
within Age 

group

Age 
group as 

a % of 
total 

active 
pop'tion 

Number 
of Teams 

within 
age 

group 

Teams 
generated 
per 1000 
pop in 
2007/8

Population 
in age 
group 

needed to 
generate 1 

team in 
2007/8

Football**:
  6-9yrs 11466 7% 81 7.1 142
10-15yrs 8859 6% 129 14.6 69
10-15yrs 8859 6% 1 0.1 8859
16-45yrs 50221 31% 115 2.3 437
16-45yrs 50221 31% 5 0.1 10044

11-17yrs 10517 7% 48 4.6 219
11-17yrs 10517 7% 0 0.0 0
18-55yrs 62462 39% 55 0.9 1136
18-55yrs 62462 39% 3 0.0 20821

8-12yrs 14493 9% 6 0.4 2415
13-17yrs 7597 5% 9 1.2 844
13-17yrs 10714 7% 0 0.0 0
18-45yrs 47104 29% 13 0.3 3623

Team Generation Rates:   2008

Mini-rugby - mixed
Junior rugby - boys
Junior rugby - girls
Men’s rugby

Cricket:
Junior cricket - boys
Junior cricket - girls
Men’s cricket
Women’s cricket

Rugby Union:

Mini-soccer (U7-U10s) - mixed
Youth football - boys
Youth football - girls
Men’s football
Women’s football

18-45yrs 47104 29% 1 0.0 47104

160258

**  Team numbers for football provided by Staffs FA 

Women’s rugby

Total Area Population for all active 
age groups (6-55yrs) 
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TOTAL  - All areas
Males & Females

Year 
Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini

2007/08 120 130 81 60 65 41 80% 70% 70% 48 46 28
2011** 128 131 84 64 65 42 80% 70% 70% 51 46 30
2016** 125 129 94 63 65 47 80% 70% 70% 50 45 33

Demand for football all Stoke 

% matches @ 
peak time 

Peak time 
demand = no. 
pitches reqd 

matches No teams 
Home 

matches

2016** 125 129 94 63 65 47 80% 70% 70% 50 45 33
**   Estimated team numbers from TGR 
calculations



2007/08

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2007/08 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED IN 
2007/08

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
total area 
of pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 19 28 2 30 9.075 5.7
10-15 Junior 0.5 23 46 2 48 23.9 11.5
16+ Senior 1.2 65 48 7 55 65.4 78

98.4 147.6 95.2 143 4.8

2011

Additional 

Supply and demand for football  all Stoke 

MALES + FEMALES

MALES + FEMALES

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2011 for 
matches

'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED 

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
area of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 19 30 3 33 9.8 5.7
10-15 Junior 0.5 23 46 5 50 25.2 11.5
16+ Senior 1.2 65 51 5 56 67.7 78

102.6 153.9 95.2 142.8 11.1

2016

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2016 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED 

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
area of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 19 33 3 36 10.9 5.7
10-15 Junior 0.5 23 45 5 50 24.8 11.5
16+ Senior 1.2 65 50 5 55 66.0 78

101.7 152.5 95.2 142.8 9.7

MALES + FEMALES
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Site Owned by
Abbey Lane Ground (Hanley Town) Abbey Green Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Anchor Road Stadium Longton North South Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Bycars Park Burslem North Northern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Central Forest Pk (Sneyd St) Burslem South Western A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Fallowfields Blurton South Western A 1 0 1 Stoke on Trent City Council
Florence Colliery Miners Welfare Longton South South Eastern A 1 0 3
Grange Park Reclamation Burslem South Western A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Holden Lane WMC East Valley Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Kemball Avenue Fenton South Western A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Latebrook Rec Tunstall Northern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Normacot Grange Meir Park & Sandon South Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Normacot Rec Longton North South Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Norton Cricket Club East Valley Eastern A 1 0 0 CISWO
Priorsfield Fenton South Western A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
R dhill R d (Abb H lt Utd) E t V ll E t A 1 0 0 Abb H lt U it d FCRedhills Road (Abbey Hulton Utd) East Valley Eastern A 1 0 0 Abbey Hulton United FC
Sandbach Road Burslem South Western A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Staffordshire University Hanley West & Shelton Western B1 1 0 0 Staffordshire University
Tunstall Park Tunstall Northern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Whitcombe Road Weston & Meir North South Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Wood Street Rec Longton North South Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council



TOTAL  - All areas
Males & Females

Year 
Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini

2007/08 26 30 18 13 15 9 80% 70% 70% 10 11 6
2011** 22 24 15 11 12 8 80% 70% 70% 9 8 5

Demand for football Eastern 

% matches @ peak 
time 

Peak time demand 
= no. pitches reqd 

matches 

**   Estimated team numbers from TGR calculations

No teams Home matches



2007/08

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2007/08 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED IN 
2007/08

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
total area 
of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 7 6 1 7 2.1 2.1
10-15 Junior 0.5 12 11 1 12 5.9 6
16+ Senior 1 2 14 10 1 12 14 2 16 8

Supply and demand for football Eastern

MALES + FEMALES

16+ Senior 1.2 14 10 1 12 14.2 16.8
22.2 33.3 24.9 37 -4.1

2011

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2011 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED 

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
area of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 7 5 1 6 1.7 2.1
10-15 Junior 0.5 12 8 1 9 4.6 6
16+ Senior 1.2 14 9 1 10 11.6 16.8

18.0 27.0 24.9 37.35 -10.4

MALES + FEMALES
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Site Owned by
Abbey Lane Ground (Hanley Town) A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Bucknall Park A 2 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Hardman Football Development Centr A 3 5 3 Stoke on Trent City Council
Holdcroft Road A 1 1 1 Stoke on Trent City Council
Holden Lane High School B1 1 1 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Holden Lane WMC A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Norton Cricket Club A 1 0 0 CISWO
Norwich Road A 0 2 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Redhills Road (Abbey Hulton Utd) A 1 0 0 Abbey Hulton United FC
Trentmill Road A 2 0 0 Stoke on Trent City CouncilTrentmill Road A 2 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Willfield Community Centre A 1 3 3 Stoke on Trent City Council



TOTAL  - All areas
Males & Females

Year 
Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini

2007/08 23 29 18 12 15 9 80% 70% 70% 9 10 6
2011** 25 29 18 12 15 9 80% 70% 70% 10 10 6

Peak time demand 
= no. pitches reqd 

matches 

**   Estimated team numbers from TGR calculations

No teams Home matches

Demand for football Northern 

% matches @ peak 
time 



2007/08

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2007/08 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED IN 
2007/08

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
total area 
of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 0 6 0 6 1.9 0
10-15 Junior 0.5 0 10 0 10 5.1 0
16+ Senior 1 2 19 9 2 11 13 4 22 8

Supply and demand for football Northern

MALES + FEMALES

16+ Senior 1.2 19 9 2 11 13.4 22.8
20.4 30.5 22.8 34 -3.7

2011

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2011 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED 

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
area of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 0 6 1 7 2.1 0
10-15 Junior 0.5 0 10 1 11 5.6 0
16+ Senior 1.2 19 10 1 11 13.1 22.8

20.8 31.2 22.8 34.2 -3.0

MALES + FEMALES
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Site Owned by
Bradeley Community Football Development Centre Norton & Bradeley Northern A 4 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Bycars Park Burslem North Northern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Chatterley Whitfield Chell & Packmoor Northern A 2 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Dimensions Burslem North Northern A 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Latebrook Rec Tunstall Northern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Monks Neil Park Chell & Packmoor Northern A 2 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Packmoor Chell & Packmoor Northern A 4 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Sprinkbank Chell & Packmoor Northern A 4 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Tunstall Park Tunstall Northern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council

19 0 0



TOTAL  - All areas
Males & Females

Year 
Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini

2007/08 26 30 18 13 15 9 80% 70% 70% 10 11 6
2011** 27 30 19 14 15 9 80% 70% 70% 11 11 7

Peak time demand 
= no. pitches reqd 

matches 

**   Estimated team numbers from TGR calculations

No teams Home matches

Demand for football South Eastern 

% matches @ peak 
time 



2007/08

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2007/08 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED IN 
2007/08

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
total area 
of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 5 6 1 7 2.1 1.5
10-15 Junior 0.5 2 11 0 11 5.4 1
16+ Senior 1 2 9 10 1 11 13 6 10 8

Supply and demand for football South Eastern

MALES + FEMALES

16+ Senior 1.2 9 10 1 11 13.6 10.8
21.0 31.5 13.3 20 11.6

2011

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2011 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED 

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
area of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 5 7 1 7 2.2 1.5
10-15 Junior 0.5 2 11 1 12 5.8 1
16+ Senior 1.2 9 11 1 12 14.3 10.8

22.2 33.4 13.3 19.95 13.4

MALES + FEMALES
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Site Owned by
Anchor Road Stadium Longton North South Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Florence Colliery Miners Welfare Longton South South Eastern A 1 0 3
Longton Park Longton South South Eastern A 2 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Normacot Grange Meir Park & Sandon South Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Normacot Rec Longton North South Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Watery Lane Playing Fields Longton South South Eastern A 1 1 2 Stoke on Trent City Council
Weston Coyney Junior School Weston & Meir North South Eastern B1 0 1 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Whitcombe Road Weston & Meir North South Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Wood Street Rec Longton North South Eastern A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council

9 2 59 2 5



TOTAL  - All areas
Males & Females

Year 
Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini

2007/08 30 30 18 15 15 9 80% 70% 70% 12 11 6
2011** 30 30 19 15 15 10 80% 70% 70% 12 11 7

Peak time demand 
= no. pitches reqd 

matches 

**   Estimated team numbers from TGR calculations

No teams Home matches

Demand for football South Western 

% matches @ peak 
time 



2007/08

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2007/08 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED IN 
2007/08

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
total area 
of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 3 6 0 7 2.0 0.9
10-15 Junior 0.5 5 11 1 11 5.5 2.5
16+ Senior 1 2 12 12 1 13 15 9 14 4

Supply and demand for football South Western

MALES + FEMALES

16+ Senior 1.2 12 12 1 13 15.9 14.4
23.5 35.3 17.8 27 8.6

2011

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2011 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED 

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
area of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 3 7 1 7 2.2 0.9
10-15 Junior 0.5 5 11 1 12 5.8 2.5
16+ Senior 1.2 12 12 1 13 15.8 14.4

23.9 35.8 17.8 26.7 9.1

MALES + FEMALES
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Site Owned by
Blurton Primary School Blurton South Western B1 0 1 1 Stoke on Trent City Council
Fallowfields Blurton South Western A 1 0 1 Stoke on Trent City Council
Fenton Cricket Club Fenton South Western A 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Fenton Park Fenton South Western A 4 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Harpfield Primary School Hartshill & Penkhull South Western B1 1 1 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Kemball Avenue Fenton South Western A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Mount Pleasant Park Fenton South Western A 2 1 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Priorsfield Fenton South Western A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Riverside Road Stoke & Trent Vale South Western A 1 1 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
The Croft Playing Fields Stoke & Trent Vale South Western A 1 1 1 Stoke on Trent City CouncilThe Croft Playing Fields Stoke & Trent Vale South Western A 1 1 1 Stoke on Trent City Council

12 5 3



TOTAL  - All areas
Males & Females

Year 
Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini Snr Jnr Mini

2007/08 19 17 12 10 9 6 80% 70% 70% 8 6 4
2011** 19 17 13 10 9 7 80% 70% 70% 8 6 5

Peak time demand 
= no. pitches reqd 

matches 

**   Estimated team numbers from TGR calculations

No teams Home matches

Demand for football Western 

% matches @ peak 
time 



2007/08

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2007/08 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED IN 
2007/08

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
total area 
of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 3 4 0 4 1.3 0.9
10-15 Junior 0.5 2 6 0 6 3.1 1
16+ Senior 1 2 11 8 1 9 10 4 13 2

Supply and demand for football Western 

MALES + FEMALES

16+ Senior 1.2 11 8 1 9 10.4 13.2
14.8 22.2 15.1 23 -0.4

2011

Age group Pitch

Hectares -
Max size 
with 
safety 
margins

Current 
number 
of 
pitches

Total number of 
pitches required 
in 2011 for 
matches

Additional 
'spare capacity' 
for training, 
pitch 
maintenance 
etc (no. 
pitches) @10% 
of pitch stock 

TOTAL 
NUMBER OF 
PITCHES 
REQUIRED 

Area for 
football 
(pitches only 
reqd for 
matches) 
Hectares

Area for 
football 
required 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Current 
area of 
pitches 
(ha)

Current total 
area for 
football 
including 
ancillary 
(150% of pitch 
area)

Additional 
playing 
field area 
required to 
meet 
demand 
(hectares) 

u10 Mini 0.3 3 5 0 5 1.5 0.9
10-15 Junior 0.5 2 6 1 7 3.4 1
16+ Senior 1.2 11 8 1 8 10.0 13.2

14.9 22.4 15.1 22.65 -0.3

MALES + FEMALES
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Central Forest Pk (Sneyd St) Burslem South Western A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Grange Park Reclamation Burslem South Western A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Hanley Park Hanley West & Shelton Western A 3 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Northwood Stadium Northwood & Birches Head Western A 2 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Sandbach Road Burslem South Western A 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Sneyd Cricket Club Burslem South Western B1 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council
Staffordshire University Hanley West & Shelton Western B1 1 0 0 Staffordshire University
Stanley Matthews Sports Centre Hanley West & Shelton Western B1 0 0 0 Staffordshire University
Trubshaw Cross Burslem South Western A 2 2 3 Stoke on Trent City Council

11 2 311 2 3
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Abbey Lane Ground (Hanley Town) Eastern A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Average Average Average Average
Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average Average Average

Hanley 
Town 
home 
site

Alexandra Junior School South Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average Average

Above 
Average

Anchor Road Stadium South Eastern A 2 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Ash Green Primary School South Western B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average Average Average Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Aynsley Special School South Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average Average Average Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Ball Green Primary School Northern B2 1 1 1 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average

Poor 
Quality No Provision

No 
Provision

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Below 
Average

Berry Hill High School Eastern B2 2 1 0 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

High 
Quality Average

Poor 
Quality

Below 
Average

Above 
Average

High 
Quality

High 
Quality Average

Birches Head High School Western B2 0 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE
Above 
Average Average Average

Below 
Average Average Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Poor 
Quality

The 
bottom 
pitches 
are 
significan
tly worse 

Blurton High School South Western B2 2 2 0 0 1 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Below 
Average Average Poor Quality

Poor 
Quality Average

Below 
Average

Poor 
Quality

y
off in 
terms of 
drainage, 
much 
wetter 
and 
muddier 
than top 
ones.

Blurton Primary School South Western B1 0 1 1 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average

Britannia Stadium C 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke FC TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Bradeley Community Football DevelopmentNorthern A 4 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Brookhouse Green Primary School Eastern B2 0 2 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE High Quality
Above 
Average High Quality

Above 
Average Average

No 
Provision

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Below 
Average

Brownhills High School Northern B2 1 0 2 1 1 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average
Below 
Average

Below 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Poor 
Quality

Bucknall Park Eastern A 2 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average
Poor 
Quality

Burnwood Primary School Northern B2 1 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE Average Average Average Average Average Average
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

High 
Quality

Burslem CC Western A 0 0 0 1 0 0 TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average

Bycars Park Northern A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

High 
Quality Average Average Average Average Average Average

Below 
Average

Caddicks South Western A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Poor Quality
Poor 
Quality Poor Quality

Poor 
Quality No Provision

No 
Provision

Poor 
Quality

Poor 
Quality

Poor 
Quality

No use 
for 
several 
years.  
Effectivel
y 
transferr
ed to 
informal 
open 
space 

Caverswall CC South Eastern B1 0 0 0 1 0 0 Caverswall Cricket Club TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average

Central Forest Pk (Sneyd St) Western A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Poor Quality
Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Poor 
Quality No Provision

No 
Provision Average

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Site used 
for 
summer 
training 
only

Site used 
for 
summer 
training 
only



APPENDIX 16:  LIST OF SITES - FULL

Site Name NMA C
om

m
un

ity
 U

se
ag

e

Se
ni

or
 F

oo
tb

al
l 

Ju
ni

or
 F

oo
tb

al
l

M
in

i S
oc

ce
r

C
ric

ke
t

Fu
ll 

R
ug

by

M
in

i R
ug

by

Site Owned by Pa
vi

lio
n 

Fa
ci

lit
ie

s

Pa
vi

lio
n 

Fa
ci

lit
ie

s 
A

va
ila

bl
e 

to
 

A
ll

H
as

 F
lo

od
lig

ht
s

M
at

ch
 F

lo
od

lig
ht

s

Pi
tc

he
s 

Su
rf

ac
e 

Q
ua

lit
y

Pi
tc

h 
Le

ve
l Q

ua
lit

y

M
ai

nt
en

an
ce

 Q
ua

lit
y

D
ra

in
ag

e 
Q

ua
lit

y

C
ha

ng
in

g 
R

oo
m

 Q
ua

lit
y 

(fo
r 

co
m

m
un

ity
)

Sh
ow

er
 Q

ua
lit

y 
(fo

r c
om

m
ui

ty
)

C
ar

 P
ar

k 
Q

ua
lit

y

Fe
nc

in
g 

Q
ua

lit
y

A
tte

nd
an

ts
 Q

ua
lit

y

C
om

m
un

ity
 A

dd
iti

on
al

 D
et

ai
ls

Pi
tc

he
s 

A
dd

iti
on

a 
lD

et
ai

ls

20
08

 u
pd

at
e

C
om

m
en

t f
ro

m
 c

lu
b 

20
08

 

Chatterley Whitfield Northern A 2 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Poor Quality
Below 
Average Poor Quality

Poor 
Quality Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Poor 
Quality

Poor 
Quality

Site put 
out of 
action 
due to 
contamin
ation 

Clarice Cliff Primary School B2 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Crescent Primary School South Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Dimensions Northern A 0 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Above 
Average Average

Eaton Park Primary School Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Edensor High School South Eastern B2 1 1 2 1 1 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
Above 
Average Average

Poor 
Quality Poor Quality

Below 
Average

Poor 
Quality

Above 
Average

Poor 
Quality

Fallowfields South Western A 1 0 1 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average Average Average Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Fenton Cricket Club South Western A 0 0 0 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

Above 
Average Average Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Below 
Average

Above Above Above Above Poor Poor Below 

Dresden 
Park 
Rangers 

Fenton Park South Western A 4 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average Poor Quality Quality Quality Average Average
g

FC 

Florence Colliery Miners Welfare South Eastern A 1 0 3 0 0 0 TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
Above 
Average High Quality

Above 
Average

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Above 
Average Average

High 
Quality

Forest Park Primary School Western B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Goldenhill Primary School Northern B2 0 2 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Grange Park Reclamation Western A 2 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Poor Quality Average Average
Poor 
Quality No Provision

No 
Provision Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Poor 
drainage 
on one of 
pitches 
severely 
limits use

Grange Primary School South Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Greenways Primary School Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

High 
Quality

H & R Johnson Valley (Ravensdale) Northern C 2 0 0 0 0 0 H & R Johnson Tiles Ltd. FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision Average Average Average

Hanford CC South Western B1 0 0 0 1 0 0 TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average

Above 
Average Average Average

Below 
Average

High 
Quality

Hanley Park Western A 3 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE TRUE TRUE Average
Below 
Average Average

Below 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average Average

Below 
Average

Stoke 
African 
All Star 
FC, 

Hardman Football Development Centre Eastern A 3 5 3 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

High 
Quality High Quality

Above 
Average High Quality

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Milton 
Villa FC 
u10, 
Milton 
Comets, 

Harpfield Primary School South Western B1 1 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average High Quality

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average
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Haywood High School Northern B2 1 0 1 0 1 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE Average
Above 
Average Average Average Average Average

High 
Quality

Above 
Average Average

2 of the 3 
pitches 
are 
generally 
well 
drained. 
No 3 
pitch 
needs 
more 
work 
done on 
it.

Hillside Primary School Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Holdcroft Road Eastern A 1 1 1 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision Average Average Average

Holden Lane High School Eastern B1 1 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Poor Quality
High 
Quality Average

Poor 
Quality Poor Quality

Poor 
Quality

High 
Quality Average

Below 
Average

Holden Lane Primary School Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Holden Lane WMC Eastern A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Below 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Traveller

James Brindley High School Northern B2 2 0 0 1 1 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average
Below 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Below 
Average

Poor 
Quality

s Rest 
Vets FC

John Baskeyfield VC C.E (C) Primary SchooWestern B2 0 1 1 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average
High 
Quality Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Below 
Average

Above 
Average

Below 
Average

Kemball Avenue South Western A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Below 
Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Kingsland CE(A) Primary School Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council

Latebrook Rec Northern A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Below 
Average

Above 
Average

Below 
Average

Longton Cricket Club South Western B1 0 0 0 1 0 0 Trustees of the Club (stewart foster - 312426) TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Longton High School South Eastern B2 0 2 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE

Longton Park South Eastern A 2 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Longton RUFC South Western B1 0 0 0 0 5 0 TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Average Average Average
Below 
Average High Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Maple Court Primary School Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council

Meakins Cricket Club Eastern B1 0 0 0 1 0 0 TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average

Meir Primary School South Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Mill Hill Primary School Northern B2 0 2 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average
Above 
Average

Below 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Below 
Average

Milton Primary School Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Mitchell High School Eastern B2 2 0 1 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE

Monks Neil Park Northern A 2 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Below 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Poor 
Quality

Very 
poor 
drainage. 
Only 1 
snr pitch 
useable 
but not 
hired for 
2007/08 
season 
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Mount Pleasant Park South Western A 2 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision Average Average Average

Only 1 
snr pitch 
in used 
due to 
poor 
drainage 
on other.  
Remainin
g pitch 
well 
liked. 

FC 
Fenton 

New Ford Primary School Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average
Above 
Average Average

Below 
Average Average Average

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Below 
Average

Newstead Primary School South Western B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Normacot Grange South Eastern A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Normacot Rec South Eastern A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Below 
Average Average

Poor 
Quality

One club 
suggests 

Northwood Stadium Western A 2 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE Average
Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average High Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

gg
the site is 
the worst 
they play 
on

Norton Primary School B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Norton Cricket Club Eastern A 1 0 0 1 0 0 CISWO TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average

Proposed 
as 
Category 
2 site for 
Football 
Dev

Norwich Road Eastern A 0 2 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Poor 
Quality

Our Ladys & St Benedict Catholic Primary Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Packmoor Northern A 4 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

High 
Quality Average

Below 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Packmoor Primary School Northern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Park Hall Primary School South Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average
Above 
Average Average

High 
Quality No Provision

No 
Provision Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Port Vale FC Northern C 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE High Quality
High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Priorsfield South Western A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

High 
Quality High Quality

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Poor 
Quality

Priory Primary School South Western B2 0 0 2 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

High 
Quality

Above 
Average Average Average Average

Below 
Average

High 
Quality Average

Redhills Road (Abbey Hulton Utd) Eastern A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Abbey Hulton United FC FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision Average Average Average

No 
informati
on about 
site

Riverside Road South Western A 1 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision

Below 
Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Sandbach Road Western A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality No Provision

No 
Provision

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Sandford Hill Primary School South Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Sandon High School South Eastern B1 0 2 1 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality
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Sandyford CC Northern A 0 0 0 1 0 0 Sandyford Cricket Club TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Below 
Average Average Average Average Average Average

Sneyd Cricket Club Western B1 0 0 0 1 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality Average

High 
Quality Average

Below 
Average Average

Sneyd Green Primary school Western B2 1 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average
High 
Quality

Above 
Average Average Average Average

Below 
Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Sprinkbank Northern A 4 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average Average Average Average

Below 
Average

Sandon High School South Eastern B1 0 2 1 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

St Augustines Catholic Primary School South Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

St Gregorys Catholic Junior School South Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

St John's CE (A) Primary School South Western B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality No Provision

No 
Provision Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

St Josephs Catholic Primary School Northern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

St Josephs College South Western B2 2 1 0 1 3 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE

St Margaret Ward Catholic School Northern B2 1 0 0 0 0 0 Arch Diocese of Birmingham TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average
Above 
Average

Below 
Average

Poor 
Quality

Below 
Average Average

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Poor 
Quality

St Maria Goretti Catholic Primary School Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average
Above 
Average Average Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

High Poor Below Poor
St Marys C.E Primary School Northern B2 0 0 0 0 0 0 Church Trustees Lichield Diocese TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality

High 
Quality High Quality

Poor 
Quality Average Average

Below 
Average Average

Poor 
Quality

St Mary's Primary School Northern B2 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Poor Quality
Above 
Average Poor Quality

Poor 
Quality Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Below 
Average

Poor 
Quality

The 
school 
would 
love a 
grass 
pitch of 
child 
friendly 
proportio
ns 

Redgra 
pitch 32 
years 
old, now 
has a 
dust 
bowl, 
moss 
encroach
ing on 
large 
areas of 
the 
surface

St Matthews C E (A) Primary School South Eastern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average Average Average Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

St Peter's High School South Western B2 0 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

High 
Quality

Below 
Average

Poor 
Quality

St Teresa's Catholic Primary School South Western B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

St Thomas Aquinas Catholic Primary SchooSouth Western B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average
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St Thomas More Catholic College South Eastern B2 1 0 0 0 1 0 Diocesen and School Commision TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average Average Average

Above 
Average Poor Quality

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

High 
Quality Average

The 
facility is 
not used 
for 
communi
ty teams

St. Josephs College Playing Fields South Western C 2 1 0 1 3 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average Average

Above 
Average

High 
Quality

Staffordshire University Western B1 1 0 0 0 1 0 Staffordshire University TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Stanley Matthews Sports Centre Western B1 0 0 0 0 0 0 Staffordshire University TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Stansfield CC South Eastern B1 0 0 0 1 0 0 TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average Average

Stoke City FC South Western C 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke City FC TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE High Quality
High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Summerbank Primary School Northern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Sutherland Primary School South Western B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

The Croft Playing Fields South Western A 1 1 1 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

High 
Quality High Quality

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Averagey g y g y g y g y y g g g

The Willows Primary School South Western B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision

High 
Quality

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Thistley Hough High School South Western B2 3 0 1 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE

Trentham High School South Western B2 1 1 0 0 1 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE Average Average Average Average Average Average Average
High 
Quality

High 
Quality

Trentham RUFC South Western B1 0 0 0 0 2 1 Trentham RUFC TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE Average
Above 
Average Average Average

Above 
Average

High 
Quality

Above 
Average Average

High 
Quality

Trentmill Road Eastern A 2 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision Average Average Average

Trubshaw Cross Western A 2 2 3 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average
High 
Quality Average

High 
Quality No Provision

No 
Provision Average Average Average

Trubsha
w Cross 
Ladsand
Dads

Tunstall Park Northern A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Abover 
Average Average Average Average No Provision

No 
Provision Average Average

Below 
Average

Moorland 
FC

Watery Lane Playing Fields South Eastern A 1 1 2 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision

Below 
Average

Below 
Average

Poor 
Quality

One club 
reported 
poor 
condition

Wedgwood Sports Ground Eastern B2 1 1 1 0 0 0 Wedgwood FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE Average Average Average Average No Provision
No 
Provision Average Average Average

No 
informati
on about 
site

Weston Coyney Junior School South Eastern B1 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average High Quality

High 
Quality Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Whitcombe Road South Eastern A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average Average Average

Above 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Below 
Average Average

Poor 
Quality

Whitfield Valley Primary School Northern B2 0 1 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Willfield Community Centre Eastern A 1 3 3 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average

Above 
Average Average Average Average Average Average

Proposed 
as Cat 2 
site for 
football 
strategy

Staffs 
Land and 
Dads 
Club

Wood Street Rec South Eastern A 1 0 0 0 0 0 Stoke on Trent City Council FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE
Above 
Average Average Average

Below 
Average No Provision

No 
Provision

Below 
Average Average

Poor 
Quality

A   = sites with secure community use (local authority, parish etc.)
Community Usage:  

B1 = sites with secure community use (school sites with formal agreement, club sites)
B2 = sites with no secure community use, primarily schools (excluded from pitch assessment)
C   = sites with no secure community use, mainly industrial sites (excluded from pitch assessment)
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Stoke Playing Pitch Strategy:  Clubs and Teams 

Football teams - Stoke-on-Trent

Team name U7 U8 U9 U10 U11 U12 U13 U14 U15 U16 U17 U18 Adult League Postcode
A.F.C. Hanley Town 2007 1 County Minor Sunday Youth League ST1 6PA 
A.F.C. Hanley Town 2007 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST1 6PA 
Abbey Hulton United 2 Staffordshire County Senior League ST1 6ND
Abbey Hulton United Juniors 1 1 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST6 4LF  
Abbey Hulton United Youth 1 County Minor Sunday Youth League ST2 8DD 
Abbey Hulton United Youth 1 North Staffs Youth League  ST2 8DD 
Abbey Warriors 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Adderley Green 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST2 
AFC Blurton 1 Coors Sunday League ST3 3JD 
AFC Brown Edge 1 Coors Sunday League ST6 8AJ 
Allstar 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST6 4LF 
Allstars 2000 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST6 4LF 
Anfield Allstars 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST4 5HT 
Aps Rangers Ladies 1 Staffordshire County Womens League ST6 7LH 
Bell Ringer 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST2 
Bentilee Branch 1 ? ST2 0QN 
Bentilee Warriors 1 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST2 0QN 
Biddulph Victoria Colts 1 Cheadle & District Junior  ST3
Birches Bombers 1 North Staffs Youth League ST4 5JJ 
Birches Head Hotel 1 Coors Sunday League ST1 6ND 
Birches Head Juniors 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST2 8DD 
Birches Head Y.A.C. 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST2 8DD 
Bird in Hand 1 Coors Sunday League ST1
Bird in Hand S.F.C. 1 Coors Sunday League ST1 4DX 
Blurton Belters 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST3 3AZ 
Blurton Bluestars 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST3 3AZ 
Blurton Bombers 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST3 3AZ 
Blurton Bulldogs 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST3 3AZ 
Blurton Bullets 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST3 3AZ 
Blurton Diamonds 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST3 3AZ 
Blurton Lions 1 2 1 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST3 
Blurton Rangers 07 1 City Traders League ST4 4LF
Blurton Rangers Juniors 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST3 3AZ 
Blurton Strikers 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST3 3AZ 
Bourne United Ladies 1 West Midlands Regional Women's Football LeST3 4JS
Bradeley Bulldogs AFC 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST2 8AB 
Bradwell Belles Ladies 2 West Midlands Regional Women's Football LeST4 2LW 
Bradwell Bombers 1 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST6 4LF 
Bradwell Bombers 1 North Staffs Youth League ST6 4LF 
Bradwell Bombers 1 1 1 1 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST6 4LF 
Bucknall Bandits 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST2 0QN 
Bucknall Panthers 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST2 0QN 
Bucknall Spitfires 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST2 0QN 
Bucknall Youth U15's 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST2 0QN 
Burslem Red Lion 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST6 1BY 
Burslem W.M.C 1 City Traders League ST6 1BY 
Caverswall 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST2 
Caverswall Junior 2002 2 1 1 3 2 Potteries Junior Youth League ST3 6AU 
Cheadle United 2 Potteries & District Sunday League ST3Cheadle United 2 Potteries & District Sunday League ST3
City Valiants 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST6 4LF 
Cobridge Community Centre 1 Coors Sunday League ST1
Corner Pin Warriors 1 City Traders League ST3 5BT 
Cpr Warriors 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST4 5HT 
Cross Keys Northwood 1 Coors Sunday League ST1
Dresden Park Rangers 1 Coors Sunday League ST4 2LW 
Eaton Park 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST6 6HH 
FC Fenton 1 Cheadle & District Junior  ST4 4LF 
Fegg Hayes A.F.C. 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST6 
Fenton Rangers 1 Cheadle & District Junior  ST4 
Florence 2 Staffordshire County Senior League ST3 4JS 
Florence Youth 1 1 1 1 Cheadle & District Junior  ST3 4JS 
Florence Youth 1 1 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST3 4JS 
Florence Youth 1 County Minor Sunday Youth League ST3 4JS 
Foley 2 Staffordshire County Senior League ST3 6AU 
Foley Youth U15's 1 Cheadle & District Junior  ST3 6AU 
Gardeners Rest 1 Coors Sunday League ST3
Gardeners Retreat (Stoke) 1 Coors Sunday League ST1 4DX 
Goldenhill Wanderers 1 Staffordshire County Senior League ST6 
Grange Park Rangers 1 City Traders League ST1
Halfway House 1 City Traders League ST3 1DH
Hanley Town 2 Staffordshire County Senior League ST2 
Hanley Town 2 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST2 
Hanley Town Juniors 1 1 County Minor Sunday Youth League ST1
Hanley Town Juniors 1 Cheadle & District Junior  ST2
Hempstalls Harriers 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST4 
Holden Bridge 1 City Traders League ST4 2LW 
Horn & Trumpet 1 Coors Sunday League ST2 7HQ
Kidsgrove Celtic 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST6 4QE
Knave of Clubs 1 Coors Sunday League ST6 6PD
Longton Bulls 1 Mid Staffs Junior League ST3 7EL 
Longton Harriers 1 1 1 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST3 7EL 
Longton Harriers 1 County Minor Sunday Youth League ST3 7EL 
Longton Harriers 1 1 Cheadle & District Junior  ST3 7EL 
Longton Harriers 1 1 Potteries Sunday Junior Youth League ST3 7EL 
Longton Harriers (Adults) 1 Staffordshire County Senior League ST3 7EL 
Longton Lions 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST3 3AZ 
Longton Panthers 1 1 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST4 7LF
Longton Park Rangers 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST3 4QY
Longton Pool 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST2 9EH
Meir Heath 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST3 4QY
Meir K.A. 1 Midland Football Combination ST6 2DS
Middleport Sports & Social 1 Coors Sunday League ST6 2DS
Milton 1 Coors Sunday League ST2 7BW 
Milton Ajax 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Albion 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Allstars 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Athletic 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Dynamos 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Express 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST2 0QN 
Milton Lions 2007 1 Milton Youth League ST2 0QN 
Milton Madrid 2007 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Merlins 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Milan Youth 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Potters 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Predators 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Rangers Youth 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Rockets 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Scorpions 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Sharks 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Strikers 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Tigers 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST2 7AF
Milton United U18's 1 County Minor Sunday Youth League ST2 7BW 

http://full-time.thefa.com/gen/Index.do?league=7309116�
http://full-time.thefa.com/gen/Index.do?league=7309116�
http://full-time.thefa.com/gen/Index.do?league=2990257�
http://full-time.thefa.com/gen/Index.do?league=7309116�
http://full-time.thefa.com/gen/Index.do?league=7309116�
http://full-time.thefa.com/gen/Index.do?league=7309116�
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Milton Villa 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Milton Wanderers Youth 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Miners Arms (Milton) 1 Coors Sunday League ST2 7BW 
Mow Cop Athletic 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST4 4LF
New Black Bull Brindley Ford 1 Coors Sunday League ST6 6DX
New Finney Gardens 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST2 9EH
New Inn (Burslem) 1 City Traders League ST6 7JW 
Norfolk Inn Rangers 1 City Traders League ST1 4PB 
Normacot Crusaders 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST3 4QY
Northwood Hollybush 1 Coors Sunday League ST1 4DX 
Northwood Strikers 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST2 0QN 
Northwood Town 1 Staffordshire County Senior League ST1 6PA 
Norton 1 Staffordshire County Senior League ST6 8JD 
Norton Rangers 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7BW 
Norton United 1 North West Counties Football League ST6 8JD 
Norton United Youth 1 1 1 1 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST6 8JD 
Norton United Youth 1 County Minor Sunday Youth League ST6 8JD 
Norton United Youth 1 1 Cheadle & District Junior ST6 8JD 
Park Inn Potters 1 City Traders League ST4 7LF
Penkhull Cubs 1 1 1 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST4 5JJ 
Penkhull North End 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST4 5JJ 
Penkhull Yellows 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST4 5HT 
Port Vale 1 2 Football League ST6 1AW
Potters' Bar 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST3 7WL 
Potters Wheel Bradwell 1 City Traders League ST6 7LH 
Real Macot 1 Staffordshire County Senior League ST3 4QY
Real Milton 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7DW 
Red Lyons 1 North Staffs Youth League  ST4 7LF
Red Street 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST6 4LF
Red Street 1 1 North Staffs Youth League ST6 4LF
Regent 1 City Traders League ST4 4LF
Robin Hood Norton 1 Coors Sunday League ST6 8JD 
Royal Oak Rangers 1 Coors Sunday League ST3 3JD 
Sandford Hill All Stars 1 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST3 4QY
Sandford Hill All Stars 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST3 4QY
Sandyford Spitfires 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST6 4QE
Saracens Head 1 City Traders League ST3 7QG
Sea Lion 1 City Traders League ST3 1DH
Shamblers U18's 1 County Minor Sunday Youth League ST6 4LF
Signalman 1 ? ST3 5LH
Sir Robert Peel 1 Coors Sunday League ST4 7LF
Smallthorne Juniors 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST6 5QS
Social Services (Beehive) 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST4 7HU 
Spirit of '66 2 Potteries Junior Youth League ST4 5JU 
Sporting Milton 1 Milton Youth League Soccer Tournament ST2 7DW
Spring Cottage 2007 1 Coors Sunday League ST1 4DX 
Stafford College 1 West Midlands College Stafford
Stafford College Women 1 Stafford
Staffordshire University Men's (Stoke) 4 BUSA ST4 2DE
Staffordshire University Women's (Stoke) 1 BUSA ST4 2DE
Stallington 2 Staffordshire County Senior League ST6 6QL
Stoke Allstars 1 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST3 4TEStoke Allstars 1 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST3 4TE 
Stoke City Ability Counts 1 ? ST4 4EG
Stoke City Ability Counts Juniors 1 ST4 4EG
Stoke City FC 2 Football League ST4 4EG
Stoke City Girls Centre of Excellence 1 1 1 1 ? ST4 4EG
Stoke City Ladies 1 West Midlands Regional Women's Football LeST4 4EG
Stoke FDS 1 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST1 4DX 
Stoke Gateway 1 ? ST3 4NT  
Stoke Rams 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST4 7LF
Stoke Rangers Youth 1 City Traders League ST4 4EY
Stoke United 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST4 5HT 
Talke Eagles 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST7 1UR 
Talke Juniors 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST6 4QE
Tazmanian Devils 2006 1 Milton Youth League ST2 7DW
The Beverley 1 City Traders League ST4 3DL
The Cat Inn (PDSL) 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST6 6HH 
The Corner Cupboard Trentmill 1 Coors Sunday League ST1 4DX 
The Goose Inn 1 Coors Sunday League ST6 7AH 
The Moorland Inn 1 Coors Sunday League ST6 6DX
The Queens Head 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST6 3EL 
The Raven (Cobridge) 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST1 6PA 
The Rising Sun 1 City Traders League ST7 3JT
The Smithy Burslem 1 Coors Sunday League ST6 6HH 
Travellers Rest Vets 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST6 3QW
Trent Tavern Bucknall 1 Coors Sunday League ST1 4DX 
Trentham Northend 1 Coors Sunday League ST4 8PQ
Trentham Romans 1 Potteries & District Sunday League  ST4 5NT
Trentham Tigers 1 North Staffs Youth League ST3 3AZ 
Trentside Youth 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST4 4EU
Trubshaw Rovers 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST6 4LF
Tunstall Tavern 1 Coors Sunday League ST6 6HH 
Tunstall Town 1 Staffordshire County Senior League ST6 6HH 
Unity 1 Staffordshire County Senior League ST6 3DQ
Village Tavern 1 Coors Sunday League ST1 3ER 
Village Town Youth 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST3 5LH
Vodafone Stoke 1 Coors Sunday League ST6 7LH 
Weathervane 1 Uttoxeter & District Sunday League ST3 5BT 
Werrington Eagles 2000 1 North Staffs Youth League  ST1 4DX 
Westport Junior 1 Potteries Junior Youth League ST6 4LD
Westport Junior 1 1 1 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST6 4LD
Westport Warriors 1 North Staffs Junior Youth League ST6 4LF
Wheatsheaf Stores 1 City Traders League ST4 2LW 
White Horse Tunstall 1 Coors Sunday League ST1 4DX 
Wolstanton Wanderers 1 North Staffs Youth League ST5 0HU
Ye Olde Smithy 1 Coors Sunday League ST6 6QL
Totals 3 11 12 19 18 20 21 12 20 12 9 11 103
Girls 1 1 1 1 7
*Information taken from the FA team database, Stoke CC club database, previous PPS data and internet searches.

NB All teams 10 and under are mixed
Female teams are indicated in red

Mini 6-9 years 27
Junior boys 10-15 years (u11-u16) 103
Junior girls 10-15 years (u11-u16) 3
Adult 103

N.B.  The total number of teams identified from this list is lower than the number recorded by the FA.  The FA totals are:  81 mini, 130 junior, and 120 adult.  The Playing Pitch Strategy uses the FA 
dataset as the baseline for the assessment of TGR rates as should be more accurate. 

http://full-time.thefa.com/gen/Index.do?league=7309116�
http://full-time.thefa.com/gen/Index.do?league=7309116�
http://full-time.thefa.com/gen/Index.do?league=7309116�


Cricket League Postcode
Team name Adult Junior
Bagnall CC 1st XI 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST9 9JU
Bagnall CC 2nd XI 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST9 9JU
Bagnall CC U15 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST9 9JU
Barlaston CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST12 9AQ
Barlaston CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST12 9AQ
Barlaston CC 3rd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST12 9AQ
Barlaston CC U13 3 South Moorlands JCL ST12 9AQ
Barlaston CC U15 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST12 9AQ
Barlaston CC U11 1 South Moorlands JCL ST12 9AQ
Blythe CC 1st XI 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST11 9RE
Blythe CC 2nd XI 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST11 9RE
Blythe CC 3rd XI 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST11 9RE
Blythe CC U17 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST11 9RE
Blythe CC U15 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST11 9RE
Blythe CC U13 1 South Moorlands JCL ST11 9RE
Blythe CC U11 1 South Moorlands JCL ST11 9RE
Burslem CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST1 1JP
Burslem CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST1 1JP
Caverswall CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST3  6PJ
Caverswall CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST3 6PJ
Caverswall CC U15 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST3 6PJ
Caverswall CC U17 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST3 6PJ
Fenton CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST4 4JG
Fenton CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST4 4JG
Fenton CC 3rd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST4 4JG
Fenton CC 4th 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST4 4JG
Fenton CC U17 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST4 4JG
Endon CC 1st XV 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST9 9LH
Endon CC 2nd XV 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST9 9LH
Endon CC Sunday XV 1 ST9 9LH
Endon CC U17 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST9 9LH

Number of teams

Endon CC U17 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST9 9LH
Endon CC U11 1 South Moorlands JCL ST9 9LH
Endon CC U9 1 South Moorlands JCL ST9 9LH
Hanford CC 1st 1 North Staffs and District ST4 4QB
Hanford CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and District ST4 4QB
Hanford CC U11 1 ST4 4QB
Hanford CC U13 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST4 4QB
Hanford CC U15 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST4 4QB
Hanford CC U17 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST4 4QB
Hanford Friendly XI 1 ST4 4QB
Hem Heath 1st XI 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST4 4TN
Hem Heath 2nd XI 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST4 4TN
Hem Heath Sat 3rd Team 1 Stone and District ST4 4TN
Hem Heath Sunday XI 1 Stone and District ST4 4TN
Hem Heath U11 1 South Moorlands JCL ST4 4TN
Kidsgrove CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST7 1AW
Kidsgrove CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST7 1AW
Kidsgrove CC 3rd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST7 1AW
Kidsgrove CC U11 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST7 1AW
Kidsgrove CC U13 3 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST7 1AW
Kidsgrove CC U15 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST7 1AW
Kidsgrove CC U17 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST7 1AW
Knypersley CC 1st XI 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST8 7AQ
Knypersley CC 2nd XI 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST8 7AQ
Knypersley CC 3rd XI 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST8 7AQ
Knypersley CC Sunday XI 1 Stone and District ST8 7AQ
Knypersley CC U17 2 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST8 7AQ
Knypersley CC U15 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST8 7AQ
Knypersley CC U13 3 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST8 7AQ
Knypersley CC U11 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST8 7AQ
Knypersley CC U9 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST8 7AQ
Longton CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST3 3BL
Longton CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST3 3BL
Longton CC 3rd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST3 3BL
Longton CC 4th 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST3 3BL
Longton CC U13 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST3 3BL
J G Meakins CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST1 3LN
J G Meakins CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST1 3LN
J G Meakins CC U15 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST1 3LN
Meir Heath CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST3 7NA
Meir Heath CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST3 7NA



Meir Heath CC 3rd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST3 7NA
Meir Heath CC 4th 1 ST3 7NA
Meir Heath CC U11 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST3 7NA
Meir Heath CC U13 1 South Moorlands Junior Cricket League ST3 7NA
Meir Heath CC U17 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST3 7NA
Meir Heath Womens 1st XI 1 Women's Midlands League ST3 7NA
Meir Heath Womens 2nd XI 1 ST3 7NA
Norton CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST6 1QF
Norton CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST6 1QF
Norton CC U13 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST6 1QF
Sandyford CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST6 5LA
Sandyford CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST6 5LA
Sandyford CC U11 1 ST6 5LA
Sandyford CC U13 2 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST6 5LA
Sandyford CC U15 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST6 5LA
Sandyford CC U17 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST6 5LA
Sneyd CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST6 2NS 
Sneyd CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST6 2NS 
Sneyd CC U15 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST6 2NS 
Sneyd CC U17 1 Kidsgrove and District Junior Cricket League ST6 2NS 
Stanfields CC 1st 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST11 9JS
Stanfields CC 2nd 1 North Staffs and South Chesire ST11 9JS
Staffordshire University Mens (Stoke) 4 BUSA ST4 2DE
Staffordshire University Womens (Stoke) 1 BUSA ST4 2DE

55 48
Women 3 0



Rugby League Postcode
Team name Adult Junior
Stoke RUFC 1st XV 1 Midland League West (north) ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC 2nd XV 1 Midland League West (north) ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC 3rd XV 1 Midland League West (north) ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC U7 1 ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC U8 1 ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC U9 1 ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC U10 1 ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC U11 1 ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC U12 1 ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC U13 1 ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC U14 1 ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC U15 1 ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC U16 1 ST15 8TL
Stoke RUFC U17 1 ST15 8TL
Trentham RUFC 1st XV 1 Midland League West (north) ST4 8HF
Trentham RUFC 2nd XV 1 Midland League West (north) ST4 8HF
Trentham RUFC Colts 1 ST4 8HF
Trentham RUFC Stags 1 ST4 8HF
Longton RUFC 1st XV 1 Midland League West (north) ST11 9EG
Longton RUFC 2nd XV 1 Midland League West (north) ST11 9EG
Longton RUFC 3rd XV 1 Midland League West (north) ST11 9EG
Longton RUFC Vets 1 ST11 9EG
Longton RUFC U13 1 ST11 9EG
Longton RUFC U15 1 ST11 9EG
Longton RUFC Ladies 1 Midland 2 League ST11 9EG
Hanford RUFC 1st XV 1 Midland League West (north) ST4 8NJ

Number of teams

Hanford RUFC 1st XV 1 Midland League West (north) ST4 8NJ 
Hanford RUFC 2nd XV 1 Midland League West (north) ST4 8NJ 
Staffordshire University Mens (Stoke) 2 BUSA ST18 0AD

13 15
Women 1
Mini 6
Junior boys 9



Hockey League Postcode
Team name Adult Junior
Barlaston Hockey Club 1st XI 1 West Midlands 2, 1st Team League ST12 9DG 
Barlaston Hockey Club 2nd XI 1 West Midlands 2, 2nd Team League ST12 9DG 
Barlaston Hockey Club 3rd XI 1 ST12 9DG 
Barlaston Hockey Club Vets XI 1 ST12 9DG 
Barlaston Hockey Club Badgers 1 ST12 9DG 
Leek Hockey Club 1st XI 1 Mens National North ST13 8LD
Leek Hockey Club 2nd XI 1 Midlands Premier 2nd Team League ST13 8LD
Leek Hockey Club 3rd XI 1 Midlands Premier 3rd Team League ST13 8LD
Leek Hockey Club 4th XI 1 Central League Midlands Premier ST13 8LD
Leek Hockey Club 5th XI 1 Central League Midlands Premier ST13 8LD
Leek Hockey Club 6th XI 1 Central League North West 1 ST13 8LD
Leek Hockey Club Vets XI 1 ST13 8LD
Leek Hockey Club U11 1 ST13 8LD
Leek Hockey Club U13 1 ST13 8LD
Leek Hockey Club U15 1 ST13 8LD
Leek Hockey Club U18 1 ST13 8LD
Leek Ladies Hockey Club 1st XI 1 Staffordshire Womens Hockey League ST13 8LD
Leek Ladies Hockey Club 2nd XI 1 Staffordshire Womens Hockey League ST13 8LD
Leek Ladies Hockey Club 3rd XI 1 Staffordshire Womens Hockey League ST13 8LD
Leek Ladies Hockey Club U15 1 ST13 8LD
Leek Ladies Hockey Club U18 1 ST13 8LD
Staffordshire University Mens (Stoke) 2 BUSA ST4 2DE
Staffordshire University Womens (Stoke) 2 BUSA ST4 2DE

18 7

NB Leek Hockey Club now play at Leek High School in Staffs Moorlands

Number of teams
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FOOTBALL KEYFACTS - Stoke-on-Trent 

The findings of this report are based on data collected through the annual Football 
Association (FA) and County FA’s (CFAs) affiliation process and stored in the County 
Administration System (CAS).  

Since the production of the Season 06/07 Local Area Data Reports, significant effort has 
been put into improving data from the Country Administration System (CAS). In some 
instances, this has resulted in changes to the 06/07 totals compared to how they appeared 
in the last version of the report.  

Whilst the data provided is robust it is not claimed to be 100% accurate. There are a 
number of reasons why some errors will exist and it is critical that errors are reported back 
to The FA and/or CFAs so we can continually improve the quality of the information 
available. Please report any errors or omissions to either your local County FA or 
Data@TheFA.com.  

Each year, the County Football Associations and The Football Association will work hard to 
improve methods for capturing data. As a result, in some circumstances, there may appear 
to be shifts in participation which are directly due to refined/improved data entry rather than 
actual growth or decline. Please ensure that in assessing trends, you take advice from the 
respective County FA. 

Demographics 

• Stoke-on-Trent has a population of  240,636(Census 2001). 

• 5.2% of the population come from Ethnic Minority communities. 

• 15.8% of the adult population (16+) participate in physical activity three times per 
week for 30 minutes as compared to a national average of 21.3% (Sport England 
Active People Survey). 

Clubs and Teams 

• Stoke-on-Trent has a total of 626 teams.  

• Of the 626 teams operating in Stoke-on-Trent, 120 (19.2%) are adult teams, 130 
(20.8%) are youth teams and 81 (12.9%) are Mini-Soccer teams and 295 
(47.1%) are small sided. 

The following table and graph show football participation rates in the authority compared to 
Regional and National rates. These are calculated by comparing the number of persons 
playing football to the relevant population. 

We estimate the number of individuals playing football by multiplying the number of teams 
by the average number of players involved in the different forms of football. We assume 15 
players are involved in an 11 a side squad, 10 players in a mini soccer team squad and 8 in 
a small-sided team squad. 

mailto:Data@TheFA.com
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These numbers are then expressed as a proportion of the relevant population. This creates a 
percentage of the population at each age group involved in playing football, called a 
‘conversion rate’. We can then compare these conversion rates to Regional and National 
averages.  

Figure 1: Conversion rate trends for Stoke-on-Trent 06/07 and 07/08 
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Participation data is based on: 

• 15 players in an 11-a-side team, 10 in a mini-soccer team and 8 in a small sided team 

• Adult= 17-44 years, Youth = 11-16 years, Mini = 7-10 years, Small sided = 17-44yrs. 

 

• 53 Youth and Mini-soccer teams of the 211 total (25.1%) play in a club that has 
achieved a Charter Standard Award as compared to a national average of 46.8%. 

• The number of teams has decreased by 47 teams in Stoke-on-Trent from season 
06/07 to season 07/08.  
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County Administration System (CAS) data  

Data from CAS show that there are 626 football teams with a playing base in Stoke-on-Trent 
during season 07/08.  
 
Table 1: Teams, players and conversion rates for Stoke-on-Trent, West Midlands and 
England  

Stoke-on-Trent 

Adult 
11-a-side 

Youth  
11-a-side 

Mini-
Soccer 

Adult  
Small-sided 

Youth  
Small-sided 

All 
Forms 

 

Male Female Male Female Mixed Male Female Male Female Total 

No of  
Teams 
07/08 

115  5 129 1 81 270 0 24 1 626 

No of  
Teams 
06/07 

120 6 141 1 74 331 0 0 0 673 

Variance -4.2% -16.7% -8.5% 0.0% 9.5% -18.4% 0.0% 100.0% 100.0% -7.0% 

No of 
Players 
07/08 

1725 75 1935 15 810 2160 0 192 8 6920 

No of 
Players 
06/07 

1800 90 2115 15 740 2648 0 0 0 7408 

Conversion 
Rate 07/08 

3.6% 0.2% 19.6% 0.2% 6.8% 4.5% 0.0% 1.9% 0.1% 5.4% 

Conversion 
Rate 06/07 

3.8% 0.2% 21.5% 0.2% 6.2% 5.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 5.8% 

Variance -0.2% 0.0% -1.8% 0.0% 0.6% -1.0% 0.0% 1.9% 0.1% -0.4% 

West Midlands 

West 
Midlands 
Conversion 
Rate 07/08 

4.3% 0.2% 22.9% 2.8% 8.8% 1.2% 0.0% 0.1% 0.1% 5.1% 

West 
Midlands 
Conversion 
Rate 06/07 

4.5% 0.2% 22.2% 2.7% 8.3% 0.8% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 4.9% 

Variance -0.2% 0.0% 0.7% 0.1% 0.5% 0.4% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.2% 

ENGLAND 

England 
Conversion 
07/08 

5.3% 0.2% 23.9% 2.3% 8.7% 2.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.3% 5.8% 

England 
Conversion 
06/07 

5.2% 0.2% 22.6% 2.2% 8.1% 2.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.2% 5.5% 

Variance 0.1% 0.0% 1.3% 0.1% 0.6% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.2% 

Notes:  

• All conversion rate figures in this table are subject to rounding, so whilst the seasonal figures in the table may not 
imply a change, the variance may indicate a drop or increase as the raw season figures will differ. 

• Due to data corrections, the 06/07 figures as they appear in this table have been updated since the release of the 
Local Area Data Report for Season 06/07. The figures provided here represent the accepted and current version of 
the data. 

mailto:Data@TheFA.com
mailto:Data@TheFA.com
mailto:Data@TheFA.com
mailto:Data@TheFA.com
mailto:Data@TheFA.com
mailto:Data@TheFA.com
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Figure 2: Conversion rates for Stoke-on-Trent 
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Participation data is based on: 

• 15 players in an 11-a-side team, 10 in a mini-soccer team and 8 in a small sided team 

• Adult= 17-44 years, Youth = 11-16 years, Mini = 7-10 years, Small sided = 17-44yrs. 
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CLUBS 

Stoke-on-Trent Clubs 

 In Stoke-on-Trent the club to team ratio is 1:1.4 (i.e each club runs on average 1.4 
teams). This compares to a national ratio of 1:2.4 and a regional ratio of 1:2.1. 

 77 of the youth clubs in Stoke-on-Trent just run youth 11-a-side teams and do not 
have mini-soccer teams. 

 There is one club fielding both youth and adult teams.  

 43.8% of clubs in Stoke-on-Trent have adult teams, compared to national and regional 
averages of 67.4% and 63.0% respectively. 

 91.4% of adult-only clubs in Stoke-on-Trent have only one team. 

Table 2 shows Stoke-on-Trent based clubs with numbers of associated teams for each form 
of football during season 06/07 and season 07/08. Finally, it shows the status of clubs that 
have been awarded The FA Charter Standard award and the level of that award. 

Where there are 0 teams shown in all the number columns, the status will reflect the reason 
for this. A status of ‘DE’ shows that a club does not exist in that season and a status of ‘SS’ 
shows that the club has only small-sided teams for that season. The clubs listed do not 
include counts of small-sided teams due to the different ways that small-sided teams 
affiliate.  

The ‘BC Link’, ‘DC Link’ and ‘CC Link’ labels which may appear in the Charter Standard 
column indicate linked Basic, Development and Community level Charter Standard clubs.  

Table 2: Summary of football clubs in Stoke-on-Trent 

  06/07 Teams 07/08 Teams  

Club Name Club 
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A.F.C. Hanley Town 
2007 212255 DE 0 0 0 0  0 1 1 2  

A.F.C. Milton 75642  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Abbey Hulton United 73152  3 0 0 3  2 0 0 2 Charter 

Abbey Hulton United 
Juniors 141309  0 0 1 1  0 1 2 3 BCLink 

Abbey Hulton United 
Youth 74802  0 1 0 1  0 2 0 2 BCLink 

Abbey Warriors 75635  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Adderley Green 73154  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  
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  06/07 Teams 07/08 Teams  

Club Name Club 
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AFC Blurton 75966  0 1 0 1  1 0 0 1 Charter 

AFC Brown Edge 74126  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

AFC Eagles 76093  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Aldridge Athletic 113606  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Allstar 76082  0 0 1 1  0 1 0 1  

Allstars 2000 76060  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Ancient Briton F.C. 73204  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Anfield Allstars 76097  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Aps Rangers Ladies 74606  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Arena F.C. 128491  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Baddeley Green 
Rangers 114691  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Ball Green Y&A 142087  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Bell Ringer 73174  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Bentilee Allstars F.C. 76168  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Bentilee Branch 76195  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Bentilee Warriors 208153 DE 0 0 0 0  0 1 1 2  

Biddulph Victoria Colts 75297  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Birches Bombers 75222  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Birches Head Hotel 75827  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Birches Head Juniors 127865  0 0 1 1  0 1 0 1  

Birches Head Y.A.C. 73272  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Bird in Hand 140971  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Bird in Hand S.F.C. 210608 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

Blurton Bandits F.C. 76104  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Blurton Belters 150359  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Blurton Bluestars 76113  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Blurton Bombers 127468  0 0 1 1  0 1 0 1  

Blurton Bulldogs 149091  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Blurton Bullets 211998 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Blurton Colts F.C. 127712  0 0 1 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Blurton Diamonds 116437  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Blurton Lions 74863 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Blurton Rangers 07 210234 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  
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  06/07 Teams 07/08 Teams  
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Blurton Rangers 
Juniors 128799  0 0 1 1  0 1 0 1  

Blurton Spurs F.C. 150191  0 0 1 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Blurton Strikers 76192  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Blythe Bridge Junior 73916 DE 0 0 0 0  0 1 0 1 Devel. 

Boughey Arms 142935  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Bourne United Ladies 115033  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Bradeley Bulldogs AFC 149796  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Bradwell Belles Ladies 76161  2 0 0 2  2 0 0 2 BCLink 

Bradwell Bombers 75623  0 3 3 6  0 2 3 5 Charter 

Bucknall Bandits 76165  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Bucknall Cannons F.C. 76084  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Bucknall Panthers 76122  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Bucknall Spitfires 76108  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Bucknall Youth F.C. 76094  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Bucknall Youth U15's 76101  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Burslem Red Lion 147379  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Burslem W.M.C 209156 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

Caverswall Junior 2002 73539  0 7 2 9  0 5 4 9  

Chell Heath Knave 76174  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Chesterton A.F.C 73221  2 0 0 2  2 0 0 2 Charter 

Chesterton A.F.C. 
Juniors 210425 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 2 2  

City Valiants 146915  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

City Valiants 2006  F.C. 147764  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Cobridge Community 
Centre 73277  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1 Charter 

Congleton Vale 73228  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Corner Pin Warriors 149751  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Cpr Warriors 76193  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Dresden Park Rangers 73238  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Eaton Park 73306  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

FC Fenton 76050  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Fegg Hayes A.F.C. 76048  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Fegg Hayes V.P.R. F.C. 73249  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  
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Fenton Rangers 75244  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Florence 73880  1 0 0 1  2 0 0 2 Devel. 

Florence Youth 75615  0 4 3 7  0 5 3 8 DCLink 

Foley 73254  2 0 0 2  2 0 0 2 Charter 

Foley Youth U15's 210769 DE 0 0 0 0  0 1 0 1  

Forest Park Juniors 141354  0 1 2 3  0 2 1 3  

Gardeners Rest 75762  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Gardeners Retreat 
(Stoke) 74915  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Goldenhill Juniors 116213  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Goldenhill W.M.C. 73305  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Goldenhill W.M.C. 
Reserves F.C. 147034  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Goldenhill Wanderers 73266  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Goldenhill Wanderers 
Juniors F.C. 75276  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Grange Park Rangers 73696  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1 Charter 

Grapes Newchapel 74325  0 1 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Green Star United 209868 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

Halfway House 149206  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Hanley Benefits Agency 
F.C. 73953  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Hanley Town 73278  4 0 0 4  4 0 0 4  

Hanley Town Juniors 75266  0 7 2 9  0 3 0 3  

Hartshill Red Lion F.C. 75111  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Hazelhurst Chell F.C. 73218  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Hillberry F.C. 73292  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Holden Bridge 73155  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Horn & Trumpet 74020  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

JJ's Bar Roebuck 
Burslem F.C. 150073  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Kidsgrove Albion 150370  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Kidsgrove Allstars 127652  0 0 1 1  0 1 0 1  

Kidsgrove Athletic 
Youth 115401  0 5 0 5  0 4 0 4  

Kidsgrove Celtic 143825  0 0 2 2  0 0 1 1  
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Kidsgrove CRFC 74412  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Kidsgrove Elite 208877 DE 0 0 0 0  0 1 0 1  

Kidsgrove Gunners 143550  0 0 1 1  0 1 0 1  

Kidsgrove Knights 76138  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Kidsgrove Owls 76149  0 1 1 2  0 0 1 1  

Kidsgrove Rangers F.C. 76146  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Kidsgrove Town 
Juniors 128794  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Knave of Clubs 74036  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Lambourne 115749  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Longton Bulls 144313  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1 Charter 

Longton Harriers 73882  0 4 4 8  0 5 4 9 Devel. 

Longton Lions 76173  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Longton Panthers 76091  0 1 2 3  0 1 2 3  

Longton Park Rangers 210680 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Longton Pool 74626  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Longton Raiders F.C. 75753  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Marsh Town 206923 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Meir Heath 73332  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Meir Heath C.C. F.C. 148062  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Meir Veterans F.C. 143817  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Middleport Sports & 
Social 210349 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

Milton 73621  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Milton Ajax 75632  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1 Charter 

Milton Albion 74316  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Allstars 75633  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Athletic 75629  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Bombers 209087 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Milton Brazil 209030 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Milton Bulldogs 99 F.C. 75644  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Milton Cavaliers 143676  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Milton Colts 143727  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1 Charter 

Milton Comets 123566  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1 Charter 
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Milton Dragons 143668  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Milton Dynamos 75639  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Express 75636  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Falcons 76117  0 0 1 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Jets F.C. 149563  0 0 1 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Milton Leopards 75793  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Lions 2007 212130 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Milton Lions F.C. 75638  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Milton Madrid 2007 208717 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Milton Mayhem 143678  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1 Charter 

Milton Merlins 75641  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Milan Youth 75627  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1 Charter 

Milton Panthers 210612 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Milton Potters 208232 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Milton Predators 75648  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Pythons 123564  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Milton Raiders 123562  0 0 1 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Rangers F.C. 73509  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Milton Rangers Youth 75634  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Rockets 75640  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Santos 210623 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Milton Scorpions 75637  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Sharks 75631  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Strikers 75787  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Tigers 76119  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1 Charter 

Milton Tigers Girls 210022 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 2 2 BCLink 

Milton Tornadoes 75795  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton United A.F.C. 75652  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Milton United F.C. 75669  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Milton United U18's 142032  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton United Y.C. 75630  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Villa 143671  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Milton Wanderers F.C. 73739  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  
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Milton Wanderers 
Youth 75647  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Milton Wasps 76118  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Miners Arms (Milton) 73338  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Moorside F.C. 73508  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Motor Clinic F.C. 74060  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Mow Cop Athletic 73344  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

New Black Bull Brindley 
Ford 74731  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

New Finney Gardens 73573  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

New Inn (Burslem) 73324  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Norfolk Inn Rangers 210286 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

Normacot Crusaders 128014  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Northwood Hollybush 73451  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Northwood Inn F.C. 73295  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Northwood Strikers 111594  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Northwood Town 73424  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Norton 76059  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Norton Junior F.C. 75051  0 3 4 7 DE 0 0 0 0  

Norton Rangers 75643  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Norton United 73354  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Norton United Youth 123738  0 2 0 2  0 7 1 8  

Oaktree 2007 76076  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Oxford Arms 
Wolstanton F.C. 74589  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Park Inn Potters 75056  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Penkhull Cubs 75979  0 3 3 6  0 3 1 4  

Penkhull North End 207735 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Penkhull Yellows 208199 DE 0 0 0 0  0 1 0 1  

Players of Stone 
Victoria 148462 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Pool Dole Inn 75985  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Port Vale 73376  1 1 0 2  2 1 0 3  

Port Vale L.F.C 76047  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Potters Wheel Bradwell 123605  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  
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Priory 141014  0 0 1 1  0 0 2 2  

Real Macot 76035  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1 Charter 

Real Milton 149561  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Red House F.C. 114548  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Red Lyons 76103  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Red Street 75663  0 5 2 7  0 7 3 10 Charter 

Regent 74607  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Robin Hood Norton 128172  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Robin Hood Rookery 75986  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Rookey United 210755 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Royal Oak Rangers 75090  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Sandford Hill All Stars 150526 DE 0 0 0 0  0 1 2 3  

Sandyford Spitfires 139937  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Saracens Head 210463 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

Screwfix AFC 142521  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Sea Lion 141116  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

SG Strikers 210610 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1  

Shamblers Youth F.C. 144130  0 2 1 3 DE 0 0 0 0  

Shotsfield Valiants 141580  0 0 1 1  0 1 0 1  

Shotsfields Rangers 75655  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Signalman 74819  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Silverdale Athletic 73400  2 0 0 2  2 0 0 2  

Sir Robert Peel 73303  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Smallthorne Juniors 149865  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Sneyd Green Juniors 
F.C. 144121  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Sneyd Strikers F.C. 75649  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Social Services 
(Beehive) 73403  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Spirit of '66 127422  0 1 1 2  0 0 2 2 Charter 

Spitfires 148021  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Sporting Milton 149862  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Spring Cottage 2007 73704  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Staffordshire Terriers 143933  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  
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Staffordshire University 
Men's (Stoke) 73408  4 0 0 4  4 0 0 4  

Staffordshire University 
Women's (Stoke) 73786  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Stoke Arrows F.C. 76109  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Stoke City Ability 
Counts 144972 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1 Charter 

Stoke City Ability 
Counts Juniors 151084 DE 0 0 0 0  0 0 1 1 BCLink 

Stoke City FC 73642  2 0 0 2  2 0 0 2  

Stoke City Girls Centre 
of Excellence 142544  0 1 2 3  0 1 2 3 Charter 

Stoke FDS 210333 DE 0 0 0 0  0 1 1 2  

Stoke Gateway 144878  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Stoke Leopards 133859  0 1 0 1  0 1 1 2  

Stoke Rams 75234  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Stoke Rangers Youth 140147  0 1 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Stoke Speedway 
Predators F.C. 76100  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Stoke Thunder F.C. 76111  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Stoke United 76009  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Stone Pillar Youth F.C. 127662  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Talke Eagles 74354  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Talke Juniors 76079  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Tazmanian Devils 2006 149562  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Team Dynamite F.C. 149850  0 0 1 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

The Berwick 76012  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

The Beverley 73879  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

The Canal Tavern 141841  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

The Cat Inn (PDSL) 140603  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

The Corner Cupboard 
Trentmill 74955  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

The Cornerstone F.C. 74723  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

The Goose Inn 76032  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

The Kings Head 
Smallthorne F.C. 106658  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  
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The Moorland Inn 208765 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

The Newtown 208266 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

The Patriots 75650  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

The Queens Head 148893  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

The Rappers F.C. 140929  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

The Raven (Cobridge) 73660  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

The Rising Sun 74666  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

The Smithy Burslem 73203  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

The Three Tuns 
Gomsmill F.C. 73810  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Three Tuns F.C. 73387  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Townsend Sharks F.C. 114976  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Travellers Rest Vets 208045 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

Trent Rangers F.C. 148546  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Trent Tavern Bucknall 123609  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Trent Tavern F.C. 73241  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Trentham Northend 75460  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Trentham Romans 73432  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Trentham Tigers 76164  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Trentside United F.C. 141231  0 0 1 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Trentside Youth 207145 DE 0 0 0 0  0 1 0 1  

Trubshaw Rovers 76078  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Tunstall Reform Club 
F.C. 73326  1 0 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Tunstall Tavern 73482 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

Unity 210298 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

Vikings 128255  0 0 1 1  0 0 1 1  

Village Tavern 73454  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Village Town Youth 76085  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Vodafone Stoke 146100  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Weathervane 114979  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Werrington Eagles 
2000 76156  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Westpoint F.C. 75214  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Westpoint FC 110195  0 0 1 1  0 1 0 1  
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Westport Junior 75115  0 3 2 5  0 3 2 5  

Westport Warriors 76081  0 1 0 1  0 1 0 1  

Wheatsheaf Stores 73178  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

White Horse Tunstall 73473  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Whitehill Rangers F.C. 76141  0 1 0 1 DE 0 0 0 0  

Wolstanton United & 
Oxford Arms 208579 DE 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1  

Woodshutts 74256  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Ye Olde Smithy 75750  1 0 0 1  1 0 0 1  

Totals   126 142 74 342  120 130 81 331  

Notes:  

• The ‘BC Link’, ‘DC Link’ and ‘CC Link’ labels which may appear in the Charter Standard column indicate linked Basic, 
Development and Community level Charter Standard clubs.  

Charter Standard  

Of the 242 clubs in Stoke-on-Trent, 22 have achieved Charter Standard. The level of status 
obtained by these clubs is outlined in table 3.  

Table 3: Clubs with Charter Standard in Stoke-on-Trent 

Stoke-on-Trent England 

Status Number Percentage  Number Percentage 

Community Club 0 0.0% 339  1.0% 

Development Club  3 1.2% 355  1.0% 

Basic Charter Standard  19 7.9% 2524 7.1% 

Total 22 9.1% 3218 9.1% 

In terms of teams, 25.1% of youth and mini-soccer teams play within a club of Charter 
Standard status. This compares to a national average of 46.8% with a National Game 
Strategy target of 75% of youth and mini-soccer teams playing within a Charter Standard 
Club by 2012. 

Club Ground Locations 

The following map indicates those clubs with six or more teams and each team’s ground 
location. It also shows the location of the secondary schools in Stoke-on-Trent. It may be 
that some clubs that have 6 or more teams are not mapped particularly where the team 
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does not have a regular dedicated ground or where there is insufficient information to locate 
the team’s ground. Also where two or more clubs play at the same ground only one will 
show up on the map as the points for all will be placed precisely on top of one another. 

Figure 3: Location of clubs and secondary schools. 

 

Table 4: Secondary Schools in Stoke-on-Trent 

No School No School 

1 Berry Hill High School and Sports College 12 Regent College 

2 Birches Head High School 13 Sandon High School 

3 Blurton High School 14 St Joseph's College 

4 Brownhills Maths and Computing College 15 St Margaret Ward Catholic School and Arts 
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No School No School 

College 

5 City of Stoke-on-Trent Sixth Form College 16 St Peter's CofE (A) High School and International 
Language College 

6 Edensor Technology College 17 St Thomas More Catholic College 

7 Haywood High School and Engineering 
College 

18 Stoke-on-Trent College 

8 Holden Lane High School Specialist Sports 
College 

19 Strathmore College 

9 James Brindley High School 20 Thistley Hough High School 

10 Longton High School 21 Trentham High School 

11 Mitchell High School   
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TEAMS 

Stoke-on-Trent Teams 

 There is a total of 331 teams playing competitive football in Stoke-on-Trent excluding 
small-sided teams.  

 According to the CAS data, there are 6 female teams playing in Stoke-on-Trent. This is 
1.8% of the total number of teams.  

 The peak youth age is U10, with 28 teams playing at this level.  

Table 5 shows the number of Stoke-on-Trent based teams for each form of football.  

Table 5: Number of teams at each age group 

Age Group  Total No. of 
Teams 

No. of Mixed 
Teams 

No. of Male  
Teams 

No. of Female 
Teams 

U7 4 4 0 0 

U8 19 19 0 0 

U9 15 15 0 0 

U10 28 28 0 0 

U11 23 11 12 0 

U12 26 3 23 0 

U13 24 0 24 0 

U14 14 0 14 0 

U15 22 0 22 0 

U16 14 1 12 1 

U17 11 0 11 0 

U18 11 0 11 0 

Open Aged 117 0 112 5 

Veterans 3 0 3 0 

Totals 331 81 244 6 

 

The following figure plots the change in the percentage of youth teams across age groups in 
Stoke-on-Trent and highlights a peak number of teams in the U10 age group. Where there 
is no line on the graph for ‘Teams within LA %’, there are no youth teams playing in the 
Local Authority. The national percentages for each age group are also included for 
comparison. 
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Figure 4: Youth teams as a proportion of total teams in Stoke-on-Trent 
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LEAGUES 

Leagues with Stoke-on-Trent Teams 

There are 55 leagues containing teams from Stoke-on-Trent (see table 6). 

 In total 13 of these leagues are adult leagues. 

 There are 17 teams in Stoke-on-Trent that have not been assigned to a league. Where 
teams have not been assigned to a league, this data could potentially be highlighting 
teams playing in 'friendlies' only or it could be highlighting data missing from CAS. 

Table 6 summarises the main coverage of football in Stoke-on-Trent, in respect of the age 
ranges of teams, numbers of teams and leagues in which they participate.  

Table 6: League structures in Stoke-on-Trent 

League Age Group No. of 
Teams in League

No. of  
Stoke-on-Trent 

Teams in League 

% of Teams in 
League Playing 

in Stoke-on-
Trent 

BUSA Competition Open Aged 227 4 1.8 

BUSA Women's Competition Open Aged 33 1 3.0 

Cheadle & District Junior U12 7 1 14.3 

Cheadle & District Junior U14 7 1 14.3 

Cheadle & District Junior U15 11 5 45.5 

Cheadle & District Junior U16 15 4 26.7 

City Traders League Open Aged 29 22 75.9 

Coors Sunday League Open Aged 58 42 72.4 

County Minor Sunday Youth 
League U17 8 1 12.5 

County Minor Sunday Youth 
League U18 18 8 44.4 

Football League Open Aged 84 2 2.4 

Mid Staffs Junior League U9 16 1 6.3 

Milton Youth League U8 10 10 100.0 

Milton Youth League U10 9 9 100.0 

Milton Youth League U11 3 3 100.0 

Milton Youth League U12 4 4 100.0 

Milton Youth League U13 7 7 100.0 

Milton Youth League U14 2 2 100.0 

Milton Youth League U15 6 6 100.0 

Milton Youth League U16 1 1 100.0 
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League Age Group No. of 
Teams in League

No. of  
Stoke-on-Trent 

Teams in League 

% of Teams in 
League Playing 

in Stoke-on-
Trent 

Milton Youth League Soccer 
Tournament U10 1 1 100.0 

North Staffs Junior Youth 
League U7 6 3 50.0 

North Staffs Junior Youth 
League U8 13 7 53.8 

North Staffs Junior Youth 
League U9 17 8 47.1 

North Staffs Junior Youth 
League U10 16 10 62.5 

North Staffs Junior Youth 
League U11 16 11 68.8 

North Staffs Junior Youth 
League U12 12 7 58.3 

North Staffs Junior Youth 
League U13 15 11 73.3 

North Staffs Junior Youth 
League U14 15 9 60.0 

North Staffs Junior Youth 
League U15 11 7 63.6 

North Staffs Junior Youth 
League U16 2 2 100.0 

North Staffs Junior Youth 
League U17 1 1 100.0 

North Staffs Youth League U16 8 3 37.5 

North Staffs Youth League U17 10 7 70.0 

North West Counties 
Football League Open Aged 63 1 1.6 

Potteries & District Sunday 
League Open Aged 39 18 46.2 

Potteries & District Sunday 
League Veterans 6 3 50.0 

Potteries Junior Youth 
League U8 11 2 18.2 

Potteries Junior Youth 
League U9 13 5 38.5 

Potteries Junior Youth 
League U10 18 6 33.3 

Potteries Junior Youth 
League U11 20 9 45.0 

Potteries Junior Youth 
League U12 21 12 57.1 



Stoke-on-Trent  

 

April 2008   22  

 

League Age Group No. of 
Teams in League

No. of  
Stoke-on-Trent 

Teams in League 

% of Teams in 
League Playing 

in Stoke-on-
Trent 

Potteries Junior Youth 
League U13 21 6 28.6 

Potteries Junior Youth 
League U14 7 1 14.3 

Potteries Junior Youth 
League U15 10 2 20.0 

Potteries Junior Youth 
League U16 2 1 50.0 

Potteries Junior Youth 
League U17 4 2 50.0 

Potteries Junior Youth 
League U18 2 2 100.0 

Potteries Sunday Junior 
Youth League U9 1 1 100.0 

Potteries Sunday Junior 
Youth League U11 2 1 50.0 

Staffordshire County Senior 
League Open Aged 49 17 34.7 

Staffordshire County 
Womens League Open Aged 16 2 12.5 

Sutton & District Sunday 
Football League Open Aged 55 1 1.8 

Uttoxeter & District Sunday 
League Open Aged 22 1 4.5 

West Midlands Regional 
Women's Football League Open Aged 30 2 6.7 
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SUMMARY 

This report has identified the status of football in Stoke-on-Trent for season 07/08.  The 
report is part of an ongoing process that will allow the data to be updated and used in the 
development of football locally. 

In closing The Football Association would like to thank you for any feedback that you may 
have on this report. Please convey any errors or omissions to either your local County FA or 
Data@TheFA.com.  

mailto:Data@TheFA.com


Stoke-on-Trent  

 

April 2008   24  

 

APPENDIX 

This section provides a brief overview of Stoke-on-Trent’s population structure and 
characteristics. 

Demographic Profile  

According to the 2001 Census, Stoke-on-Trent has a population of 240,636. 123,478 of 
Stoke-on-Trent’s population, 51.3%, is female compared to a national average of 51.3%. 

For statistical purposes we define the number of people in a district who could potentially 
play football as the “relevant population”. For Adult teams, the relevant population is males 
and females aged between 16 and 44 years, for Youth teams, the relevant population is 
males and females aged between 10 and 15 years, and for Mini Soccer, the relevant 
population is males and females aged 6 to 9 years. Table 7 outlines the numbers and 
percentages of the population in Stoke-on-Trent for the population age groups relevant to 
football.  

Table 7: Stoke-on-Trent relevant population age groups 

Stoke-on-Trent  
Relevant 

Population 

Stoke-on-Trent  
% of Relevant 

Population 

England 
% of Relevant 

Population 

Population Group Male Female Male Female Male Female 

Adult - Aged 16 to 44 Years 47,612 48,637   37.3%  38.1%  37.0%  37.8% 

Youth - Aged 10 to 15 Years 9,853   9,583  7.7%  7.5%  7.8%  7.4% 

Mini Soccer - Aged 6 to 9 Years 11,861  9.3%  10.0% 

 

In Stoke-on-Trent 5.2% of the population come from Ethnic Minority (EM) groups, which is 
lower than that of England as a whole at 9.1%. The largest EM group in the authority is 
Pakistani at 2.6%, followed by Indian at 0.5%; the corresponding national averages are 
1.4% and 2.1% respectively. (Source: 2001 Census) 

Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD)  

The Index of Multiple Deprivation (2004) provides a nationally accepted means by which to 
identify the levels of deprivation in England. 

Analysis of data for Stoke-on-Trent shows that, of the 160 super output areas (SOA) in 
Stoke-on-Trent, 81, or 50.6%, lie in the 20% most deprived SOAs in England.   

As shown in the table below, one tenth of all SOAs nationally fall within each of the IMD 
bands.   
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Table 8: Stoke-on-Trent deprivation analysis 

IMD Rank Percent Population 
 in Band 

% Population    
in Band 

Cumulative 
Population 

Cumulative % 
of Population 

Most deprived 0.0-10.0 71759 29.8% 71759 29.8% 
 10.1-20.0 49507 20.6% 121266 50.4% 
 20.1-30.0 30211 12.6% 151477 63.0% 
 30.1-40.0 33519 13.9% 184996 76.9% 
 40.1-50.0 21315 8.9% 206311 85.7% 
 50.1-60.0 13595 5.6% 219906 91.4% 
 60.1-70.0 10361 4.3% 230267 95.7% 
 70.1-80.0 7424 3.1% 237691 98.8% 
 80.1-90.0 2938 1.2% 240629 100.0% 
Least deprived 90.1-100.0 0 0.0% 240629 100.0% 

Figure 5: Stoke-on-Trent IMD ranking indicating main settlements 
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Active People  

The Active People survey, commissioned by Sport England, provides detail on the levels of 
participation in sport and physical activity by adults (16+) for each local authority in England 
(this data is based on a sample of 1,000 interviews in each area).  The results for Stoke-on-
Trent are shown below. 

Table 9: Active People survey results for Stoke-on-Trent 

Stoke-on-Trent West Midlands England 

Indicator Tot M F Tot M F Tot M F 

At least 3 days a week x 30 
minutes moderate 
participation 

15.8% 18.6% 13.1% 20.6% 23.1% 18.2% 21.3% 23.8% 19.1% 

Club member 18.7% 23.1% 14.5% 24.4% 28.8% 20.2% 25.3% 29.6% 21.3% 

Taken part in organised 
competitive sport in last 12 
months 

10.2% 14.8% 5.9% 14.7% 21.3% 8.5% 15.5% 22.3% 9.1% 

Football – Indoor 1.3% 2.4% 0.0% 1.9% 3.6% 0.0% 1.9% 3.7% 0.0% 

Football – Outdoor 5.8% 5.8% 5.8% 5.2% 9.7% 0.5% 5.5% 10.2% 0.8% 

Football – Any 6.6% 12.6% 0.0% 6.5% 12.1% 0.7% 6.8% 12.7% 1.0% 

Note: Care should be taken in the interpretation of results for individual sports, due to low sample numbers 
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APPENDIX 19:   

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SPORTS ECONOMY 
 
 
1. Sport and recreation has an important part to play in regeneration in: 

 
• Supporting the improvement of health and well-being.  
• Providing infrastructure for local people. 
• Supporting tourism. 
• Providing jobs. 
• Improving the image of the area. 
• Encouraging inward investment. 

 
2. In terms of the importance of sport to the economy the following data, 

drawn from Culture West Midlands Culture and the Economy Report 2007, 
helps show its significance:  

 
Culture accounts for: 

• One in ten of all jobs in the region (236,000 employees). 
• One in seven of all regional businesses (over 25,000 businesses). 
• 12.5% of regional GVA (from a turnover of £18 bn). 

 
Active leisure and related learning sector, in the period from now to 2014: 

• GVA (Gross Value Added) output for the active leisure and learning 
sector in the West Midlands will rise by 37% to £924m (circa 2% of 
Regional GVA); with paid employment increasing by 21% to 57,000 
people, across 4000 organisations.  

• The average annual growth rate in output, at 7.2%, is currently more 
than twice that of the whole West Midlands economy.  

• This growth rate serves to emphasise how important it is to focus on 
the delivery of skills to the workforce that makes up our vibrant, 
dynamic and growing sector across the West Midlands. 

 
3. The West Midlands: 

• Is experiencing the highest cultural sector rate of growth in England 
(4.8% between 2003 and 2004). 

• Is anticipating a further 27% growth in culture and sport from 2004 -
2014, creating a further 63,000 jobs over this period. 

• Is currently facing the fact that a 16% of the total productivity gap in 
the region is due to poor health (Regeneris for NHS 2006). 

 
4. In Sports England's response to the West Midlands Economic Strategy 

Review (Sport England WM Sept 2006), the specific contribution that 
sports (i.e. not culture as a whole) make to the economy was researched.  
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Importance of the Sports Economy 
 

 
5. Sport England in its response to the West Midland’s Economic Strategy 

Review Feb 2007 cited the following facts about the economic value of 
sport in the West Midlands.  

 

4,000 Businesses  £1.3 billion p.a. consumer spending (2.4% of all) 
135 private health clubs  1.7% of regional Gross Value Added (GVA);  
1.8% regional 

employment  
44,600 full time jobs (60,000 people employed)  

281 public sports centres  Local authority expenditure p.a. of over £200m  

  
6. The drive to increase sports participation, and the quantity and quality of 

sports facilities, together with the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, 
offer a huge opportunity for the entire West Midlands economy. The 
combined effects of these drivers will propel the sport industry to over 2% 
of regional employment and 'industry cluster' status.  

 

Sport Economy and the London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games 

 
7. Sport England is clear that the next Regional Economic Strategy must 

recognise the opportunity that hosting the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games presents. In addition to direct contracts, these opportunities 
include:  

Business Tourism  
• Skills development (customer care skills, event management, security);  
• Infrastructure, including class leading Disability Discrimination Act 

compliant access to sport/tourism-related facilities;  
• Marketing the region as an alternative to London, or as part of a longer 

stay;  
• Achieving a tourism legacy for this region and 2012 linked conference 

trade.  

Economic Benefits of Increased Sports Participation  
• The West Midlands is the least active of all English regions, according 

to the Active People survey of 2006, and has the highest incidence of 
female obesity and the second highest level of male obesity in 
England. A major target and legacy for the Games is a more active 
population and Sport England WM has a target of getting 196,000 
more people active at 3x30 minutes per week by 2012.  
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8. In economic terms this increase would deliver the following benefits:  
 

• A more active workforce is a healthier and more productive 
workforce;  

• Costs of sickness and absenteeism to industry and the NHS would 
be reduced;  

• A more active population is more mobile and generates more 
economic activity not only via spend on direct activity costs but also 
on sports goods and general services;  

• More employment as more sport sector workers such as coaches are 
needed;  

• Greater skills/NVQs as more people are trained in sport-related 
industries;  

• More volunteering, current level is worth £10million a year to the 
region, with 26% of all volunteering carried out in sport;  

• 3,000 of our young people inspired and upskilled as volunteers at 
pre-games events and the games to continue to contribute to society;  

• Sport provides a positive outlet for young people at risk, leading to 
reduced crime and anti-social behaviour, this in turn will reduce the 
costs of crime and the negative economic impact caused by fear of 
crime.  

 
9. Major sports events are an excellent example of how sport can deliver 

positive economic impacts, destination/place marketing effects, civic pride 
and opportunities for workforce development via volunteering. The 
Economic impact of a sample of 5 events (worth over £11million) held in 
the West Midlands is shown below.  

Economic Major Events 
 

Year  Event  Venue  Economic  
Impact 

Hotel  
Bed-Nights  

1997  Cricket Test Match  
 

Edgbaston  £5.1m  30,780  

1997  European Junior Boxing 
Championships  

 

NIA  £0.5m  5,327  

1999  World Judo 
Championships  

 

NIA  £1.9m  13,699  

1999  World Indoor Climbing 
Championships  

 

NIA  £0.4m  2,123  

2003  World Indoor Athletics 
Championships  

 

NIA  £3.2m  22,529  

Source SIRC 2007. Totals £11.1m 74,458 
 
10. The economic benefits of sports events do not stop with additional 

spending in the local economy. A typical cricket Test Match will last for 
four days and receive about 28 hours of television coverage in the UK 
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and abroad. The 1999 World Judo Championships put the West 
Midlands under the spotlight in the Far East, notably Japan, with four 
days of prime time television coverage. 

 
11. The 2002 Manchester Commonwealth Games delivered the following 

economic benefits (source: Chris Gatton, Sport Industry Research 
Centre, Sheffield Hallam University; Cambridge Policy Consultants, 
2003 and Faber Maunsell, 2004):  

 
Economic Impact on East Manchester:     2000 new FTE jobs. 
Economic Impact on rest of Manchester:  2900 FTE jobs. 
Economic Impact on rest of Northwest:     2080 FTE jobs. 

 
Employment change in East Manchester between 1999 and 2002: 

 
• 1450 jobs (including both full and part-time) or 4% increase on 1999 

level. 
• 23% increase in construction jobs. 
• 23% increase in distribution, hotels and restaurants jobs. 
• 24% increase in other services jobs (mainly in recreation, culture 

and sport). 
 

Manchester moved up European Cities Monitor from 19th in 2002 to 
13th in 2003 
 
Asda Wallmart superstore has moved into East Manchester occupying  
180,000 square feet and employing 760 FTE staff. 

 
12. The positive Legacy Effects in Barcelona 10 years after the Olympics 

took place, are described below: 
       1990   2001  

Hotel capacity (beds)  18,307  34,303 
Number of tourists   1.74m   3.38m 
Number of overnights  3.8m   8m 
Average room occupancy  71%   84%  
Average stay    2.84   3.17 
% non-Spanish tourists  49%   69% 
 

13. Research on the economic impact of major events such as the Olympic 
Games gives an indication of the benefits of such events. The Black 
Country might in the future benefit from this scale of event (such as the 
Commonwealth Games), but in reality only as part of a wider City 
Regional approach. However the BC would need to have a better 
baseline of sports infrastructure in order to even be considered for such 
a role.   
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Olympic Games Economic Impact 
 

Econom ic Im pact S tudies of 
Past G am es

198419840.470.47
(Reg ion)(Reg ion)

US$ 2.3 bnUS$ 2.3 bn
(1984 prices)(1984 prices)

Econom icsEconom ics
ResearchResearch

Associates, 1984Associates, 1984

Los Los 
Angeles 1984Angeles 1984

19821982
19881988

1.401.40
(Country)(Country)

WONWON
1846 bn1846 bn

KimKim etet a l., 1989al., 1989Seoul 1988Seoul 1988

19871987
19921992

0.030.03
(Reg ion)(Reg ion)

US$ 0.03 bnUS$ 0.03 bnBrunet, 1995Brunet, 1995Barcelona Barcelona 
19921992

19911991
19971997

2.412.41
(Reg ion)(Reg ion)

US$ 5.1 bnUS$ 5.1 bn
(1994 prices)(1994 prices)

Humphreys & Humphreys &  
Plum m er, 1995Plum m er, 1995

Atlanta 1996Atlanta 1996

19941994
20062006

2.782.78
(Reg ion)(Reg ion)

A$ 6.5 bnA$ 6.5 bn
(1996 prices)(1996 prices)

Anderson, 1999Anderson, 1999Sydney 2000Sydney 2000

PeriodPeriodImpact as %  of Impact as %  of 
GDPGDP

Total econom icTotal econom ic
im pactim pact

ReferenceReferenceO lym picsO lym pics

(Source: PricewaterhouseCoopers European Econom ic Outlook June 2004) 
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Employment Skills for Sport 
 
14. Sport is a proven 'gateway' to training, skills and employment, reaching 

those who have experienced difficulty gaining a foothold in work. Key 
skills required in sport such as customer service, ICT and leadership 
are needed in other industries and are easily transferable elsewhere. 
Young people engaged in sport do relatively better academically. All of 
the region's professional footballs clubs have study support centres. 

 
15. According to Sports Employment Research commissioned in 2003 for 

AWM, SkillsActive the GOWM and Sport England WM: 
 

• There are 4,000 sport and active recreation businesses;  
• 28% of these had skills gaps;  
• 15% had experienced skills shortages;  
• 16,375 enrolments on sport and leisure courses;  
• 11% of workforce is from BME communities (higher than regional 

average).  

Quality of Life and Economic Efficiency 
 
16. Quality of life is what people and communities aspire to most, economic 

activity is a key means to deliver this aspiration. Sports England's view 
is that the West Midlands Economic Strategy should have three key 
policy priorities: 

Health 
A focus on health: as without good health it is not possible to work well 
or enjoy life to the full, and indeed poor health costs business and 
reduces productivity. Physically active employees take 27% fewer days 
sick leave, saving £135 per employee (Physical Activity Task Force 
2003). Nationally sickness absences cost at least £11 billion per year or 
16% of salary costs (Choosing Health, Public Health White Paper, Dept 
Health, 2005). 

Participation 
A focus on participation in sports and active recreation as part of an 
active lifestyle. Community sports networks (through sports partnerships) 
are seen as the coordination infrastructure for this work. To effect this 
participation increase there is a clear need to improve rural access to 
multi-purpose facilities, schools and in most urban areas. 

Major Sports Facilities 
A focus on major facilities. Sport England want to identify and deliver 5 
sports villages (or equivalent), in economically deprived areas/lowest 
levels of participation, over the period of the WM Economic Strategy.  
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APPENDIX 20:  Elected Mayor’s Green Paper for Sport & Physical 
Activity  
 
A consultation exercise following on from the Elected Mayor’s Green Paper on sport 
and physical activity was undertaken in Stoke-on-Trent. It asked local people’s 
thoughts and opinions on the following five questions: 
 

1. What sports facilities and programmes would you like to see the city develop? 
2. What would help you become more active? 
3. What sporting event would you like to see the city host? 
4. How could I help support sports across the city? 
5. What benefits could the city gain from London 2012? 

 
The consultation took place between 21st March and 5th May 2009 and there were 
four methods by which the consultation took place. 
 

1. All households in Stoke-on-Trent were sent a copy of the green paper and 
were asked to complete and return the questionnaire. 

 
2. The questions were also asked of people at the ‘City of Sport’ roadshows. 

These were held at venues across the city which see a high footfall of people 
(see list at the end of the appendix). 

 
3. Letters were sent out to 20 businesses in the city, they were asked the eight 

questions that were outlined in the full green paper version. 
 

4. School children were also asked the five questions by the Partnership 
Development Managers at the north and south schools. 
 

 



There were a total of 645 respondents and for those which gave the relevant 
information: 
 

• 56% of the respondents were female and 44% were male 
 

• The highest number of respondents were aged under 16 which is the largest 
section of the population, however this age group ranges from birth to 15 so 
will not be very representative at the lower ages in that group. There are also 
very few people over 45 responding to the questionnaire. 

 

  
 % of 
respondents 

% of total population (from 
2011 population estimates) 

under 16  27 19 
16-25 13 14 
26-35 20 13 
36-45 23 13 
46-55 7 13 
56-65 7 12 
over 65 3 16 

 
• The highest levels of respondents are resident in the Northern and Eastern 

Neighbourhood Management Areas. 
 

• The highest proportion of respondents were resident outside Stoke-on-Trent 
(23%) but both the South Western and South Eastern neighbourhood 
management areas were under-represented in proportion to their total 
populations. 

 

  
 % of 
respondents % of total population 

Northern  20 20 
Western 12 14 
Eastern 19 19 
South Western 13 25 
South Eastern 13 22 
Outside Stoke 23 

 
 
 



Results summary 
 
The following paragraphs summarise the detailed findings presented in the tables 
and graphs at the end of this Appendix.    
 
Q1) What sports facilities and programmes would you like the city to develop? 
 
The most common answers were swimming facilities (18.8%), a new ice rink (18.1%) 
and football at 10.7%. There were however a broad range of other facilities that 
people would like to see developed. 
 
 
Q2) What would help you become more active? 
 
33% of respondents stated that free or cheap facilities and activities would be the 
biggest reason for them to become more active, this was the highest by far with the 
next highest being more local facilities and opportunities (11%). Having more 
facilities and equipment and more time were also frequent reasons. 
 
 
Q3) What sporting event would you like to see the city host? 
 
Football and swimming were by far the most frequent events people would like to 
see in the city with 14.5% and 12.3% respectively. The next highest were events 
relating to the Olympics and the Paralympics (7%).  4% of respondents would like to 
see any sporting events hosted by the city. 
 
 
Q4) How could I support sports across the city? 
 
The most frequent response to this question was for people taking part and/or 
participating more in sports (34%). However the next highest (18%) was for people 
that ‘didn’t know’ how they could support sports. This could be attributed to the fact 
that nearly 8% of people thought raising awareness, advertising and promotion of 
sports would help. There were also 8% of people that would like to support by 
spectating. 
 
 
Q5) What benefits could the city gain from London 2012? 
 
Tourism and money (34% in total) were the main benefits people thought that the 
Olympics could bring to Stoke-on-Trent. It was also thought that the Olympics would 
encourage more people to participate and try new activities. 
 



Q1) What sports facilities and programmes would you like the city 
to develop? 
 
The responses received were categorised as follows: 
 

1 Athletics 
2 Badminton
3 Basketball
4 Children’s facilities (incl adventure playground)
5 Cricket 
6 Cycling 
7 Darts, snooker 
8 Extreme sports (mainly climbing and watersports)
9 Fencing 

10 Fishing/angling 
11 Football (all references to football incl footy)
12 Golf 
13 Gym/fitness gym 
14 Gymnastics  
15 Hockey 
16 Horse riding  
17 Ice skating /skating/ice hockey
18 Multi-sport
19 Rugby 
20 Running 
21 Skateboard
22 Skiing (incl snow dome) 
23 Swimming (incl swimming pools, waterpark, diving board)
24 Tennis  
25 Trampolining 
26 Walking  
27 Youth club 
28 Children's programmes 
29 Youth programmes 
30 Older people's (over 60s) programmes
31 Elite sports programmes 
32 Squash 





Q2) What would help you become more active? 
 
The responses received were categorised as follows: 
 

1 Free/cheap facilities and activities
2 Better facilities 
3 More facilities/equipment
4 Personal support/advice on health issues
5 More information about what's on
6 More local facilities/opportunities
7 Improved opening times/more daytime 

programmes 
8 Improved parks/open spaces/walking/running 

routes 
9 More support to local clubs

10 More support performance and elite sport
11 Better personal health 
12 Provision of crèche 
13 Better programming 
15 Improved accessibility of facilities
16 Provision of adult coaching
17 More/better family outdoor programmes
18 More children's holiday programme/after school 

clubs 
19 More role models 
20 Other motivations (prizes, energy drinks)
21 More social activities 
22 Don't need to (already active)
23 Nothing 
24 Better safety (built facilities)
25 More time to do activities
26 Better cycling/more cycling





Q3) What sporting event would you like to see the city host? 
 
The responses received were categorised as follows: 
 

1 Any 
2 Archery 
3 Athletics  (incl field events) and indoor athletics 
4 Badminton 
5 Basketball  
6 Bowling 
7 Boxing 
8 Cheer leading  
9 Clay pigeon shooting  

10 Commonwealth games 
11 Cycling (incl tour of Britain, mountain biking)
12 Dance (incl ballroom)  
13 Darts 
14 Extreme sports  
15 Football (incl women's) 
16 Frisbee 
17 Golf 
18 Gymnastics
19 Hockey 
20 Horse racing 
21 Horse riding
22 Ice skating /dance on ice 
23 Indoor climbing 
24 Marathons 
25 Martial arts , judo 
26 Motor racing/motor cycling (grand prix, formula 1, RAC rally, motor rally) 
27 Netball 
28 Olympics and paralympics (incl winter olympics) and 2012
29 Rounders  
30 Rowing 
31 Rugby 
32 Running cross-country 
33 Skateboarding/skating 
34 Skiing  
35 Snooker 
36 Street dance
37 Strongman /ironman 
38 Swimming, diving and water polo
39 Table tennis
40 Tennis  
41 Trampolining  
42 Triathlon 



43 Volleyball 
44 Walking 
45 Water sports
46 Wrestling (incl mud ) 
47 Charity events 
48 More local events/organised activities incl community centre based, fun events / kids 

events, inter-school leagues
52 Adventure park  
53 Cheap tickets  
54 Crufts  
55 Dog agility 
56 Dog walking
57 Cricket 
58 Weightlifting





Q4) How could I help support sports across the city? 
 
The responses received were categorised as follows: 
 

1 Fundraising
2 Taking part / doing more exercise /participating more /taking part in local competitions 
3 Signposting / advertising  /raisng awareness /fliers in cars /promotion in schools/uni
4 Getting children (grandchildren) involved/encourage the family 
5 Using available facilities 
6 Coaching 
7 Providing accommodation for officials 
8 Volunteering at sports meetings/events (incl steward)/generally 
9 Spectating (at local events) /cheering on

10 Setting an example to others e.g. more walking and taking children, swimming with 
children 

11 Providing school-club link to schools
12 Improve local parks/green spaces provision 
13 Taking part in major events 
14 Gaining/providing sponsorship 
15 Set up new clubs /local groups 
16 Provide 'walking bus'  
17 Provide crèche facilities  
18 Supporting elite clubs 
19 Bring along friends /tell friends /encourage others
20 Represent school in competitions 
21 Take part in charity event
22 Nothing - already involved
23 Nothing  
24 Don't know
25 Get the council to listen more /get more involved





Q5) What benefits could the city gain from London 2012? 
 
The responses received were categorised as follows: 
 

1 Money / more funds for sport from local and national govnt
2 Political motivation to address health and wellbeing issues
3 Jobs / more employment / regeneration - general
4 Jobs / more employment - in sport
5 Tourism / money from visitors
7 Opportunity for new sport initiatives (eg - take winners to see events), 

more sport available, mini tournaments
8 Generate new sporting ideas
9 More sports facilities 

10 Better sports facilities  
11 New or better performance training facilities 
12 Improved transport links 
13 Encourage more people to participate, try new activities
14 Improve the profile of Stoke as a City 
15 Improving general health and fitness awareness
16 More money for out of school activities
17 City heroes / local champions/role models
19 Opportunities to raise money for charity
20 More sports events for local people
21 New major event opportunities
22 Sponsorship opportunities
23 Money from renting accommodation by athletes
24 None 
25 Make things cheaper  
26 Don't know 

27 
Encourage more children to participate, particularly children, try new 
activities 

28 Spectating opportunities 





List of venues for ‘City of Sport’ Roadshows 
 

• Asda Supermarket – Wolstanton  
• Asda Supermarket – Tunstall  
• NHS General Outpatients  
• Fenton Manor  
• Wallace Sport and Education Centre 
• Tunstall Pool 
• Willfield Fitness Centre 
• Dimensions Leisure Centre 
• Moat House – Stoke on Trent - Signal 1 Baby Event  
• Bentilee Library 
• Longton Library 
• Meir Library 
• Fenton Library 
• Haywood Library 
• Tunstall Library 
• City Central Library 
• Stoke Library 

 

List of businesses consulted 

• Steelite International 
• Dudson Group 
• William Edwards 
• Grindeys LLP 
• Hanley Economic Building Society 
• Sub 4 
• Stanfield Building Services 
• Picture Nation LTD 
• Uno Retail Solutions 
• Time 4 Sport 
• H.E. Smith Tiles 
• Data Driven Logistics 
• Mr Lucky Bags 
• Churchill China 
• Henson Eitorial Services 
• Foley China 
• Gascoigne and sons 
• H & R Johnson 
• Bourne Sports 
• Portmeirion 
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APPENDIX 21:  Curriculum Swimming Key Stage 2 
 
The following maps show the pattern of school curriculum swimming across Stoke.   

Map 1:  the use of different pools across the city by primary schools – Primary 

School Swim Facilities 

Map 2:  Key Stage 2 swimming attainment by IMD status 

Map 3:  Key Stage 2 swimming attainment by BME levels  
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Appendix 22: Stoke-on-Trent Leisure Survey Analysis 
 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council Leisure Survey (2009) 
 
A total of 519 people responded to the survey.   
 
Of those respondents, 221 (43%) were female, 172 (33%) were male, but 126 (24%) did not 
provide a response. 
 
85 people (16%) did not state their age.  Of the 434 people who did specify their age, 167 
(32%) were under 16, 46 (9%) were aged 16 to 25, 160 (30%) were aged 26 to 45, 42 (8%) 
were aged 46 to 65 and 19 (4%) were over 65. 
 

Age of Leisure Survey Respondents

Under 16

16‐25

26‐45

46‐65

65+

Not given

 
 
176 respondents (34%) failed to state which neighbourhood area they lived in.  Of the 343 
(66%) who did, 30 (6%) were from the South Eastern Neighbourhood, 69 (13%) were from 
the South Western Neighbourhood, 58 (11%) from the Western Neighbourhood, 97 (19%) 
from the Northern Neighbourhood and 89 (17%) from the Eastern Neighbourhood. 
 

 
 



 
Unfortunately a significant number of respondents did not fully complete the questionnaire, 
with many focusing on the proposals for one Neighbourhood Area.  For example, an average 
of 85 people responded to the proposals for the South Eastern Neighbourhood, compared to 
an average response rate of 198 people in the Western Neighbourhood. 
 
As a result, it has proved difficult to compare the popularity of proposals across the 
Neighbourhood Areas, since the most popular proposals came from the areas with the most 
responses (and vice versa). 
 
Results have therefore been assessed by Neighbourhood Area.  The results that follow 
show all the responses received for each area, regardless of where respondents live.   
 
South Eastern Neighbourhood 
 
On average, 85 people responded to the proposals in the South Eastern Neighbourhood.   
South Eastern Neighbourhood. 
 
There was a generally positive response for most of the proposals, with particularly strong 
support for the proposals for a leisure centre in Longton and a sports centre in Weston 
Coyney.  The proposals for the refurbishment of Sandon High School received the lowest 
level of positive responses and there was more of a mixed reaction to the proposals for 
Florence Tennis Club and the refurbishment of Beaufort Road Tennis Courts.  The proposals 
for Edensor High School received the most negative responses. 
 
When asked which proposal they would like to see happen first, 35% of respondents chose 
the proposal for Longton Leisure Centre.  This was followed by 24% of people opting for the 
sports centre in Weston Coyney.  There was very limited support for Sandon High School 
and no support for the Beaufort Road Tennis Courts. 
 
South Western Neighbourhood 
 
On average, 129 people responded to the proposals in the South Western Neighbourhood. 
 
There was a generally positive reaction to all of the proposals, with the exception of the 
prospect of new changing facilities at Fallowfields Playing Fields.  There was a more mixed 
reaction to the proposals at St Peter’s High School.  The proposal to close Stoke Recreation 
Centre received the most negative responses. 
 
21% of respondents wanted to see the refurbishment of Fenton Park tennis courts occur 
first.  This was closely followed by 20% of people who were in favour of the refurbishments 
at Trentham High School.  Only a small percentage of respondents viewed the proposals at 
Fallowfields and Blurton High School as priorities. 
 
Western Neighbourhood 
 
140 people on average responded to the proposals for the Western Neighbourhood. 
 
There was a positive response to all of the proposals, with the options for Shelton Pool 
receiving the most positive reaction.   
 
The majority of people (58%) wanted to see the proposals for Shelton Pool happen first.  
16% of people chose the potential refurbishment at Hanley Park and 11% opted for the 
development of changing facilities at Trubshaw Cross Playing Fields. 
 



 
Eastern Neighbourhood 
 
The proposals for this neighbourhood received the most responses; around 198 people on 
average. 
 
Again, there was generally a positive reaction to all of the proposals, with the most positive 
responses for the Park Hall Academy and Willfield Community Centre proposals.  The most 
negative responses were received for the Berry Hill High School proposal. 
 
The priorities were more evenly spread than for other neighbourhood areas; 24% of 
respondents wanted to see the Willfield Community Centre proposal occur first, compared to 
19% who chose the Park Hall driving range and 15% who opted for the Park Hall Academy. 
 
Northern Neighbourhood 
 
131 people on average responded to the proposals for the Northern Neighbourhood. 
 
The proposal for a new pool at Dimensions received highest number of both positive and 
negative responses.  The most mixed response was for the proposals at Chatterley 
Whitfield, St. Margaret Ward Catholic School and Brownhills High School. 
 
35% of respondents wanted to see the new pool at Dimensions happen first, compared to 
14% who chose the options for Ball Green Youth Centre and 11% of respondents who opted 
for the proposals at St Margaret Ward Catholic School.   
 
City-wide 
 
On average, 484 people responded to the city-wide proposals. 
 
There was a very positive response to all proposals.  The greatest mixed response was for 
the development of an indoor bowls centre. 
 
The majority of respondents (31%) wanted to see an indoor climbing centre developed first.  
12% chose the development of a cycling centre, 11% chose a new tennis centre and 9% 
wanted to see the development of three sports villages occur before any other proposal. 
 
135 people in the under 16 age group responded to this question.  31% wanted to see the 
indoor climbing centre occur first, 13% wanted to see the cycling centre happen fist and 11% 
wanted an indoor tennis centre. 
 
There were only 40 respondents from the 16-25 age group.  40% wanted an indoor climbing 
centre before any other proposal and 15% wanted an indoor tennis centre. 
 
132 people from the 26-45 age group responded, with 32% viewing the climbing centre as a 
priority, 15% opting for the development of 3 sports villages and 14% choosing the cycling 
centre. 
 
Only 37 respondents were from the 46-65 age group.  19% wanted to see a climbing centre 
occur first, 14% wanted indoor bowls. 
 
The lowest number of responses came from the over 65s, with only 15 people answering 
this question.  33% of those wanted indoor bowls to happen first, and 20% chose the 
replacement of Northwood Athletics Stadium. 
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