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Local Authority 
Designated Officer 
Emily Dempsey will be undertaking the LADO 
function within the Stoke-on-Trent Safeguarding 
Referral Team (SRT) pending the appointment of 
a permanent LADO emily.dempsey@stoke.gov.uk 
01782 232967:- 
 

LADO referrals should be referred through to the 
Safeguarding Referral Team 01782 235100. 

Safeguarding Children 
Board Annual Report 
 

The 2016/17 Safeguarding Children Board 
annual report has now been published.  
(Click on the link to view) 
 
This annual report: 
 Provides evidence of progress and achievements. 
 Identifies areas of weakness, the causes of those 

weaknesses and the action being taken to 
address them as well as other proposals for 
action. 

 Demonstrates the extent to which the functions of 
the LSCB are being effectively discharged.  

 Includes an account of 
progress made in 
implementing actions from 
Serious Case Reviews (SCR) 
and Learning Reviews. 

 Provides an outline of the 
assurances sought about the 
work of the Children, Young 
People and Families Strategic 
Partnership Board. 

Recent learning from 
Multi Agency Case 
File Reviews 
 
Do all professionals establish the wishes and 
feelings of children with disabilities? 
 

 A recent review evidenced a need to review 

how assessments at all levels consider the 
‘Voice of the Child’ when those children have a 
disability and cannot verbally disclose. 

 

 A very clear need was also identified for all 

professionals involved in making and receiving 
referrals in relation to a child’s disability to also 
assess all non-disabled siblings as part of that 
investigation to ensure that they are safe and 
supported. 

 
 Consideration should also be given where 

elder sibling takes lead responsibility for the 
care of a child with a disability. 

 
Do all professionals have an understanding of 
intervention thresholds at all levels? 
 
 A recent review evidenced a clear 

misunderstanding of the SCB Escalation Policy 
which was not acted upon by professionals -
where there was a clear history of concerns 
regarding failure to engage, it is important that 
professionals challenge/escalate their own 
concerns. 

 
 A very clear need was also identified for all 

professionals involved in supporting a family to 
escalate concerns when they are denied access 
to a home environment but believe that 
conditions are compromising safeguarding 
arrangements for children or young people. 

Together for Childhood is a ten year initiative in Stoke-on-Trent 

around preventing child sexual abuse. As well as some city wide work, there will be intensive work 
within one local community to develop and evaluate new ideas around prevention in partnership with 
members of the community. We need your help to decide which place Together for Childhood 
will happen in.  
 
Please complete the survey, open until the 12

th
 January 2018 and will only take 2 minutes.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Q8S9WSN 

http://webapps.stoke.gov.uk/uploadedfiles/2016_17_SCB_Annual_Report_Final_version_for_SCB_061217.pdf
http://webapps.stoke.gov.uk/uploadedfiles/2016_17_SCB_Annual_Report_Final_version_for_SCB_061217.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Q8S9WSN


Stoke-on-Trent Children and Young People’s Strategic Partnership 

3 
Information from the  

Safeguarding Children Board 

Information from the  

Safeguarding Children Board       

December 2017 

Be activities wise 

online this winter.  

 
The internet is amazing. Children can play, learn, 
create and connect - opening up a whole world of 
exciting possibilities. But with the digital world 
changing all the time, how can you make sure your 
child’s staying safe? That’s where Be Activities 
Wise Online can help.   
 

There are lots of different platforms that children 
can use to get online, including a PC or Mac 
computer, Xbox or PlayStation or through a 
smartphone. Most platforms allow children to speak 
to people all over the world, at any time of day or 
night, whether this is via a keyboard, headset or 
video. This can make games and apps more 
interactive and lots of fun, but there are some risks 
that come with this. 
 
People are not always who they say they are online 
and it’s important that children know how to stay 
safe. 
 
If your child is online (and chances are they are), 
there are some steps you should take that can help 
to keep them safe: 

10 tips to help children stay safe 
online: 
1. Don’t give out personal information online, 

such as address, phone number, school name 
or email address. 

2. Make internet usage part of everyday 
conversation. Talk with your kids about the 
things you and they see and do online. 
Keeping this conversation going will help them 
to feel comfortable to speak to you about 
something they are unsure of online and give 
you an idea of what’s happening when they do 
go online. 

3. Get to know the games, apps and social 
networking sites your child uses and, learn 
how to use them and their privacy, block and 
report settings.  If you use them, it may be 
less likely for them to put something online 
that they wouldn’t want you to see. There are 
some great websites that can help with this. 
Check out the NSPCC - https://
www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-
children-safe/online-safety/, Net Aware - 
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ and Internet 
Matters - www.internetmatters.org. 

4. Make sure they know that if they are unsure of 
or uncomfortable about something that 
happens online, they can tell you or a trusted 
adult, no matter what. 

5. Talk to them about the risks of posting photos 
online or sending photos to others. If it’s 
something they don’t want you to see, it 
probably shouldn’t be online.  

6. If you feel it’s necessary, keep the use of 
phones, consoles and computers in a family 
space and not in a child’s personal space like 
their bedroom.  

7. Livestreaming videos are becoming 
increasingly popular with children. Anyone 
could be watching these videos so it’s 
important they don’t give away too much 
information about themselves. Find out more 
here: https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/live-
streaming-news/  

8. Don’t accept friend requests from people they 
don’t know. Even if the person has mutual 
friends, it doesn’t mean they can be trusted. 

9. Visit www.thinkuknow.co.uk for more advice 
on keeping your kids safe online  

10.If you suspect abuse, report it to the Child 
Exploitation Online Protection command at 
www.ceop.police.uk now. 

Christmas is coming – and many children and 
young people will want the most up to date 
gadgets available in the shops. The internet can be 
dangerous if it isn’t used safely. The Safeguarding 
Children Board wants to highlight some of the 
dangers of the internet and raise awareness with 
children and young people to be vigil when on line. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
http://www.internetmatters.org
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/live-streaming-news/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/news/live-streaming-news/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk
http://www.ceop.police.uk
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How do I know if I'm being 
groomed? 
 
Voice box, Childline’s weekly video chat, 
features Lucy Fallon who plays Bethany Platt in 
Coronation Street and Helen, a Childline 
counsellor, talking about grooming.  
 
They give advice on how to spot the signs of 
grooming and how young people can get 
support if they are worried that they or a friend 
are being groomed. 
 
Source: YouTube   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN3bFc-GBTI  

How to talk PANTS  

 
The talking PANTS campaign was introduced 
by the NSPCC  to help teach children 
important messages, like their body belongs to 
them and they should tell an adult if they’re 
upset or worried.  

 

There is a range of PANTS guides for parents, 
carers and children including guides in five 
different languages and guides for people with 
disabilities on the NSPCC website.  
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Live streaming resources 
 
Thinkuknow has launched #Liveskills a package 
of resources focusing on live streaming, aimed at 
professionals working with primary and 
secondary school aged children and their 
parents and carers. Issues covered include: the 
types of tactics offenders use on live streaming 
platforms; skills to think critically about the 
people they meet online; identifying and 
responding to pressure and manipulation online; 
and understanding online sexual abuse and 
sources of support. Registration is needed to 
access the free resources. 

Removing an online image or 

video 

Childline is working with the Internet Watch 
Foundation (IWF) to help young people who 
want to remove sexually explicit images of 
themselves from the internet. Young people can 
use the Childline portal to anonymously verify 
their identity using the Yoti app, and then submit 
their application to the IWF to have the image 
removed wherever it appears on the internet.    

Online safety surveys  

The NSPCC Child Safety Online team are 
looking to expand their understanding of how 
professionals working with children promote 
online safety, and what frameworks exist within 
their organisations to support them to do this. 
They have designed three online surveys to 
capture this information, and would welcome 
your views if the surveys are relevant to you. 

Further information: 
 Looked after children and online safety 

 d/Deaf children and online safety 

 Youth organisations and online safety 

Dealing with unwanted 

requests for sexual images 

Voice Box, Childline’s weekly video chat, 
features Molly chatting about how to handle the 
pressure of being asked to send nudes, and 
what to do if you receive one. Childline has 
relaunched the Zipit app, which uses humour to 
help teenagers deal with unwanted requests for 
sexual images of themselves. The free app 
offers young people a gallery of images and 
animations which they can send in response to 
requests for sexual pictures and to deal with 
difficult sexting situations. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN3bFc-GBTI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN3bFc-GBTI
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNTExLjczMjU3NzkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDUxMS43MzI1Nzc5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MTk5MDc5JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2xhaXJlLnJvYmVydHNAc3Rva2UuZ292LnVrJnVzZXJpZD1jbGFpc
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3929199/Looked-After-Children-and-Online-Safety
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3840002/Online-survey-for-children-thar-are-deaf-and-hard-of-hearing
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3928242/Youth-Organisations-and-Online-Safety


The NSPCC  partnership, with O2, brings together the company’s technology expertise and the 
NSPCC’s child protection and safeguarding expertise. Together, they have produced a free 
workshop to be delivered to parents in a variety of locations across schools, communities and 
workplaces. The workshop aims to get every family talking about and understanding how to stay safe 
online. 
 
During the hour-long workshop, parents learn about what children might do online, identify some of 
the risks children face and discuss the ways to respond, whilst learning practical tools to help start 
regular conversations at home. There are four principles which they encourage parents to apply to 
their families: explore, talk, agree and manage. The sessions highlight other resources available, 
including Share Aware and Net Aware - our guide to the most popular sites, apps and games that 
young people use, including the associated risks and how to mitigate these. 
 
Parents will also be informed of the support available on the O2 and NSPCC Online Safety Helpline 
(0808 800 5002), and through Guru appointments in O2 stores. You don’t have to be an O2 
customer. Their goal is to get every family in the UK to chat about, and understand, their kids' online 
world, just as they would about their day at school. https://www.o2.co.uk/help/nspcc  
 
New crime figures show offences involving sexual contact with children by adults in positions of trust 
have risen by more than a half; paedophiles said to be using Periscope live streaming service to 
groom children. Offences involving adults in positions of trust who have sexual contact with children in 
their care have risen by more than half, new crime figures show. NSPCC has renewed our calls on 
expanding position of trust laws through our Trust to Lead campaign, with the fear that the true extent 
of abuse is much worse because the law doesn’t apply to youth work roles such as sports coaches 
and leaders of religious groups. The social network Twitter has come under fire after it emerged that 
paedophiles are using its Periscope live streaming service to groom children as young as nine. They 
are said to be bombarding the youngsters with sexual questions and requests, asking them to lift up 
their shirts and take off their clothes.  NSPCC Share Aware advice for parents and carers can be 
found on our website. https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-we-do/campaigns/trust-to-lead/ 
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Bullying 
 

Bullying can happen to anyone at any age. It 
can happen at school, at home, on the streets or 
online. It can involve someone pushing you, 
hitting you, teasing you or calling you names, 
being ignored and left out, threatening you or 
sending nasty texts or e-mails, having money or 
other possessions taken or messed about with, 
or spreading nasty rumours about you 
 
Standing up to bullying can be really hard, but 
it can also be a great way to build your 
confidence. Alice and Julia provide  their tips. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TGfWS-tEyeA  

 

 
 
 
Being bullied can be a really difficult experience, 
which can have a long-lasting affect on some 
people. A video click  tells us about “Dinas”  
experience of being bullied at school and what 
impact it had on her life.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkuJwbHCg4E 
 
 
Diversity  
People can be different and diverse in many 
ways; gender is one of them, and Jake Edwards 
is here to tell us how he feels about it from a 
trans guy's perspective.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=plQv1YMfJN8  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.o2.co.uk%2Fhelp%2Fnspcc&data=01%7C01%7CCatherine.Small%40NSPCC.org.uk%7C102d38095477464ee55608d53bd57451%7C3c4f002a8d6d4ede8372faf47ca8473f%7C0&sdata=o4Z8ZN6XHfHapbiqP3Mevn4tLz72khksR20UpD
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nspcc.org.uk%2Fwhat-we-do%2Fcampaigns%2Ftrust-to-lead%2F&data=01%7C01%7CCatherine.Small%40NSPCC.org.uk%7C102d38095477464ee55608d53bd57451%7C3c4f002a8d6d4ede8372faf47ca8473f%7C0&sdata=HWDoM
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DTGfWS-tEyeA&data=01%7C01%7CCatherine.Small%40NSPCC.org.uk%7C102d38095477464ee55608d53bd57451%7C3c4f002a8d6d4ede8372faf47ca8473f%7C0&sdata=jI0vqVzzk5n8KAeng%2FaIEn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkuJwbHCg4EC:/Users/Roberts003c/Documents/Network%20Monitor%203
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DplQv1YMfJN8&data=01%7C01%7CCatherine.Small%40NSPCC.org.uk%7C102d38095477464ee55608d53bd57451%7C3c4f002a8d6d4ede8372faf47ca8473f%7C0&sdata=b86kj67eOZfTwF3u9NAv%2Fr

