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Legislative background and guidance frameworks 

Working Together to Safeguard Children (2018) Chapter 4 now sets out new safeguarding 
requirements following a change in legislation. 
 
We will work to the following legislation in order to be compliant with our safeguarding duties: 
 

 Children Act 2004 

 Children and Social Work Act 2017 

 Local Safeguarding Policies and Procedures 

 DfE Guidance Local  

 Child Safeguarding Practice Review Guidance  
 

Child Safeguarding Practice Process: 

The revised publication of Working Together to Safeguard Children July 2018 Chapter 4 clearly sets 
out the process of undertaking reviews on cases where significant safeguarding issues have arisen 
which include serious injury / child death. Whilst the actual process is less prescriptive than it was 
previously, it remains rigorous and transparent and open to scrutiny and challenge. Reviews are not 
ends in themselves, as the purpose of each review is to identify improvements which are needed to 
existing processes, address areas of frontline practice concerns, consolidate good practice and 
actively promote the learning from each review. 
 
Where a local authority in England knows or suspects that a child has been abused or neglected, the 
local authority must notify the national Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel. 
 
The Panel will consider the following criteria in order to decide when it is appropriate to commission 
a national review of a case / cases. When doing so, they must take into account: 
 

 Whether the case highlights or could highlight improvements needed to safeguard and   
promote the welfare of children, including where those improvements have been previously 
identified 

 Where the case raises or may raise issues requiring legislative change or changes to 
statutory guidance 

 Whether the case highlights recurrent themes in the safeguarding and promotion of the 
welfare of children 

 Whether the case raises or may raise issues relating to the safeguarding and promotion of 
the welfare of children in institutional settings 

Background in Stoke-on-Trent 
The Children Act 2004 and Children and Social Work Act 2017, strengthens relationships between 
key partner agencies and places new safeguarding duties on those partners. Specifically the police, 
clinical commissioning groups and the local authority.  
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As part of the new safeguarding arrangements, the respective Stoke-on-Trent Safeguarding Children 
Board and the Staffordshire Safeguarding Children Board have merged.  This will help prevent 
duplication of work, enable a more consistent approach to safeguarding for those professionals who 
work across the borders and improve information sharing training and commissioning of joint service 
provision.  
 
Here in Stoke-on-Trent we promote a culture of continuous learning and development rather than a 
culture of blame. Families are encouraged to engage in the process and their involvement in 
previous cases has proved invaluable.  
 
For more detailed information about the Child Safeguarding Case Review process, please go to:  

www.safeguardingchildren.stoke.gov.uk 

 

Why we have changed our approach  

 
As part of the new safeguarding arrangements, both Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire been part of a 
regional group who have worked to produce a regional Practice Guidance assisting all practitioners 
across the West Midlands region to: 
 

 bring about a consistent approach to undertaking Child Safeguarding Practice Reviews  

 share the learning across the region from individual reviews 

 identify local / regional training needs 

 escalate common themes to a national level 

 join together a range of professional safeguarding expertise 
 

Monitoring and Accountability 

 
In the first instance, the SCB Manager and members of the Significant Incident sub-committee will 
monitor progress against the findings contained in any Overarching Independent Report. Additional 
scrutiny and challenge will be provided by members of the Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire 
Safeguarding Partnership Group (SSSPG) before a report will be formally signed off at a full Board 
meeting. 
 
Agencies that have not made progress against individual actions will be held to account by the 
Board. 
 

Contact for more information 

 
www.safeguardingchildren.stoke.gov.uk 
 
SCB Manager, Carole Preston on: 

01782 235863 / carole.preston@stoke.gov.uk 
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