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Introduction  
  
Mineral resources provide important raw materials for new development. For example, brick clay is 
used for making bricks and tiles, and aggregates (sand, gravel and crushed rock) for hardcore, 
road building and landscaping.  
  
Minerals can only be worked where they naturally occur, and there is limited flexibility over the 
locations where working can take place. Much of Stoke-on-Trent’s mineral resources have already 
been sterilised by built development, and further extraction of minerals is unlikely within the built-up 
areas of the city.  
  
  
Mineral Resources  
  
There are two main mineral resources in the city: coal and clay. Indeed the city’s existence, history 
and industrial heritage are the direct result of the availability of these materials. There are currently 
no active workings for either in the city, although permissions for clay extraction exist.  
  
Coal  
  
The Potteries Coalfield is centred on the Potteries conurbation, and is roughly a triangular shape. 
Its Productive Coal Measures are regarded as a shallow coalfield, with both coal and its overlying 
strata visible on the surface. Approximately forty coal horizons are recorded as having been 
worked in the past, with a considerable decline in deep mining activity through the 1980’s leading 
to the end of coal production in the 1990’s.   
  
The industry is a significant land user and owner, having a major influence on the landscape 
character and urban form of parts of the city. Significant parts of the coalfield are overlain by urban 
development.  
  
Clay  
  
Clay extraction has been taking place since before the 18th Century. The industry forms an 
important part of the city’s history, with the dependant pottery industries resulting in the Stoke area 
becoming known as “The Potteries”. The clay is found in the Etruria Formation, which overlies the 
Productive Coal Measures, and is known locally as Etruria Marl. It is mainly confined to the West 
Midlands, with the majority outcropping in Staffordshire and the City of Stoke-on-Trent.   
  
Etruria Marl is regarded as being of inherently good quality, although there are three different 
horizons in relation to its quality: Lower, Middle and Upper. The Upper Division is inferior to the 
Lower and Middle Divisions, where the highest quality is found. The quality differences between 
the divisions is an important consideration in the city, because most of the remaining high quality 
Etruria Marls have been sterilized by built development, leaving scarce remaining exploitable 
reserves.  
  
  
National Planning Policy Background  
  
The national policy framework for minerals is set out in Minerals Policy Statements (MPS) and 
Minerals Policy Guidance (MPG). These complement, but do not replace or overrule, other national 
planning policies, and should be read in conjunction with other relevant statements of national 
planning policy. MPS1 sets out the Government’s key overarching policies and principles which 
apply to all minerals. It is accompanied by a Practice Guide, which sets out (in paragraphs 17-26)  



how the relevant Planning Authorities should address minerals within their Local Development 
Frameworks.  
  
  
Local Planning Policy Background  
  
Stoke-on-Trent City Council has been a Unitary Authority since Local Government reorganisation 
in 1996. It therefore acts as the Minerals Planning Authority for the city. Prior to the introduction of 
Local Development Frameworks, Stoke-on-Trent City Council and Staffordshire County Council 
jointly prepared the Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Minerals Local Plan. Responsibility for 
Minerals planning in Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough rests with Staffordshire County Council.  
  
The Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Minerals Local Plan covered the period 1994-2006. On 
commencement of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act in September 2004, the Plan was 
‘saved’ in its entirety for a period of 3 years. In September 2007, the Secretary of State issued a 
Direction which saves parts of the Plan until they are replaced by relevant LDF documents. 
Proposal 3 of the Plan is saved, continuing the designation of Mineral Safeguard Areas for Etruria 
Marl in North Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent.  
  
The principle of safeguarding reserves is continued in the emerging Newcastle-under-Lyme and 
Stoke-on-Trent Core Spatial Strategy (Policy 8). The extent of reserves referred to in this Policy 
are based on the best information available from the British Geological Survey, in accordance with 
the BGS publication “A guide to mineral safeguarding in England”.  
  
  
Key Considerations  
  
Provision of supply – coal  
  
There are currently no operational coal workings, but it is possible that interest still remains. 
Proposals for new or reopened operations should not be ruled out in the future, and these would 
be given appropriate consideration if they arise and judged against national and regional policy. 
  
Provision of supply – clay  
  
Extant permissions exist at Copshurst (Lightwood), and Bankeyfields, Hollywall Lane (Chatterley 
Valley).   
  
Copshurst Quarry has a complex planning history, originating with Interim Development Order 
permissions and including a range of enforcement issues and legal considerations.  
  
Expressions of interest have been received relating to further land at both locations. Mineral 
Safeguard Areas (MSAs) have been designated to ensure the availability of these resources (see 
above). These MSAs have been reviewed in the light of current Minerals Policy Guidance, and on 
a site-by-site basis to ensure that they remain appropriate. 


