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1. Introduction 
 
1.1 Why we are doing this? 
 
When the government introduced the “right to roam” legislation, it also asked all Local Highway 

Authorities to produce a Rights of Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) that would: 

 

• Make an assessment of all routes that people use and for what reasons they use them.   

• An assessment of how the routes could be improved to meet the future needs of the 
community. 

• An assessment of the network and how accessible it is to those who are blind or partially 
sighted or have problems with mobility. 

• Include a statement of action that would propose the management of the network and secure 
future improvements.   

• Concentrate on the above assessment but not exclude other improvements that may be of 
benefit. 

 
The ROWIP will consider both definitive rights of way and all other paths that exist or could be 
created.  This is irrespective of current legal status (eg greenways, canal towpaths).  These paths 
may be under the direct control of the city council, partners or any other body. 
 
The final result will be a network of paths that people enjoy using and feel safe while doing so. 
 
1.2 How this documents works 
 
Stoke-on-Trent’s ROWIP will be included as an appendix to the North Staffordshire Local Transport 
Plan. 
 
The ROWIP is split into three sections:- 
 

• The Assessment 
 

• The Statement of Action 
 

• Delivery and Implementation 
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2. The Assessment 
 

Your Access Network 
 

An assessment of the routes in the City of Stoke-on-Trent 
 
 
2.1 What have we got? 
 
There are 109 definitive rights of way in the city measuring just over 43 kilometres.  Definitive rights of 
way are recorded on the Definitive Map and Statement and are protected by law.  The city has had a 
map and statement since January 2005 and many more paths are expected to be added in the future.   
 
The definitive network comprises of:- 
 

• footpaths - paths you can legally walk on 
 

• bridleways - paths you can legally walk, ride horses and cycle on 
 

• restricted byways -paths you can’t legally use motorised vehicles on 
 
In addition there are over 1300 other routes with no legally recorded status which measure nearly 400 
kilometres.  They include:- 
 

• Greenways 
 

• Paths through public open space and  parks 
 

• Other paths across land that the city council owns 
 

• Cut-throughs, alleyways, passages 
 

• Paths on land not owned by the council but that may have public rights 
 
These paths do not have the same legal protection as definitive rights of way. Routes that are on 
private land or not on the definitive map should really only be used with the owners permission. 
 
The definitive and non-definitive paths form the basis for an extensive off road, traffic and pollution 
free, network that covers the entire city.   
 
 
2.2 What are they used for? 
 
5000 people were asked to comment on the access network and 800 replied.  
 
21% used the network for travel and 41% for leisure activities. 
 
18% do not use the network at all. 
 
47% thought that the network was unsuitable for people with mobility or visual problems.  
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2.3 Who uses the network? 
 
The network is mainly used by walkers.  60% use the network at least once a month and 3% use it 
everyday. 
 
15% use the network to cycle away from roads and 4% use it for horse riding. 
 
33% said they were permanently sick or disabled and as a result were unable to use the network.  
This is something that will be considered as part of the ROWIP. 
 
 
2.4 What is wrong with the network? 
 
25% thought the network needed some attention and general cleaning up. 
 
33% said that they did not feel safe using the access network in preference to the main streets. 
 
Only 10% thought that the signs on paths gave sufficient detail to reach their destination. 
 
37% were concerned about lack of information about the network and what they could and could not 
do. 
 
Other problems included: 
 
Poor or muddy surfaces (86%) 
Overgrown with plants (22%) 
No toilets in easy reach (37%) 
Hard to find (8%) 
No disabled parking near start of routes (9%) 
Too many barriers and obstacles (13%) 
 
 
2.5 Challenges 
 
The main issues that arise from this assessment are: 
 

• The network does not cater for multiple users on paths. Cyclists and other path users do not 
seem to have the same opportunities as walkers. 

 

• There is a need to improve the condition of the network to a standard that those who currently 
find it difficult to use it are encouraged to use it more.  

 

• There is no co-ordinated approach to publicise or maintain the network which is a valuable 
resource. 

 

• There is a possibility that a proportion of the unrecorded network could be lost through neglect 
or development of the land it crosses. 

 

• People need to feel safe when using the network. 
 
 
The next section of the ROWIP will deal with these five challenges and how we propose to resolve 
them. 
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3.  The Statement of Action 
 
3.1 How we will make the access network better 
 
25% of people never use the routes at any time.   
 
Many people do not like to use the network because it does not offer a convenient alternative to 
motorised transport or to other forms of relaxation and entertainment. 
 
The previous section identified the five challenges facing the city council and its partners in order to 
improve the access network for everyone.  
 
 
3.1.1 Challenge 1 
 

The network does not cater for multiple users on paths.  Cyclists and other path users do not 
seem to have the same opportunities as walkers 
 

85% never use the network of paths in the city to cycle on.  The reasons vary from dissatisfaction with 
the condition of the facilities to a lack of ownership of a bicycle. 
 
Cyclists are not the only users who fail to fully benefit from the path network.  People, in particular 
families with small children, often don’t use the paths because they are overgrown.  Most adults don’t 
like walking through nettles that are three feet high so there is little wonder that small children are put 
off.   
 
The city council is tackling this matter on the definitive path network and will look to address the 
problem on other paths. 
 
Another issue that prevents people other than walkers using the paths is that the network is very 
disjointed.  It doesn’t really provide comprehensive routes for where people want to go.   
 
The ‘New Life’ project, to develop and promote the city’s strategic greenways network, is partially 
addressing this by identifying link routes to connect the city’s greenway network.  Currently they tend 
to run north and south of the city with few links running east or west.   
 
It will be difficult to overcome this problem as the city has three major barriers that need crossing if 
you want to travel east to west using other modes of transport than motor vehicles.  These are the 
Trent and Mersey Canal, the railway and the A500. 
 
SOTCC 1 – The city council will investigate measures to encourage people to use the access 
network including:- 
 

• New initiatives such as ‘New Life’ that can provide additional multi-user access trails 

• Opportunities for multi-user trails within new developments (such as at Sideway / 
Trentham Lakes, Chatterley and Etruria Valleys ) 

• Identifying crossing points at the major road barriers and schemes to overcome them. 

• Identify funding sources to finance improvements to the network. 
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3.1.2 Challenge 2 
 
There is a need to improve the condition of the network so that those who currently find it 
difficult to use it are encouraged to use it more in the future. 
 
The city council is in the process of upgrading footpaths to bridleways in Packmoor, Hanford, 
Sideway, Fenton and Blurton.  This will improve facilities for all users but especially benefit cyclists as 
it will provide routes away traffic. 
 
There are possibilities for further improvements in Tunstall and on the Greenway network.    
 
This action will have the added benefit of providing better paths for those with mobility issues and will 
encourage them to use the paths.  On average the bridleways in the city are three metres wide and 
tend to be on level or gently sloping ground.  Improvements to the network will continue to be sought 
so that people who have difficulty walking, for whatever reasons, or cannot see the paths as well as 
others are not put off using the network.  This will involve: 
 

• Assessing the widths of paths and widening them where practical so that there is ample room 
to pass – not just for wheelchair users. 

• Assessing the condition of the surface and improving where necessary to provide a path that 
everyone can use. 

• Providing seats so that people can take a rest when they have to or just to admire the view. 

• Removing obstacles, including stiles, wherever possible 

• Improving the catches on any gates that may be necessary  

• Warnings for any unavoidable obstacles that may be present. 
 
Upgrading routes to bridleway status will also improve routes for cycling and riding horses.  
 
SOTCC 2 - The city council will continue to work in partnership with developers and others to 
provide multi-user trails in the city that meet the standards required by all users. 
 
SOTCC 3 - The city council will actively sign and promote new routes when they are 
introduced. 
 
SOTCC 4 – A full audit of the definitive rights of way network will be undertaken to assess the 
needs of those with mobility issues and visual impairments. 
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3.1.3 Challenge 3 
 
There is no co-ordinated approach to publicise routes or maintain the network which is a 
valuable resource for all the people of the city. 

 
Only 25% of people thought that there was enough publicity for the access network in the city.  Nearly 
40% thought that there was insufficient publicity.  If people do not know what is available to them they 
will not use the facilities.   
 
The potential for people to use these paths not only as commuter routes but as ways to relax and to 
get fitter is huge but it is not being fully realised.  The city council, in partnership with the local 
branches of the user groups and the National Health Service, needs to supply the local media and 
community centres with information about events taking place on or around the network.   
 
Schemes such as the Walking for Health Initiative or the community bike rides, organised by the 
Cycle Touring Club, or the Ramblers’ Association walking events need their profile raising so that 
people know about them and more importantly feel they can join in. 
 
Of the 800 survey responses only four came back from people from an ethnic minority.  Effort must be 
made to ensure that all sections of the community know about the network and are encouraged to 
use it for travel and leisure activities. Consultation and involvement of the Equality and Diversity Team 
will be sought to promote and develop communication and engagement with ethnic minorities. 
 
There are no publicity materials for the definitive rights of way network at this time.  However, there 
are a few leaflets advertising public open space.  If we intend people to use the access network for 
travel and relaxation purposes then this has to be addressed.  Opportunities will be explored for the 
sponsorship of links and for any new maps or leaflets. 
 
The maintenance of the network is currently on responsive rather than planned basis.  This does not 
provide the most cost effective solution to the problem. 
 
The city council is compiling a list of definitive paths that require planned maintenance.  This could be 
extended to non-definitive paths and possibly timed to coincide with maintenance on nearby public 
open space 
 
SOTCC 5 – The city council will produce promotional materials to raise public awareness of 
the access network and increase their stakeholder interest. 
 
SOTCC 6 – The managers of the access network will be engaged to promote the various 
sections of the network at events or through existing material. 
 
SOTCC 7 – The city council will actively seek financial backing from third parties to publicise 
the access network 
 
SOTCC 8 – The city council will seek to maximise the benefit received from maintenance 
budget. 
 
SOTCC 9 – The city council will endeavour to promote and develop communication and 
engagement with ethnic minorities.  
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3.1.4 Challenge 4 
 
There is a possibility that a proportion of the unrecorded network could be lost through 
neglect and development of the land it crosses. 
 
The city council is the Surveying Authority and has a duty to record all the public rights of way in its 
area on the definitive map and statement.  There are a number of ways that this is done:- 
 

• The landowner can dedicate a path as a public right of way. 
 

• The landowner and the city council can enter into an agreement where the owner dedicates 
the route and the council agrees to maintain it. 

 

• By application from a member of the public to record a path they have proof is a right of way. 
This is known as an application to modify the definitive map and is a lengthy process. It has to 
be shown either by documents or by evidence of use that the public believed they had a right 
to use the path.  Of course any landowner or tenant has the equal right to object to this 
application often leads to a public inquiry. 

 

• The Highway Authority can make a creation order and compel a landowner to have a right of 
way on their land.  This is a less favoured option and would only be used as a last resort. 

 
When a route is recorded it receives a certain amount of legal protection from being obstructed or 
built over and the city council would normally have an obligation to keep the path fit for public use. 
 
Less than 10% of the network is currently protected.  The remainder are only alleged to be public 
rights of way and are offered less protection. 
 
The council is investigating 18 applications to modify the definitive map and statement and expects it 
to take several years before this detailed task is completed due to the protracted and complex legal 
processes involved.  During that time some of the routes that people have been using for years run 
the risk of being lost if they are not recorded as rights of way.   
 
To address this matter we negotiate with developers to dedicate, and if necessary divert, rights of way 
where they are thought to exist.  It is inevitable though that some paths may be lost or re-routed as 
the city goes through significant regeneration. 
 
Although some paths will be lost this does not mean that the quality of the access network will be 
compromised.  The city council will continue to develop new routes. A recent example is the link 
between Blurton Road to Stanley Mathews Way where through negotiation a high quality section of 
improved network was secured at the developer’s expense. 
 
This is one way that paths can be recorded and improved so that our legacy to future generations is a 
high quality network of paths that is capable of changing to meet future requirements. 
 
SOTCC 10 – The city council will complete the investigations into all outstanding Definitive 
Map Modification Order applications by the statutory deadline of 2026. 
 
SOTCC 11 – The city council will continue to negotiate with Developers to achieve high quality 
improvements to the access network. 
 
SOTCC 12 – The city council will seek to add routes to the definitive map by the quickest and 
most cost effective methods. 
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3.1.5 Challenge 5 
 
People need to feel safe when using the network. 
 
One of the recurring themes of the survey responses was that nearly 40% of people who replied did 
not feel safe using the path network.  The main reason given was that groups of teenagers were 
gathering and acting in an intimidating manner.  It did suggest that people believed that they would 
come to harm if they used the paths alone.  A common suggestion was that a warden service could 
be provided to patrol the routes.  
 
The city council will continue to identify problem paths and liaise with Neighbourhood Management, 
Area Implementation Teams, the Police and partners to restore order to them. 
 
A further danger to users was the use of footpaths by a variety of motor vehicles.  This covers the 
whole range from mini-motos to off-road vehicles.  It would be easy to barrier off every single path so 
that these vehicles could not access them.  It is not that simple though.  Barrier that prevent motor 
cycle access also prevent wheelchairs and pushchairs from getting onto the path.  The solution to this 
problem will require a multi disciplinary approach involving Community Safety partners and path 
users. 
 
Other measures to improve safety, such as the cutting back of bushes, are mentioned earlier in this 
action plan. 
 
SOTCC 13 – The city council will continue to work with Community Safety Partners 
to target particular problem paths to restore public confidence in the path network. 
 
SOTCC 14 – The city council will employ where necessary the most appropriate physical 
controls to prevent unauthorised vehicle access whilst not unduly restricting legitimate users 
from accessing paths. 
 
SOTCC 15 – The city council will meet with representatives of the off-road vehicle groups to 
discuss the issue of a lack of legitimate off-road driving facilities in the area. 
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4. Delivery and Implementation 
 
4.1 Next Steps 
 
These challenges cannot be met by the council alone.  A liaison group will be formed to discuss 
improvements to the network.  This group will include elected members, officers, and representatives 
of the user groups and interested members of the  wider community.  The majority of users of the 
paths in the city are not people visiting attractions but those who live and work here and it is their 
views we particularly want. 
 
The ROWIP is to be reviewed every ten years.  In a city that is changing rapidly this may be too long 
to meet the requirements set out for the improvement plan as envisaged in the Countryside and 
Rights of Way Act 2000.  It is suggested that the plan is reviewed every two years and amendments 
made as appropriate. 
 
SOTCC 16 –The aims of the ROWIP will be further developed by engaging with partners and 
stakeholders in a regular forum within recognised timescales and priorities. 
 
SOTCC 17 – The city council will review the Rights of Way Improvement Plan every two years 
and will evaluate suggestions made by the above forum. 
 
 
4.2 Summary Table 
 
The following table summarises the Statement of Action. 
 
The following symbols are used to illustrate the levels of resources that are going to be needed to 
implement the plan: 
 
4.3 Estimated staff time: 
 

�  - The challenge can be met within existing staff resources by changes in working practice or a 

re-alignment of priorities. 
 

��  - The challenge will require extra resources in terms of staff resources (such as short –term 

additional staff) if we are to meet it. 

 
���  - The challenge will require significant extra staff resources (such as additional staff in 

either the short or long term) if we are to meet it. 
 
4.4 Estimated financial Resources 
 
At this stage of the development of the plan it is hard to give precise costs for meeting any of the 
challenges.  The following symbols are intended to give guidance only and further investigations will 
be needed before the ROWIP is implemented 
 

£  -  the challenge will be met within the existing Rights of Way Budget 

  

££ - the challenge will require additional funding to be met 

 

£££ - the challenge will require significant additional funding to be met and should not be attempted 

until a project plan identifying where the funding is coming from is completed. 
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5. Statement of Action Summary 
 
 

Challenge 1 
 
SOTCC 1 – The city council will investigate the following measures to encourage people to use the access network: 
 

• New initiatives such as New Life that can provide additional multi-user access trails 

• Opportunities for multi-user trails within new developments (such as at Sideway ) 

• Identifying crossing points at the major barriers and schemes to which they can be overcome. 

• Identify additional external funding sources to finance these projects. 
 
Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy      Regeneration 
Local Plan New Life Project 
Charter for Disabled People Cycling Strategy  

Targets 
 
1.  To create a new multi-user route every two years 
2.  To improve the existing network to encourage additional use by up-grading the legal status and surfaces where appropriate 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Local Transport Plan settlement, Natural England, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

Costs £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
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Challenge 2 
 
SOTCC 2 - The city council will continue to work in partnership with developers and others to provide multi-user trails in the city 
that meet the standards required by all users. 
 
Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Greening for Growth Regeneration 
Local Plan Community Strategy 
Charter for Disabled People Cycling Strategy 

Targets 
 
1.  To develop high quality multi-users links to the recorded network as opportunities arise 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � � � � � � � � 

 
Costs £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
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Challenge 2 
 
SOTCC 3 - The city council will actively sign and promote new cycling routes when they are introduced. 
 

Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan 
Local Plan 
Cycling Strategy 
Community Strategy 
Targets 
 
1. To sign all new routes within three months of completion  
2.  To continue to produced the Cycling Map and guide at regular intervals 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Local Transport Plan settlement, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � � � � � � � � 

 
Costs £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
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Challenge 2 
 
SOTCC 4 – A full audit of the definitive rights of way network will be undertaken to assess the needs of those with mobility issues 
and visual impairments. 
 
Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan 
Local Plan 
New Life Project 
Community Strategy 
Charter for Disabled People        
Targets 
 
1.  To complete a full audit of the definitive rights of way network by year five of the plan 
2.  To implement a programme of improvements from year six onwards until all reasonable steps have been taken 
 
Potential Funding Sources 
 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

Costs £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
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Challenge 3 
 
SOTCC 5 – The city council will produce promotional materials to raise public awareness of the access network and increase their 
stakeholder interest. 
 
 
Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan 
Local Plan 
Community Strategy 

Targets 
 
1.  To review all existing promotional materials by year three of the plan 
2.  To engage the public and produce promotional materials that meet their needs so that they are encouraged to use the access network 
 
Potential Funding Sources 
 
Natural England, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 
 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

Costs £ £ £ ££  ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ 
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Challenge 3 
 
SOTCC 6 – The managers of the access network will be engaged in talks to promote the various sections of the network at events 
or through existing material. 
 
Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy Regeneration 
Local Plan New Life Project 
Charter for Disabled People Cycling Strategy 

Targets 
 
1.  To review all existing promotional materials by year three of the plan 
2.  To engage the public and produce promotional materials that meet their needs so that they are encouraged to use the access network 
 
Potential Funding Sources 
 
Local Transport Plan settlement, Natural England, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements  

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

Costs £ £ £ ££  ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ 
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Challenge 3 
 
SOTCC 7 – The City Council will actively seek financial backing from third parties to publicise the access network 
 

Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy Regeneration 
Local Plan New Life Project 
Charter for Disabled People Cycling Strategy 

Targets 
 
1.  Funding sources will be continuously investigated and applied for to supplement the existing budgets 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Local Transport Plan settlement, Natural England, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � � � � � � � � 

Costs £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
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Challenge 3 
 
SOTCC 8 – The City Council will seek to maximise the benefit received from the maintenance budget. 
 

Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy Regeneration 
Local Plan New Life Project 
Charter for Disabled People Cycling Strategy 

Targets 
 
1.  All improvements will meet with the City Council’s guidance relating to cost effectiveness 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Local Transport Plan settlement, Natural England, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � � � � � � � � 

Costs £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
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Challenge 3 
 
SOTCC 9 – The City Council will endeavour to promote and develop communication and engagement with ethnic minorities. 
 

Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy 
Local Plan Regeneration 
Charter for Disabled People 

Targets 
 
1.   

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Natural England, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants,  

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � � � � � � � � 

Costs £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
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Challenge 4 
 
SOTCC 10 – The city council will complete the investigations into all outstanding Definitive Map Modification Order applications by 
the statutory deadline of 2026 
 
Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy Regeneration 
Local Plan New Life Project 
Charter for Disabled People Cycling Strategy 

Targets 
 
1.  applications to be resolved at  a rate of  at least two a year until completion. 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Natural England, Stoke-on-Trent City Council 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

Costs ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ 

 
 
 
 
 



 20 

Challenge 4 
 
SOTCC 11 – The city council will continue to negotiate with developers to achieve high quality improvements to the access 
network. 
 
Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy Regeneration 
Local Plan New Life Project 
Charter for Disabled People Cycling Strategy 

Targets 
 
To develop high quality links to the recorded network as opportunities arise 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � � � � � � � � 

Costs £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
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Challenge 4 
 
SOTCC 12 – The city council will seek to add routes to the definitive map by the quickest and most cost effective methods. 
 

Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy Regeneration 
Local Plan New Life Project 
Charter for Disabled People Cycling Strategy 

Targets 
 
1.  New routes will be added to the definitive map and statement on an annual basis as part of a Legal Event Modification Order 
2.  Where possible Creation Agreements under section 25 of the Highways Act 1980 will be used for new bridleways and footpaths 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � � � � � � � � 

Costs £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
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Challenge 5 
 
SOTCC 13 – The city council will continue to work with Community Safety Partners to target particular problem paths to restore 
public confidence in the path network. 
 
Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy  
Local Plan Regeneration 
Charter for Disabled People 

Targets 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

Costs ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ 
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Challenge 5 
 
SOTCC 14 – The city council will employ where necessary the most appropriate physical controls to prevent unauthorised vehicle 
access whilst not unduly restricting legitimate users from accessing paths. 
 
Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy Regeneration 
Local Plan New Life Project 
Charter for Disabled People Cycling Strategy 

Targets 
 
1.  A protocol for vehicle control on the access network will be developed by year five of the ROWIP 
2.  Physical barriers will be used only where there is a threat to public safety and all other approaches to controlling the abuse of the network 
by vehicles have failed. 
Potential Funding Sources 
 
Local Transport Plan settlement, Natural England, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � � � � � � � � 

Costs £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
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Challenge 5 
 
SOTCC 15 – The city council will meet with representatives of the off-road vehicle groups to discuss the issue of a lack of 
legitimate off-road driving facilities in the area. 
 
Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy Regeneration 
Local Plan New Life Project 
Charter for Disabled People  Cycling Strategy  

Targets 
 
1.  If cost effective and practical facilities for off-road vehicles will be provided for legal vehicles by year ten of the plan 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Local Transport Plan settlement, Natural England, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � � � � � �� �� �� 

 
Costs £ £ £ £ £ £££ £££ £££ £££ £££ 
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The Next Steps 
 
SOTCC 16 –The aims of the ROWIP will be further developed by engaging with partners and stakeholders in a regular forum within 
recognised timescales and priorities  

Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy Regeneration 
Local Plan New Life Project 
Charter for Disabled People Cycling Strategy 

Targets 
 
1.  A Forum will be established by year five of the ROWIP 
2. The proposals of the Forum will be incorporated into the ROWIP at each two year review 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Local Transport Plan settlement, Natural England, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � � � � � �� �� �� �� �� 

Costs £ £ £ £ £ ££ ££ ££ ££ ££ 
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The Next Steps 
 
SOTCC 17 – The city council will review the Rights of Way Improvement Plan every two years and will evaluate suggestions made 
by the above forum  

Strategic Links 
Local Transport Plan Community Strategy Regeneration 
Local Plan New Life Project 
Charter for Disabled People Cycling Strategy 

Targets 
 
1.  Suggestions from the Forum will be evaluated continuously 
2.  The ROWIP will be reviewed and amended on a two year basis 

Potential Funding Sources 
 
Local Transport Plan settlement, Natural England, Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Grants, section 106 Agreements 

 Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 

Staff 
Time � �� � �� � �� � �� � �� 

Costs £ ££ £ ££ £ ££ £ ££ £ ££ 

 
 
 



 

 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council 
Direct 
Civic Centre, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 1RF 
  
t.01782 234567 e.DUE@stoke.gov.uk   www.stoke.gov.uk 
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