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Explore and discover for free the 
inspiring places, spaces, history and 
culture that make our city so special!

Between Thursday 11 and Sunday 14 September 
2014 you can have free access to events and 
properties that are usually closed to the public or 
normally charge for admission.  Take a boat trip, 
visit a museum, go on a tour of a pottery or mine! 

Heritage Open Days have been running for 20 
years and are a free national annual celebration 
of England’s architecture and culture. Every year 
on four days in September, buildings of every 
age, style and function throw open their doors. 
It is a once-a-year chance to discover fantastic 
architecture and enjoy a wide range of tours, 
events and activities that bring local history and 
culture to life. 

Heritage Open Days is organised by a huge 
network of people who share a passion for 
places, history and culture. Locally, over 1,400 
organisations and some 40,000 volunteers 
organise thousands of site openings and events, 
jointly attracting over 1 million visitors. They make 
Heritage Open Days England’s biggest voluntary 
cultural event.

On a national level, the programme is managed 
by the Heritage Open Days National Partnership 
and funded by English Heritage. 

To search the online directory of events go to 
www.heritageopendays.org.uk

The Heritage Open Days National partnership Supported nationally by
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1

Chatterley Whitfield Colliery Tour

Chatterley Whitfield, 
Biddulph Road, Tunstall, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 8UW  

13 September: 
Pre-booked tours between 
10am - 3.30pm

The Chatterley Whitfield Colliery site is acknowledged to be the 
most comprehensive survival of a deep mine site in England. 
You will be guided around the site by the Friends of Chatterley 
Whitfield. Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult, 
no children under 7 are allowed. Due to the nature of the site 
there is no disabled access - sturdy footwear must be worn at 
all times, without exception. 
To book: www.chatwhittour2014.eventbrite.co.uk

P

2

Middleport Pottery (home of Burleigh)

Middleport Pottery, Port Street, 
Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST6 3PE 

13 September: Tours 11am, 1pm 
and 3pm
(max 20 people per tour) 

Learn more about The Prince’s Regeneration Trust’s work at 
Middleport Pottery. Visit areas not on the usual factory tour 
and see some of the highlights of the buildings architecture. 
Hour-long tours are available but places are limited. Please 
note this is NOT a factory tour. Due to the historic nature of the 
building the tour is not suitable for those with limited mobility.  
The Visitor Centre is fully accessible and shows a video of the 
factory tour.  Free family crafts 11am - 4pm. Children welcome 
on the tour under close supervision of parent/guardian.
To book contact Teresa Fox-Wells on 01782 499766 
or email Middleport@princes-regeneration.org
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3 Classic Car, Commercial and Military 
Vehicle Rally

Visitors car park and entrance: 
Etruria Industrial Museum, 
Kilndown Close, Etruria Vale 
Road, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 4RB
For disabled parking and rally 
vehicles: Lower Bedford Street, 
Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST4 7AF 

14 September: 11am - 5pm

We will be hosting a Classic Car, Commercial and Military 
Vehicle Rally on the museum’s event field with a relaxed 
atmosphere and attractive canal side location. 

The display also corresponds with our September Steaming 
Weekend with Jesse Shirley’s Bone & Flint Mill in operation 
and the tea room open for business.
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4 Historic Narrowboat Trips

Etruria Industrial Museum, 
Kilndown Close, off Etruria Vale 
Road, Etruria, 
stoke-on-Trent, ST1 4RB 

13 and 14 September: 
leave Etruria at 10.30am and 
1.30pm. Returns to Etruria at 
1pm and 4pm

Travel from Etruria to Middleport Pottery and back along 
the Trent and Mersey canal in the newly restored historic 
narrow boat Lindsay. You will sit in the hold of the boat as we 
glide to Middleport Pottery, recently opened by HRH Prince 
Charles. You can look around the works, visit the factory 
shop and have a cup of tea in the cafe before rejoining 
the Lindsay for your return to Etruria. Free but donations 
welcome! Numbers are restricted to 12 visitors per trip. 
Booking is essential.
To book: info@etruriaboatgroup.org.uk
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Access to the boat is by stairs, 
no disabled access
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6 Emma Bridgewater Factory Tours

Emma Bridgewater Factory, 
Lichfield Street, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 3EJ 

11 September: Tours 10am, 
11.30am and 1.30pm
12 September: Tours 10am 
and 11.30am

If you’ve never been inside a factory, then you are in for a treat. 
From the throwing of the clay to the final firing and decorating, 
come and meet the skilled people who create the pottery you 
love. Our factory tours offer a fascinating glimpse behind the 
scenes at the Emma Bridgewater factory. Our knowledgeable 
guides take you through the production of our world famous 
pottery. Tours last around 45 minutes
To book call: 01782 201328

£ P P

5 Hanley Park Restoration Walk

Cleveland Rd, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 4DX

Access to the park is via 
College Road (pedestrians only), 
The Parkway (vehicles and 
pedestrians) and Avenue Road 
(vehicles). The meeting point for 
the walk will be the former bowls 
pavilion. 

11 September 6pm

Find out what’s in store for the proposed restoration of Hanley 
Park, with Park Liaison Officer Tom Pine and the Friends of 
Hanley Park – refreshments provided.

P WC P

Heritage of Retail in Burslem7
Burslem School of Art, 
Queen Street, Burslem 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 3EJ 

11 September: 10am - 11.30am

Join historian and columnist, Fred Hughes and urbanist, Andy 
Perkin to consider the past and future of retail in Burslem. We 
will look into the past of key buildings in Burslem town centre, 
explore the ways in which they are being sensitively restored 
and consider what the future holds for the town in competition 
with big retail centres and the internet.
To book contact Andy Perkin on 01782 819067 
or email secretary@potteries.org.uk

Kilnworx Climbing Centre8
Wycliffe Street, Burslem, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 3ET 

11 September: 1pm - 5pm
12 September: 1pm - 5pm
13 September: 1pm - 5pm

Climbing centre activities at this historic building. 
Come and have a go for free!
www.kilnworx.org

£ WC

Lunatic Astronomy and The Wedgwood 
Institute

Burslem School of Art, 
Queen Street, Burslem,
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 3EJ 

12 September: 10.30am
(max 25 people) 

The Lunar Society was one of the most influential groups 
in the 18th century, no aspect of science and industry was 
overlooked at their monthly dinner parties. Andrew Lound 
considers the Wedgwood Institute facade and tells the story 
of the Lunar Society’s interests in astronomy. A dramatic 
presentation beautifully illustrated and accompanied by music 
and presented with 18th century flair!
To book contact Andy Mackay on 01782 232522 or email 
andy.mackay@stoke.gov.uk

P
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www.heritageopendays.org.uk facebook.com/heritageopendays @heritageopenday

9 Historic Tour of the Leopard Hotel and 
Open Mic

The Leopard Hotel, 
21 Market Place, Burslem, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 3AA 

11 September: 1pm, 2pm and 
3pm (max 15 people per tour, 
over 18’s only)

Pre-book to discover the secrets behind one of Burslem’s most 
characteristic, historic and famous buildings with a behind the 
scenes historic tour of the hotel that once had ambitions of 
being ‘The Savoy of The North’.
To book contact Andy Mackay on 01782 232522 
or email andy.mackay@stoke.gov.uk

Steep stairs to upper floors of the hotel

mailto:secretary%40potteries.org.uk?subject=Heritage%20Open%20Days%202014
http://www.kilnworx.org
mailto:andy.mackay%40stoke.gov.uk?subject=Heritage%20Open%20Days%20-%20Lunatic%20Astronomy
http://www.heritageopendays.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/heritageopendays
https://twitter.com/heritageopenday
mailto:andy.mackay%40stoke.gov.uk?subject=Heritage%20Open%20Days%202014%20-%20Leopard%20Tour


Bethesda Chapel Open Day including 
WW1 Exhibition

35-37 Albion Street, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1QF 

13 September: 12pm - 3pm
Choir performance

The whole chapel is open for visitors and this year we have a 
special WW1 exhibition which relates to ‘Bethesda Our Boys’ 
who fought in WW1. The exhibition includes some of their 
stories, examples of comfort boxes and other memorabilia. The 
exhibition will be regularly enhanced and will be ongoing for 
the next two years.  Free but donations are welcome. Nearest 
toilets are across the road at the Museum. 

11

12 Gladstone Pottery Museum Craft Fair 

Gladstone Pottery Museum, 
Uttoxeter Road, Longton, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST3 1PQ 

14 September: 10am - 5pm

Explore Gladstone Pottery Museum, the only complete 
Victorian pottery factory, free of charge! Watch 
demonstrations of pottery skills and explore the iconic bottle 
ovens. The cobbled courtyard will be filled with craft stalls 
from local makers. The site has plenty of interactive and 
exciting areas for children and families to explore. Have a 
go at throwing a pot, make a bone china flower or decorate 
pottery for a small charge.

£ P P WC

13 Ford Green Hall 

Ford Green Hall, 
Ford Green Road, Smallthorne, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 1NG 

14 September: 11am - 4pm

Visit the Hall and its garden.  Watch demonstrations of 
spinning and embroidery. Tap your feet to Bill the musician. 
See a working forge with a display of armour! Enjoy tea and 
coffee in our tea room.

£ P

14 CoRE - Warm and Healthy Homes Show

Centre of Refurbishment 
Excellence (CoRE), 
Normacot Road, Longton, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST3 1PR

12 & 13 September: 10am – 3pm
14 September: 11am - 1pm
Only building and kiln open

Come along and learn how to feel warmer, be healthier and 
live greener.   There will be face painting, an eco trail, punch 
and judy shows and lots more happening throughout the day. 
Refreshments will be available to purchase or you can bring 
your own. You can also visit the site’s free memory exhibition in 
the fourth kiln on Short Street that showcases the history and 
objects of the site. It also acts as a time-capsule to store and 
share local people’s memories from around Longton.
14 September there are no refreshments available and no 
demonstrations.
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15 Stoke Minster Open Day 

Stoke Minster, Glebe Street, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 1HG 

13 September: 10am - 3pm
(max 12 people per guided 
tour)

A WW1 exhibition and a chance to see the newly restored WW1 
stained glass window. Ceramic memorials to the great local 
potters including a Flaxman sculpture of Josiah Wedgwood. 
Uniquely interesting Minton & Hollins memorial wall tiles as well 
as the beautiful floor tiles in the chancel. Organ recital at 12.30 
on the magnificent Walker organ. A display of vintage prams. 
Fine tapestries. Guided tours around the Minster and grounds. 
Not suitable for children under the age of 3.

P P
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Key
Event specially put on 
for HOD

Not usually open to 
the public

Assistance dogs 
welcome

Parking

Baby changing / 
breast feeding area

Pushchair/pram 
friendly

Children/family 
activities available

Refreshments 
available

Disabled parking Toilets on-site
On-site accessible 
toilets

Usual admission fee 
waived

Full wheelchair access
Partial wheelchair 
access

Celebrate our city’s fantastic local architecture and culture 
with Heritage Open Days 2014
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For more places to visit and 
information on getting around 
Stoke-on-Trent go to 
visitstoke.co.uk

17 Spode Works Visitor Centre

Spode Works Visitor Centre, 
Former Spode Works, 
Elenora Street, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST4 1QD 

12 September: 10.30am - 4pm 
13 September: 10.30am - 4pm 
14 September: 10.30am - 4pm

The centre tells the stories of the Spode factory, the workers, 
the everyday and amazing things they made, and showcases 
a selection of items from the Spode Museum Trust. There 
are films, images, interactive displays and activities. Also 
heritage skills demonstrations and short tours round the 
exterior of the historic buildings on the site.
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Mitchell Arts Centre Open Day

Mitchell Arts Centre, 
Broad Street, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 4HG

13 September: 
10.30am-11.30am

Take a tour of the famous Mitchell Arts Centre building and 
go behind the scenes before showtime! Wander into the 
dressing room, dance studio and workshop. Go on stage and 
peer into the magnificent auditorium from the stage. This will 
be followed by a showing of film The Mitch at 50, produced 
by Staffordshire Film Archive. Event not suitable for children 
under the age of 7.
Building tour must be booked in advance.
Booking Contact: Box Office 01782 409307
Email: boxoffice@mitchellartscentre.co.uk
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