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PRIVATE HIRE / HACKNEY CARRIAGE  
APPLICATION PACK 

 
 

This is your Private Hire / Hackney Carriage application 
pack, it contains 
 

o Flow chart from the Hackney Carriage/Private 
Hire Policy (read the full policy at: 
http://www.stoke.gov.uk/ccm/content/business/li
censing/taxis-and-private-hire/taxi-policy.en ) 

o Guide to Taxi & Private Hire Driving Booklet 
o Private Hire Drivers Licence Conditions 
o Private Hire Vehicle Licence Conditions 
o Hackney Carriage Licence Conditions 
o Signs and Signage 
o Road Passenger Vehicle Driving Course 

information 
o Local Knowledge Test Application Form 

 
Fees 
 
Application for a Local Knowledge Test and Disability  
Discrimination Awareness Course     £46.50 
 
Additional Local Knowledge Test     £26.00 
 
Application for a one year Hackney Carriage 
and Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence    £170.00 
 
Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS) Disclosure   £44.00 
 
Please note these fees refer to gaining your licence only. You 
should be aware that there are additional costs to take into account 
when driving a private hire/hackney carriage. These are varied and 
can be substantial. 
  

http://www.stoke.gov.uk/ccm/content/business/licensing/taxis-and-private-hire/taxi-policy.en
http://www.stoke.gov.uk/ccm/content/business/licensing/taxis-and-private-hire/taxi-policy.en
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2. APPLYING FOR A FIRST TIME DRIVERS LICENCE 
 

 ACTIONS YOU MUST TAKE 
 

THINGS TO NOTE 
 

STEP 1 YOU MUST BE 

 Legally entitled to work in the UK 

 Aged over 18 and have held a full 
driving licence for more than 12 
months  

 Hold a BTEC certificate in the Road 
Passenger Vehicle Driving (Taxi and 
Private Hire) 

 Have an Enhanced Disclosure 
report from the National Disclosure 
and Barring Service  

For BTEC training contact  
Stoke College - tel 01782 603603 
Pathfinder - tel 01782 810802 
 
For the National Disclosure and 
Barring service -  tel 0870 
9090844 
www.homeoffice.gov.uk/dbs 
 
You may be asked for:  
ref number - 211 170 000 06 
organisation - ‘Licensing 
Services City of Stoke-on-Trent’ 

  
 
 

 

STEP 2 

Sit and Pass our Local Knowledge 
Test and DDA assessment. 

 

An appointment will be made for 
this by licensing services as part of 
step 2 above or call tel 01782 
232774 
 

  
 

 

 
 

STEP 3 
Apply to your Doctor for a Medical 

Certificate 

 

You must meet the DVLA Group II 
Medical Standard for professional 
drivers.  
See www.dvla.gov.uk/medical 
 

  

 
 

 

STEP 4 
 
 

Bring to licensing services  

 A fully completed application form  

 Your driving licence (photo card 
and paper counterpart)  

 BTEC certificate 

 A Passport photo  

 Enhanced Disclosure report  

 Local Knowledge Test Certificate 

 Medical Certificate   

 Cash, cheque or card payment 

Licensing Services are at Hanley 
Town Hall, Albion Street, Hanley, 
ST1 1XP. 
Appointments and Application 
Forms: 
Call tel no.01782 2342774 
Email hcp.licensing@stoke.gov.uk  
Visit licensing services  
 
For current fee see 
www.stoke.gov.uk or call 01782 
232774 
 
If all these checks show a 
Licensing officer that you are ‘fit 
and proper’ your licence will be 
issued by the officer. 
If not your application will be 
refused or referred to the 
Licensing and Registration 
Panel 

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/dbs
http://www.dvla.gov.uk/medical
http://www.stoke.gov.uk/
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Guide to Taxi and Private Hire 
Driving in Stoke-on-Trent 

including how to apply for: 
 

 

 BTEC in Road Passenger Vehicle 

Driving 

 Disability Discrimination Awareness 

Course  

 Local Knowledge Test 

 A licence 
 
Please refer to the flow chart to ensure 
your suitability 
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Contacting us 
 

Stoke-on-Trent City Council 
Licensing Services 
Hanley Town Hall 
Albion Street 
Hanley 
Stoke on Trent 
ST1 1XP 
 
Telephone:                              01782 232774 
 
Email:                                          hcp.licensing@stoke.gov.uk 
 

Office hours 
 
Monday to Friday    08.45am to 4.45pm 
  
 
Friday      08.45am to 4.15pm 
 
Please phone for an appointment to submit your application, book 
your Disability Discrimination Awareness Course and Local 
Knowledge Test or apply for your Disclosure & Barring Service 
(DBS) Disclosure. 
 
Customer Feedback 
 

Please complete the Customer Feedback Form on our website 
www.stoke.gov.uk or contact us on 01782 234234 if you have 
feedback about Licensing Services. You can also email us at 
customer.feedback@stoke.gov.uk or write to us and send your 
comments to Stoke-on-Trent City Council, The Customer 
Feedback Team, PO Box 636, Civic Centre, Glebe Street, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST4 1RN. 
 

http://www.stoke.gov.uk/
mailto:customer.feedback@stoke.gov.uk
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Who should read and use this booklet? 
 
Anyone who does not hold a current Hackney Carriage and Private 
Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence (a licence), and is interested in 
becoming a licensed driver. Ensure you have all the requirements 
in the flow chart and see the leaflets at the back of the pack to take 
your BTEC in Road Passenger Vehicle Driving. 
 
How to apply for a Disability Discrimination Course and a 
Local Knowledge Test 
 
To apply the following is required: 
 

 a fully completed Local Knowledge Application Form 
 

 1 x Passport style photograph 
 

 a DVLA Driving Licence which has been held for 12 
months at the date of application (Paper Licence and 
Card)   

 

 the fee 
 

 a Disclosure & Barring Disclosure (DBS) application 
form, fee and identification see section “How do I 
apply for a Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS) 
Disclosure?” 

 

 Submission of a Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS) 
Disclosure is voluntary at this stage of the application 
process 

 
To apply for a Local Knowledge Test you need to be at least 17 
years old. When applying for a Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Vehicle Drivers Licence a full DVLA Licence must have been held 
for a minimum of 12 calendar months. 
 

All documents must be fully completed, with your full correct name 
and address and be in a clean, undamaged and fully legible 
condition. For example; DVLA Driving Licence. 
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To submit an application contact us on 01782 232774 for an 
appointment. 
 
You must attend your appointment in person and submit the 
documents required. 
 
You will need to provide a recently taken passport-sized 
photograph and you will be offered a choice of dates and given a 
time to attend the Disability Discrimination Awareness Course 
for which a certificate of attendance will be issued.  
 
You will also be offered a choice of dates and given a time to 
attend a Local Knowledge Test. 
 

Disability Discrimination Awareness Course 
 
You must attend and take part in a Disability Discrimination 
Awareness course. 
 
The course consists of: 
 

 Watching a DVD giving an overview of Disability 
Discrimination. 

 

 Taking part in a group discussion 
 
At the end of the course you will be given a Disability Awareness 
Pack and sent a certificate of attendance. 
 

None attendance for a booked date will result in a charge for any 
subsequent booking unless there has been at least 48 hours’ 
notice to inform us that you are unable to attend. 
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Local Knowledge Test 

 

General Information 

 

A fee is charged for each test which is held regularly. 

 

No refund will be allowed for non-attendance. 

 

Any Local Knowledge Test cancelled with less than 24 hours’ 
notice will be subject to a re-test fee. 

 

For each test, advance payment is required on booking, at least 
two days before the test. 
  

You must arrive for your test 15 minutes early. If you are late you 
will not be allowed to sit the test and the test fee will not be 
refunded. 
 

Revising for the Local Knowledge Test 
 
To prepare for the test you should study: 

 This Guidance 

 The Highway Code 

 A Street Guide for Stoke-on-Trent 

 Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence Conditions  

 Hackney Carriage Licence Conditions 

 Private Hire Drivers Licence Conditions 

 
The Local Knowledge Test is designed to test: 
 

 Your ability to issue legible receipts to customers 
 

 Your English and Arithmetic comprehension 
 

 Your understanding of the Highway Code 
 

 Your understanding of Local Licensing Conditions and 
Licensing Legislation 

 

 Your knowledge of places of local interest 
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Issuing Receipts 
 
At the start of the test the invigilator will read out two scenarios 
with details of a customer and a journey. You will be provided with 
a receipt for each one that you will have to complete, detailing the 
following: 
 

 Date and time of the journey 

 Destination to and from 

 Customers Name 

 Cost of Journey 

 Amount of change to be given to a customer 

 Drivers name and licence number 
 
Both receipts have to be correct for you to pass this section 
 
English Comprehension and arithmetic skills 
 
There are 5 multiple choice questions to be answered. To pass 
you must answer 4 questions correctly. 
 
Highway Code 
 

There are 12 multiple choice questions to be answered.  To pass 
you must answer 10 questions correctly. 

 

Questions will be selected from the following:- 

 

1. What is the national maximum speed limit for cars on a 
single carriageway, outside a built-up area? 
 
a 30 mph. 
b 40 mph. 
c 50 mph. 
d 60 mph. 
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2. What time gap shall be left between you and the vehicle in 
front on roads carrying fast traffic? 
 
a At least 1 second. This should be doubled on wet roads and 
increased further still on icy roads. 
b At least 2 seconds. This should be doubled on wet roads and 
increased further still on icy roads. 
c At least 3 seconds. This should be doubled on wet roads and 
increased further still on icy roads. 
d At least 4 seconds. This should be doubled on wet roads and 
increased further still on icy roads. 
 
3. When encountering a box junction (criss-cross yellow 
lines) you must not enter until your exit road is clear.  What is 
the exception? 
 
a When you want to turn left. 
b When you want to turn right and are only stopped from doing 
so by oncoming traffic or by other vehicles wanting to turn right. 
c There is no exception and you must never enter a box junction 
until the exit road is clear. 
  
 
 
4. Describe the type of road sign which normally carries a 
prohibition message? 
 
a A sign with red circles. 
b A triangular sign. 
c A rectangular sign. 
 
5. Describe the type of road sign which normally carries a 
warning message 
 
a A sign with red a circle. 
b A triangular sign. 
c A rectangular sign. 
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6. Describe the type of road sign which normally carries    
     direction information. 
 
a A sign with a red circle. 
b A triangular sign. 
c A rectangular sign. 
 
7. What is the typical stopping distance for a vehicle 
travelling at 50 mph? 
 
a 50 metres. 
b 53 metres. 
c 57 metres. 
d 59 metres.  
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8. You are driving in a built up area down narrow residential 
streets.  What particular precautions should be taken? 
 

a Look out for vehicles emerging from junctions. 
b Look out for vehicles emerging from junctions, vehicles moving 
off, and car doors opening. 
c Look out for vehicles emerging from junctions, vehicles moving 
off, car doors opening, pedestrians, children running out from 
between parked cars. 
d Look out for vehicles emerging from junctions, vehicles moving 
off, car doors opening, pedestrians, children running out from 
between parked cars, cyclists and motorists.  
 

9. Advanced stop lines are located at some junctions which 
give cyclists and buses priority in specially marked areas.  
What is the procedure when you approach these areas? 
 
a If buses or cyclists are in the specially marked areas, vehicles 
must wait behind the first white line reached, and not encroach on 
the marked area. 
b If buses or cyclists are in the specially marked areas, vehicles 
must approach with caution. 
c Vehicles must wait behind the first white line reached, and not 
encroach on the marked area.. 
 
 
10. What is the legal requirement for tyre tread in respect of       
cars? 
 
a A tread depth of 1.8 mm across the central three quarters of 
the breadth of the area and around the entire circumference. 
b A tread depth of 1.6 mm across the central three quarters of 
the breadth of the area and around the entire circumference. 
c A tread depth of 1.4 mm across the central three quarters of 
the breadth of the area and around the entire circumference. 
d A tread depth of 1.2 mm across the central three quarters of 
the breadth of the area and around the entire circumference. 
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11. You have full beam headlights on and are about to be 
overtaken.  When do you dip your lights? 
 

a  As soon as you see the vehicle behind you. 
b  When the vehicle signals to overtake. 
c As soon as the vehicle passes you. 
d Sometime after the vehicle passes you. 
 
12. If any of your passengers are under 14, who is responsible 
for making sure they wear a seat belt? 
 
a An adult passenger.  
b The children.  
c You, the driver.  
d The police.  
 
13. Front fog lights should be used? 
 
a When visibility is reduced to 100 m (328 feet).  
b As a warning to oncoming traffic.  
c When driving during the hours of darkness.  
d In any condition at any time.  
 

14. You meet an obstruction on your side of the road.  You  
      should? 
 
a Carry on, you have priority.  
b Give way to oncoming traffic.  
c Wave oncoming vehicles through.  
d Accelerate to get past quickly.  
 
15. You must not reverse? 
 
a For longer than necessary.  
b For more than a car’s length.  
c Into a side road.  
d In a built-up area.  
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16. You are approaching a pedestrian crossing and someone 
is waiting to cross.  You should? 
 
a Continue at same speed. 
b Sound the horn.  
c Drive through quickly.  
d Slow down and get ready to stop.  
 
17. Vehicle excise duty is often called ‘Road Tax’ or ‘The Tax 
Disc’.   You must? 
 

a Keep it with your registration document.  
b Display it clearly on your vehicle.  
c Keep it concealed safely in your vehicle.  
d Carry it on you at all times.  
 
18. What do zigzag lines at a pedestrian crossing mean? 
 

a No parking at any time.  
b Parking allowed for a short period.  
c Slow down to 20 mph.  
d Sounding horns is not allowed.  
 

19. What does a sign with a brown background show? 
 

a Tourist directions.  
b Primary road.  
c Motorway routes.  
d Minor routes.  
 
20. You are following a large lorry on a wet road.  Spray makes 
it difficult to see.  You should? 

a Drop back until you can see better.  
b Put your headlights on full beam . 
c Keep close to the lorry, away from the spray.  
d Speed up and overtake quickly.  
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21. ‘Tailgating’ means? 
 
a Using the rear door of a hatchback car.  
b Reversing into a parking space.  
c Following another vehicle too closely.  
d Driving with rear fog lights on.  
 

22. Which of these, if allowed to get low, could cause an   
      accident? 
 
a Antifreeze level  
b Brake fluid level.  
c Battery water level.  
d Radiator coolant level.  
 
23. You will use more fuel if your tyres are? 
 
a Under-inflated.  
b Of different makes.  
c Over-inflated.  
d New and hardly used. 
 
24. It is illegal to drive with tyres that? 
 
a Have been bought second-hand.  
b Have a large deep cut in the side wall.  
c Are of different makes.  
d Are of different tread patterns.  
 
25. You start to feel tired whilst driving.  What should you do? 
 
a Increase your speed slightly.  
b Decrease your speed slightly.  
c Find a less busy route.  
d Pull over at a safe place to rest.  
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Local Licensing Conditions and Licensing Legislation 

 

There are 30 multiple choice questions to be answered. To pass 
you must answer 26 questions correctly.  
 
Answers are contained within: 
 

 This Booklet 
 

 Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence 
Conditions 

 

 Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Conditions 
 

 

 



Updated 17/11/2014 

Places of Local Interest; to pass you must identify the street name and area of at 

least 22 of the 25 places listed below. 

Place Street Name Area 

1. Wedgwood & Royal Doulton Outlet 
Store 

  

2. The Quality Hotel   

3. North Staffs Film Theatre   

4. Stoke Railway Station   

5. Etruria Industrial Museum   

6. Odeon Cinema   

7. Trentham Estate (formerly Trentham 
Gardens) 

  

8. Stoke Repertory Theatre   

9. Ford Green Hall   

10. Britannia Stadium   

11. Hanley Registrar’s Office   

12. Waterworld   

13. The Moathouse Hotel   

14. Holiday Inn Express (Stoke)    

15. Intu Potteries (Shopping Centre)   

16. Potteries Museum and Art Gallery   

17. Port Vale F.C   

18. Kings Hall   

19. Gladstone Pottery Museum   

20. Victoria Hall   

21. The Regent Theatre   

22. Emma Bridgewater Pottery -  Factory 
Shop 

  

23. Wedgwood Visitor Centre and Museum   

24. Mitchell Memorial Theatre   

25. Moorcroft Heritage   Visitors Centre   
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When you have passed the Local Knowledge Test a certificate will be 
issued. The certificate is valid for one year from the date of issue. 
 
How to apply for a Disclosure & Barring Service(DBS) Disclosure 
 
You must submit an enhanced Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS) 
disclosure. 
 
The DBS will only accept disclosures that are countersigned by Stoke-
on-Trent City Council Licensing Services. Completed disclosures are 
only valid for three months from the date of issue. 
 
 
You are responsible for any payments relating to a disclosure. Fees are 
non-refundable. 
 
To obtain a disclosure application form you must: 
 

 Telephone the Disclosure & Barring Service on 0870 90 90 844 
 

 Ask for an ENHANCED DISCLOSURE FORM 
 

 Quote Reference No. 211 170 000 06, and name of body: Licensing 
Services, Stoke-on-Trent City Council. 

 

 Pay the appropriate fee of £44.00 by cheque or postal order, made 
payable to the “DBS”. (Please note; receipts cannot be given as 
payment is forwarded with your application form to the DBS). 

 

When submitting the application form, it should be completed and 
submitted with supporting documentation to Licensing Services for 
checking and countersigning. Please book an appointment to submit 
your application form. 
 
Supporting documentation must include a passport or photo card driving 
licence and two recent utility bills (not less than three months old) 
showing your full name and postal address (i.e. gas bill, phone bill, 
council tax bill etc.). If a passport or photo card driver’s licence is not 
available, you should contact the DBS or Licensing Services for more 
information.  
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The DBS Disclosure Application will be countersigned by an authorised 
officer at Licensing Services and forwarded to the DBS on your behalf 
for processing.  
 
It can take 8 weeks or more for the DBS to process an application.  
Once processed, the DBS will send your disclosure directly to you. All 
information contained within the disclosure is strictly confidential. 
 
 
The Right to Work 

 

You must demonstrate your right to work in the United Kingdom by 
providing relevant documentation.  
 
When you attend your appointment you will need to bring with you: 
 

 A United Kingdom Passport confirming that you are a British 
Citizen or a Passport or National Identity Card from the 
European Economic Area (EEA). 

 
If you are unable to provide the above then you need to supply: 
 

 National Insurance Card and a non UK/EEA Passport with a 
Residence Permit. 

Or 

 National Insurance Card and a Certificate of Naturalisation. 
 
You will need to provide original documents and all details must have 
the correct spellings. 
 
If you are unable to supply any of the above documents please contact 
Licensing Services for advice. 
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How to apply for a Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle 
Drivers Licence 
 
To apply you need: 
 

 an appointment at Licensing Services; 
 

 your Local Knowledge Test pass certificate (must be less than 
12 months old); 

 

 your Disability Discrimination Awareness certificate; 
 

 a Medical Report (must be less than 3 months old); 
 

 a fully completed Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle 
Drivers Licence Application Form; 

 

 a DVLA Driving Licence held for 12 months at the date of 
application (Paper Licence and Card); 

 

 the fee; 
 

 Disclosure and Barring Service Certificate please note: DBS 
Disclosures must be less than three (3) months old. 

 

 BTEC Certificate in Road Passenger Vehicle Driving 
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Medical Report 

 
You must meet the DVLA Group II Medical Standard for vocational 
drivers. Further information is available at:  
 
www.dvla.gov.uk/medical.aspx 
 
Medical Reports must be completed by your GP (Doctor), who will 
charge you a fee. 
 
We will not accept medical reports that are more than 3 months old at 
the time of application. 
 
You are responsible for any payments relating to your medical report.   
 
Driving Licence 
 
You must submit a full UK Driving Licence or equivalent. Further 
information is available at www.dvla.gov.uk 
 
We will not accept a copy of your driving licence.  
 
Licences must be in a clean, undamaged and fully legible condition and 
must show your current address. 
 
Any endorsements will be considered. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dvla.gov.uk/medical.aspx
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Deciding on your application 
 
 
Once you have proven your right to work in the United Kingdom,  
attended a Disability Discrimination Awareness Course, have passed the 
Local Knowledge Test and your DBS and BTEC certificate has been 
received, then AND ONLY THEN can your application be submitted. 
 
Current convictions on your DVLA driving licence and any convictions, 
cautions, reprimands or other information stated on the DBS disclosure, 
together with any detail regarding licenses previously issued to or held 
by the applicant can and will be used to determine whether you are 
suitable to hold a licence. 
 
If an applicant has convictions then they may be referred to the 
Licensing and Registration Panel for determination of their application. 
 
Once an application has been determined and a licence can be issued 
then the following will be issued to the applicant: 
 
A Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence in three 
(3) parts: 
 

 Part A to be kept by the applicant; 
 

 Part B to be given to and held by the Operating base that the 
applicant works for; 

 

 Part C to be given to and held by the proprietor (Licensee) of 
the licensed vehicle that the applicant drives. 

 

 A set of Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Driver 
conditions as issued by Stoke-on-Trent City Council. 
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A Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Badge in two (2) 
parts: 
 

 A badge, badge holder and lanyard which must be worn 
around the neck at all times when driving a licensed vehicle. 

 

 A badge that is to be kept in the holder mounted on the 
dashboard such that it is visible to all passengers whilst 
driving a licensed vehicle. 

 
 

Continuing suitability 
 
If we are concerned about your suitability or continuing suitability to drive 
a licensed vehicle you may be referred to the Licensing and Registration 
Panel.  We may refer you to the panel if: 
 

1. you have any convictions, motoring or otherwise or; 
 

2. you don’t declare relevant information such as convictions on 
your application; 

  
3. you don’t comply with hackney carriage or private hire laws or 

your licence conditions;  
 

4. you don’t tell us about changes in your status, including your 
name and address; 

 
5. you don’t tell us about any convictions you have received since 

we issued your last licence; 
 

6. any other information which adversely affects your suitability. 
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To avoid being referred to panel you should: 
 

1. act lawfully at all times; 
 

2. tell us if you have any convictions, old or new, each time you 
apply; 

 
3. carefully complete your application form in full; 

 
4. read and comply with your licence conditions and the law;  

 
5. tell us if you change your address or your name;  

  
6. tell us if you receive any new convictions, motoring or 

otherwise, since we last issued your licence; 
 

7. tell us if you receive any new convictions, motoring or 
otherwise, since we last issued your licence; 

 
8. tell us if you develop any medical condition affecting your ability 

to safely drive a vehicle. 
 
Because of the higher level of trust being offered to you as a licensed 
driver, the panel are adopting a stricter approach to these matters.  
 
If you are referred to the Licensing and Registration Panel, they could 
suspend, revoke, refuse, renew or issue your licence for any period up 
to three years.  If a shorter licence period is applied, you will have to 
obtain a new Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS) disclosure to support 
your next application and/or provide a medical report dependent on the 
circumstances. 
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Licensing Offences 
It is a criminal offence: 

 to drive a licensed hackney carriage or private hire vehicle without 
a current hackney carriage and private hire vehicle drivers licence. 

 for any vehicle to act as a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle 
without the appropriate vehicle licence. 

 for any person to act as an operator of private hire vehicles without 
an operator’s licence. 

 to fail to wear a drivers badge whilst driving a licensed vehicle. 

 to fail to produce documents on request. 

 to obstruct an authorised officer. 

 to contravene the Council’s licensing conditions.  

 to unnecessarily prolong a journey, in distance or in time. 

Contravention may not only result in prosecution but may also lead to 
the suspension of, revocation of or refusal to renew an existing licence.  

 

Drivers 
All drivers must wear their Identity Badge issued by the Council in such 
a manner as to be plainly and distinctly visible at all times when driving a 
licensed vehicle.   
 
Drivers must not sound their horn to announce their arrival for a pick-up.  
The horn should only be used to warn other road users of their 
presence.  It is an offence to sound a horn in a stationary vehicle or 
between the hours of 11.30pm and 7.00am. 
 
Drivers must attend promptly for any hiring and must not unnecessarily 
prolong the journey, either in distance or time.  
 

Drivers must identify the correct passenger before permitting them to 
enter their vehicle and must not carry additional passengers without the 
express consent of the hirer. 
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APPENDIX I 

DRIVERS LICENCE CONDITIONS – PRIVATE HIRE 

 Definitions for this Appendix only 

‘You’ means the licensed driver. 

‘Your’ means of the licensed driver.  

‘We’, ‘Us’, ‘Our’ means Stoke on Trent City Council  

‘Vehicle’ and ‘Vehicles’ means the licensed private hire vehicle. 

‘Badge’ means the badge issued to you with your driver’s licence  

 1 Things you MUST Tell Us 

1.1 Change of details  

You must tell us in writing on our form, and within seven days of the change, if your 
details change from those given in your original licence application. 

These changes include any to: 

 Your name  

 Your address 

 Your operator 

1.2 Accidents/Damage to your vehicle 

You must tell us in writing on our form, as soon as possible, and always within 72 
hours of any accident to a licensed vehicle causing damage affecting the safety, 
performance or appearance of the vehicle or the comfort or convenience of persons using 
the vehicle 

1.3 Offences 

You must tell us immediately, and confirm in writing on our form, and within seven 
days if you are charged with an offence. 

You must provide details of: 

 The alleged offence 

 The date it occurred 

 Any other information regarding the allegation we may request from you. 

1.4 Convictions, Cautions and Warnings 

You must tell us in writing on our form, and within seven days, of the decision if you 
are convicted, cautioned or receive a warning  

You must provide details of: 

 The offence and date it occurred 

 The date of conviction/caution/warning 

 The convicting court or issuing police station  

 Any penalty and fine imposed on you 

 Any other information regarding the matter we may request from you. 
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1.5 Fixed Penalty Endorsements 

You must tell us in writing on our form, and within seven days of acceptance, if you 
accept a fixed penalty endorsement.  

You must provide details of: 

 The offence and the date it occurred 

 The date you accepted the endorsement 

 Any other penalty and fine imposed on you 

 Any other information regarding the matter we may request from you. 

You must provide your DVLA licence to us in person once it has been endorsed.    

1.6 Refusals, Suspensions, Revocations 

You must tell us in writing on our form, and within 7 days of any suspension, 
revocation of refusal to issue a licence by any other council you hold licences with or apply 
to. You must tell us the date of decision, the name of the council, the licence number(s) of 
the licences suspended or revoked, and provide us with a copy of the decision notice 
issued by the other council giving the grounds for their action. 

1.7 Changes to Your Health  

You must tell us if your health changes and you develop or suffer from: 

 A Heart Condition 

 Abnormal Blood Pressure 

 Diabetes 

 Epilepsy 

 Sudden Attacks of Giddiness or Fainting 

 Deterioration of Eyesight or Hearing 

 Alcohol or Drug Dependency 

 Mental or Psychological Disorder 

 Serious Physical Injury or Disability 

 Any other condition affecting your ability to drive 

 1.8 You must tell us if you lose your drivers badge or ‘in vehicle’ Identity Card immediately. 

 2. Things You MUST do 

2.1 You must comply with these conditions and all the requirements of your licences and not 
commit any offences under the Town Police Clauses Act 1847, Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, Disability Discrimination Act 1995 and General Road 
Traffic Laws and Construction and Use Regulations. 

2.2 You must provide us with a certificate signed by your Doctor saying you meet the Group II 
medical standard for professional drivers and are fit to drive a private hire vehicle after any 
period of absence from work due to sickness which lasts for more than 6 weeks.  

2.3 You must give Part B of your licence to your operator before undertaking your first hiring 
with that operator. 

You must repeat this each time your licence is renewed. 
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 2.4 You must give Part C of your driver’s licence marked ‘Vehicle Licensee’s Copy’ to the 
vehicle licensee before taking your first hiring.  

You must repeat this each time your licence is renewed. 

 2.5 You must keep your drivers badge and in vehicle Identity Card safe and secure and not 
lend them to anyone else.  

 2.6 You must return your badge and counterpart to us when your licence expires. 

 2.7 You must wear your badge so that it is plainly visible to passengers whenever you are 
driving a licensed vehicle. 

 2.8 You must provide any customer who asks you with your name and badge number.  

 2.9 You must fix the ‘in vehicle’ or ‘second’ Identity Card we give you in the vehicle, in the card 
holder provided so that it is plainly visible to all passengers.  

 2.10 You must check your vehicle signs are all present, legible, and in the correct place before 
starting work.  

 2.11 You must make sure an up-to-date rate of fares card is present in the vehicle before 
starting work.  

 2.12 You must know the maximum number of passengers you may carry at any one time before 
starting work. 

 2.13 You must make sure the vehicle is clean and that suitable luggage space is available 
before starting work. 

2.14 You must take all reasonable precautions to ensure the safety of persons getting into, 
travelling in, or getting out of your vehicle.  

 2.15 If you drive a wheelchair accessible vehicle you must become familiar with all equipment 
fitted to enable hire by a wheelchair user, and its correct operation, before using the 
vehicle.    

 2.16 You must drive your customer to their requested destination by the shortest route, unless 
instructed otherwise by your customer. 

 2.17 You must charge the journey fare at your operator’s agreed rates, or if the customer has 
requested you be engaged by time at the agreed rate per unit of time.  

Where your vehicle has a taximeter this should be operated and illuminated at the start of 
the journey, and the customer should not be requested to pay more than the fare shown on 
the meter at the end of the journey. 

2.18 You must permit any guide, assistance or hearing dog to accompany the person whose 
control it is under when they hire your services.  

Any driver with a medical condition that would be aggravated by carrying dogs may apply 
to the Council for an exemption from this condition. 



 

 

28 

2.19 You must provide a written receipt at the request of the customer showing: 

 The date and time 

 The pickup location 

 The destination location 

 The fare charged 

 Your operator 

 Your plate number 

 Your signature 

 2.20 You must check your vehicle for property left by customers after every hiring and report 
any property found to your operator immediately, and to the Police within 2 days of 
discovery. Such property must be left in the custody of the Police if not returned to the 
customer.   

  3. Things you MUST NOT do 

 3.1 You must not drive your vehicle unless you are licensed by us to drive private hire 
vehicles. 

 3.2 You must not display more than one drivers badge in any licensed vehicle you are driving. 

 3.3 You must not carry a child under the age of 10 in the front seat of the vehicle and you will 
not allow more than one person to travel in the front seat of the vehicle, unless the vehicle 
is specifically designed for such use. 

 3.4 You must not tout for business nor ply for hire by calling out to nearby persons or by 
inviting them to hire you unless a booking has been made and agreed with your operator. 

 3.5 You must not park or linger on any of the following locations other than at a marked pick up 
point provided specifically for private hire vehicles: 

 Transport Lane, Longton 

 Tower Square, Tunstall 

 Pickford Place and Saracen Way, Meir. 

 Market Place including Wedgwood Place, Burslem  

 Piccadilly, Marsh Street North and South, the entire length of Trinity Street, Stafford 
Street and Town Road, Hanley 

 Lichfield Street, Hanley, neighbouring the Bus Station  

 Within the vicinity of any authorised hackney carriage rank. 

 At any other location notified to you in writing  

3.6 You must not use your horn other than in situations permitted under the highway code.  

3.7 You must not without the hirer’s permission play any radio or other audio equipment in 
your vehicle other than for the purposes of sending or receiving messages in connection 
with the operation of that vehicle. 

3.8 You must not allow the noise emitted by any equipment in your vehicle to be a source of 
nuisance or annoyance to any person, whether inside or outside the vehicle. 
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APPENDIX F 

VEHICLE LICENCE CONDITIONS - PRIVATE HIRE 

 Definitions for this Appendix only 

‘You’ means the licence holder(s) 

‘Your’ means of you 

‘We’, ‘Us’, ‘Our’ means Stoke-on-Trent City Council  

‘Vehicle and Vehicles’ means the vehicle to which the Private Hire vehicle licence 
relates 

‘Driver’ means a person licensed by us to drive the vehicle 

 1 Things You MUST Tell Us 

1.1 Changes to your details  

You must tell us in writing on our form, and within seven days of the change, if your 
details change from those given in your original licence application. 

These changes include any to: 

 Your name  

 Your address 

 Your operator 

 Who is driving your vehicle 

1.2 Changes to insurance  

You must tell us in writing on our form, and within 7 days of any changes to the vehicle 
insurance policy including to the provider, the cover, limitations to use, and named drivers. 

1.3 Accidents/Damage to your vehicle 

You must tell us in writing on our form, as soon as possible, and always within 72 
hours of any accident to a licensed vehicle causing damage affecting the safety, 
performance or appearance of the vehicle or the comfort or convenience of persons using 
the vehicle 

1.4 Transfers 

You must tell us in writing on our form, as soon as possible and always within 14 days 
if you transfer the vehicle licence to another person, or add another person onto the licence 
as a part proprietor.    

The form must be completed by you and the proposed licensee with the vehicle insurance 
document and the appropriate transfer fee within the 14 day deadline.  

1.5 Refusals, Suspensions, Revocations 

You must tell us in writing on our form, and within 7 days of any suspension, revocation 
of refusal to issue a licence by any other council you hold licences with or apply to. 

You must tell us the date of decision, the name of the council, the licence number(s) of the 
licences suspended or revoked, and provide us with a copy of the decision notice issued by 
the other council giving the grounds for their action.  
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 2 Things you MUST NOT do 

2.1 You must not drive your vehicle unless you are licensed by us to drive private hire vehicles.  

2.2 You must not transfer any sign bearing the vehicle licence number to another vehicle. 

2.3 You must not attach signs (including magnetic signs) to your vehicle unless they have been 
approved by us first. 

2.4 You must not use your vehicle if it has any damaged or missing signs. 

2.5 You must not modify the specification, design, condition or appearance of your vehicle 
unless you have our written approval. 

2.6 You must not carry any fare paying passengers if you convert your vehicle to run on LPG or 
any other non-standard fuel during the licence period, unless you have shown us a 
certificate confirming satisfactory installation by a competent body. 

Converted vehicles must retain a reasonable amount of luggage space.  

 3 Things you MUST do 

3.1 You must ensure that your vehicles comply with all the requirements of their licences and 
are not in such condition as to commit any offences under the Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, Equality Act 2010 and General Road Traffic Laws and 
Construction and Use Regulations. 

3.2 You must have a valid policy of insurance or such security as complies with the 
requirements of Part VI of the Road Traffic Act 1972 during the period of the vehicle licence 
covering the vehicle for private hire use but not public hire use. 

3.3 You must show your current vehicle insurance certificate to your operator if they ask you for 
it. 

3.4 You must give Part B of your licence to your operator before the vehicle is used to 
undertake its first booking with that operator. 

You must repeat this each time your licence is renewed. 

3.5 You must demand Part C of the driver’s licence marked ‘Vehicle Licensee’s Copy’, and 
inspect the driver’s badge before allowing any person to drive your vehicle the first time. 

3.6 You must retain the Part C document in a safe and secure location and show us each 
driver’s licence Part C or any other alternative document we request which contains the 
same information when asked by us.  

3.7 You must keep each driver’s licence Part C, or a copy of the same, for at least 12 months 
from the date of the last booking for that driver. 

3.8 Where a driver is no longer used by you, you must keep a copy of that driver’s licence Part 
C and return the original to him/ her. 
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3.9 You must systematically check your records for expiring driver licences and demand from 
any driver of your vehicle a replacement Part C of the relevant licence to continue to be 
satisfied as to the driver’s licence status. 

3.10 You must fix the ‘in vehicle’ or ‘second’ Identity Card holder we give you in the vehicle so 
that the drivers ID card is plainly visible to all passengers. The card holder must be kept in 
good condition at all times. 

3.11 You must comply with the signage requirements detailed in Appendix D at all times your 
vehicle is licensed. 

3.12 You must check that the vehicle is displaying the approved signs for your operator before 
installing a radio or other communications device into the vehicle.  

3.13 You must display an up to date approved rate of fares card plainly and distinctly in the cabin 
of the vehicle and maintain it so that the information on the card is clearly visible to the 
passengers. 

3.14 You must notify your operator if you transfer your vehicle licence to another person.  

4. Maintaining Your Vehicle 

4.1 You must keep the vehicle to the pre-licensing specification at all times. 

4.2 You must keep the inside and outside of your vehicle in a clean, safe and presentable 
condition.  

4.3 You must the vehicle free from dents and rust with even paintwork matching that applied by 
the manufacturer. Any accident damage must be repaired as soon as practicable. 

4.4 You must keep the inside of the vehicle free of stains, splits, and tears to the upholstery, 
trim panels, carpets and head-linings.  

5 Your Taximeter (if fitted) 

5.1 If fitted to your vehicle the taximeter must be  

 set to the current rate of fares for your operator  

 located where it is plainly and distinctly visible to all passengers. 

 sealed so that it is not practicable to tamper with the meter or its fittings except by 
breaking, damaging or permanently displacing the seals  

 illuminated when the meter is on. 

5.2 You must not allow anyone to drive your vehicle for hire purposes until you are satisfied that 
they know how to properly use the taximeter. 

5.3 You must notify us of any damage to the taximeter, and repair it and any seals as soon as 
possible after any damage. 
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APPENDIX E 

VEHICLE LICENCE CONDITIONS - HACKNEY CARRIAGE 

 Definitions for this Appendix only 

‘You’ means the licensed proprietor(s) 

‘Your’ means of you 

‘We’, ‘Us’, ‘Our’ means Stoke on Trent City Council   

‘Vehicle and Vehicles’ means the vehicle to which the Hackney Carriage vehicle 
licence relates 

‘Driver’ means a person licensed by us to drive the vehicle 

 1 Things You MUST Tell Us 

1.1 Changes to your details  

You must tell us in writing on our form, and within seven days of the change, if your 
details change from those given in your original licence application. 

These changes include any to: 

 Your name  

 Your address 

 Who is driving the vehicle 

1.2 Changes to insurance  

You must tell us in writing on our form, and within 7 days of any changes to the vehicle 
insurance policy including to the provider, the cover, limitations to use, and named drivers. 

1.3 Accidents/Damage to your vehicle 

You must tell us in writing on our form, as soon as possible, and always within 72 hours 
of any accident to a licensed vehicle causing damage affecting the safety, performance or 
appearance of the vehicle or the comfort or convenience of persons using the vehicle 

1.4 Transfers 

You must tell us in writing on our form, as soon as possible and always within 14 days if 
you transfer the vehicle licence to another person, or add another person onto the licence as 
a part proprietor.    

The form must be completed by you and the proposed licensee with the vehicle insurance 
document and the appropriate transfer fee within the 14 day deadline.  

1.5 Refusals, Suspensions, Revocations 

You must tell us in writing on our form, and within 7 days of any suspension, revocation of 
refusal to issue a licence by any other council you hold licences with or apply to. 

You must tell us the date of decision, the name of the council, the licence number(s) of the 
licences suspended or revoked, and provide us with a copy of the decision notice issued by 
the other council giving the grounds for their action.  
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 2 Things you MUST NOT do 

2.1 You must not drive your vehicle unless you are licensed by us to drive hackney carriages.  

2.2 You must not transfer any sign bearing the vehicle licence number to another vehicle. 

2.3 You must not use your vehicle if it has any damaged or missing signs. 

2.4 You must not modify the specification, design, condition or appearance of your vehicle unless 
you have our written approval. 

2.5 You must not carry any fare paying passengers if you convert your vehicle to run on LPG or 
any other non-standard fuel during the licence period, unless you have shown us a certificate 
confirming satisfactory installation by a competent body. 

Converted vehicles must retain a reasonable amount of luggage space.  

 3 Things you MUST do 

3.1 You must ensure that you, and your drivers comply with all the conditions of their licences and 
do not commit any offences under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1976, Town and Police Clauses Act 1847, Equality Act 2010 and General Road Traffic Laws 
and Construction and Use Regulations. 

3.2 You must have a valid policy of insurance or such security as complies with the requirements 
of Part VI of the Road Traffic Act 1972 which covers the period of the vehicle licence and 
permits for public hire use but not private hire use. 

3.3 You must demand Part C of the driver’s licence marked ‘Vehicle Licensee’s Copy’, and 
inspect the driver’s badge before allowing any person to drive your vehicle for  the first time. 

3.4 You must retain the Part C document in a safe and secure location and show us each driver’s 
licence Part C or any other alternative document we request which contains the same 
information when asked by us.  

3.5 You must keep each driver’s licence Part C, or a copy of the same, for at least 12 months 
from the date of the last booking for that driver. 

3.6 Where a driver is no longer used by you, you must keep a copy of that driver’s licence Part C 
and return the original to him/ her. 

3.7 You must systematically check your records for expiring driver licences and demand from any 
driver of your vehicle a replacement Part C of the relevant licence to continue to be satisfied 
as to the driver’s licence status. 

3.8 You must comply with the signage requirements detailed in Appendix D at all times your 
vehicle is licensed. 

3.9 You must display a roof sign on the vehicle bearing the word ‘TAXI’ and illuminate it from 
inside the vehicle only when the vehicle is plying for hire. 

3.10 You must will display an up to date approved rate of fares card plainly and distinctly in the 
cabin of the vehicle and maintain it so that the information on the card is clearly visible to the 
passengers. 
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4. Maintaining Your Vehicle 

4.1 You must keep the vehicle to the pre-licensing specification at all times. 

4.2 You must keep the inside and outside of your vehicle in a clean, safe and presentable 
condition.  

4.3 You must keep the vehicle free from dents and rust with even paintwork matching that 
applied by the manufacturer. Any accident damage must be repaired as soon as practicable. 

4.4 You must keep the inside of the vehicle free of stains, splits, and tears to the upholstery, trim 
panels, carpets and head-linings.  

5 Your Taximeter 

5.1 Your taximeter must be  

 set to the current rate of fares allowed by us and no other  

 located where it is plainly and distinctly visible to all passengers. 

 sealed so that it is not practicable to tamper with the meter or its fittings except by 
breaking, damaging or permanently displacing the seals  

 illuminated when the meter is on. 

5.2 If your taximeter has a flag or other device fitted, bearing the words ‘FOR HIRE’ then the flag 
or other device must 

 plainly and distinctly display the words ‘FOR HIRE’ on each side in plain letters at least 
one and a half inches in height only when the taximeter is not in active use 

 be capable of being locked in a position in which the words are horizontal and legible, 
and in this position, no fare shall be displayed on the meter 

5.3 If your taximeter does not have a flag or other device bearing the words ‘FOR HIRE’  
 

 it must be fitted with a key or other device which, when turned shall lock into position, 
start the meter and cause the word ‘HIRED’ to appear on the face of the taximeter 

 

 you must provide a sign bearing the words ‘FOR HIRE’ in plain letters at least one and a 
half inches in height which can be safely operated by the driver to indicate clearly and 
conveniently to persons outside the carriage whether or not the carriage is for hire 

5.4 You must ensure that when your taximeter is in action that the chargeable fare is plainly and 
distinctly legible and that the word ‘FARE’ is printed on the face of the taximeter in plain 
letters and cannot easily be confused with any other figures or letters displayed on the meter. 

5.5 You will not allow anyone to drive your vehicle for hire purposes until you are satisfied that 
they know how to properly use the meter. 

5.6 You will notify us of any damage to the meter, and repair it and any seals as soon as possible 
after any damage. 
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APPENDIX D 
SIGNS and SIGNAGE 
 

 Definitions for this Appendix only 

‘You’ means the licensee(s) 

‘We’, ‘Us’, ‘Our’ means Stoke on Trent City Council   

‘Vehicle’ and ‘Vehicles’ means the licensed vehicle  

All images of signs below are not to scale and are for illustrative purposes 
only. 

 1 General Matters  

1.1 We will provide all the signs required for your licensed vehicle APART from approved 
door signs showing the vehicle proprietor which are your responsibility.  

1.2 All signage issued bearing the vehicle licence number remains our property. 

1.3 All plate signs on the outside  of the vehicle must be fitted onto a platform which is 
permanently attached to your vehicle and NOT be directly fixed to the vehicle itself.    

1.4 All of the signs inside your vehicle sit in adhesive pockets which must be permanently 
attached to your vehicle.  These pockets must stay fixed to your vehicle, even when the 
sign is removed.   

1.5 You must ensure that before your vehicle is used all plates and signs are maintained in a 
sound and clean condition, and unobstructed, such that the sign information can be read. 

1.6 You must report any lost or stolen plate or sign to us and the police within 72 hours and 
provide a crime reference number for such a loss. 

1.7 Where any plate, sign or fixing is lost, damaged or stolen then you must obtain and fit a 
replacement sign from us at your own expense without delay. 

1.8 If the vehicle licence expires, is revoked or suspended, an authorised Council officer or 
Police Constable may: 

 immediately remove and retain any signage (except the rear plate for exterior fixing) 
bearing the vehicle licence number until the licence is reinstated. 

 attach a sign to the vehicle to show that the vehicle licence is suspended.  Any 
tampering or removal of this sign during a period of suspension will be viewed as 
obstruction. 

1.9 Where a licence renewal application is being made you must return to the council with 
your application all signage bearing the vehicle number previously issued to you. If this is 
not practicable you must provide a statement of the reasons for this.  
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 2 Hackney Carriages – Outside 

2.1 Front Plate  

 

 

 

2.2 You must fix the Front Plate on or above the bumper within a bracket provided by the 
licencing department with at least 5cm gap to the vehicle registration number plate. 

2.3 Rear Plate  

 

 

 

2.4 You must fix the Rear Plate sign on or above the rear bumper within a bracket provided 
by the licencing department either: 

 side by side with the vehicle registration number plate with at least 5cm distance 
apart 

 OR 

 in any other position, on or above the bumper where the vehicle registration number 
plate of standard design with all the letters and numbers on one row 

2.5 Proprietor’s Name  

2.6 All Hackney Carriages must have permanently affixed to the two front doors of the 
vehicle the Proprietor’s name in full in white or gold lettering, or another colour previous 
agreed with us. The lettering shall be a minimum of one inch and a maximum of two 
inches in height and width.  The Proprietor may also display on the two front doors the 
company name in addition to the Proprietor’s name but not in place of it.  No other signs, 
advertisements or distinguishing marks may appear on the vehicle without our prior 
approval.  The use of magnetically affixed signs is not allowed. 

2.7 Jump In Signs – display discretionary  

2.8 You may place the Jump In signs on the outside of the rear passenger doors on the 
upper part of the door of the vehicle with the information clearly displayed and in a 
vertical place so that they are plainly and distinctly visible to any passenger entering the 
rear of the vehicle.   
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 3. Hackney Carriages – Inside  

3.1 Front passenger sign  

 

 

 

3.2 You must place the front passenger sign in the plastic pocket provided by us and fix this 
to your vehicle in a horizontal position on the dashboard of the vehicle or other suitable 
location so that it is plainly and distinctly visible to any passenger seated in the front 
passenger seat of the vehicle. 

3.3 Rear internal facing passenger sign - seating capacity of 4 or less 

 

 

 

3.4 You must place the rear passenger sign in the plastic pocket provided by us and fix this 
to your vehicle in a horizontal position in the rear quarter light glass on each side of the 
vehicle.  Where the vehicle does not have rear quarter light glass, signs may be attached 
in any alternative location so that they are plainly and distinctly visible to any passenger 
seated in the rear of the vehicle. 

3.5 Rear internal facing passenger sign - seating capacity of 5 or more 

 

 

 

3.6  Where the passenger seating area is not split into rows of seats facing in the same 
direction the first sign must be located to be visible to passengers getting into the 
vehicle, and the second signs must be located so that it is plainly and distinctly 
visible to passengers sitting in the vehicle. 

 Where the passenger seating area is split into rows of seats the first sign must be 
located on the off-side window opposite the passenger door visible to passengers 
getting into the vehicle, and second sign must be on the near-side window in the 
second row of seats visible to passengers sitting in the vehicle. 

3.7 Rear external facing passengers sign 
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3.8 You must place this in the plastic pocket provided by us and will fix this to your vehicle in 
a horizontal position in the rear quarter light glass on each side of the vehicle.  Where the 
vehicle does not have rear quarter light glass, signs may be attached in any alternative 
location so that they are plainly and distinctly visible to any passenger getting into the 
vehicle.   

3.9 No Smoking Sign 

 

 

3.10 You must display in each compartment of the vehicle 1 NO SMOKING sign at least 
85mm in diameter. 
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                            Proprietor Name 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Front passenger sign     

No Smoking 

FRONT PLATE 

BACK PLATE 
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 4 Private Hire – Outside 

4.1 Front Plate  

 

 

 

4.2 You must fix the Front Plate on or above the bumper within a bracket provided by the 
licencing department with at least 5cm gap to the vehicle registration number plate. 

4.3 Rear Plate  

 

 

 

4.4 
You must fix the Rear Plate sign on or above the rear bumper within a bracket provided 
by the licencing department either: 

 side by side with the vehicle registration number plate with at least 5cm distance 
apart 

 OR 

 in any other position, on or above the bumper where the vehicle registration number 
plate of standard design with all the letters and numbers on one row 

4.5 Approved Door Signs  

4.6 You must permanently display the approved door signs of your nominated operator on 
the upper half of the driver’s door and front passenger’s door. The door signs must 
contrast with the colour of the vehicle to which they are attached.  Where your vehicle is 
operated by more than one private hire operator, you must only display those approved 
door signs for the operator operating the vehicle at any given time 

4.7 Illegal Hire Signs  

 

4.8 You must place the illegal hire signs on the outside of the rear passenger doors on the 
upper part of the door of the vehicle with the information clearly displayed and in a 
vertical place so that they are plainly and distinctly visible to any passenger entering the 
rear of the vehicle.  

 5. Private Hire – Inside  

5.1 Front passenger sign  

 

 

 



 

 

41 

5.2 You must place the front passenger sign in the plastic pocket provided by us and fix this 
to your vehicle in a horizontal position on the dashboard of the vehicle or other suitable 
location so that it is plainly and distinctly visible to any passenger seated in the front 
passenger seat of the vehicle. 

5.3 Rear internal facing passenger sign - seating capacity of 4 or less 

 

 

 

5.4 You must place the rear passenger sign in the plastic pocket provided by us and fix this 
to your vehicle in a horizontal position in the rear quarter light glass on each side of the 
vehicle.  Where the vehicle does not have rear quarter light glass, signs may be attached 
in any alternative location so that they are plainly and distinctly visible to any passenger 
seated in the rear of the vehicle. 

5.5 Rear internal facing passenger sign - seating capacity of 5 or more 

 

 

5.6  Where the passenger seating area is not split into rows of seats facing in the same 
direction the first sign must be located to be visible to passengers getting into the 
vehicle, and the second signs must be located so that it is plainly and distinctly 
visible to passengers sitting in the vehicle. 

 Where the passenger seating area is split into rows of seats the first sign must be 
located on the off-side window opposite the passenger door visible to passengers 
getting into the vehicle, and second sign must be on the near-side window in the 
second row of seats visible to passengers sitting in the vehicle. 

5.7 Rear external facing passengers sign 

 

5.8 You must place this in the plastic pocket provided by us and will fix this to your vehicle in 
a horizontal position in the rear quarter light glass on each side of the vehicle.  Where the 
vehicle does not have rear quarter light glass, signs may be attached in any alternative 
location so that they are plainly and distinctly visible to any passenger getting into the 
vehicle.   

5.9 No Smoking Sign 

 

 

5.10 You must display in each compartment of the vehicle 1 NO SMOKING sign at least 
85mm in diameter. 
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                            APPROVED DOOR SIGN 
 
 

 
 

                             
 
 
             FRONT PASSENGER SIGNS 
         
 
         REAR PLATE 
  
                         
 
                                   FRONT PLATE 
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 Hackney Carriage and Private Hire  
Local Knowledge Application 

 For Office Use:  Flare Number       

 

SECTION 48 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1976 
SECTION 40 TOWN POLICE CLAUSES ACT, 1847 

 

SECTION A – THE APPLICANT 

Title  
 

Full Name  

Home Address 

 

 

 Postcode        

DoB d d m m y y Tel  

Mobile  Fax  

Email  

DVLA No.  Issue No.  
 

SECTION B – PREVIOUS NAMES 

Forenames  

Surname  
 

SECTION C – APPLICANT DECLARATION AND CAUTION 

I declare that I have the RIGHT TO WORK in the United Kingdom and that the information 
given in this application is true to the best of knowledge. 
 
I understand that it is a criminal offence to make a false statement or omit any material 
particular from this application or any supporting document. 
 
I confirm that I hold a valid DVLA licence? Yes        No    (I will have held it for 12 months 
when I apply for my driver’s licence) 
 
This authority is under a duty to protect the public funds it administers, and to this end 
may use the information you have provided on this form for the prevention and detection 
of fraud. It may also share this information with other bodies responsible for auditing or 
administering public funds for these purposes. For further information see 
www.stoke.gov.uk/fraud. 

Signature  Date d d m m y y 

 

SECTION D – FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
 

 

Date Submitted  LKT Date  

DVLA Licence Copied?  DDA Date  

Officer Initials  DBS Number  

Photo Rec (N&A on the back)  

http://www.stoke.gov.uk/fraud
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              PERSONAL DETAILS 
 

 
 
ETHNICITY 
 

ETHNIC ORIGIN 

I would describe my ethnic origin as: 

White Mixed Asian/Asian British 

British
 

W1 White/Black Caribbean
 

M1 Indian
 

A1 

Irish
 

W2 White/Black African
 

M2 Pakistani
 

A2 

Irish Traveller
 

W3 White/Asian
 

M3 Bangladeshi
 

A3 

Gypsy/Roma
 

W4 Other/Mixed
 

M4 Other/Asian
            A4 

Other White
 

W5   

Black/Black British Chinese/Other Ethnic  

Caribbean       
 

B1 Chinese
 

C1  

African
 

B2 Other
 

C2  

Other Black
 

B3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISABILITY 
 

Do you have any Special Needs? YES NO
 

If yes, please give brief details of your disability, i.e: Physical disabilities, Hearing Impairment, 

Visual Impairment: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The information given will not affect your application 
 
 

Name:  ______________________________ 
 
Signed: ______________________________ 
 
Date:  ______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 


