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Purpose of the Report 
 
To inform members of the requirement to prepare a Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment 
 
Recommendations  
 
That the information be received 

 
 
Reasons 
The preparation of a Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment is required by national 
planning policy, set out in Planning Policy Statement 3: Housing (PPS3) and will necessitate 
some ‘public’ consultation.   This information report is therefore brought to the committee to 
explain the context and help Members respond to any public comment about the exercise. 
 
1. Background 
 
1.1  Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessments are a key component of the evidence 

base to support the delivery of sufficient land for housing to meet the need for more 
homes. These assessments are required by national planning policy, set out in 
Planning Policy Statement 3: Housing (PPS3). The aim is to ensure that land 
availability is not a constraint on the delivery of the Government’s priority to build more 
homes. 

 
1.2  PPS 3 requires local planning authorities to: 
 

• Identify specific, deliverable sites for the first five years of a plan that are ready for 
development. 

• Identify specific, deliverable sites for 6 -10 years 
• Indicate broad locations for future growth 

 
1.3 PPS3 notes that the initial five year land supply is of crucial importance.  Members 
will be aware that this Council has already demonstrated in the Annual Housing 
Development Monitoring Report a robust supply of land committed for development for a 
period longer than five years. 
 
2. Purpose of the Assessment 
 
2.1 The primary role of the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (hereafter 

referred to as the Assessment) is to: 
 

• identify as many sites as possible with potential for housing; 
• assess their housing potential; and 
• assess when they are likely to be developed. 

 
2.2 The ultimate aim is to ensure that the local authority has as a minimum a 10 year 

supply of housing land. The 10 year supply includes commitments (i.e. developments 



with planning permission) developments under construction and or sites allocated in a 
development plan.  

 
2.3 The Assessment is not a one-off study, and updating it will become an integral part of 

each Annual Monitoring Report. The guidance suggests it will be particularly useful in 
supporting the updating of the housing trajectory. Regular updating will seek to ensure 
that planning is sufficiently responsive to market information. 

 
2.4 The information provided in the Assessment is expected in the future to be a major 

requirement for meeting targets in the new Housing and Planning Delivery Grant, 
currently the subject of a consultation exercise. 

 
3.0 Partnership Approach 
 
3.1 The published guidance advocates that a local planning authority works together with 

key stakeholders, to undertake assessments to ensure a joined-up and robust 
approach. It further advises that key stakeholders should include house builders, social 
landlords, local property agents, local communities and other agencies, such as the 
Housing Corporation and English Partnerships. It considers that such stakeholders can 
provide expertise and knowledge to take a view on the deliverability and developability 
of sites and how market conditions may affect economic viability. Part of the discussion 
would consider how constraints on the delivery of identified sites could be overcome 
and when. 

 
3.2 Whilst there is a definite advantage of involving such a wide range of stakeholders to 

help identify as many sites as possible with housing potential within the Borough, your 
officers are aware that this process might be seen as an opportunity for such groups to 
vie for land, in which they have an interest, to be allocated for housing. Therefore in 
arranging any consultation events your officers will be mindful of the need to make it 
very clear that the inclusion of any such land at this stage is not giving a green light for 
development.  Moreover, we will be able to stress that as we have a robust five year 
supply of land, we are not in urgent need of finding additional sites and do not need to 
take a flexible approach on other policies to do so. 

 
3.3.1 Conducting these discussions in public will also ensure that the Assessment findings 

are robust and transparently prepared. 
 
3.4 Key stakeholders will also be involved in updating the Assessment but the guidance 

suggests that their involvement would not need to be on an annual basis.  
 
4.0 Next Steps 
 
4.1 This exercise will be a key tool for identifying our future housing land supply and as 

such will be used to form part of the evidence base for the Core Strategy. It is 
therefore preferable that the Assessment is completed prior to the planned submission 
of the Core Strategy in March next year and certainly before any Examination in 
Public. 

 
5.0 Background Papers 
 

• Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessments Practice Guidance, Communities 
and Local Government July 2007 

• Planning Policy Statement 3: Delivering the Family and Affordable Homes 
Communities Need, Communities and Local Government, November 2006 

• Housing & planning Delivery Grant (HPDG) Consultation on allocation and 
mechanism, Communities and Local Government, October 2007. 

 
 


