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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 Providing good quality parks and green space is essential when creating 

sustainable communities.  The development of good quality parks and green 
space should be recognised as making a significant contribution to attaining 
wider environmental, economic and social regeneration ambitions: 

 
• Environmental benefits: by promoting biodiversity, improving 

environmental quality and responding to the need to adapt to, and 
lessen the effects of, climate change. 

 
• Economic regeneration: by creating attractive settings for inward 

investment and raising housing market values. 
 
• Social benefits: by providing space for recreation, play, exercise 

and relaxation; by providing health benefits; by creating safer 
environments and reducing crime; by presenting opportunities to 
experience and learn at first-hand about our natural environment 
and by providing a community focus and common ground where 
people can come together to demonstrate and celebrate diversity. 

 
1.2 Urban North Staffordshire has a rich history of providing green space, from 

formal public parks created during the late 1800s to significant land 
reclamation schemes implemented during the 1970s.  Today the area has a 
wealth of parks and green space and this is one of its key strengths.  

 
1.3 Despite being highly valued by local communities, the quality of many green 

spaces in urban North Staffordshire has declined, particularly over the last 20 
years.  This is now being tackled by conurbation wide initiatives such as 
Greening for Growth and smaller individual community based projects, but to 
realise the potential offered by the area’s green assets, more must be done.  

 
1.4 The coordinated delivery, management and  maintenance of the region’s 

green assets will help realise their potential to ensure that urban North 
Staffordshire is a vibrant and attractive place where people will choose to 
invest, live, learn, work and play.  

 
1.5 This green space strategy is one of a number of strategies and initiatives that 

are being coordinated to deliver successful housing market renewal (HMR) 
across the conurbation.  Research and policy used to inform HMR has 
identified that the region’s green spaces have a significant role to play in its 
successful delivery.  It also forms a key part of the evidence base required to 
meet PPG17 requirements for developing local spatial planning policy in the 
Local Development Framework (LDF). 

 
1.6 To capture this value, a coordinated strategy for the protection, 

enhancement, management and delivery of green space needs to be 
adopted. To realise the full potential of the region’s parks and green spaces, 
it will be necessary to ensure that their development, improvement, use and, 
in some cases, potential disposal, forms an essential part of coordinated 
physical, environmental, economic and social regeneration strategies.   
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1.7 It is clear that realising the potential of the conurbation’s green space will 

require additional resources and further investment in terms of improvement, 
development, management and maintenance. However, there are limited 
resources available within both local authorities and North Staffordshire 
Regeneration Partnership (NSRP).  This means the focus should be 
concentrated on: 

 
 Identifying and agreeing clear priorities 

 
 Arranging and using existing internal resources as efficiently and 
effectively as possible 

 
 Working in partnership with other agencies 

 
 Targeting use of revenue raised through disposal or planning gain to 
maximise its impact on the quality of green space and the degree to 
which it meets community need 

 
 Maximising the amount of grant assistance that can be accrued, 
particularly by working in partnership with local communities.   

 
1.8 To be effective, the above efforts must also be fully coordinated.  This task 

should not be underestimated in terms of its complexity.  Without clear 
priorities, clear lines of responsibility and communication and sufficient 
internal resource to coordinate, seek and secure required levels of assistance, 
particularly through partnership arrangements, a step-change in the quality 
and level of contribution made by the conurbation’s green space across a 
range of agendas is unlikely to be achieved.  

 
1.9 It is important that the development and implementation of green space 

actions are not considered in isolation from other local issues and hence, this 
green space strategy sets out a strategic framework that should be fully 
considered at a local level before it is introduced.  

 
1.10 This strategy recommends a comprehensive and inclusive approach to green 

space development and management across authorities, departments and 
agencies, underpinned by real and effective community involvement, 
appropriate information collection and management and a concerted effort to 
encourage the wider and increased use of green space.  

 
The Value of Parks and Green Space  

 
1.11 Parks and green spaces are amongst the largest and most familiar assets 

controlled by local government.  However, the significance of these green 
assets has been underestimated for many years, both within North 
Staffordshire and across the UK. Along with the non-statutory status of parks 
and green space, this has led to a reduction of their development. 
Maintenance has also been a prime target for cost savings across local 
government during the past 20 years.  However, increasing central 
government concern about the condition of the nation’s green space is 
leading to improvement to parks and green space through wider urban 
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renaissance, particularly in light of the Urban White Paper, Our Towns and 
Cities: The Future - Delivering an Urban Renaissance (2000). 

 
1.12 To understand the value and importance of parks and green space it is worth 

considering the significance and benefits of these assets compared to other 
assets traditionally controlled by local government. Parks and green spaces 
have many strengths:    

 
 Attract many regular comments from local residents 

 
 Lead to a high level of daily contact with the whole community, either 
directly or indirectly 

 
 Offer an effective, constructive rallying point for partnership work, 
community involvement, capacity building and effective consultation 

 
 Engender a sense of local pride, community cohesion and sense of 
belonging 

 
 Offer the potential to draw communities together, celebrate diversity 
and provide space for shared celebrations, from cultural events to 
community carnivals and fun days 

 
 Offer the potential to make a positive impact on the general mental and 
physical health of our communities and the environmental quality of the 
areas where they live 

 
 Offer the potential to make a positive impact on the reduction of anti-
social behaviour within urban areas, particularly associated with young 
people 

 
 Offer the opportunity to make a positive impact on the effects of 
pollution and help combat climate change   

 
 Can bring nature to the urban environment and can help define the 
structure of urban settlements 

 
 Offer the potential to make a positive impact on the quality of life of all 
people living in North Staffordshire 

 
 Offer the potential to help create a generally positive image of the 
conurbation 

 
 Are accessible and provide wide appeal to the entire community. 

 
1.13 There is real potential to create a good quality network of green space that 

can improve the image of the conurbation and provide facilities that meet the 
diverse needs of its modern local communities.  There is also opportunity to 
provide linkages between these green spaces through such initiatives as the 
development of wildlife corridors through urban areas and linkages between 
urban areas and the surrounding countryside and green belt.  These green 
spaces should include a sites ranging from large areas providing many 
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facilities that serve wide catchment areas, to smaller local sites with fewer 
facilities geared more to wards’ local need. 

 
1.14 The key is to ensure that there is the right mix of different types of green 

space and that the function of respective sites is identified.  This will ensure 
that the diverse range of community need is met and that respective sites are 
designed, improved and maintained appropriately. Each site must be equally 
inclusive and available to all members of the community whatever facilities 
they provide. 

 
1.15 Newcastle-under-Lyme and Stoke-on-Trent have a number of areas that 

would qualify for the designation of ‘sub-regional’ park.  This designation 
means that the green space is of strategic importance, having the potential to 
impact on the whole conurbation and attract visitors from the whole of North 
Staffordshire. To achieve this, these parks must be of the highest quality. 

 
1.16 The City of Stoke-on-Trent has established that its primary regeneration 

initiative is the city centre.   The magnitude of this initiative means that it will 
in effect determine priorities across a wide range of regeneration projects. 
Regeneration projects that can contribute directly towards the future success 
of the city centre must be considered as priority projects within Stoke-on-
Trent. Similarly, in Newcastle-under-Lyme, the town centre is the Borough’s 
largest employment area and the primary focus for public and private sector 
investment in regeneration activity. Projects which work towards this aim will 
be allocated priority status. The town centre is a key area in terms of the 
future social and economic well-being of North Staffordshire as a whole. 

 
1.17 The successful regeneration of the city centre and Newcastle town centre will 

require NSRP to identify and realise existing natural advantages - unique 
selling points that, when realised, will help the strategic centres to compete 
with other centres across the UK. 

 
1.18 The city centre has the benefit of two large parks located immediately to its 

north and south: Central Forest Park and Hanley Park respectively, while in 
Newcastle there are three parks neighbouring the town centre: Brampton 
Park, Lyme Valley Parkway and Queen Elizabeth Park.  These parks are some 
of the most obvious natural advantages offered by the strategic centres and 
are an essential part of their setting and character.  If developed in a 
complementary manner, these parks can significantly increase the 
attractiveness of the strategic centres as places to visit, work, shop, recreate, 
live or invest.    

 
1.19 From a city perspective, if developed to meet their full potential it is possible 

to envisage decisions to make recreational shopping visits to Stoke-on-Trent 
city centre being connected to the ability to visit Central Forest Park and 
Hanley Park.  Two, high quality, complementary parks can form a significant 
unique selling point for the city centre.  In their own right, both parks can 
form high quality destinations, attracting large numbers of visitors.  However, 
the synergy produced by their grouping with the city centre will ensure the 
respective success of each part and the whole. In particular, both parks offer 
the opportunity to host large events that can be used to attract considerable 
numbers of visitors to the city centre and stimulate commercial activity.  
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1.20 This is also true regarding the relationship between Newcastle town centre 

and Brampton Park, Lyme Valley Parkway and Queen Elizabeth Park with the 
latter two having the added benefit of direct links to the proposed Pool Dam 
waterside development site to the south of the town centre. To the west of 
the town centre the proposed Newcastle-under-Lyme College redevelopment 
and Sports Village will provide a North Staffordshire sports facility on The 
Wammy adding another unique dimension to the town centre. This will also 
strengthen the green corridor link from the town to Apedale Community 
Country Park to the west of the conurbation.  

 
1.21 This designation of the parks recognises the difference in scale in each of 

them and their capacity to take in facilities and visitors. The difference in 
proximity to the city or town centre and their different nature and heritage 
impacting on the scale and type of development that each can accommodate 
are also factors to consider. 

 
1.22 If these parks are to contribute fully towards the success of the strategic 

centres, it is essential that they are clearly linked to and become easily 
accessible to and from them.  Therefore, the regeneration of the strategic 
centres must look at physical and transport links between the city and town 
centre and the parks.  Ideally, links should be so effective that they ensure 
that park and town become one, with ease of movement and therefore 
freedom of choice across the combined space.      

 
1.23 Irrespective of the nature of further development, it is essential that the key, 

fundamental  barriers to use of green space as identified within this strategy 
are addressed when developing significant parks, particularly safety (crime) 
issues. 

 
1.24 It is recommended that Central Forest Park, Parkhall Country Park and 

Apedale Country Park, should become Sub-Regional Parks and that this 
number should not be exceeded for the following reasons: 

 
 Additional parks could dilute the total number of visitors using Sub-

Regional Parks. As a consequence, each respective site could receive 
fewer visits than required to sustain the park   

 Additional parks could detract from the uniqueness of Sub-Regional 
Parks  

 The cost involved in sustaining additional Sub-Regional Parks is likely to 
be prohibitive 

 There are no other existing parks in the conurbation that display the 
same natural advantages to become Sub-Regional Parks  

 The creation of completely new Sub-Regional Parks would detract from 
initiatives to improve existing District and Neighbourhood Parks or 
upgrade identified existing parks to Sub-Regional standards 

 The identified parks will complement each other rather than directly 
compete. 

 
1.25 In both Newcastle-under-Lyme and Stoke-on-Trent there are also natural, 

existing candidates for the designation of ‘District Park’.  This designation 
means that the green space is of strategic importance, having an impact on a 
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significant area and attracting visitors from across this area and beyond.  It 
should therefore be of a very high quality. 

 
1.26 Stoke-on-Trent has the benefit of several sites that already perform this 

function to some extent but with considerable room for greater cross-city 
use.  These sites include: Westport Lake, Hanley Park, Bucknall Park, and the 
Sub-Regional Parks.  To a lesser extent, Fenton Park also receives citywide 
use due to its comparatively high content of senior football pitches. In 
Newcastle, the sites which already perform a ‘District Park’ function to some 
extent are Lyme Valley Parkway, Brampton Park, Bathpool Park and 
Wolstanton Park and Marsh alongside the Sub-regional site at Apedale 
Community Country Park. The potential of these parks could be more fully 
realised with the appropriate level of investment. 

 
1.27 Stoke-on-Trent also has the benefit of sites that may not currently provide 

citywide appeal and use but have the potential to do so, given appropriate 
levels of investment.  These sites include Tunstall Park, Burslem Park, 
Longton Park and Milton Park. 

 
1.28 Hanley Park has the potential to contribute towards the success of the city 

centre.  In this respect, the development of Hanley Park should be considered 
to be of greater priority than all the city’s parks, other than Central Forest 
Park.  In addition to its closeness to the city centre, Hanley Park has a 
number of other natural advantages when compared to the City’s other 
District Parks.  The park is located on the shortest route between the city 
centre and the city’s main train station, it is close to the city’s main bus 
station and it is very easy to access from the main A500 road that runs 
through Stoke-on-Trent.  It is also dissected by a canal that benefits from a 
considerable amount of recreational use and links the park directly via a 
green route to many areas in Stoke-on-Trent, it is in close proximity to a 
number of new residential developments, including City Waterside, and forms 
a considerable community asset in the forming University Quarter. 

 
1.29 Similarly in Newcastle the potential for Lyme Valley Parkway, Queen Elizabeth 

Park and Brampton Park to contribute to the regeneration of the town centre 
has previously been mentioned. All three parks are situated on the outer 
edge of the ring road within easy walking distance of the town centre and 
bus station. Lyme Valley Parkway and Queen Elizabeth Park are part of the 
Lyme Brook corridor which runs along the south boundary of the town centre 
and incorporates the Pool Dam waterside development site as well as a 
number of recently built residential developments. 

 
1.30 The redevelopment of Newcastle College and the proposed Sports Village to 

the western fringe of the town centre will bring a unique dimension to 
Newcastle, linking it via the Wammy to Knutton and Cross Heath, the primary 
focus for public sector investment in Housing Market Renewal. The 
designation of these sites as District Parks provides the necessary number of 
facilities except for two in Stoke-on-Trent and one in Newcastle.  When these 
existing parks are plotted on a map of the study area they leave four obvious 
gaps, all in the south of the conurbation.  The gap at Trentham can be 
discounted due to the presence of Trentham Gardens but this leaves gaps in 
the Meir area, Stoke and the southern part of Newcastle.  Therefore, it is 
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proposed to create District Parks on three existing sites in those areas at 
Mollinson Road, Campbell Road Allotments and Wye Road Playing Fields. 

 
1.31 The existing parks that are to be designated as District Parks have a range of 

natural advantages: 
 

 They are relatively large sites offering a considerable ‘green’ 
environment in urban areas 

 They are of heritage value or have an established function 
 They have a well established, significant built and natural infrastructure, 

most including toilet facilities 
 They either currently have, or have the potential to accommodate, large, 

high quality play and recreation facilities to meet high levels of demand 
 They either currently have, or have the potential to accommodate, a 

range of sports facilities 
 They are situated in urban areas with good transport links, including 

public transport 
 They offer, or have the potential to offer, a high quality landscape and 

setting 
 They offer, or have the potential to offer, accommodation for large scale 

events 
 They attract, or have the potential to attract, extra commercial activity 
 Some have recently received considerable investment and all have a real 

potential to attract considerable amounts of additional, external grant 
aid 

 They have the potential to, accommodate large numbers of visitors 
 They will all provide an ideal opportunity to take in extra services such 

as youth and play workers 
 
1.32 An approach based on the improvement of existing parks is considered the 

most efficient, economic and effective manner to meet the District Park 
standard. It should be noted that virtually all the parks recommended to 
become District Parks are served well by public transport.   

 
1.33 It is strongly recommended that Management Plans are drawn up for the 

identified sub-regional and district parks as a priority and that this process is 
used to fill the fine detail of the exact content, layout maintenance and 
management approach applied to each and ensure a high level of quality.   

 
1.34 To deliver a robust strategy that achieves what has been described here it is 

crucial that a clear vision is established, supported by realistic, yet ambitious, 
aims and objectives that are measurable.  The following section sets this out. 
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2. Scope of the Study 
 
2.1 The purpose of the green space strategy is to ensure that green space in 

urban North Staffordshire fulfils its potential to deliver a wide range of 
environmental, economic and social benefits through a strategic approach to 
planning and management. 

 
Vision 

 
2.2 There is already considerable political and local support for a Green Space 

Strategy.  During May 2005, officers from Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough 
Council, the City of Stoke-on-Trent and RENEW North Staffordshire drew up a 
vision statement that could be used as a basis for the management and 
delivery of green space across the conurbation. 

 
2.3 This common vision, endorsed by local politicians, community representatives 

and other stakeholders at workshops held in 2005 and 2006, is to: 
 

“Create and promote a balanced network of community-focused, 
valued, safe, sustainable, accessible, interesting and well-managed 
green spaces that enhance the quality of life, local identity and 
economic prosperity within urban North Staffordshire.” 

 
Aims 

 
2.4 The green space strategy aims to: 
 

 Ensure that the strategic planning, management and maintenance of the 
conurbation’s green space supports the environmental, economic and 
social regeneration of urban North Staffordshire 
 

 Improve the quality, accessibility and coherence of green spaces within 
urban North Staffordshire  

 
 Promote the coordination of responsibilities and resource allocation across 

agencies, authorities and local groups to improve service delivery and to 
maximise the potential of available funding 

 
 Raise the profile and importance of quality green space as a key 

ingredient in the delivery of sustainable communities and housing market 
renewal 

 
 Create a strategic framework that provides for a coherent and 

coordinated approach to the creation, improvement, protection, disposal, 
management, maintenance and funding of green spaces within urban 
North Staffordshire, which can be embedded within strategic and local 
policy by providing a robust, coherent and clear set of tools for delivery at 
a local level 
 

 Highlight the value of green space in contributing to corporate strategic 
aims and objectives.  
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Objectives  
 
2.5 The objectives of the green space strategy are to: 

 
 Define a set of comprehensive, coherent and locally applicable green 

space standards which can be embedded in conurbation and local spatial 
planning policy and can be used for master planning and development 
processes 

 
 Define a set of green space standards that will allow green spaces to be 

created and maintained to a good quality and form part of a coherent and 
well-managed green space network that responds to the needs of the 
local community 
 

 Define the spatial framework for the application of green space standards, 
taking into account existing and proposed planning policy, existing 
strategic landscape initiatives and existing landscape and ecological 
designations, as well as the development priorities emerging from large-
scale regeneration and renewal work of the NSRP 
 

 Create a clear action plan for the coordination of green space 
management and delivery that responds to and is used for the creation of 
sustainable communities and the objectives for local housing market 
renewal. 

 
 Review organisational structure to seek to clearly define hierarchies and 

responsibilities for delivering and managing good quality green space 
involving all relevant agencies as well as local and neighbourhood groups 

 
 Calculate capital and revenue costs for delivering the local standards for 

quantity and quality of green space in urban North Staffordshire 
 
 Identify the investment priorities and potential funding sources that could 

be accessed or reassessed to support the management, delivery and 
enhancement of green space for existing and future populations 

 
 Establish a set of performance indicators that can be used to measure 

and review the performance of service delivery in relation to green space 
provision 

 
 Identify clear links with parallel strategic initiatives that will have an 

impact on or will be informed by the green space strategy 
 
2.6 As has emerged from several of the above aims and objectives, the context in 

which this Strategy is being developed is key and they cannot be achieved 
unless the development of the strategy takes account of the various activities 
that are in progress or planned for North Staffordshire that have any link to 
green space.  In particular, the planning policy context is very influential and 
the following section provides an overview of this. 
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3. Policy Context Review 
 

National Policy and Guidance Context 
 
3.1 Green space is an important theme running through much national, regional 

and local policy and guidance.  It has been proven that the right kind of 
green space greatly improves urban areas and most policy and guidance 
highlights this fact. For example, PPS1 Delivering Sustainable 
Development (2005) states: 

 
“The condition of our surroundings has a direct impact on the 
quality of life and the conservation and improvement of the natural 
and built environment brings social and economic benefit for local 
communities. Planning should seek to maintain and improve the 
local environment and help to mitigate the effects of declining 
environmental quality through positive policies on issues such as 
design, conservation and the provision of public space.” (DCLG, 
(2005: paragraph 18)) 

 
3.2 This quote highlights how green space can benefit an area and its residents. 

It also sets out the general principles that planning should follow in terms of 
green space and mentions ‘positive policies’. The North Staffordshire Green 
Space Strategy would come under the definition of a positive policy. 

 
3.3 National policies that are not specifically about green space have a general 

message of support for the creation and enhancement of green space in 
urban areas and the protection of countryside and greenbelt.   For example, 
the Sustainable Communities Plan (ODPM, 2003) supports the principles 
of the Green Space Strategy and therefore lends weight to the proposals in it, 
when it states that: 

 
“We will promote more and better publicly accessible green space in 
and around our communities, for example through the creation of 
new country parks and networks of green spaces within towns and 
cities. 'Green wedges' and 'green corridors' will be given further 
protection through the planning system.” (DCLG, (2003: Page 44)) 

 
3.4 PPS1 Delivering Sustainable Development (2005) expresses how green space 

can contribute towards sustainability and what planning should do to assist 
this: 

 
“Planning policies should seek to protect and enhance the quality, 
character and amenity value of the countryside and urban areas as 
a whole. A high level of protection should be given to most valued 
townscapes and landscapes, wildlife habitats and natural 
resources.” (DCLG, (2005: paragraph 17)) 

 
3.5 The Green Space strategy will help achieve what PPS1 requires and will assist 

the delivery of sustainability. It will create a balance between built and green 
environment, provide opportunities for biodiversity and recreation and 
generally improve quality of life in the area. 
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3.6 PPS1 also mentions community involvement as one of its key aims. 
Community involvement is essential in delivering sustainable development 
and creating sustainable and safe communities and will be included in the 
Green Space Strategy.  As an ongoing element of monitoring of this strategy, 
it is expected that local communities will be consulted in terms of green space 
provision.  The results of this will guide the evolution of standards and 
recommendations as circumstances and expectations change.  Additionally, 
the guidance coming out of this strategy will provide information for the Local 
Development Framework. 

 
3.7 High quality design is also a key theme of PPS1 and the Sustainable 

Communities Plan. PPS1 mentions public and open space specifically: 
 

“High quality and inclusive design should create well-mixed and 
integrated developments which avoid segregation and have well-
planned public spaces that bring people together and provide 
opportunities for physical activity and recreation.” (DCLG (2005:14)) 

 
3.8 One of the ‘challenges’ in the Sustainable Communities Plan relates to good 

design and public space: 
 

“We are raising the profile of good design, which gives form and 
quality to public spaces, housing and other buildings.” (DCLG 
(2003:14)) 

 
3.9 PPG17, Planning for Open Space Sport and Recreation (2000), 

recognises the importance that sport and recreation play in the quality of life 
for people. It also highlights that sport and recreation are fundamental to 
delivering broader Government objectives such as the urban renaissance, 
promotion of social inclusion, community cohesion, health and well being and 
more sustainable patterns of development. 

 
3.10 The Companion Guide to PPG17 stresses that the delivery of a network of 

high quality open spaces depends on creative urban and landscape design, 
effective management and good planning.  In many areas improvements to 
the quality and accessibility of existing open space will be the key to 
delivering the aims of PPG17, rather than new provision.  This is sometimes 
the case in North Staffordshire, where the overall quantity of provision for 
some typologies is more than adequate but the quality and accessibility is 
sometimes poor. 

 
3.11 PPS25 Development and Flood Risk (2006) gives some relevant policy 

guidance and, along with the Stoke-on-Trent Rivers Strategy (2004) is 
relevant to urban watercourses. The guidance discusses the importance of 
urban drainage plans at local levels and the dangers of flooding in urban 
areas. It also recommends that flood plains be used for uses such as flood 
water storage and recreation.  

 
3.12 PPS9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (2004) sees the 

provision of ecological networks of natural habitats as a priority measure.  
Specifically, local planning authorities will be expected to incorporate policies 
in Local Development Documents, linking sites of biodiversity importance.  
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This is an aim that this strategy wishes to integrate into the green space 
provision for North Staffordshire. 

 
3.13 PPS9’s three key objectives can be achieved at a local level through the green 

space strategy.  They are: 
 

 The integration of biodiversity with other economic, social and 
environmental considerations; 

 The conservation, enhancement and restoration of the diversity of 
England’s wildlife and its geological and geomorphological sites; and 

 The incorporation of biodiversity into developments, as part of a 
healthy functioning ecosystem. (DCLG, (2004)) 

 
3.14 These broad aims, are echoed in the first aim of this Green Space Strategy: 
 

“Ensure that the strategic planning, management and maintenance 
of the conurbation’s green space supports the environmental, 
economic and social regeneration of urban North Staffordshire.”  

 
3.15 Aside from Planning Policy Guidance and Statements, the Government have a 

wealth of literature and research on green spaces and their implementation 
and contributions to urban areas. One such report is ‘Improving Urban 
Parks, Play Areas and Green Spaces’ (2002). This research report 
explored people’s views and interpretations of green spaces and identified 
several findings relevant to this strategy, which are discussed below. 

 
3.16 The five main barriers deterring people from using urban green spaces 

identified in this report are: 
 

 Lack of, or poor condition of, facilities (including play facilities for 
children) 

 Other users (including anti-social behaviour) 
 Concerns about dogs and mess 
 Safety and other psychological issues (such as feelings of 

vulnerability and inertia) 
 Environmental quality issues such as litter, graffiti and vandalism 

 
3.17 Most of the barriers relate to resources concerning the location, accessibility 

or environmental quality of urban green spaces and could therefore be 
overcome if planners, designers and managers of these spaces were to 
address them satisfactorily. 

 
3.18 In investigating what users want from urban green spaces, the most 

frequently mentioned characteristics of the ideal urban green space were 
vegetation, play opportunities, comforts, good access, sport and events. The 
Green Space Strategy Audit took on board the information in ‘Improving 
Urban Parks, Play Areas and Green Spaces’ and included its own, detailed 
assessment of green space users in the area and their requirements.  

 
3.19 The ‘Improving Urban Parks, Play Areas and Green Spaces’ research was 

commissioned to inform The Urban Green Spaces Task Force Report: 
‘Green Spaces, Better Places’ (2002). Following the Urban White Paper, 
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the Urban Green Spaces Task Force was established to develop proposals to 
improve urban parks, play areas and green spaces.  It reported in 2002 and 
set out 52 recommendations to Government. 

 
3.20 The Task Force’s report emphasises the diverse value of urban open spaces 

and highlights the decline in quality of many urban parks and green spaces.  
The report states that action is urgently required if they are to deliver their 
many benefits.  The report argues that parks and open spaces have the 
potential to make a major contribution to urban regeneration by enhancing 
the environment, facilitating social inclusion, contributing to healthy living and 
providing educational opportunities. 

 
3.21 The Task Force’s first recommendation relates to providing high quality green 

spaces to meet the needs of people in disadvantaged areas.  It recommends 
that ‘green space planning’ should be placed at the heart of urban 
regeneration.  Notwithstanding the potential of urban parks and green 
spaces, the Task Force identified significant obstacles to realising this 
potential.  Most importantly the report identifies that the majority of urban 
green spaces have suffered neglect and decline as a result of significant 
underinvestment over the past 15 to 20 years. 

 
3.22 These issues lie at the heart of what this strategy will seek to achieve, 

revitalising the urban core of North Staffordshire by creating high quality 
green space alongside housing market renewal and economic regeneration. 

 
3.23 Living Places, Cleaner, Safer, Greener (2002) is a ‘best practice’ guide 

which not only deals with parks and public open spaces but with the whole of 
the “public realm” including streets and indeed “everywhere between the 
places we live and work”.  It recommends adopting an holistic approach: 
‘holistic’ in that the various responsible organisations work together, and 
‘holistic’ in that the public realm should be seen as a comprehensive network. 

 
3.24 The report calls for an end to “creeping deterioration”, the process by which 

incremental decisions, or lack of action, have led to a decline in the quality of 
open spaces. The authors reiterated the importance of quality open spaces 
for disadvantaged neighbourhoods. The report also pointed to the need to 
respond to changing patterns of demography and development. 

 
3.25 The Green Space Strategy will encourage partners to look at green spaces as 

part and parcel of their surrounding area and not as separate entities within 
the public realm.  This will encourage linkages to green spaces and allow for 
a more sustainable approach. 

 
3.26 More recent green space literature includes Start with the Park (2005) by 

CABE, which is a good practice guide for everyone involved in the processes 
of sustainable growth and renewal in England.  It is particularly relevant to 
the creation and care of green spaces in housing growth areas and housing 
market renewal areas.  This guide demonstrates that meeting the demands of 
housing growth and renewal is not just about units of housing, it is about 
transforming neighbourhoods. 
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3.27 The policy review has shown that the vision, aims and objectives of the Green 
Space Strategy are in line with wider policy and guidance, reflecting a wide 
range of aims covering environmental, social and economic aspects.  Also, the 
Government’s demand for the principles of sustainable development to be 
central to all plans and policy, right down to local level, will be met within this 
strategy.  

 
3.28 At a national level, all relevant reports and guidance have informed the 

production of this strategy.  Green space ‘standards’ are set out in the 
strategy, informed by the guidance in PPG17 and The Urban Green Spaces 
Task Force Report: ‘Green Spaces, Better Places’ (2002).  Also, guidance on 
biodiversity (PPS9) and flooding (PPS25) have been taken into account. 

 
3.29 The ‘holistic’ approach recommended in Living Places, Cleaner, Safer, Greener 

(2002) has been incorporated into the strategy. The green space is being 
viewed not as individual parks but as a network, also extending into the 
public realm and street design. The second meaning of ‘holistic’ in the Living 
Spaces document referred to partnership working. This is also mentioned in 
the Regional Economic Strategy when referring to funding and 
implementation and as a result has been included in the Green Space 
Strategy. 

 
3.30 At a sub-regional and local level, the Green Space Strategy has been 

informed by a wealth of previous information and studies, which include the 
Structure Plan, Local Plans for Newcastle and Stoke, Stoke City Council’s River 
Strategy, The Sport & Active Recreation Strategy and Newcastle’s Leisure 
Strategy Report and Cultural Strategy.  Together these plans have provided a 
comprehensive base of guidance, covering information on recreation, sports 
and play facilities, parks and gardens, biodiversity and wildlife habitats, 
community and culture, rivers and the sub-regional river network, jobs, 
investment and the economy of the area. 

 
3.31 The Green Space Strategy conforms with and complements all levels of policy 

and guidance, from its broad general principles of improving the environment 
and the social and economic aspects of the area down to its fine details, such 
as its green space ‘standards’ and specific definitions of different types of 
park, which reflect national standards and best practice guidance. 
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4. Summary of Green Space Audit & Needs Assessment  
 
4.1 In April 2005, a conurbation wide Green Space Audit was carried out in North 

Staffordshire.  The audit methodology was based upon the requirements 
outlined in Planning Policy Guidance Note 17: Planning for Sport, Recreation 
and Open Space and its companion guide.  However, the audit methodology 
also recognised the need to link the audit and resulting strategy with the 
process of housing market renewal in North Staffordshire. 

 
4.2 The Phase 1 and 2 Report summarised the findings of this audit and reviewed 

policies, best practice and case studies to bring together a series of principles 
that could underpin a green space strategy for the conurbation. 

 
4.3 The audit teams visited 932 sites across North Staffordshire (0.1 ha min. 

size), and recorded types and function.  The audit teams also recorded 
information about the site’s condition, its potential for improvement and the 
distance that visitors are likely to travel to use it.  This data was then 
compared with the results of a household survey, carried out alongside the 
audit, to identify key themes and issues that characterise green space 
provision and use across the conurbation. 

 
4.4 The audit identified 6.6 ha per 1,000 population of unrestricted green space 

across urban North Staffordshire.  This figure remained the same for both 
Newcastle-under-Lyme and Stoke-on-Trent as authorities but varied 
significantly between political wards. 

 
4.5 Analysis of the responses to the household survey showed that almost 75 per 

cent of respondents used their most frequently used space at least weekly.  
Key reasons for using green space given were walking, relaxing and 
experiencing nature – all passive forms of recreation. 

 
4.6 Responses regarding travel time and method of travel were combined to form 

an accessibility hierarchy of effective catchments, which were then compared 
with the benchmark distance thresholds used in the audit.  This showed that 
despite the above average amount of green space across the conurbation 
there is a perception that there is too little green space.  This suggests that 
quality and / or accessibility issues are obscuring public opinion. 

 
4.7 Overall, people were least satisfied with children’s play and provision for 

teenagers.  In Stoke, overall satisfaction with all types of green space was 
less than 50 per cent across all areas.  In Newcastle-under-Lyme, the east 
area showed the highest level of satisfaction with children’s play, parks and 
natural green space. 

 
4.8 In addition to the analysis of quantity and quality, the household consultation 

sought to identify key barriers to the use of green space.  These key barriers 
were identified as: 
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 Safety 
 Vandalism and graffiti 
 Dog fouling 
 Lack of facilities 
 Lack of time 
 Standards of maintenance 
 Quality of facilities 

 
4.9 There was variation between the two authority areas in terms of the ranking 

of these issues.  Standards of maintenance and quality of facilities ranked 
higher as key barriers in Stoke while in Newcastle lack of time and lack of 
facilities were more significant.  However, overall the same barriers were 
generally identified. 

 
4.10 When people are asked about why they don’t feel safe, the key issues were: 
 

 Young people hanging around 
 Young people drinking 
 Lack of site-based staff 
 Vandalism and graffiti 
 Lack of lighting 
 Drug use 

 
4.11 In summary, the audit, consultation and needs assessment has identified 

some key themes and headlines that need to be addressed in this strategy.  
In this way green space provision can be improved and can fulfil its potential 
as a resource for local residents and an integral asset to the process of urban 
renewal.  These key headlines are: 

 
 Improve the distribution of sites so that all residents have reasonable 

access to different types of sites 
 
 Improve the quality of sites so that residents are more likely to use 

them 
 

 Improve provision for children’s play and activities for teenagers 
 

 Review maintenance operations to ensure that green spaces are clean 
and safe and resources are allocated in a sustainable way 

 
 Tackle the effects of anti-social behaviour and the perception of crime 

in public spaces to encourage more residents to use their local green 
spaces 

 
4.12 The findings of the audit have been used in this strategy, along with survey 

information and extensive local knowledge and an appropriate response to 
the issues has been developed.   
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5. LOCAL STANDARDS FOR GREEN SPACE 
 
5.1 In establishing the Local Standards, the following process has been followed: 
 

1) Identify current quantitative provision of Green Space by typology 
2) Identify any National Standards for Green Space 
3) Compare Current Provision with National Standards 
4) Consider whether National Standards are appropriate to North Staffordshire 

and set standards to a locally appropriate level 
5) Set Local Standards and identify appropriate and achievable targets for 

green space 
 
5.2 The process of developing the Local Standards has therefore been informed 

by reference to national standards in combination with an analysis and 
understanding of the local context of North Staffordshire. 

 
5.3 The following set of tables summarise the national standards identified and 

the local Quantitative & Accessibility standards, Qualitative standards and 
Connectivity standards arrived at in this Strategy.  It is important to recognise 
that all four types of standard play a vital role in creating a high quality green 
space network and in achieving the vision, aims and objectives of this 
strategy. 

 
5.4 While these are ambitious standards that will improve the provision of green 

space across North Staffordshire, it should be stressed that they will require 
little, if any, brand new green spaces because the extra provision will be 
created by converting existing green space, such as amenity space, into the 
necessary typologies and by creating multi-functional green spaces. 

 
 

Scott Wilson 18 December 2007 



Urban North Staffordshire Green Space Strategy Summary Report 

National Standards 

Typology Quantity Size Accessibility 
Parks & 
Gardens 

None Available Local Park = 0.4 – 2 ha 
N’hood Park = 2 – 20 ha 
 
District Park = 20 – 60 ha 
 
Sub-Regional Park = 
60+ha 
[GLA / EP]1

All households within 
400m walking distance 
(280m radial) of a Local / 
N’hood Park 
All households within 
1.2km of a District Park  
All households within 
3.2km of a Sub-Regional 
Park 
[GLA & EP] 

Play 
Facilities 

0.8 ha per 
1,000 pop. 
[NPFA] 

Minimum size of a LAP =  
0.04 ha 
 
Minimum size of a LEAP = 
0.16 ha 
 
Minimum size of a NEAP = 
0.85 ha 
[NPFA] 

All households within 
100m walking distance 
(60m radial distance) of a 
LAP, 
All households within 
400m walking distance 
(240m radial distance) of 
a LEAP, 
All households within 1km 
walking distance (600m 
radial distance) of a NEAP  
[NPFA & GLA] 

Outdoor 
Sports 

1.6 ha per 
1,000 pop.2 
[NPFA] 

None Available All households within 
1.2km radial distance of 
“Local Playing Fields” 
[NPFA] 

Semi-
Natural 

2 ha per 1,000 
pop.3 
[ANGSt] 

None Available All households within 
300m radial distance of 
Semi-Natural green space 
[ANGSt] 

Green 
Corridors 

None Available None Available All households within 
1.2km radial distance of 
Green Route [EP] 

                                                 
1 In the GLA and EP guidance different terminology is used to describe local, neighbourhood, 
district and sub-regional parks but for the purposes of Table 6b the terminology used in this 
Strategy has been applied. 
2 of which 1.2 ha should be for pitch sports and 0.4 ha should be for non-pitch sports 
3 of which 1 ha should be Local Nature Reserve 
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Summary of Local Quantitative & Accessibility Standards 
 

Typology Local Quantitative 
Standard 

Local Accessibility Standard 

 
Parks & Gardens 

 
2.35 ha /1,000 pop. 

 

 
District Park = 1.2km radial distance
N’hood Park = 800m radial distance 
Local Park = 400m radial distance 

 
 
Play Facilities 

 
0.76 ha / 1,000 pop. 

(of which 0.31 is 
equipped play areas) 

 

 
NEAP = 800m radial distance 
LEAP = 400m radial distance 
LAP = 220m radial distance 

 
Outdoor Sports 

 
0.9 ha / 1,000 pop. 
(of which 0.83 is pitch 

sports) 
 

 
1.2km radial distance 

 
Semi-Natural 

 
3.60 ha / 1,000 pop. 
(of which 1.30 is a Local 

Nature Reserve) 
 

 
600m radial distance 

 
 
Qualitative Local Standards 

 
GENERAL 

OVERALL 

PROVISION 

 All district level green spaces should be improved using Green Flag criteria as a 

benchmark, although this does not necessarily mean that they should apply for this 

award, even while aiming to achieve it. 

 One local green space, managed by local/voluntary groups, in each local authority 

should seek to achieve a Green Pennant. 

 All local level green spaces are to be easily accessible, provide seating, incorporate 

adequate lighting and appear welcoming to all members of the community.  

Maintenance levels and methods should be appropriate to the nature and use of the 

site, ensure longevity of site equipment and should eliminate litter and dog mess.  

Sites should incorporate sustainable use of materials and waste and engage the 

local community in its design and management. 

 All sites to be designed in accordance with ACPO “Secured By Design” principles 

(Appendix G). 

 

PARKS & 

GARDENS 

 The general quality standards for overall provision will be particularly relevant for 

parks. 

 District parks should promote social cohesion by appealing to a range of age, 

disability and community groups within its catchment area.  District parks should 

also include space for community events. 

Scott Wilson 20 December 2007 



Urban North Staffordshire Green Space Strategy Summary Report 

 The landscape design and management of parks should promote local landscape 

and urban distinctiveness so that parks across the conurbation display a variety of 

hard and soft landscape treatments.  Each park should create a stimulating 

environment, appropriate to its use and location. 

 Maintenance schedules for all parks should be derived from an adopted 

management plan, which seeks to sustain and enhance the park’s landscape 

character, taking into account particular requirements for different vegetation 

types. 
PLAY  Play areas should be designed in accordance with the ACPO “Secured by Design” 

principles for play areas (see Appendix G) and NPFA qualitative requirements (see 

Appendix C). 

 The location of new play areas will need to be integrated with masterplans for 

adjacent sites to maximise natural surveillance of the play facility. 

 All play areas should exclude dogs, include robust equipment suitable for use by 

children with special needs and provide an emergency telephone or indicate 

directions to a public telephone within 300m walking distance. 

 A NEAP should be at least a total of 0.85ha including a 1,000m2 active zone and a 

site buffer.  8 types of play equipment appropriate for children between 8 and 14 

should be provided with opportunities for ball games and wheeled activities.  A 

NEAP should include a minimum of 8 seats, 6 cycle racks and 3 litterbins. 

 Where provision for teenagers is to be included, this should be located separately to 

enclosed play areas and in areas with natural surveillance.  A robust shelter and 

seating should be provided and where this is provided as part of NEAP provision, 

some form of active facility should be included.  This may take the form of a skate 

park or MUGA, but this should be agreed following consultation with young people 

in the site’s catchment area. 

 A LEAP should be at least a total of 0.16ha including a 400m2 active zone and a 

site buffer.  5 types of play equipment appropriate for children between 4 and 8 

should be provided with a small, flat games area.  A LEAP should include a 

minimum of 6 seats, 4 cycle racks and 2 litterbins. 

OUTDOOR 

SPORTS 

 A range of outdoor sports facilities should be provided across the conurbation based 

on an assessment of local demand (based on the requirements of local clubs and 

consultation), within the site catchment area, taking into account the anticipated 

population growth or decline.  

 Larger, Playing Field sites with two or more pitches should include adequate 

changing facilities and toilets. 

 All sites should be designed to allow adequate drainage, lighting, boundary 

treatments, gradients and orientation appropriate to the facility provided. 

 Site boundaries should be visually permeable, access should be secure and 

maintenance should ensure that the site is free of litter and free of any damage 

that may cause injury. 
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SEMI-

NATURAL 

 The inclusion of Local Nature Reserve within the quantitative standard for semi-

natural sites will assist in improving the general quality of semi-natural sites across 

the conurbation.   

 New or enhanced semi-natural sites should seek to extend locally relevant habitats 

with reference to the Staffordshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan, and protect and 

enhance those that already exist.   

 Public access and footpaths should be clearly signposted and habitat/species 

interpretation clearly presented. 

 

GREEN 

CORRIDORS 

 Green Corridors should have a sufficient number of entry/exit points to facilitate a 

high level of use and to promote community safety. 

 Surfacing should be provided that is sensitive to local landscape character but also 

robust enough and well drained to allow regular use through all seasons. 

 Gradients within green routes should not exceed 1:20 and should be wide enough 

to allow at least one cycle and a pedestrian to comfortably pass. 

 

 
 
Connectivity Local Standards 

 
PARKS & 

GARDENS 

 Parks and gardens should be located so that they can be safely accessed from and 

be linked to pedestrian and cycle routes. 

 They should not be located in visually isolated sites and at least one boundary or 

entrance point should be adjacent to and signposted from a through road. 

PLAY  Play areas should be located so that they can be safely accessed from all houses 

within their catchment area, ideally with no lines of severance (e.g. busy roads, 

railways, major industrial sites) intersecting routes.  Where this is not possible safe 

crossing points must be provided. 

 Buffer zones to play areas should be designed and managed so that they contribute 

positively to the surrounding green network and should be planted to enable 

residents to experience natural scent, colour and texture. 

OUTDOOR 

SPORTS 

 Outdoor sports areas should be located so that they can be safely accessed from all 

houses within their catchment area, ideally with no lines of severance (e.g. busy 

roads, railways, major industrial sites) intersecting routes.  Where this is not 

possible, safe crossing points must be provided. 

 Buffer zones to outdoor sports areas should be designed and managed so that they 

contribute positively to the surrounding green network. 

SEMI-

NATURAL 

 A series of contiguous wildlife spaces and corridors should be established across the 

conurbation. 

 Existing and proposed semi-natural sites should, therefore, be designed and 

managed so that habitats are linked through the incorporation of locally relevant 

habitats along wetlands and waterways, vegetated corridors and site buffers, green 

routes and transport corridors. 
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 This standard will need to be applied not only to the provision of semi-natural 

spaces but also to the landscape proposals for developments that will provide these 

links. 

GREEN 

CORRIDORS 

 A contiguous network of green routes should be established across the conurbation.  

 Green routes should form part of a coherent and connected network that uses 

existing linear features such as old railways and waterways.   

 Where green routes cannot be linked using existing linear features, existing green 

spaces or roads with a speed limit of 30mph or less should be used.  Where this is 

the case, routes should be clearly signposted. 

 Green routes should link key destinations including town centres (e.g. Newcastle 

and Hanley); district centres (e.g. Burslem and Chesterton) and the wider 

countryside. 
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6. Delivering the Strategy 
 
6.1 This section introduces the complementary steps necessary to ensure the 

broader issues that need to be considered in delivering a green space 
strategy are taken into account.  This section will also outline how providing 
types of green space will be improved and managed to ensure that the local 
standards will be achieved to deliver a wide range of environmental, 
economic and social benefits both locally and across North Staffordshire. 

 
6.2 It is recognised that: 
 

 Green space plays an important part in helping both local authorities 
achieve their obligations as defined within respective Local Area 
Agreements, Community Strategies and Corporate Plans 

 
 For green space to make a significant contribution across a range of 

agendas, a strategic approach to its future planning, development, 
maintenance and management is required. 

 
6.3 However, before starting an explanation of the recommended approach to 

delivering the local standards a restatement of the benefits of green space is 
useful as these are at the core of what this strategy seeks to achieve: 

 
 Play: an activity that is crucial to many aspects of a child’s 

development 
 Health: both physical and mental 
 Crime: where good design and better management will help reduce 

fear of crime associated with some urban areas and their green spaces 
 Social Cohesion: by offering common ground and an accessible 

meeting place to bring communities together 
 Connectivity: where well planned and designed green space allow 

people to move around more easily by foot or bicycle 
 Biodiversity & Environment: by offering people the opportunity to 

feel close to nature, by playing a role in the absorption of pollutants 
and impacting positively on climate change 

 Economic: where a high quality public environment can have a 
significant impact on the economic life of urban centres while making 
neighbourhoods more desirable. 

 
6.4 In order to help achieve the range of benefits listed above, the delivery of the 

strategy will involve the following strands of action: 
 

 Planning, providing, enhancing, managing and maintaining green 
space that has a strategic role and can contribute towards the wider 
regeneration of the conurbation 

 
 Planning, providing, enhancing, managing and maintaining green 

space at a more local level to meet local need 
 
 Creating an environment where local people can become more 

involved in green space planning, enhancement, maintenance and 
management 
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 Protecting and developing green space now and into the future by 

increasing environmental sustainability, promoting biodiversity, 
supporting wildlife and lessening climate change and public awareness 
of all these factors 

 
 Improving levels of resource and coordination of application of 

resources to raise standards and increase levels of community 
satisfaction. 

 
6.5 Along with many areas across the UK, this strategy has identified that the 

main issue within the conurbation concerns quality, distribution and mix of 
green space, not overall quantity.  In response, emphasis must therefore be 
placed on: 

 
 Making the best of what we already have by changing the use of 

existing green space 
 Making changes based on a clear context that can be defended, 

explained and understood 
 A practical response to community aspirations  
 Changing or rationalising overall provision to help raise overall quality 
 Focussing and arranging resources and activities to achieve maximum 

benefit. 
 
 

 Overarching Approach to Strategic Green Space 
 
6.6 The intention of this strategy is to ensure that green space provides 

maximum benefit for the people of urban North Staffordshire. All green space 
should be designed to provide community benefit and allow community input. 

 
6.7 To achieve this it is must be recognised that, while all green space has the 

potential to provide benefit to local communities, some have the potential to 
benefit and accommodate audiences drawn from much wider catchment 
areas.    With this comes the potential to create visitor attractions of 
significant impact sufficient to add benefit to and draw benefit from other 
regeneration initiatives and projects. 

 
6.8 This exciting potential rests mainly with the conurbation’s largest and most 

multi-faceted parks.  These green spaces are distinct in that they have a 
collective impact on the quality of life in the conurbation and they also have a 
unique, recognisable and individual impact. 

 
6.9 To realise the full potential of strategic green spaces it is essential that their 

primary purpose be recognised as providing benefits to the whole population 
within the City and Borough, rather than meeting very local need.  The 
recognition of the wider role of these parks must be reflected in the way that 
they are planned, provided, enhanced, managed and maintained.   

 
6.10 This unique aspect and potential requires that their development be closely 

linked with other strategic and wide-ranging regeneration initiatives and 
programmes.  In terms of development focus, the primary issue associated 
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with these green spaces should be how best they can be developed, 
managed and maintained as green space to add benefit to, and draw benefit 
from, other regeneration activities and programmes.   

 
6.11 While the development of these sites will provide considerable benefit for 

communities nearby, this is not their primary focus; their focus is to provide 
benefits for all communities across both local authorities.  The impact of the 
regenerative focus of the development of these green spaces must be 
reflected in the way that they are planned, provided, enhanced, managed 
and maintained.  However, it is essential that community input, ownership 
and protection be secured for all green spaces.   

 
6.12 In considering the planning, provision, enhancement, maintenance and 

management of strategic green space, the success of such sites will depend 
to a great extent on the quality of their physical enhancement and associated 
high levels of maintenance and management.  In order to achieve this it must 
be recognised that 

 
 The appropriate, high impact, physical enhancement of these strategic 

sites will require very significant sums of money and complex project 
management arrangements 
 

 These parks must display the highest quality of appropriate grounds 
maintenance and therefore require skilled horticultural input 
 

 These parks must provide a very high quality visitor experience and 
have the potential to act as individual strategic business units and 
must therefore be professionally managed in this way 
 

 Security at these sites should preferably include uniformed staff 
permanently based in the parks.  

 
6.13 The key to the successful planning, provision, enhancement, management 

and maintenance of strategic green spaces will be the extent to which the 
process can be coordinated and synchronised with wider regeneration 
initiatives and the extent to which effective professional services can be 
secured and introduced. 

 
6.14 Community input is important within this process but the overarching 

approach to strategic green space must be based on the application of 
efficient professional services with adequate resources and levels of 
expertise. 

 
 

Overarching Approach to Non-Strategic Green Space 
 
6.15 In contrast to the limited number of green spaces with the potential to have a 

strategic role, the conurbation requires a large number of green spaces to 
serve very local communities.  Collectively, these green spaces have an 
impact on quality of life, but individually their impact is more noticeable at a 
very local level. 
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6.16 The local focus of these green spaces increases the need for much greater 
local community input in their planning, provision, enhancement, 
maintenance and management.  The success of these green spaces does not 
exclusively rest with the provision of professional services, but rather on the 
extent to which the local community become involved.  

 
6.17 Therefore, it is recommended that two key actions are taken to ease the 

involvement of the community in the planning, provision, enhancement, 
management and maintenance of their local green spaces:  

 
 A detailed assessment and review of the current approach to 

community involvement and input, its strengths and weaknesses.  The 
outcome should highlight the current ability of each local authority to 
support local groups both now and in the future and the potential for 
change. 
 

 Appropriate and effective mechanisms should be created through 
which community and volunteer input and training can be 
encouraged, supported and coordinated within each local authority, if 
required.  This should include the creation of a database of available 
skills and interested individuals. 

 
 

Key Elements in Creating Good Green Space 
 
6.18 Good green spaces do not just happen, they are the product of concerted 

and planned action and they require resources to develop, manage and 
maintain.  Quality green spaces should respond to the aspirations of their 
users and the wider interests in the area. 

 
6.19 There are 10 key elements set out in the following section that must be 

appropriately addressed to deliver the overall green space strategy. They are 
as follows: 

 
 Leadership and Partnership 

 
 Empowering Local Communities 

 
 Consultation 

 
 Creating greater use of green space through good design 

 
 Promotion and marketing 

 
 Focusing on the health benefits of green space  

 
 Maximising the advantages of cultural heritage, tourism, arts and the 

historic environment 
 

 Addressing crime and safety 
 

 Sustainability 
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 Making best use of resources, including smarter working and finding 

alternative uses for some sites. 
 
6.20 It is recommended that both local authorities adopt the basic principles 

suggested by the Urban Green Spaces Taskforce in their report ‘Improving 
Planning, Design, Management and Maintenance’.  These are: 

 
 Sustainability – individual spaces should be sustainable in terms of 

function, durability and maintenance.  This will also contribute to the 
sustainability of local areas. 

 
 Diversity and variety – a network of green spaces, and where 

possible, each individual space should provide a variety of experiences 
and functions. 

 
 Identity and character – green spaces should celebrate local 

distinctiveness, heritage, community, materials and architectural 
styles - each space should enhance the appearance of the local 
environment and should please users and passers-by. 

 
 Accessibility, permeability and navigation – green spaces should 

provide excellent pedestrian and cycle routes.  Visitors should be able 
to find their way around, using defined routes, clear entrances and 
exits, and landmarks. 

 
 Structure and hierarchy – spaces should have a clear structure 

that recognises and reconciles different uses and integrates the site 
with surrounding area. 

 
 Activity and animation – spaces should promote a mixture of 

activities, both organised and informal, with places to sit, walk, play, 
and take part in sport and more. 

 
 Comfort and shelter – green spaces should provide plenty of 

sheltered, sunny places to sit and walk. 
 

 Quality of materials and ‘whole life’ costing – the use of quality, 
long-life materials will create a sense of care and value, and will often 
be more cost effective in the long-term. 

 
 Biodiversity – opportunities should be taken to promote biodiversity 

within and across networks. 
 

 Nuisance and crime – good design must recognise local problems 
and can help prevent anti-social behaviour and crime.  Good design 
will help create places that people want to use and respect, with 
natural surveillance to deter misuse. 
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7. Delivering the Local Standards 
 
7.1 The local standards guide the creation, improvement, protection, 

management and maintenance of green space across the conurbation by 
setting the benchmark for what is to be achieved for each type of green 
space in any given area.   

 
7.2 In terms of quantity, accessibility, quality and connectivity, the local 

standards enable the existing provision of green space in a given area to be 
assessed and identification of where improvements may be needed.  As such, 
these local standards have been used to produce specific actions across all 
types of green space. 

 
7.3 In so doing, the local standards influence development, management and 

funding decisions for green space across North Staffordshire, providing a 
clear plan of action alongside documents such as the developing Local 
Development Frameworks for Stoke-on-Trent City Council and Newcastle-
under-Lyme Borough Council. To be of any merit, local standards must be 
translated into action. 

 
7.4 The local standards help to identify areas of surplus and under-provision for 

each type of green space, in respect of quantity, accessibility, quality and 
connectivity.  The lists of sites that will be identified within each type in this 
section will show how each space is to be improved or modified if necessary 
and which sites need a review of their use and purpose and might potentially 
be put to alternative uses.  Where change will occur on a site, this will 
become an action and will be included in the Action Plan Programme later in 
this strategy. 

 
7.5 While the existing quantity of green space will remain virtually the same, 

some areas have too much functional green space, in relation to the 
standards, while others have significant deficits. A process of redistribution of 
function needs to be introduced.  Multi-functional green spaces will naturally 
emerge as well, particularly in areas where there is an overall deficit of green 
space.   

 
An Action Plan Programme 

 
7.6 A series of strategic and non-strategic actions have emerged out of the 

Delivering the Strategy and Delivering the Local Standards sections of the 
Strategy.  These have been set out in an Action Plan Programme for the 
Green Space Strategy.  A summary version of this Action Plan Programme is 
set out below. 

 
7.7 Key to implementing the Action Plan Programme is the need to identify 

partners who will help the North Staffordshire Regeneration Partnership 
deliver the programme and establish organisational responsibilities.  Without 
strong leadership and buy-in from partner organisations it will become 
extremely difficult to deliver this strategy.  Therefore, this must be considered 
a priority. 
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Early Wins – General / Non-site-specific Actions 
 

 

Priority General Actions 
 
GA3:  Assess and review the current approach to community involvement and recommend how the Authorities can better support the 
involvement of local community groups in green space provision, particularly at a non-strategic level 
 
GA4:  Establish mechanisms for the recruitment and training of community volunteers, ongoing support for them and a database of 
available volunteers and their skills 
 
GA5:  Identify an appropriate mix of Partners to help deliver the green space projects emerging from this strategy 
 
GA6:  Identify a green space ‘champion’ within the Councils for each local authority 
 
GA14:  Explore the potential for, and implement, a scheme for the visible patrol of park sites in partnership with local constabularies and 
referring to successful models of funding and management 
 
GA15:  Ensure that fly tipped rubbish, broken glass, graffiti and vandalised equipment is removed or repaired within 24 hours of a report, 
where possible, and at the most within 5 days 
 
GA17:  Local Authorities to investigate potential for facilitating Youth and Play Workers within non-strategic green spaces where anti-
social behaviour has been identified as a problematic issue 
 
GA18:  Establish a commitment that any capital receipts and increased revenue accrued from green space should be ring-fenced for the 
purposes of enhancing, managing and maintaining green space 
 
GA21:  Carry out an internal review of annual maintenance procedures, identifying and co-ordinating which maintenance tasks can be 
more economically carried out over larger areas and which can become the responsibility of improved multi-skilled Area Teams 
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Other General Actions 
 
GA1: Establish a dedicated team specifically responsible for the planning, design, management and maintenance of Strategic Green 
Spaces and develop Strategic Green Spaces as a single, collective Strategic Business Unit, ensuring that all Strategic Green Spaces 
realise their full commercial potential 
 
GA2:  Each Authority will develop a funding strategy to help deliver the Action Plan Programme by identifying the detail of how each 
action will be funded and how potential funding might be achieved. 
 
GA7:  Establish ongoing review mechanisms whereby public opinion of green space across the conurbation is gained via consultation. 
Information to be collated should include that regarding level of use, visitor opinion and levels of satisfaction. 
 
GA8:  Create Design Briefs for all green spaces where they are to be significantly altered / improved.  For strategic sites these should be 
primarily informed by regeneration partners but for non-strategic sites these should be primarily informed by the local community. 
 
GA9:  Both Authorities will adopt the basic principles of green space planning, design, management and maintenance advocated by the 
Green Space Urban Taskforce 
 
GA10:  Prepare a green space Communications Plan and Marketing Strategy that seeks to promote green space across the conurbation, 
provide interpretation and information about green space, inform the establishment of an ongoing programme of events and activities and 
advises on the marketing and promotion of all green space enhancement projects 
 
GA11:  Investigate the potential for the inclusion of public art and cultural activities within the conurbation’s green space and establish a 
Public Art & Cultural Activities Strategy for Green Space 
 
GA12:  Ensure that the NSRP establishes the definitive schedule, nature and extent of all strategic green space projects (including 
historic parks) 
 
GA13:  Establish lines of communication with North Staffordshire tourism functions in order to pass on information regarding all 
improvements to Strategic Green Space and programmes of events and activities 
 
GA16:  Local Authorities to undertake Safety Audits of green spaces to ensure clear sight lines, open vistas and lighting are sufficient to 
facilitate a reduction in crime and fear of crime  
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GA19:  Particular attention should be given to the potential creation of semi-natural green space within green spaces of other functions 
where their location, existing state and potential for contribution to landscape character makes it plausible and appropriate 
 
GA20:  Produce management plans for each strategic green space and generic management plans for the non-strategic sites and review 
these annually 
 
GA22:  Investigate the potential for converting the identified surplus green space sites to alternative uses, including urban agriculture, 
urban forestry, bioenergy and bioremediation 
 
GA23:  Prepare an allotments strategy covering both Authorities 
 
GA24:  Investigate mechanisms for joint authority co-ordination of green space maintenance, including joint procurement and funding and 
the co-ordination of skills and knowledge, where appropriate 
 
GA25:  Establish neighbourhood management arrangements as being responsible for the development, enhancement, management and 
maintenance of non-strategic green space and implementation of projects in accordance with this strategy 
 
GA26:  Establish appropriate forums to allow partners to come together to help identify and deliver strategic and non-strategic green 
space projects 
 
GA27:  Set up a green space information hub, which can be accessible by all those involved in the strategic and non-strategic 
management of green space across the conurbation that draws all the information gathered via Actions GA1-GA24 together in one 
location 
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Non-site-specific Actions 
 
OS1:  Work toward agreements with owners / management of Outdoor Sports Facilities to ensure that 50% of facilities become 
unrestricted access while the other 50% are accessible at all reasonable times in light of their private use 
 
RA2:  Carry out a review of those sites where the purpose of the site has been highlighted as questionable in order to assess what 
purpose the site should be put to, whether as a green space or otherwise, and therefore the maintenance regime required 
 
RA3:  Ensure all the remaining amenity space to be designated as a LAP is of a quality fit for purpose as a LAP 
 
RA4:  Carry out a review of the Grange Park site and consider whether another green space use or a non-green space use might be 
appropriate 
 
SN21:  A general Biodiversity Management Plan should be developed (with reference to the Staffordshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan) 
to inform the management of all non-strategic semi-natural green spaces 
 
SN22:  Each Local Nature Reserve and large semi-natural site will have a Biodiversity Management Plan developed for it, where this 
does not already exist, and these should be reviewed annually 
 

 
Early Wins Total Indicative Cost:  TBD 
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Site-Specific Actions 
 
Phase 1: 2007/08 – 2011/12 
 
 

Authority Parks & Play Outdoor Sports Semi-Natural Green Corridors 

Stoke 

 
Central Forest Park 
 
Parkhall Country Park 
 
New District Park in Stoke 
 
New District Park in Meir 
 
Hanley Park 
 
Tunstall Park 
 
Burslem Park 
 
Longton Park 
 
Milton Park 
 
Bucknall / Finney Gardens 
 
Westport Lake Park 
 
Fenton Park 
 
New Neighbourhood Park at 
Bankeyfields Public Open Space 
 

 
Review the SoT Playing Pitch 
Strategy 

  
Proposed Greenway Extension 
between Staffordshire University 
and Bucknall 
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Hanford Park 
 
Penkhull Park 
 
Repington Road, East Valley 
 
Moss Green, Berryhill 
 
Watson Road Recreation 
Ground, Stoke 
 
Lodge Road, Penkhull 
 
Etruria Park 
 

Stoke Phase 1 Total Indicative Cost:  £32,800,380 
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Authority Parks & Play Outdoor Sports Semi-Natural Green Corridors 

Newcastle 

 
Bathpool Park 
 
Brampton Park 
 
Cotswold Avenue / The Wammy 
 
Chesterton Memorial Park 
 
Silverdale Park 
 
Queen Elizabeth Park 
 
Westlands Sportsground 
(improve NEAP only) 
 
Meadow Lane, Cross Heath 
(improve NEAP only) 
 

 
Create Sports Village at the 
Wammy 
 
Birchenwood (improve drainage / 
changing rooms) 
 
Westlands Sportsground 
(improve tennis courts) 

 
Local Nature Reserve at 
Bradwell Woods 
 
Audley Road open space, 
Chesterton 
 
Waterhays open space, 
Chesterton 
 

 
Improve existing Greenway in 
west and south Newcastle 

Newcastle Phase 1 Total Indicative Cost:  £7,639,825 
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Phase 2: 2012/13 – 2016/17 
 

Authority Parks & Play Outdoor Sports Semi-Natural Green Corridors 

Stoke 

 
Abbey Road, Abbey Hulton 
 
Causley Gardens, Bentilee 
 
Baddeley Green Playground 
 
Bentilee Park 
 
Bycars Park, Burslem 
 
Monks Neil Park, Chell & 
Packmoor 
 
Henderson Grove, Meir 
 
Crestfield Road, Meir 
 
Anchor Road Recreation 
Ground, Longton 
 
Goms Mill Road, Longton 
 
Priors Field Park, Fenton 
 
Waterside Drive, Newstead 
 
Cobridge Park 
 
Northwood Park 
 

 
 

  
Create Proposed Greenway 
extension at Meir Hay 
 
Create Proposed Greenway 
extension at Hanford 
 
Create Proposed Greenway 
extension at Trentham 
 
Create Proposed Greenway 
extension at Hollybush 
 
Create Proposed Greenway 
extension at Blurton 
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New NEAPs at Mount Pleasant 
Park (Fenton), Middleport Park, 
Norton Recreation Ground, 
Norton Park, the Clanway 
Development (Tunstall) and the 
Coalville Estate 
 
New MUGAs at Hambro Place 
(Fegg Hayes) and Blurton Valley 
Public Open Space 
 

Stoke Phase 2 Total Indicative Cost:  £6,569,240 
 
 
 

Authority Parks & Play Outdoor Sports Semi-Natural Green Corridors 

Newcastle 

 
New District Park at Wye Road 
Playing Fields 
 
Wolstanton Park / Marsh 
 
New Neighbourhood Park in 
Seabridge 
 

 
Wolstanton Marsh (improve 
drainage / changing rooms) 
 
Improve strategic sites identified 
in NuL Leisure Needs 
Assessment & Playing Pitch 
Strategy 

 
Local Nature Reserve at 
Bathpool Park 
 
Local Nature Reserve at 
Westomley Wood 
 
Improve Local Nature Reserve at 
Pool Dam Marshes 
 

 
Create Proposed Greenway 
Extension at Pool Dam Marshes 
 
Create Proposed Greenway 
Extension at Lyme Brook 
 

Newcastle Phase 2 Total Indicative Cost:  £4,499,615 
 
 

Scott Wilson 38 December 2007 



Urban North Staffordshire Green Space Strategy Summary Report 

Phase 3: 2017/18 – 2021/22 
 

Authority Parks & Play Outdoor Sports Semi-Natural Green Corridors 

Stoke 

 
Create 28 new LEAPs at 
specified Local Parks across 
Stoke 
 
Improve Local Parks and 
Gardens across Stoke 

 
 

 
Hoveringham Drive, Berry Hill 
 
Boathorse Lane, Tunstall 
 
Florence Park, Longton 
 
Common Lane, Meir Heath 
 
Newstead Trading Estate, 
Blurton 
 
Lordship Lane, Shelton 
 
Review amenity sites designated 
for partial conversion to semi-
natural 
 

 
Create Proposed Greenway 
extension at Milton 
 
Create Proposed Greenway 
extension at Adderley Green 
 
Create Proposed Greenway 
extension at Pitts Hill 
 
Create Proposed Greenway 
extension between Turnhurst 
and Kidsgrove 
 

Stoke Phase 3 Total Indicative Cost:  £6,243,949 
 

Scott Wilson 39 December 2007 



Urban North Staffordshire Green Space Strategy Summary Report 

 
Authority Parks & Play Outdoor Sports Semi-Natural Green Corridors 

Newcastle 

 
Lyme Valley Parkway 
 
Loomer Road, Holditch 
 
Salop Place, Kidsgrove 
 
Brampton Recreation Ground 
 
Thistleberry Parkway 
 
Silverdale Recreation Ground 
 
 
 
 
Create 14 new LEAPs at 
specified Local Parks across 
Newcastle 
 
Improve Local Parks and 
Gardens across Newcastle 
 

 
 

 
Birchenwood Countryside Park 
 
Parkhouse Industrial Estate, 
Chesterton 
 
Castle Street open spaces, 
Holditch 
 
Leys Drive open space, 
Westlands 
 
Rowley Wood, Seabridge 
 
 
 
Dismantled Mineral Railway site, 
Silverdale/Knutton 
 
Moffat Way open space, 
Silverdale 
 
Pepper Street corner plot, 
Silverdale 
 

 
Create Proposed Green Route 
extensions between Crackley 
and Kidsgrove 
 
Create Proposed Green Route 
extensions between Apedale and 
the A34 
 
Create Proposed Green Route 
extensions between Newcastle 
Town Centre and Staffordshire 
University 
 
 
 
Create Proposed Green Route 
extensions between the 
Brampton and Wolstanton 

Newcastle Phase 3 Total Indicative Cost:  £4,010,352 
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Total Indicative Costs 
 
Early Wins Total Indicative Cost TBD 
Phase 1 Total Indicative Cost £40,440,205 
Phase 2 Total Indicative Cost £11,068,855 
Phase 3 Total Indicative Cost £10,254,301 
  
General (Early Wins) Total Indicative Cost TBD 
Newcastle Total Indicative Cost £16,149,792 
Stoke Total Indicative Cost £45,613,568 

  

Strategy Total Indicative Cost £61,763,361 
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8. Resourcing the Strategy 
 

8.1 The means of resourcing the strategy will primarily, though not exclusively, 
be delivered via the Housing Market Renewal and economic regeneration 
processes, as these are the catalysts which provide the greatest driver to 
change in the conurbation and will provide much of the justification for 
funding when applying for grants and funding from public agencies. They will 
also guide the policy framework that requires contributions toward green 
space from developers which will be the primary sources of funding for this 
strategy alongside ongoing local authority capital and revenue budgets. 

 
8.2 It is important to prioritise funding so that best value can be achieved.  

Therefore, a funding strategy should be developed to help deliver the actions 
detailed within the Action Plan Programme .  This strategy has started this 
process, directing where funds should be applied and how they might be 
attained, but it will be for each authority to develop a comprehensive 
approach to these issues. 

 
 Developer Contributions 
 
8.3 Developer contributions will primarily arise out of development proposals 

within area-based masterplans, which should be informed by the local 
standards set out in this strategy and planning applications involving 10 or 
more new residential dwellings or on a site of at least 0.4 ha but involving 
fewer than 10 dwellings.  Therefore, it is vital that this strategy sets out a 
sound method for calculating the contributions required. 

 
8.4 Developer contributions will primarily arise out of development proposals 

within area-based masterplans, and will be informed by the local standards 
via a calculation such as the following: 

 
Calculating Developer Contributions 
 

Green Space 
Typology 

rate 
(£/m2) 

rate (£/ 
ha) 

Local 
Standard 
(ha/1,000 

pop.) 

Funding 
Required 

per 
Dwelling*

Contribution 
Standard 
(ha/1,000 

pop.) 

Funding 
Required 

per 
Dwelling*

 
Play £40 £398,977 0.76 £758 0.31 £309
Parks and 
Gardens £19 £191,055 2.35 £1,122 1.20 £573
 
Semi-Natural £5 £53,474 2.30 £307 1.15 £154
Local Nature 
Reserve £9 £94,389 1.30 £307 1.30 £307

Outdoor Sports £40 £398,475 0.90 £897 0.45 £448
 
Total    £3,391  £1,791

*Based on a Figure of 2.5 people per dwelling 
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8.5 Developer contributions do not require the full local standard provision for a 
development to be funded by developers, as this would be such a large figure 
that it might act as a disincentive to developers and therefore reduce the 
number of development proposals coming forward and being delivered.  
However, the contribution standard modifies the local standard to allow a 
reasonable sum to be asked for capital development or improvement of green 
space, based on the following priorities: 

 
 The need to create equipped play facilities (NEAPs / LEAPs) 

accessible to all    
 
 The need to provide high quality Local Nature Reserves accessible to 

all   
 
 The need to improve parks provision, particularly Sub-Regional and 

District Parks    
 
 The need to ensure that other high quality semi-natural green spaces 

are provided  
 
 The need to introduce qualitative improvements to outdoor sports 

facilities and ensure that half of sites become fully unrestricted.  
 
8.6 This creates a total contribution requirement for capital development and 

improvement of green space of £1,791 per dwelling.  In addition to this, 
there is a requirement for contributions for maintenance of green space near 
a new development, whether it is new or existing green space.  This is of 
equal importance to the creation of new space because maintenance is 
crucial for maintaining quality.   

 
8.7 There is also a maintenance element to the developer contribution based on 

10 years maintenance and inflation.  It calculates this to be £1,920 per 
dwelling.  It is suggested that this figure be brought forward as part of the 
developer contribution calculation within this strategy. 

 
8.8 However, where a proposed development does not require the creation of 

new green space to meet the demand that will be created by the proposed 
development, the maintenance element should be reduced to reflect this as 
the existing facilities already have maintenance budgets and these will only 
need topping up in light of the greater demand placed on the sites.  As such, 
only 60 per cent of the maintenance contribution will be required for the 
maintenance of existing off-site facilities (£1,152 per dwelling). 

 
8.9 Therefore, for any residential development involving 10 or more dwellings or 

on a site of at least 0.4 ha, a contribution up to a total of £3,711 per 
dwelling would be required of the developer for green space. 

 
External Funding 

 
8.10 The majority of funding that will not come from developer contributions or 

partners will need to be sourced from public sector funding programmes.  
These might include: 
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 Advantage West Midlands, including North Staffordshire 

Regeneration Zone 
 

 English Partnerships 
 

 The Housing Corporation 
 

 The Heritage Lottery Fund 
 

 Other Lottery Fund sources 
 

 Sport England 
 

 DBERR / DCLG 
 

 Natural England / DEFRA 
 

 Groundwork 
 

 The Forestry Commission 
 

 Staffordshire County Council 
 

 EU Structural Funds 
 

 Charitable Organisations. 
 
 

Maximising Income Generation from other Sources 
 
8.11 Other sources of income could be generated by making use of the green 

space resources that already exist and that will be developed.  These might 
include: 

 
 Introduce new and additional commercial ventures into strategic 

green spaces 
 
 Revisit charges for existing use of facilities, buildings and services 

 
 Introduce additional but reasonable charges 

 
 Seek additional sponsorship 

 
 Maximise revenue from events 

 
 Seek financial assistance from partners based on direct positive 

benefits of green space to areas of their direct responsibility 
 

 Dispose of surplus land 
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9. Monitoring Performance 
 

Performance Indicators 
 
9.1 Monitoring has become an important part of local government practice over 

recent times and it serves to ensure that the actions a strategy such as this 
set in motion are completed, completed to a high standard and achieve the 
impacts intended.  This is particularly relevant to enable a learning process to 
take place so that where an action does not achieve its aim, it is not repeated 
but can be modified or replaced to better achieve objectives. 

 
9.2 A set of indicators has been developed that can be used to monitor this 

strategy.  It is not a complete list and should be developed as new indicators 
emerge to ensure a robust and thorough monitoring of performance for this 
strategy.  The list is divided into indicators which contribute to achieving 
specific aims of the Green Space Strategy. 

 
 

Future Consultation 
 
9.3 Consultation forms an important element of monitoring, as it will give an 

indication of how the public perceive green spaces in the conurbation.  As the 
implementation of this strategy progresses, consultation will therefore give a 
reliable picture of the general impact of the actions within the strategy and 
how successful they have been, although full judgement of the actions should 
be reserved until the collective impacts of the entire Action Plan Programme 
can be seen. 

 
9.4 Given the importance placed on consultation, Actions GA3, GA4, GA7 and 

GA27 will all be of importance in gathering public opinion, involving the 
community in green space management and maintenance and in using and 
making available the information gained from these activities. 

 
9.5 Green space is primarily created, managed and maintained for the public and 

this strategy values the views of the public and seeks to involve communities 
in the development of green space, both local and strategic.  Consultation will 
be given an important role in the monitoring of this strategy.  
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10. Key Conclusions 
 
10.1 This Green Space Strategy for urban North Staffordshire has an  overarching 

vision to: 
 

“Create and promote a balanced network of community-focused, 
valued, safe, sustainable, accessible, interesting and well-managed 
green spaces that enhance the quality of life, local identity and 
economic prosperity within urban North Staffordshire.” 

 
10.2 To achieve this vision six strategic aims have been set out. There are also 

nine objectives that provide the basis for activity in the strategy to achieve 
the aims. 

 
10.3 The strategy has established a series of local standards for green space that 

should be used to form the basis of green space development and 
improvement across the conurbation and that should feed into local planning 
policy, spatial master planning and the development processes generally.  
These standards ensure an appropriate level of provision of green space for 
urban North Staffordshire in relation to quantity, quality, accessibility and 
connectivity. 

 
10.4 Taking into account the context surrounding green space in urban North 

Staffordshire, in particular the sustainable communities agenda and housing 
market renewal objectives, an Action Plan Programme has been developed, 
setting out a series of general, typology-specific and site-specific actions that 
will see the local standards achieved and the vision and aims of this strategy 
realised. 

 
10.5 This Action Plan Programme provides for the delivery, management and 

maintenance of high quality green space across the conurbation and sets out 
a phased timescale for doing so.  Indicative costs for this work have been 
established, alongside potential sources of funding, and monitoring indicators 
identified to ensure that the strategy is introduced and that it achieves the 
stated aims of the strategy and value for money. 

 
10.6 The key to ensuring that this Action Plan Programme is realised and achieves 

all it is intended to do lies in the delegation of organisational responsibilities 
and the management of these responsibilities in ensuring the delivery of 
actions.  This should be considered a matter of priority and the relationships 
and responsibilities for delivering actions should be agreed as soon as 
possible. 

 
10.7 The introduction of this strategy will lead to the delivery of a green space 

network of the highest quality, accessible to all and providing a range of 
functions.  The green spaces will be valued, safe and sustainable because the 
community will have a sense of ownership over them and will want to use 
them and they will be managed and maintained to remain at this level of 
provision. 

 
10.8 The presence of such an excellent asset in North Staffordshire will provide 

positive impacts for other initiatives and will improve other areas of life for 
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the community as well.  The quality of life and economic prosperity of the 
conurbation will be raised, while the existing local identity and heritage will be 
maintained and built on.  North Staffordshire will be perceived as a more 
attractive place to live, work and relax as a direct result of this green space 
strategy.   
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