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Our City is printed on
recycled paper. When
you have finished with
this publication please
help the environment
by passing it on to a
friend or recycling it.

Progress will
benefit every
resident... so
please join in
By City Council Leader
Councillor
MOHAMMED PERVEZ
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IT is a year since we launched our
ambitious Mandate for Change
with its clear top priority of
creating jobs for the people of
Stoke-on-Trent.

It was important at this
landmark to invite our partners,
residents, the business
community and the voluntary
sector to give us their feedback
on the first year.

We wanted to see where the
Mandate for Change has already
had an impact (see the feature on
the opposite page) but also to
find out what we need to do
more, what we need to do less
and what we need to do quicker.

It is important that we make
sure everybody understands
what Mandate for Change is all
about, so we can encourage them
to participate – because each and
every resident, business and
organisation has a role to play.

Now we need everyone to
realise this, and join in.

This is how we will accelerate
the progress being made in our
city.

We must not forget that these
are very difficult times for
councils, and that the austerity
measures announced by the
Government look like continuing
for some time to come.

It is a tribute to the hard work
and commitment of councillors,
officers and our partners in the
public, private and voluntary
sectors that so much is being
achieved in terms of
regeneration.

It is astonishing, when we have
had to cut our budgets by around
£60 million over the last two
years, that we are talking about
stepping up the pace of change to
improve quality of life in our city.

But we must keep up that
momentum, in spite of the fact
that council finances will continue
to be under significant pressure.

It’s clear that we will not be
able to sustain and grow the
number of jobs in the public
sector, so we must attract even
more private sector jobs.

We have started the process
and won’t stop until we succeed.

We will face up to the
challenges ahead, and nothing
will shake our passion to improve
the quality of life of our citizens.

MEETINGS of the full council can now be viewed online. To see and hear
the debates and decisions which affect life in Stoke-on-Trent, visit
stoke.gov.uk and click on webcasting.

A list of dates and times of council meetings and committee meetings 
can be found on our website at stoke.gov.uk/meetingdates

Live webcast of full council meetings Give us your feedback
on this issue of 
Our City by emailing
ourcity@stoke.gov.uk 
or write to: 
FREEPOST Our City.

Council in line for three national WOW awards

TALKS are already
under way to start
the ball rolling on a

massive redevelopment of
Stoke town centre
including job creation and
regenerating derelict sites.

It is aimed at “filling the gap”
left when the city council
transfers its main offices to the
city centre in 2015 to kick start
the huge Central Business
District there.

One of the city’s biggest
employers has already expressed
an interest in moving into one of
the offices which will be vacated
by the city council.

And an exciting plan is also
being hatched to transform the
site of the former Spode factory
into a 21st Century learning,
training and leisure

development... a landmark for
the city and visible to thousands
of motorists passing every day
on the A500.

Work has already started to
clear the land at the Central
Business District, which will
eventually provide office space
for around 6,500 workers as well
as a gym, cafes and bars.

As the so-called anchor
tenant, the city council will move
into a 140,000 sq ft two storey

office development, complete
with a customer hub where the
public can access a whole range
of services and a new central
library.

Cabinet Member for Economic
Development, Councillor Mark
Meredith said: “The Central
Business District will not only
boost our city’s economy but will
also provide an opportunity for
the city council to reduce the
number of buildings it occupies
to save money.

“But we are also working hard
to support the economy of Stoke
town centre by filling buildings
which will become empty, with
workers who will spend money
in local shops, cafes and other
businesses.

“Part of our Mandate for
Change is to attract jobs and
investment. We have already had
positive talks to attract
investment to Stoke. We are
following up a number of

expressions of interest, some of
which we received during the
MIPIM regeneration event in
the South of France.

“And developing the Spode
site is an important part of our
strategy for the town.”

Stoke-on-Trent’s Inward
Investment Team is currently
working on 24 active
opportunities that will lead to an
investment decision in the next
12 months.

Stoke could also be at the
centre of plans to make the city
energy self sufficient, with the
civic centre and other buildings
heated using surplus warmth
from other buildings.

Cabinet Member for Green
Enterprises and City Services
Councillor Andy Platt said:
“We’re looking at how a number
of projects around the Stoke
town plan can be implemented.
We’re not simply writing off
Stoke. We’re investing in Stoke.”

Plans in the pipeline
for big Stoke boost

QR codes like this one are printed alongside
articles and advertisements throughout this issue
of Our City. They are direct links to a world of
relevant information on the internet.

This one is a link to the city council’s main
homepage, but a QR code can be produced to link
to any site online. All you need to do to use the QR code is download
a free app to your smartphone or tablet. Take a photograph or scan
the QR code using your phone and the app will take you online.

Codes make surfing simple

THE
SHAPE OF

THINGS TO COME...
Cabinet Member for

Economic Development
Councillor Mark Meredith

at Staffordshire
University’s
new science

building.

STOKE-on-Trent City Council has been
shortlisted in three categories at the national
WOW! Awards – the only awards based purely
on nominations from customers.

The city council is up for Best Local
Authority 2012, which reflects the quality,
quantity and diversity of nominations sent in
praising the council’s commitment to
customers.

The Day Rehabilitation Team based at 
St Michael’s House has made the shortlist in
the WOW! You Changed My Life category.

One nomination read:“Before I was
introduced to the Rehab Team, I just wanted to
lock the door, throw away the key and die. I
have now got my life back.The experience has
changed my life.”

Tracy Jackson OBE, Strategic Manager for

the South Locality, has been shortlisted for
Most Inspiring Front Liner 2012 (Public Sector).

One of her nominations read:“Tracy is a
wonderful person and really cares for each
and every family who passes her path.”

The judges will hear presentations in
London in September before the winners are
announced at the gala awards ceremony in
the capital on 3 December.
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QUIT smoking services in
Stoke-on-Trent have
smashed targets to achieve
their best results ever.

In the year to March 3,248
people managed to kick the
habit for at least four weeks
– almost 30 per cent more
than the target of 2,500.

The NHS Stop Smoking
Service in the city offers:

● One-to-one or group
support.

● Free friendly advice on
preparing to quit, quitting
and staying quit.

● Stop smoking
medications such as
patches or chewing gum
which are available for the
cost of a prescription
charge, or free to people
who do not pay for
prescriptions.

● Stop Smoking support is
also available in GP
surgeries, pharmacies and
other community venues.

Acting Director of Public
Health Dr Zafar Iqbal said:
“This record breaking year
shows how much is being
done to help support those
people who want to quit in
our city.

“I’d also like to say well
done to all those people
who have given up – we
know it’s not easy.”

● To find out more about
support to stop smoking
please call Freephone 
0800 085 0928.

ANYONE who has been a
victim of hate crime or who
knows a victim is being urged
to report it.

This means anyone who has
been targeted on the grounds
of race, religion, sexual
orientation, transgender, or
disability.

Hate crime in any form is
wrong. That’s why it’s
important when hate crime
happens it is reported.

Help Staffordshire Police to
tackle hate crime:
● Report it online –

www.report-it.org.uk 
● Report it to your local

police – call 101 
● In an emergency, always

dial 999 

3,248 kick
the habit to
beat target

BUSINESS leaders 
and community
representatives have

challenged the city council
to step up the pace of its
Mandate for Change and
drive forward the city’s
regeneration even quicker.

An event staged to mark the
first 12 months of the ambitious
programme celebrated success
across areas including:
● Securing 500 new jobs via help

from inward investment and
increasing the number of new
businesses.

● Setting up an inward
investment team to roll out the
red carpet to companies
wanting to locate in Stoke-on-
Trent.

● Working with partnerships to
increase the number of
apprenticeships offered in the
city from 2,600 in September
2010 to 3,900 in November
2012.

● Delivering adult and family
learning to over 5,000 people.

● Streamlining the planning
service to say “yes” to good
development.

● Working with partners to
include energy efficiency
measures at over 5,500 homes.

● Installing solar panels at 568
homes across the city.

● Cleaning up busy junctions on
the A500 and A50.

● Helping 19 local companies bid
for £15million from the
Regional Growth Fund.

● Continuing the £270million
Building Schools for the Future
initiative to rebuild or remodel

13 secondary schools and five
special schools.

● Helping over 28,000 people
tackle potential health
problems early on.

● Building 17 new homes to high
eco standards in Chell Heath.
Council Leader Councillor

Mohammed Pervez said: “We’ve
been busy for the last 12 months
and the list of achievements
proves it. But there is lots more 
to do.

“We agreed that our number

one priority was to create jobs by
encouraging new businesses to
locate in the city and helping new
start-ups, and by making sure
that our existing businesses are
supported in their growth and
expansion plans.

We also pledged to be an
effective council and we are
rapidly getting our own house in
order, being open and transparent
with public money, streamlining
our systems and processes to
make them more efficient and by

being tougher with those who try
to cheat the benefit system.”

Hundreds of local business
people, community
representatives and public service
partners attended the breakfast
meeting at the King’s Hall in
Stoke.

They were asked to give a mark
on their perception of the
progress made under Mandate for
Change.

A total of 96 per cent of the
people present gave a mark of
three or above out of five, in a
scoring system where zero
represented Some Progress and
five Much Progress.

Among the challenges they
identified going forward were
engaging more sections of the
community, including young
people.

MEMBERS of the public are being urged to help
their local schools by signing up to join their board
of governors. Governors play an important role in
school life, with responsibilities including setting
targets for pupil achievement, managing the
school’s finances, making sure the curriculum is
balanced and broadly based, appointing staff and
reviewing staff performance and pay.

Cabinet Member for Education, Councillor Alan
Dutton said: “If you can question, challenge and
scrutinise then you could have an important future

as a school governor. We’re looking for people from
all sorts of backgrounds and professions to
strengthen the teams of governors at a time when
we are investing around £270million in rebuilding
our schools. We want to give all our young people
the very best start in life and school governors
have a vital role to play.”
● Anyone interested in becoming a school
governor should contact the city council’s
Governor Support Unit on 01782 236889 or email
gsu@stoke.gov.uk

School governors wanted across our city

City Council Leader Councillor Mohammed Pervez and
Chief Executive John van de Laarschot at the Mandate
for Change event.

Mandate challenge now is to
speed up successes

REGENERATION IN ACTION... left to right, 200 jobs created at Steelite International, solar panels on the roofs of hundreds of homes and half a
billion pounds being spent on the City Centre, including the massive City Sentral development, are just a few of the achievements under the city
council’s Mandate for Change.

Call to report
hate crime

Trentham High School pupils
Reine Holt, Paul Sunderland,
Libby Steele and Ben Evans.
Reine and Ben took to the
microphone to give their view
of the Mandate for Change.

Our City p3  19/7/12  16:59  Page 1



CELEBRATIONS are
already planned for
the Tour of Britain’s

fifth visit to Stoke-on-Trent
in September.

The world’s top cyclists – many of
them fresh from the London 2012
Games – will compete in a gruelling
road race on 13 September. Teams
include Endura Racing, Team Sky,
Garmin Sharp, Node4 Giordana
Racing, and Rapha Condor Sharp.

The Stoke-on-Trent Stage of the Tour
of Britain was officially launched at the
Italian Gardens in the Trentham Estate.

During the launch the Tour of
Britain route was revealed to guests
including local school children who were also
entertained by BMX stunt rider Norbert
Onodi, and they shared a birthday cake.

Stage 5 will once again start from the Italian
Gardens. Entertainment and the race warm-up
starts from 9.30am, where spectators can enter
free of charge, finishing in the city centre from
1.45pm after almost 150 kilometres.

Councillor Mark Meredith, Cabinet
Member for Economic Development for
Stoke-on-Trent City Council said, “Our city
has rightfully earned the prestigious
reputation for staging world class sporting

events like this one. The positive economic
and ‘feel good’ impact it has on the city is very
exciting and we welcome this opportunity to
be the host for the fifth time.”

For more information on the Tour of Britain
visit tourofbritain.com

Amateur cyclists will also have the chance to
experience The Tour of Britain first hand, as
the highly popular Tour Ride Stoke-on-Trent
returns on Sunday 23 September.

This also starts in the Trentham Estate but
offers a choice of a 98km Challenge or a Full
Pro Ride of 169km. More details will be
available via tourride.co.uk soon.
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THE hip-swinging
culmination of a three-year
dance project inspired by
London 2012 will be staged
in the city this August.

Scores of people are
expected to attend The Salsa
Big Band Dance Night, which
takes place at The Victoria
Hall, City Centre, on Friday,
24 August.

More than 12,000 people
have enjoyed events
including taster sessions in
Bhangra and belly dance,
dance lessons in ballroom
and salsa and the
performance of major dance
shows involving hundreds of
local school children.

The Salsa Big Band Dance
Night is part of Dancing for
the Games, which is part of
the Cultural Olympiad in the
West Midlands, and is
funded by Legacy Trust UK
and Arts Council England.

Tickets for The Salsa Big
Band Dance Night featuring
Grupo Lokito a band that
fuses Congolese and Latino
sounds cost £5 and can be
booked by calling 
0844 8717649 or bought
from the Regent Theatre Box
Office.

Games inspire
dance success Plans all set 

to celebrate
Tour 2012

Action
from the

Tour Series
races in the city

centre in
June.

Tour 2011 factfile...
33,000 spectators were in the City Centre 
to watch the finish of the Tour of Britain.

Overall 110,000 spectators attended Stage 3 
of the Tour.

14,000 tweets were sent on the stage day
mentioning the tour and Stoke-on-Trent.

Over 500 Stoke-on-Trent schoolchildren came
along on the day.

592,000 people tuned into ITV4 to watch the
Stoke-on-Trent Stage of the TOB highlights –
The highest of all the TOB stages.
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Improvements
will happen
for many
years to come

By City Council
Chief Executive

John
van de
Laarschot
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OUR Mandate for Change – launched 12
months ago to make Stoke-on-Trent a
great working city – has already
achieved a great deal.

The list of progress is too long to print
here so please take a look at page three
or visit stoke.gov.uk/mandate to learn
more about our commitment to the city
and to hear from local people and
businesses about the difference that the
Mandate for Change has made to them.

But Mandate for Change is not a year
long initiative – the physical
improvements and culture change will
continue over many years to come.
What we want to do now is to make
more and more people aware of all the
positive things that are happening and
what each and every one of you can do
to help drive the city forward.

Chief Superintendent Bernie O’Reilly
summed it up very well when he said
the challenge was to get the Mandate
for Change into everyone’s DNA! 

We are doing all we can to raise
aspirations of those who live here,
improving the city centre, our schools,
our environment and our infrastructure.

Progress is also being made to ensure
there are real opportunities for training
and jobs, not just for our young people
but for all ages.

We are doing lots more to attract
professional wealth to the area – people
who will spend their money in city shops
and restaurants.

Last month we launched our custom
home build competition for those who
want to buy plots of land and design
and build their own executive homes.
Attractive locations in the historic village
of Penkhull and the popular suburb of
Hanford, together with support in
design, planning and finance, were an
immediate hit.

In fact, over 90 people expressed an
interest at our launch event for 22 plots,
and we have since had over 40 further
enquiries! The project will not only
attract people to Stoke-on-Trent who
may previously only have considered
Cheshire or Shropshire but also widens
our housing offer. Due to the incredible
success of this project, we are now
looking at other attractive sites across
the city and if you want to find out more
about available plots, guide prices, how
to finance your home and construction
options, why not get in touch.

We want everyone in Stoke-on-Trent
to share our passion and understand
how working together can drive our city
forward.

Over the coming months, we will
spread this message across the city and
explain how you can get involved. We
look forward to your active participation
to make our city one of which we can all
be proud!

Public urged to report nuisance illegal motorcycling
ILLEGAL off-road motorbikes and quad bikes
could be seized and crushed in a clampdown
by Staffordshire Police, leading to criminal
convictions.

The public are being urged to use a
confidential Antisocial Behaviour Hotline to
report nuisance caused by the noisy bikes.

Working in partnership with the city
council, the police are aiming to stop the
antisocial behaviour wherever it happens.

People with quad bikes or minimotos are
being told to drive their machines only on a
legal site with the landowner’s consent, to
make sure they wear a helmet and safety
clothing and to visit the Auto Cycle Union (at
acu.org.uk) to find out about established
clubs in the area.

A police spokesman said: “We are
committed to facilitating a better quality of
life for everyone and will continue to work

together to combat the problem of illegal
motorcycling on our greenways, parks and
greenspaces.”

The public can report incidents and are
being asked to provide information of riders’
names, ages and addresses (where known),
descriptions of riders and their motorbikes.
● To report an incident phone the
Antisocial Behaviour Hotline on 0800 561
5610, or email cdrp@stoke.gcsx.gov.uk

Academy building to create

five schools in one
CONSTRUCTION

work on the new
£18.7 million St

Peter’s Academy is right on
target with pupils set to
transfer into the impressive
new building in September
next year.

The ambitious development
on the Sixth Form College’s
former site at Fenton is part of
Stoke-on-Trent’s £270 million
Building Schools for the Future
(BSF) programme – the city’s
biggest ever investment in
education infrastructure.

Sponsored by the Church of
England’s Lichfield Diocese and
Woodard Schools, the iconic
three storey building will
provide 21st Century facilities
for 1,200 students aged 11-16
who are currently on sites at
Penkhull and Bucknall.

The Academy is committed to
providing a “world class
education” within a clear
Christian ethos, reflecting the
sponsors’ vision of “an Academy
at the heart of the city with faith
at the heart of the Academy”.

Specialist ICT, media,
business and technology
facilities will enable the delivery
of excellent educational
provision and allow for a high
quality, personalised and
rigorous education.

The design of the building
takes into account that the
school will be arranged into
teaching chapters – five small
schools within a school – which
are centred on a dramatic, full
height central forum space.

There is also a bigger-than-
normal assembly, performance
and sports hall with seating for
1,350 people.

There will be ample open
spaces for lecture-style lessons,
project-based work, small group
learning and work rooms for
one-to-one mentoring and
support. Gardens are being
planted to provide an outdoor
area for teaching, relaxing and
reflection.

Creating the distinctive
chapters is part of the
Academy’s commitment to each
student to have the highest
quality pastoral care and to be
personally known, valued and
supported to achieve maximum
potential. Each chapter will be

overseen by a senior leader
called Head of Chapter.

The Academy’s central
location within the city will also
ensure that students have
excellent opportunities to move
on to higher education through
close links with the Sixth Form
College and the University
Quarter.

In addition to the academic
areas, the Academy will have
what will be among the best
school sports facilities in the
UK including a six court sports
hall, grass and all-weather
football pitches, a grass athletics
track, changing facilities and
plans for a cricket pitch.

The changing facilities will be
shared with the adjacent Fenton
Manor Sports Complex and the
Sixth Form College providing
the city with another first class
sports hub. The Academy will
also be able to make use of
Fenton Manor’s facilities
including the swimming pools
which are the largest in
Staffordshire.

BSF Project Director Tracy
Penrose-Gould said the

relatively short time available for
construction had made the St
Peter’s Academy one of the
most challenging BSF projects,
but contractors Thomas
Vale/Wates were making great
progress and meeting all their
targets. She said: “St Peter’s
Academy is an exciting project
and shows yet again that BSF is
building superb educational
facilities for today’s students in
Stoke-on-Trent.”

SPONSORS’ VISION

An artist’s impression
showing how the new
building is designed
to house the five
teaching chapters.

Construction
work on the new

St Peter’s Academy
is progressing on

schedule.

“”An Academy
at the heart
of the city
with faith at
the heart of
the Academy
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HE began his working life at the
age of nine in a coal mine, but
from those humble beginnings
rose to become one of most
dynamic political figures of his
age in Stoke-on-Trent – with a
special place in the history of the
trade union movement.

Enoch Edwards, pictured right,
died 100 years ago last month
and to mark that centenary, a
pottery company has produced a
limited edition plaque.
Appropriately the plaque has
been created by Burslem-based
Staffordshire Creamware – for
Alderman Edwards served as
Mayor of the Mother Town before
going on to be MP for Hanley and
President of the Mineworkers
Federation of Great Britain.

The plaque is on show at a
Staffordshire mining history
exhibition currently being
staged at the Old Post
Office Gallery in
Burslem – part
of which is a
presentation
about Enoch’s
massive
contribution
to the welfare
of miners.

Mining
historian Keith
Meeson, who has
put together the
exhibition, said:“Enoch Edwards
was an inspirational man.
Although he left school with a
very meagre education, he
taught himself to read and write
while working as a collier which

led to him becoming an official
with the local miners’ federation.

“He was involved in the mine
rescue service and took part in a
number of successful
underground rescue operations
of trapped and injured miners.
He was dedicated to improving
the working conditions of miners
and played a key role in
developing the miners’ trade
union at a national level.”

Born in 1852, the son of
a coal miner, Enoch

was deeply religious
and his Methodist

morals were a
strong influence
on his public life
work. An
indication of the

great esteem in
which he was held,

was after his death in
1912 the North

Staffordshire Miners
Federation produced a medal,
pictured above, in his honour.

It is commendable that a
century later his achievements
have not been forgotten and are
again being commemorated.

Tribute to an inspirational man

AS VIP gifts go it took some
beating... former Lord Mayor
Terry Follows had done his
research when looking for a
memento to present to the Lord
Mayor of London, Alderman
David Wootton, as he left after a
day-long visit to the Potteries.

The gilded, enamel bowl
showed scenes of The Thames,

emblems of the London
Boroughs and even Alderman
Wootton’s beloved rowing.

And to cap it all, the icing on
the cake, a dozen oatcakes,
neatly packed and ready for the
kitchens at the special visitor’s
official residence, the Mansion
House. A tasty reminder of a
successful visit (see page 10).

Gilded bowl holds a tasty treat

New bus station set for
early 2013 opening
STOKE-ON-TRENT city

centre’s new £15 million
bus station will be

opened in January – after the
busy Christmas and New Year
sales period is over.

Construction work on the
landmark bus station, which has a
futuristic wave-form design to its
steel roof, is now set to be
completed by late-December 2012.

Complex curved steelwork
which will support the new bus
station buildings – weighing over
240 tonnes – has been completed.

But councillors have decided to
delay the closure of the old bus
station and opening the new one
in light of concerns that a move in
December could disrupt festive
trade.

Principal construction
contractor Vinci had originally
scheduled the opening for autumn
of this year but work has been
slowed down by the discovery of
15 underground cellars on the site.

The cellars – the remains of
terrace houses previously on the
land – were not on any site
investigation drawings and had to
be excavated and filled. It also
meant further ground stabilisation
work needed to be carried out.

Councillor Ruth Rosenau,
Cabinet Member for
Regeneration, Planning and
Transport, said: “We needed to
make sure ground issues were
dealt with thoroughly.

“This is a prestigious and
long-awaited development for the
city centre and we want to make
sure we get everything absolutely
right.

“It is not a long delay in the
scheme of things – especially
when you consider it will be a
major asset for the people of the
city for many generations to come.

“We agreed to wait until early in
the new year for the opening so as
not to disrupt retailers at their
busiest time of the year – a
decision which has been
welcomed by traders.”

The opening of the new bus
station clears the way for the
massive City Sentral retail and
leisure development at the former
East West Precinct. When the first
buses pull into bays at the new
station, demolition work will begin
shortly after on the 1960s old bus
station.

Birmingham-based Realis
Estates are pumping around £350
million into the scheme which will
see a new flagship M&S
department store – three times
bigger than the existing city centre
M&S – and a Vue multiplex
cinema surrounded by 80 stores,
11 food and drink units, an
80-bed hotel and parking for more
than 1,000 cars.

AMBITIOUS plans to use waste
heat and underground hot
water to create an energy
self-sufficient city took a step
forward with the appointment
of an expert partner to help
deliver the initiative.

Plans to harness surplus
energy from large
manufacturing plants, and even
to use hot water in old mine
workings deep beneath the
ground, to heat buildings in the
city, were unveiled at the
launch of Mandate for Change.

Now technical experts
AECOM, who have a global

track record of innovative
energy work, including
London’s Olympic Park, have
been brought in to help the city
council make the projects work.

Councillor Andy Platt,
Cabinet Member for Green
Enterprises and City Services,
said: “We said in our Mandate
for Change that we want to
make Stoke-on-Trent a great
working city and the place to
bring business, and with
innovative steps like this we
can not only achieve that, but
can also become a leader in
green energy worldwide.”

Technical experts to help
harness hot water energy

Keith Dawson, Staffordshire Creamware Director, with
one of the plaques commemorating Enoch Edwards.

RIVETING WORK: steelwork
assembly is moving on apace.

Councillor Ruth Rosenau, Cabinet Member for
Regeneration, Planning and Transport, and Simon
Hourihan, the council’s Project Manager for the
bus station development, make a site inspection.
In the background the distinctive wave-form
design can be seen to be taking shape.
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MY global business
background stretching

back 20-odd years has given
me invaluable experience as I
and my fellow councillors work
hard to regenerate the city and
attract new jobs.

I’ve always been a Labour
Party member and my dad
Dennis was a councillor in the
same area as me for 40 years. I
decided I too could make a
difference when I took stock
nine years ago. So despite my
very busy life, I stood. Now I’m
Deputy Council Leader and
passionate about improving
Stoke-on-Trent for all.

With my business
knowledge, I’m able to deal
with senior council figures on
their level and talk to
businesses who want to come
to the city. With the City
Sentral development, the
business district and building
work well advanced on the new
bus station, this city is moving
forward. The current Cabinet is
dedicated to making the city
better not only in the
UK but also in Europe.

I have a family history
of community activism.

They’re trade unionists and
my gran was a parish
councillor during the miners’
strike.

I was chair of the Labour
Club at Keele University and
worked with the local Labour
Party on campaigns. After I’d
graduated, I worked for a few
years as a researcher for MP
Rob Flello. The Labour Party
gauged my interest in running
as a councillor when I was 23
but I didn’t think I’d stand a
chance because of my age.

When the Longton branch
selected me it was a surprise
and I was lucky enough to go
on and win. I’ve been a
councillor for over four years
now and I’m chair of the
development management
committee. My real passion
and hobbyhorse at the moment
is devolving council services to
the community. For instance
I’d like to see leisure services
run as a co-operative with far
more community
involvement.

COMMUNITY is
everything to me. I

went to school here and have
always lived in the area. I’ve
been involved with the
Residents Who Care Residents’
Association for 16 years and
I’ve been chair for 15 years.

My family has always been
heavily involved in the area.
My nanna and granddad ran a
youth club and jazz band, my
mum and dad ran a dance
troupe and still help out with
the association luncheon club.
My husband, sister, brother,
sister-in-law and both my
daughters are on the
committee.

People are always coming to
me for help.When they
suggested I stand as a
councillor I thought if I can
make a difference I’ll give it a
go. It’s hard work and very
time consuming but very
satisfying.

For me it’s not just about my
area but the whole city. I have
many contacts at other
residents’ associations so
that’s a good thing.

THIS is my first time
as a councillor and my

ambition to better the
community is what pushed me
into local politics. I am a
strong believer in political and
social activism.

I think it’s important to be
positive rather than critical. We
will all make society better
ourselves if we engage
together at all stages in the
struggle for improvement.
Things will not get better on
their own so we have to join
together instead.

I have held regular surgeries
in my ward since I was
elected. People come with
their problems and issues and
I do my best to come up with
solutions. This is not always
possible but I am always
happy to put forward other
people’s points of view.

I am always available
around the clock to listen and
discuss the issues of the
community. I always try to
give people my best efforts
inside and outside of 
the council.

Councillor

Peter
Hayward
aged 67:
City Independents
Hanford and Trentham

Councillor

Paul
Shotton
aged 51:
Labour
Fenton East

Councillor

Tom
Reynolds
aged 27:
Labour
Broadway and
Longton East

Councillor

Debbie
Wheeldon
aged 50:
Labour
Meir South

Councillor

Muhammad
Aumir
aged 42:
Labour
Meir Hay

Pictured at the Civic Centre are,
left to right, Debbie Wheeldon,

Tom Reynolds, Paul Shotton, Peter
Hayward and Muhammad Aumir.

I have lived in the city
for most of my life and

had become increasingly critical
of the council. The imposition
of the Governance and
Performance Transition Board
was the final insult.

Although I had no experience
of local politics I decided to
stand as an independent
councillor. Life is going to
become increasingly difficult as
this financial squeeze continues.

As an independent councillor
for Hanford and Trentham I’m
never going to be a decision
maker in the Cabinet, but rest
assured that I will be
continuing to keep a diligent
eye on where and on what the
council spends its limited cash
resources. My other priority
will continue to be
“Community Development”.

Whilst one can argue that
there can be no way to avoid
further council cut backs, there
is no denying that living in a
vibrant caring local community
will significantly help reduce
the impact of any
cutbacks.

“

”

“

”

“

”

“

”

“

”

Five more councillors speak to Our City for the latest in our on-going series where
we delve into their backgrounds to find out what makes them stand for election in
the first place and what makes them serve the city and its people.
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LOTTERY funding worth
£750,000 has boosted the
pioneering CoRE training
centre in Longton.

The cash, from the Heritage
Lottery Fund, will reduce the
£4.4 million the city council
was paying towards the
project.

The complex is based in a
former pottery works and is a
national centre for
construction industry training.

Students will learn a whole
range of skills which are
needed to bring older
buildings into modern use.

Councillor Ruth Rosenau,
Cabinet Member for
Regeneration, said: “The city
council has invested in the
Centre of Refurbishment
Excellence to give an
unprecedented opportunity to
learn relevant skills in
restoring old buildings with
the latest techniques,
including renewable energy.
Skills learned at the CoRE will
help students find jobs so it
will help fulfil
our promise
of making
Stoke-on-
Trent a great
working city.”

CoRE... it’s a
lottery boost ART and music-based memorial events are being

held in the city to remember the 70th anniversary
of the World War II Lidice tragedy.

More than 300 men, woman and children died
following the destruction of the Czech village by
the Nazis in 1942. However, with the help of a
campaign launched by Stoke-on-Trent people
money was raised to help rebuild it after the war.

To mark the milestone, the launch of the
Barnett Stross and Lidice exhibition is to be held
on 6 September at the Potteries Museum & Art
Gallery. It opens to the public on 7 September.

And on 8 September, a Lidice memorial
concert will take place at the Victoria Hall,

Hanley, featuring music from the Ceramic City
Choir and The Florence Brass (miners) Band.

The Mayor of Lidice, accompanied by three
survivors of the tragedy, will also visit the city to
mark the 70th anniversary of the launch of The
Lidice Shall Live campaign.

Last month, Lord Mayor Councillor Terry
Crowe visited Lidice, the latest in a long line of
events connecting the city to the village,
spanning the last seven decades.

On 6 September 1942, city councillor Barnett
Stross – who later became Stoke-on-Trent Central
MP – founded the Lidice Shall Live campaign,
which led to the rebuilding of the village. The

fundraiser was backed by local coal miners who
donated a week’s wages. The campaign raised
significant sums (equivalent to approximately
£1million in today's money).

This funded more than 150 modern state-of-
the-art homes. In 1955 Barnett led an initiative
to construct the world’s largest rose garden with
23,000 roses donated from around the world.

The rose garden formed a bridge between the
site of the old village and the new Lidice. In 1966
Barnett Stross initiated the Lidice Art Collection.

Tickets are now on sale for the concert on 8
September at the Victoria Hall box office priced
at £5 each.

Events mark city’s response to Lidice atrocity

AS Neighbourhood Watch celebrates
its 30th anniversary, community
spirited Graham Simm continues

to be the driving force behind the scheme
that keeps his street safer in Hartshill.

The 74-year-old retired music teacher and
former Special Constable set up the Watson
Street scheme 12 years ago and has been the
co-ordinator ever since.

Covering 30 properties, Graham keeps in
touch through leaflets and emails as he alerts
his neighbours to specific problems.

Graham, who is also vice chairman of the
Hartshill and Harpfields Residents’

Association, said:
“I’d joined a
neighbourhood
watch scheme a
couple of years
after retiring
from the special
constabulary and
decided we needed
one for my own
street.

“So I pushed notes
through letter boxes and
about half said yes.

“We got some advice
from the city’s
Neighbourhood Watch
Manager and off we
went. Almost half the
households are now
members. I produce
leaflets myself and print
them off before
delivering them and
liaise closely with the
Neighbourhood Watch
Manager who alerts me
if there are any
particular issues or
problems.

“It’s been quite
successful and I get a
lot of satisfaction out of
it – a feeling that I’m
helping the
neighbourhood. It’s
important for the
community and has helped bring us
closer together as people look out for
their neighbours.

“I’m pretty active so I’ll keep going as
long as I can, maybe another 74 years,”
joked Graham.

Dave Twist, Staffordshire Police Crime
Reduction Manager, said: “We’re
encouraging people of all ages to join
existing NHW schemes or to set up a new
police registered scheme in their area.

“Establishing or
formalising regular
communication with the
police, other residents and
local businesses makes local communities feel
even safer and confident that they’re making a
difference in their local area.”
● For more information on setting up a
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, go to
staffordshire.police.uk or call 101 and ask for
your local Neighbourhood Watch Manager.

Neighbourhood Watch brings
community together

BUDDING chefs have helped food safety
experts from Public Protection demonstrate
how to safely use leftovers to create fresh
meals.

They staged a cook-off at The Crescent
Children’s Centre during Food Safety Week.
Advice on how to avoid food poisoning was
also on offer as the Lord Mayor, Councillor
Terry Crowe, served as chief taster.

Councillor Janine Bridges, Cabinet
Member for Housing, Neighbourhoods and
Community Safety, said:“In these

financially hard times, we are all looking
for ways to make what we have go that
little bit further. But it is important that we
do so in a safe and healthy manner. This
was a fun way of getting people to think
about what they can do with leftovers
while also becoming aware
of the risks and minimising
them.”
● To learn more go to the
Food Standards Agency at
food.gov.uk

Food safety cook-off uses left-overs

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH...
74-year-old Graham Simm talks
through community issues with
Police Community Support
Officer Yvonne Klebukowski.
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COMMUNITY health
facilities which enable
patients to be treated

closer to where they live have
been officially opened.

Her Majesty’s representative in
Staffordshire Lord Lieutenant Ian
Dudson CBE cut the ribbon the £14
million Cobridge Community Health
Centre as well as the Integrated Sexual
Assault Referral Centre which provides
genitourinary medicine, contraception
services as well as HIV counselling
and the Sexual Assault Referral Centre
which supports the victims of sexual
assault and abuse on the same site.

Work on the development started in
June 2010 and the impressive new
centre has brought together two local
GP practices – the Dr Pathak surgery
and Apsley House Surgery, which were
based on Waterloo Road.

Other facilities include district
nursing, health visiting and school
nursing teams, a range of outpatients
services, including a chest clinic, a
pharmacy, X-ray services and blood
testing.

It is the culmination of years of
tireless campaigning by local residents
and volunteers who worked with the
PCT and city council to bring the 

ultra-modern facility to fruition.
Staffordshire PCT Cluster Chief

Executive Graham Urwin said: “I am
delighted that the Lord Lieutenant has
opened the community health centre
and the integrated sexual health unit.
It has given the community the
opportunity to celebrate the hard work
that has gone into making these
developments a reality.

“We expect in excess of 160,000
patients to use the Community Health
Centre every year.”

Councillor Adrian Knapper, the
council’s Cabinet Member for Health,
said: “Centres of this nature provide
an extremely important service to
people who need immediate support in
times of extreme difficulty.

“In Stoke-on-Trent we are dedicated
to supporting people who’ve been the
victim of sexual crimes and, as
outlined in our Mandate for Change,
we want to promote independent
living and healthy lives within the city
and these centres will be at the
forefront of that vision.”

To celebrate the building of the
health centre, a community arts
project was launched, which saw five
artists create three pieces of work that
have been prominently displayed in
Cobridge.

Orbit HomeBuy Agents act as 

the government’s one-stop shop 

for all low-cost home ownership 

and discounted market rent in 

Stoke-on-Trent.We have a range 

of affordable options, designed 

to help you get your foot on the 

property ladder.

We have opened the door for

thousands of people just like you,

so contact us today and see if we 

can help you too.

Make your dream home a reality.

www.orbithomebuyagents.co.uk
or call 03458 50 20 50 (option 2) 

Follow us on                     @OrbitHomeBuy

Terms and conditions apply. Orbit HomeBuy Agents is managed by Orbit Homes (2020) Limited, a member of

Orbit Group Limited which is an exempt charity registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act 1965.

Thought you couldn’t afford
a home of your own?

Think again!

LORD Mayor Terry Crowe joined more than
240 high school pupils at Northwood
Stadium for an early taste of Olympic
excitement. The city’s First Citizen cut a
ribbon to officially open the Discovery
Academy’s very own version of the Olympic
Games.

There were 10 forms of Year 7 students –
11 and 12-year-olds – from the Academy
and each form represented a different
country to take part in track and field
events as well as fun events such as welly
wanging.

“Perhaps an omen of what’s to come this
summer, is that Jamaica came out on top
with the United States runner-up and Spain

in third place,” said Academy Director of
Healthy Lifestyles Janet Baggaley.“But it is
not a bad sign for the host nation – all the
10 forms wanted to be Team GB so we
thought it fairest not to have a Team GB in
our Games.”

The Lord Mayor said:“It was great to see
the youngsters entering into the spirit of
the Olympics with the flags and colours of
competing nations.”

The Discovery Academy – which has
replaced the former Edensor and Mitchell
High Schools – will move into a new £23
million complex at Bentilee in September
2013, as part of Stoke-on-Trent’s Building
Schools for the Future programme.

Lord Mayor cuts the ribbon – and
starts the Olympics excitement

Holding a pottery plaque to commemorate the official opening of the Cobridge Community
Health Centre and Integrated Sexual Health Unit are Her Majesty’s representative in Staffordshire 
Lord Lieutenant Ian Dudson CBE, who performed the opening ceremony, and Staffordshire Chief

Constable Mike Cunningham. Looking on are Staffordshire PCT Cluster Chief Executive
Graham Urwin, second left, and John Taylor, Chairman of Prima 200, the company which
project managed the construction of the new buildings – pictured in the background.

Health services are
closer to home

Lord Mayor Terry Crowe cuts the ribbon to start
the Discovery Academy’s Olympic Games event.
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POLICE are urging residents to
take simple crime prevention
measures to deter would-be
thieves who target vehicles
with valuables left on display.

Most thefts from a vehicle
occur when they have been left
insecure. Preventions include:
● ALWAYS ensuring the vehicle

is locked and secured.
● ALWAYS removing bags and

valuables from view.
● NEVER leaving keys in the

ignition while paying for fuel
or popping to a shop.

● ACTIVATING security devices
when leaving the vehicle.
Suspicious activity should be

reported to Staffordshire Police
by calling the non-emergency
number 101, or CrimeStoppers
on 0800 555 111.

A historic chapel, known as the
Cathedral of the Potteries will
be throwing open its doors to
the public each month to show
off restoration progress.

Bethesda Chapel, in Albion
Street, City Centre, is open
between 12 and 3pm on the
second Saturday of each
month, when its organ can be
heard and visitors can see the
stages works have reached.

The roof, windows, pulpit
and communion rail have
been restored and the
beautiful ceiling and stained
glass windows replaced.

FRAUDSTERS are being
targeted in a £210,000 City
Council ‘Spot the Cheater’
campaign.

The crackdown is
concentrating on housing
tenancy and benefit fraud,
council tax evaders and those
who misuse the blue badge
scheme for people with
mobility problems. Posters,
parking tickets, billboard and
bus adverts are urging the
public to report any cheats
they suspect.

Corporate Fraud Manager
Paul Bicknell said:“It isn’t just
the city council being ripped
off, it’s the citizens of 
Stoke-on-Trent.”

Deputy Council Leader Paul
Shotton said:“Cheats need to
know they can run but can’t
hide. People can contact us in
total confidence and their
information investigated.”

Reports of potential fraud
have doubled so far. Anyone
who suspects
fraud can call
01782 236800 or
visit stoke.gov.
uk/reportfraud

Open days at
the Bethesda

Simple steps to
tackle car crime

Public urged
to report
the Cheaters

ABID to set up a Ceramic Skills
Academy in Stoke-on-Trent,
to fill skills gaps in the pottery

industry, has been submitted.
Outline funding of around £20,000 has

been granted to allow a comprehensive bid for
£1.5million to be submitted to the UK
Commission for Employment and Skills
(UKCES).

North Staffs Chamber of Commerce and
the British Ceramic Confederation, on behalf
of the industry, now have three months to
state the case for the prestigious academy.

It comes as our city’s world famous
ceramics industry enjoys a resurgence based
on the quality of ware produced here and the
traditional skills of the workforce.

But as many companies try to grow, they
are experiencing a shortage of people who
either have the skills they need, or even want
to work in a ceramic factory.

Work together

Amazingly the bid for the academy was
being put together as the idea was discussed
during a VIP visit by the Lord Mayor of
London. Alderman David Wootton came to 
Stoke-on-Trent, where his father lives, and
visited several pottery factories as part of a
commitment to help promote the industry.

He chaired a luncheon hosted by the City
Council which was attended by industrialists,
senior councillors, regeneration experts, the
media and educationalists to discuss what could
be done to build on growth in the ceramics
industry as part of the city’s regeneration.

The skills gap was the topic of
lengthy discussion, when it was
suggested that pottery companies
should work together to support
a programme to train people in
the skills the industry needs.
Meetings have taken place,
attended by representatives of
Stoke-on-Trent City Council,
North Staffordshire Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, British
Ceramic Federation,
Staffordshire University and
representatives of the industry,
since Spring this year.

The Chamber of Commerce and Industry
drew up the Ceramic Skills Academy bid with
the support of the City Council. If given the
green light, Government funding of £1million
will be boosted with £500,000 from partners
and the ceramic industry. It will be announced
later in the summer.

Councillor Mark
Meredith, Cabinet
Member for Economic
Development, said: “The
ceramic industry has
started to grow again in
the area as demonstrated
by the success of
companies like Steelite,
Portmeirion and Emma
Bridgewater.

“To ensure future
growth is secured both
traditional and new skills
will be required, this bid
should give both the
means to deliver them
and send a clear message
about the exciting
potential for growth in
the ceramic industry in
our city.”

Talks are now underway between the
partners to produce a structure for the
learning opportunities and to involve more
ceramics companies in offering different parts
of the training.

The Rt Hon The Lord Mayor of London,
Alderman David Wootton said: “I am
delighted to hear that plans are afoot to create
a Ceramic Skills Academy in Stoke-on-Trent.
When I visited the Potteries and met leaders
of the ceramics sector in May this year, it was
apparent that a skills shortage was one of the
biggest threats facing the industry.

“We discussed an innovative, industry-led,
‘modular approach’, which would inspire a new
generation of ceramicists and enable students to
gain ‘hands on’ experience and qualifications.

“I was struck by the industry’s energy and
commitment to develop and realise these
plans, and am encouraged to see how far they
have progressed. A Ceramic Skills Academy is
an excellent, effective, essential step towards
regenerating and revitalising this important
industry.

“I commend the vision and leadership of the
British Ceramic Federation, North Staffordshire
Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
Staffordshire University, Stoke on Trent
College, Stoke-on-Trent City Council – and the
region’s pottery and ceramic companies.”

FIRE chiefs have sent out a summer safety
message... in spite of it being the wettest
May and June for decades. Any spell of
hotter weather means it’s out with the
barbecues... and an increased safety risk.

Staffordshire Fire and Rescue’s Head of
Risk Reduction, Glynn Luznyj said:“We want
people to have fun but we also want them
to celebrate safely – we don’t want to turn
up to save their bacon!”

The summer months also bring other
potential fire risks and the service always
sees an increase in grass fires during
warmer weather.

Though the majority of grass fires are
deliberately started something as simple as
throwing a cigarette from a car window or

leaving a glass bottle on the floor can
accidentally start a grass fire.

Glynn Luznyj added:“We ask that people
take care when they’re outside enjoying the
nice weather and simply ensure that
cigarettes are appropriately extinguished
and disposed of and that litter is put into
bins provided or taken home with you.“
● For more information about celebrating
safely this summer, including a list of tips for
people organising street parties,
visit staffordshirefire
.gov.uk Also follow
Staffs Fire on Twitter and
Facebook for regular
updates throughout the
summer.

David Wootton addresses a lunch hosted by council chiefs and
ceramic industry bosses watched by Moorcroft Chairman Hugh
Edwards, city council Chief Executive John van de Laarschot and
City Council Leader Councillor Mohammed Pervez.

Head of Risk Reduction, Glynn Luznyj with the
summer safety campaign poster.

Funding sought for ceramic
skills academy 
Funding sought for ceramic
skills academy 
Funding sought for ceramic
skills academy 
Funding sought for ceramic
skills academy 
Funding sought for ceramic
skills academy 
Funding sought for ceramic
skills academy 
Funding sought for ceramic
skills academy 
Funding sought for ceramic
skills academy 
Funding sought for ceramic
skills academy 

To ensure future
growth is secured
both traditional
and new skills
will be required.

“”

‘Don’t get burned’warning for summer funseekers

The Rt Hon
The Lord Mayor of
London, Alderman

David Wootton
during his visit to

Middleport
Pottery.
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Children’s Centre
UPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATE

Tel: 01782 231096

Tel: 01782 238989

Tel: 01782 231096

Tel: 01782 232977

Tel: 01782 236655

Tel: 01782 238352

Tel: 01782 236333

Tel: 01782 234357

Tel: 01782 237100

Tel: 01782 231815

Tel: 01782 596421

Tel: 01782 237650

Tel: 01782 233775

Tel: 01782 234024

Tel: 01782 233670

Tel: 01782 237500

News and information from Stoke-on-Trent’s Children’s Centres             July 2012

GOVERNMENT funding for 
hi-tech equipment has
recognised pioneering work in

Stoke-on-Trent's Children’s Centres
to help parents understand the way
their children learn.

Less than a handful of local authorities
across the country – including our city – were
successful in applying for funds from the
Trialling New Approaches for Free Education
programme last year.

The city council bought iPads to help
parents across the city study and understand
how their children learn through play.

The powerful computer tablets enable staff
in the children’s centres to film children
learning, and instantly review the videos with
their parents.

Play and Learning Team Lead for the South
Locality Jacqui Higginson said: “Previously we
had to shoot video on a camera and transfer it
to a laptop, which could take up to an hour
and lose the impact. Now we use the portable
iPads to film children and instantly review
their play with parents.

“It is far more practical and means we can

concentrate on involving parents in their
children’s development by helping them to
understand how children learn and develop
through play.”

Children’s centre teams in Stoke-on-Trent
deliver a parenting programme called PICL
(Parents Involved in Children’s Learning)
which looks at how children learn and helps
professionals and parents understand how to
support children’s learning.

OFSTED inspectors who saw the initiative
in action at the Crescent Children’s Centre in
Meir said: “Videos are used to record parent
and child interaction which has a tremendous
impact on their parenting skills.

“Children are notably more able to socialise.
The improvement in learning is clearly evident
when they start full time nursery aged three,
compared to those who do not attend the
children’s centre.”

Council Leader Councillor Mohammed
Pervez, whose portfolio includes
communications, said: “This is a great
example of our city leading the way in giving
children the very best start in life.

“The Government asked local authorities to
put forward their ideas for innovative uses of
technology to make a difference in children’s
lives. Stoke-on-Trent was one of only a
handful of councils which were successful in
being granted funding.

“The iPads are a very practical yet powerful
tool and are helping our children’s centres
engage parents in their children’s learning and
bring families together.”

Government backs city bid to support

the iPad generation

Filming Max as he paints.

Kelly Clark, left,

and Play and Learning

Practitioner Laura

Compton observe Kelly’s

three-year-old son Max

using an iPad to boost 

his learning and

development.
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* Referral Only. ** Bookable places with Play & Learn team. ■ Book at Reception     ▲ Appointments Only.

MONDAY
Cook and Eat taster session

■

(6,13,20 Aug) 10-11:30am
Ready Steady Learn 1-3pm
(6,13,20 Aug.Transition based group)

TUESDAY
Home Play Sessions 9:30-12:30pm
Baby Stay and Play 1:15-2:45pm
(PICL.0-2yrs)

WEDNESDAY
Parent Time (Resumes Sept)
Little Stars* 9:30-11:30am
Stay and Play 1:15-2:45pm
(PICL.2-5yrs)
Messy Play 1 Aug
Beach Theme 8 Aug
Hanley Park Picnic 15 Aug
(Bring your own picnic and a bear)
Joiners Square Picnic 22 Aug
(Ask centre for venue)
Junk Modelling 29 Aug
(Bring cereal box,toilet roll holders,tea
bag box etc.)

THURSDAY
Dove Service* 9-11am
Postnatal Drop-In 1:30-3pm
Health Visitor and Baby Weighing
Group Drop-In 1:30-2:45pm
Mini Olympics  10-11am
(2,9,16,23 Aug)

FRIDAY
Baby Massage Taster Session ▲

27 July 1:30-2:30pm
10,17,24 Aug 10-11:30am
Registration Drop-In 10-2pm
(3,31 Aug)

OTHER SERVICES
Speech and Language Support* 
Play and Learning in the Home* 
Family Support in the Home*
Volunteering Programme

01782
23633301782

238352

Eaves Lane, Bucknall, Stoke-on-Trent ST2 9AS

CHILDREN’S CENTRES IN THE SOUTH OF THE CITY

Jubilee Road, Trentham ST4 8EF

MONDAY

Family Play Together 9:15-11:15am

(30 July,6,13,20 Aug.Open to all

families with a child under 5.Older

siblings welcome)

Let’s Get Started 1-2:45pm

(Invitation only)

TUESDAY

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9:30-1pm

Art Session (7,21 Aug) 10-12pm

Teddy Bears Picnic (14 Aug) 10-12pm

Disco (28 Aug) 10-12pm

WEDNESDAY

Growing Together 9:30-11am

(Only regular families to attend,older

siblings welcome throughout August)

THURSDAY

Child Health Clinic 1:15-2:45pm

FRIDAY

Baby Jabadao 9:30-11am

(0-First steps)

Growing Together 1-2:30pm

(Only regular families to attend,older

siblings welcome throughout August)

OTHER SERVICES

Crèche (Restarts in September)

01782
233775

01782
596421

MONDAY

Playspace and Café 9:30-4pm

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9-3:30pm

Baby Jabadao (0-First steps) 1-2:30pm

TUESDAY

Playspace and Café 9:30-4pm

Health Visitor Drop-In 9:30-11am

Growing Together** 9:30-11am

WEDNESDAY

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9-3:30pm

Baby Massage 1-2:30pm
(0-12mths,book at reception)

Parent’s Forum (5,19 Sept) 9:45-11am

Start Up – SMILE 10-12pm
(SMILE training & employment Drop-In) 

THURSDAY

Playspace and Café 9:30-4pm

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9-3:30pm

Fitness Group ▲ 10-11am

Growing Together** 1-2:30pm

FRIDAY

Playspace and Café 9:30-3:30pm

Moss Green Growing Together
(Riverside Housing Office) 9:30-11am

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9-3:30pm

Lets Get Started 9:30-11:30am
(Invite only)

Play Together 12:30-2pm

Antenatal Group 1-2:30pm

Family Play Together 12:30-2pm
Fruity Friday 27 July 
Bug Hunt 3 Aug
Messy Play 10 Aug
Teddy Bears Picnic 17 Aug
Fun Day 24 Aug
Sports Day 31 Aug

OTHER SERVICES

Crèche (Mon,Wed,Thur)

Playspace and Café (Open to the public)

Start-Up Courses available
(Term time only)

Volunteering Programme

Travers Court, Temple Street, Fenton, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 4NR

01782
237650

Normacot Grange Road, Meir, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7AW

01782
234024

01782
233670

CHILDREN’S CENTRES IN THE NORTH OF THE CITY
01782
231096

MONDAY

Stay and Play 9:30-11:30am
(Book at reception)

Adult Learning and Crèche #

TUESDAY

Childminders Stay and Play Drop-In
(Childminders only) 9:30-11:30am

Parent Forum Meeting (Every second
Tuesday of the month) 9:30-11:30am

Baby Massage 11:30-12:30pm
Drop-In

Jumping Beans 1:30-2:30pm
(18mths plus,book at reception)

WEDNESDAY

Adult Learning and Crèche #

Mum 2 Mum Breastfeeding Café
Drop-In 9:30-11:30am

Trip to Westport Lake #

Locality Event 11-2pm
(8 August,Burslem Park)

THURSDAY

Stay and Play 9:30-11:30am
(Book at reception)

Young Parents Group 10-12pm

Adult Learning and Crèche #

FRIDAY

Busy Babies Group 9:30-11am
(0-18mths)

Well Baby Clinic 9:30-11:30am

Growing Together * 1:30-3pm

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library

Volunteering Programme

Tiny Talkers

01782
231096 01782

232977

01782
238989

01782
236655

MONDAY

Stay and Play (PICL,2-5yrs) 9:30-11am

Growing Together 1:15-2:45pm
(Baby Stay and Play for 0-12mths)

Midwife Clinic
■

All Day

TUESDAY

Triple P ▲ 9:30-11:30am

Breastfeeding Café 10:30-12pm

Stay & Play (PICL,1-2yrs) 1:15-2:45pm

Midwife Clinic
■

All Day

WEDNESDAY

Cook and Eat* 9:30-11:30am

New Birth Registration Drop-In (27 July,
30 Aug,Trent Vale Health Centre)10-11am

Transition Group* 1-3pm

Beach Party
■

(1 Aug) 10-12pm

Olympic Sports Day
■

(8 Aug) 10-12pm

Messy Morning
■

(15 Aug) 10-12pm

Explore the World
■

(22 Aug) 10-12pm

Retro Junk Modelling
■

10-12pm
(29 Aug)

THURSDAY
Health Visitor Drop-In (0-5yrs) 9:30-11am
New Birth Registration Drop-In 
(26 July,30 Aug,Penkhull CC) 9:30-11am
Midwife Clinic 

■
All Day

Teddy Bears Picnic 11:30-1pm
(2,16,30 Aug.Various locations)

Sports Day
■

10-12pm
(9 Aug.St John’s,Trent Vale)

Beach Party 10-12pm
(23 Aug.St John’s,Trent Vale)

FRIDAY
Singing Sunflowers 9:30-10am &
(0-5yrs,Stoke Library) 10:15-10:45am
New Birth Registration Drop-In 
(27 July,31 Aug,Stoke Library) 11-1pm
Tiny Talkers* 1-2pm

OTHER SERVICES
Toy Library
Sensory Room (By request)
Speech and Language Support*
Play and Learning in the Home*
Family Support in the Home*
Volunteering Programme

MONDAY

Jo Jingles 
■

(£2) 10-10:45am

Parent Forum 9:45-11:30am
(10 Sept,then fortnightly)

Baby Jabadao (0-First steps) 1-2:30pm

Baby Massage  (6wk course,starts 
20 Aug. Invitation only) 1-3pm

TUESDAY

Child Health Clinic 9:15-11:30am

Family Play Together 9:30-11:30am
(31 July,7,14,21,28 Aug)

WEDNESDAY

Triple P 9:30-11:30am

Let’s Get Started 9:30-11:30am
(Invitation only)

Growing Together 1-2:30pm
(Only regular families to attend,older
siblings welcome throughout August)

Art Session 
■

(1 Aug) 10-12pm

Art Session 
■

(8 Aug) 12-2pm

Family Bingo 
■

(15 Aug) 10-12pm

Treasure Hunt 
■

(22 Aug) 10-12pm

Caribbean Fun Day 
■

(29 Aug) 11-1pm

THURSDAY

Child Health Clinic 9-11am
(Weston Heights Community Centre)

Numeracy 9:30-11:30am
Literacy 12:30-2:30pm
(For more info speak to Caz 596421)

FRIDAY

Growing Together 1-2:30pm
(Only regular families to attend,older
siblings welcome throughout August)

Mini Olympics 
■

10-12pm
(27 July,weather permitting)

OTHER SERVICES

Crèche Training,Volunteering and
Respite
Mon,Thur 9-11:30am
Thur 12:30-3pm
Fri 9-11:30am

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9-1pm
(Tue,Wed,Thur)

Dads Saturday (18 Aug) 10-12pm

Volunteering Programme

MONDAY
Health Visitor Drop-In 9:30-11am
Fenton Book Buddies 11:30-12:30pm
(27 Aug)
Growing Together 1-2:30pm
(0-5yrs, invite only)

TUESDAY
Play Together (0-5yrs) 9:30-11:30am

WEDNESDAY
Breastfeeding Café 10:30-12pm
Various Training Courses 

■

(Limited Crèche places available)

Community Garden 1-3pm
Sunflower Planting 1 Aug
Vegetable Planting 8 Aug
Bug Hunt 15 Aug

THURSDAY
Coffee Morning Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
Yoga Session 26 July
Meditation 2 Aug
(Small donation £1 required)
Play Together (0-5yrs) 12:30-2:30pm

FRIDAY

Baby Massage 1:30-3pm

Baby Jabadao (0-Walking) 1-2:30pm

Movie Time (27 July) 1-3pm

SATURDAY

Dads Group (4 Aug) 10-12pm

OTHER SERVICES

Toy and Book Library

Community Garden

Play and Learning Home Visits

Sensory Room 
■

Volunteering Programme

Dawlish Drive, Bentilee, Stoke-on-Trent ST2 0HW

MONDAY
Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
Adult Learning and Crèche #
(Starts in September)

TUESDAY
Messy Monkeys Baby Group
(0-18mths) 9-10:30am
Health Visitor Drop-In 9-10:30am
Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
(Whitfield Valley)
Adult Learning and Crèche #
(Starts in September)

WEDNESDAY
Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
(25 July,1 15,22,29 August)

Locality Event 11-2pm
(8 August,Burslem Park)

THURSDAY

Tiny Talkers # 1-2:30pm
Adult Learning and Crèche #
(Starts in September)

FRIDAY

Growing Together * 9:30-11am

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library

Volunteering Programme

Jumping Beans

Fathers Group

MONDAY

Adult Learning and Crèche #

TUESDAY

Baby Group 9:30-11am
(0-18mths)

Adult Learning and Crèche #

WEDNESDAY

Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
(25 July,1,15,22,29 August)

Locality Event 11-2pm
(8 August,Burslem Park)

THURSDAY

Growing Together * 1-2:30pm

FRIDAY

Adult Learning and Crèche #
Parent Forum Meeting 1:30-2:30pm
(First Friday every month)

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library

Volunteering Programme

Jumping Beans

Tiny Talkers

Ball Green Primary School, Whitfield Road, Ball Green ST6 8AJ Vale Park, Hamil Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AW

St Nicholas Avenue, Norton, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 8JW
Bishop Road, Chell Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 6QW 

Woodland Street, Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 6AP

MONDAY

Baby Jabadao  12:30-2pm

TUESDAY

Midwife Clinic  ▲ 9-3pm

WEDNESDAY

Crèche for Training and Parent Forum
9:30-11am

Parent Forum 9:30-11am

Pandas Group (0-5yrs) 12-2:30pm

Busy Hands 
■

(8 Aug) 10-12pm

Flag Making 
■

(15 Aug) 10-12pm

Wet & Wild Olympics 
■

10-12pm
(22 Aug)

THURSDAY

Midwife Clinic  ▲ 10:30-2pm

Let’s Get Started 9:30-11:30am
(by invitation only, for children starting
Nursery/School placements in
September 2012)

Health Visitor Drop-In 1-3pm
(1st and 3rd Thursday in the month)

FRIDAY

Family Play Together (0-5yrs)
(10,17,24 August) 9:30-11:30am

Foster Carers’Group
(7 Sept,12 Oct,23 Nov)

OTHER SERVICES

Play Together (0-5yrs)
Mon,Fri 9:30-11:30am

Growing Together (0-5yrs)
Tue 9:30-11am
Thur 1-3pm

Outdoor Play Area

Volunteering Programme

MONDAY
Play Together 9:30-11:30am
Twins and More Siblings 10:30-12pm
Start-Up Course ▲ 12:45-2:45pm
(Speak to Andy for more information)

TUESDAY
Post Natal/New Baby 10-11am
(Mums and Babies up to 9mths)
Busybodies 11:30-12:15pm
(£1 per family)
Baby Clinic 

■
4:30-6pm

(First Tue of every month)

WEDNESDAY
Speech & Language Therapy ▲ 9-5pm
Lets Get Started 9:30-11:30am
(places are limited)
Development Checks ▲ 9:30-1pm
Play and Sing Together 1-2:30pm
Safety Awareness Event 12-2pm
(22 Aug)

THURSDAY
Breastfeeding Cafe 10:30-12pm
Baby Clinic 1-3pm
Baby Jabadao (0-First steps) 1-2:30pm

FRIDAY
Parent Forum (27 July) 9:30-11:30am
Growing Together 1-2:30pm
Westfield Family Fun Day “Summer
Spectacular”Themed
(10 Aug) 10-12pm
ESOL – Tests 12:30-2:30pm
(Last one 27 July)

OTHER SERVICES
Soft Play Area (Mon-Fri) 8:30-5pm
Midwife Clinic (Mon-Fri) ▲

Crèche Training,Volunteering 
and respite (Mon-Fri)
Asian Ladies Advice Group Drop-In
(26,31 July) 11:30-1:30pm
Play and Learning Home Visits
(Mon,Wed,Thur,Fri)
PACT Drop-In Session (26 July) 3pm
Volunteering Programme
Early Intervention Team
Training and Employment Support

Buccleuch Road, Normacot,
Stoke-on-Trent ST3 4RF

Greatbatch Avenue, Penkhull, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 7JU

CHILDREN’S CENTRES IN THE CENTRE OF THE CITY

Families welcome to
take part in packed
activity programme 
EVERY family in Stoke-on-Trent
can make the most of a great
range of services and facilities at
the city’s children’s centres.

The teams reach out into their
local communities to support
families and give children the very
best start in life.

But anyone is welcome to pop
into their local centre and take
part in one of the dozens of
activities featured on this pull out
and keep special feature.

Children’s centres provide a
range of services including:
● childcare and children's learning

and development
● health services

● family support
● specialist support for children

with additional needs
● outreach workers
● information for

parents
● activities to help

parents and carers
get back to work.
Each children’s centre also

delivers additional services
tailored to meet local needs.

There are even opportunities
to volunteer and learn new skills
that could lead to qualifications, a
job or career change.

Contact details are included
with each centre’s calendar.

PULL OUT GUIDE TO CHILDREN’S CENTRES ACTIVITIES

■ Book at Reception     ▲ Appointments Only. ^ Limited crèche available. * Referral Only. PICL – Parents Involved in Children’s Learning.* Referral Only. # Ask at reception.

MONDAY

Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am

TUESDAY

Adult Learning and Crèche #

THURSDAY

Childminders 9:30-2:30pm
(26 July,2,23,30 August)

FRIDAY

Little Sprouts Stay and Play
Gardening Group (0-5yrs) 1-3pm

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library

Volunteering Programme

Jumping Beans

Tiny Talkers

MONDAY

Stay and Play Drop-In 1-3pm

Adult Learning and Crèche #

TUESDAY

Growing Together * 1-2:30pm

Adult Learning and Crèche #

WEDNESDAY

Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
(25 July,1,15,22,29 August)

Baby Massage 9:30-10:30am
Drop-In

Locality Event 11-2pm
(8 August,Burslem Park)

THURSDAY

Tiny Explorers Baby Group
(0-18mths) 9:30-11am

Adult Learning and Crèche #

FRIDAY

Lets Get Creative 9:30-11:30am
(Messy play Drop-In,please bring a
change of clothing)

Parent Forum Meeting 1:30-2:30pm
(First Friday every month)

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library

Volunteering Programme

Jumping Beans

Tiny Talkers

MONDAY

Midwife Clinic  ▲ 9-1pm 
Jo Jingles 

■
11:15-Noon

(1-5yrs,£2 per family,term time)
Growing Together 

■ 
(0-5yrs) 1-2:30pm

Family Support Drop-In 2-3pm
(Blurton Primary School,term time only)

TUESDAY

Baby Clinic 9:30-10:30am
(Hollybush Community Centre)
Play Together Group 

■
9:30-11:30am

WEDNESDAY

Midwife Clinic  ▲ 9-11am
Baby Jabadao

■ 
(0-First steps) 9:30-11am

Baby Clinic
Blurton Children’s Centre 11-Noon
Blurton Health Centre 1:30-3:30pm
Start Up Numeracy 12:30-2:30pm
Parent Forum (fortnightly) 1-2:30pm
Busy Hands 

■
(8 Aug) 10-12pm

Flag Making 
■

(15 Aug) 10-12pm
Wet & Wild Olympics 

■
10-12pm

(22 Aug)

THURSDAY

Let’s Get Started (by invitation only, for
children starting Nursery/School
placements in Sept 2012)9:30-11:30am

Start Up Literacy 12:30-2:30pm

Baby Massage 
■

1-2:30pm

FRIDAY

Growing Together
■

(0-5yrs) 9:30-11am

Play Together (Newstead Primary
School,term time only) 1:30-3pm

Birth Prep (book with Midwife, first
Friday of the month)

OTHER SERVICES

Indoor and Outdoor Playspace
(open Monday to Friday) 9-4:45pm

Crèche (Available for parents
undertaking Parent Forum,Volunteering,
Training and Respite)
Mon 9:30-11:30am
Wed 12:30-2:30pm

Baby Massage* (one to one sessions)

Volunteering Programme

Sensory Room

01782
231815

Oakwood Road, Blurton, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 3AR

01782
237500

Pinewood Crescent, Meir, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 6HZ

01782
234357

Garth Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent ST1 2DA

SUMMER
ACTIVITIES

For the latest news
about summer events,

pop into your local
Children’s Centre.

01782
237100

College Road, Shelton,
Stoke-on-Trent ST4 2DQ

MONDAY

Time 4 You* 12:30-2:30pm
(30 July,6 Aug)

TUESDAY

Midwife Clinic
■

All Day

Baby Weighing Clinic 9-10:30am

Babbling Babes/Growing Together
(31 July,7,14 Aug) 10:30-11:30am

NEW Play Together 1-2:30pm
(31 July,7,14,28 Aug)

WEDNESDAY

Stay and Play (PICL) 10:30-11:30am
(1,8,15,22 Aug)

Baby Massage* 1-2:30pm
(1,8,15 Aug)

Open Day (22 Aug) 1:30-3:30pm

Mini Olympics (29 Aug) 10:30-11am

THURSDAY

Midwife Clinic
■

All Day

Ready Steady Learn 9:30-11:30am
(Please enquire)

Baby Weighing Clinic 1:30-3:30pm
(Abbey Hulton Clinic)

FRIDAY

Breastfeeding Peer Support with
crèche 9:45-11:45am

Safety Roadshow 10-11:30am
(17,24 Aug)

Breastfeeding Café 10:30-12:30pm

Messy Monsters Craft 1-2:30pm
(27 July,3,10,17,24 Aug)

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library (By request)

Sensory Room
■

Speech and Language Support*

Play and Learning in the Home*

Kingsland Kindergarten (Day Care)

Volunteering Programme

MONDAY
Stay and Play 9:30-11am
Let’s Explore – Messy Play

■
30 July

(PICL,18mths plus)
Teddy Bear Picnic 13 Aug
(Northwood Park.Older siblings
welcome.Don’t forget your bears!)
Beach Party

■
20 Aug

(Bring your swimwear and a towel.
Don’t forget your sunglasses!)
Health Visitor Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
Mini Olympics (6 Aug.Hanley Forest
Park.Older siblings welcome) 10-12pm
Changes * 1-3pm

TUESDAY
Connect Community Group ^
(31 July,7,21 Aug) 9:30-11:30am
Health Visitor Drop-In 9:30-11am
(Hanley Health Centre)
Growing Together 1-2:30pm
Health Visitor Drop-In 1-3pm
(Cobridge Health Centre)
P & L in the home* 1:30-2:30pm
Let’s Move at Eturia Park10-11:30am
(28 Aug.Older siblings welcome)

WEDNESDAY
Baby Stay and Play – Growing
Together (0-18 mths) 10-11:30am
Mandarin Group 12-1:30pm
Babble and Speak* 1:30-2:30pm
ZUMBA at the PARC (Portland Street,
Hanley,£3 per session) 7pm

THURSDAY
Ready, Steady, Go* 9:30-11:30am
(Transition crèche to NEG/School.)
Hands from Around the World*

10:30-12pm
Bouncing Bears 11-11:45am
(City Central Library)

FRIDAY
Triple P* 9:30-11:30am
Let’s Move

■
10-11:30am

(17 Aug.Older siblings welcome)
Story Session

■ 
(24 Aug) 10-11:30am

Let’s Do Lunch
■ 

10:30-12:30pm
(31 Aug. Older siblings welcome)

OTHER SERVICES
Play and Learning in the Home*
Family Support in the Home*
Volunteering Programme
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* Referral Only. ** Bookable places with Play & Learn team. ■ Book at Reception     ▲ Appointments Only.

MONDAY
Cook and Eat taster session

■

(6,13,20 Aug) 10-11:30am
Ready Steady Learn 1-3pm
(6,13,20 Aug.Transition based group)

TUESDAY
Home Play Sessions 9:30-12:30pm
Baby Stay and Play 1:15-2:45pm
(PICL.0-2yrs)

WEDNESDAY
Parent Time (Resumes Sept)
Little Stars* 9:30-11:30am
Stay and Play 1:15-2:45pm
(PICL.2-5yrs)
Messy Play 1 Aug
Beach Theme 8 Aug
Hanley Park Picnic 15 Aug
(Bring your own picnic and a bear)
Joiners Square Picnic 22 Aug
(Ask centre for venue)
Junk Modelling 29 Aug
(Bring cereal box,toilet roll holders,tea
bag box etc.)

THURSDAY
Dove Service* 9-11am
Postnatal Drop-In 1:30-3pm
Health Visitor and Baby Weighing
Group Drop-In 1:30-2:45pm
Mini Olympics  10-11am
(2,9,16,23 Aug)

FRIDAY
Baby Massage Taster Session ▲

27 July 1:30-2:30pm
10,17,24 Aug 10-11:30am
Registration Drop-In 10-2pm
(3,31 Aug)

OTHER SERVICES
Speech and Language Support* 
Play and Learning in the Home* 
Family Support in the Home*
Volunteering Programme

01782
23633301782

238352

Eaves Lane, Bucknall, Stoke-on-Trent ST2 9AS

CHILDREN’S CENTRES IN THE SOUTH OF THE CITY

Jubilee Road, Trentham ST4 8EF

MONDAY

Family Play Together 9:15-11:15am

(30 July,6,13,20 Aug.Open to all

families with a child under 5.Older

siblings welcome)

Let’s Get Started 1-2:45pm

(Invitation only)

TUESDAY

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9:30-1pm

Art Session (7,21 Aug) 10-12pm

Teddy Bears Picnic (14 Aug) 10-12pm

Disco (28 Aug) 10-12pm

WEDNESDAY

Growing Together 9:30-11am

(Only regular families to attend,older

siblings welcome throughout August)

THURSDAY

Child Health Clinic 1:15-2:45pm

FRIDAY

Baby Jabadao 9:30-11am

(0-First steps)

Growing Together 1-2:30pm

(Only regular families to attend,older

siblings welcome throughout August)

OTHER SERVICES

Crèche (Restarts in September)

01782
233775

01782
596421

MONDAY

Playspace and Café 9:30-4pm

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9-3:30pm

Baby Jabadao (0-First steps) 1-2:30pm

TUESDAY

Playspace and Café 9:30-4pm

Health Visitor Drop-In 9:30-11am

Growing Together** 9:30-11am

WEDNESDAY

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9-3:30pm

Baby Massage 1-2:30pm
(0-12mths,book at reception)

Parent’s Forum (5,19 Sept) 9:45-11am

Start Up – SMILE 10-12pm
(SMILE training & employment Drop-In) 

THURSDAY

Playspace and Café 9:30-4pm

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9-3:30pm

Fitness Group ▲ 10-11am

Growing Together** 1-2:30pm

FRIDAY

Playspace and Café 9:30-3:30pm

Moss Green Growing Together
(Riverside Housing Office) 9:30-11am

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9-3:30pm

Lets Get Started 9:30-11:30am
(Invite only)

Play Together 12:30-2pm

Antenatal Group 1-2:30pm

Family Play Together 12:30-2pm
Fruity Friday 27 July 
Bug Hunt 3 Aug
Messy Play 10 Aug
Teddy Bears Picnic 17 Aug
Fun Day 24 Aug
Sports Day 31 Aug

OTHER SERVICES

Crèche (Mon,Wed,Thur)

Playspace and Café (Open to the public)

Start-Up Courses available
(Term time only)

Volunteering Programme

Travers Court, Temple Street, Fenton, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 4NR

01782
237650

Normacot Grange Road, Meir, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 7AW

01782
234024

01782
233670

CHILDREN’S CENTRES IN THE NORTH OF THE CITY
01782
231096

MONDAY

Stay and Play 9:30-11:30am
(Book at reception)

Adult Learning and Crèche #

TUESDAY

Childminders Stay and Play Drop-In
(Childminders only) 9:30-11:30am

Parent Forum Meeting (Every second
Tuesday of the month) 9:30-11:30am

Baby Massage 11:30-12:30pm
Drop-In

Jumping Beans 1:30-2:30pm
(18mths plus,book at reception)

WEDNESDAY

Adult Learning and Crèche #

Mum 2 Mum Breastfeeding Café
Drop-In 9:30-11:30am

Trip to Westport Lake #

Locality Event 11-2pm
(8 August,Burslem Park)

THURSDAY

Stay and Play 9:30-11:30am
(Book at reception)

Young Parents Group 10-12pm

Adult Learning and Crèche #

FRIDAY

Busy Babies Group 9:30-11am
(0-18mths)

Well Baby Clinic 9:30-11:30am

Growing Together * 1:30-3pm

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library

Volunteering Programme

Tiny Talkers

01782
231096 01782

232977

01782
238989

01782
236655

MONDAY

Stay and Play (PICL,2-5yrs) 9:30-11am

Growing Together 1:15-2:45pm
(Baby Stay and Play for 0-12mths)

Midwife Clinic
■

All Day

TUESDAY

Triple P ▲ 9:30-11:30am

Breastfeeding Café 10:30-12pm

Stay & Play (PICL,1-2yrs) 1:15-2:45pm

Midwife Clinic
■

All Day

WEDNESDAY

Cook and Eat* 9:30-11:30am

New Birth Registration Drop-In (27 July,
30 Aug,Trent Vale Health Centre)10-11am

Transition Group* 1-3pm

Beach Party
■

(1 Aug) 10-12pm

Olympic Sports Day
■

(8 Aug) 10-12pm

Messy Morning
■

(15 Aug) 10-12pm

Explore the World
■

(22 Aug) 10-12pm

Retro Junk Modelling
■

10-12pm
(29 Aug)

THURSDAY
Health Visitor Drop-In (0-5yrs) 9:30-11am
New Birth Registration Drop-In 
(26 July,30 Aug,Penkhull CC) 9:30-11am
Midwife Clinic 

■
All Day

Teddy Bears Picnic 11:30-1pm
(2,16,30 Aug.Various locations)

Sports Day
■

10-12pm
(9 Aug.St John’s,Trent Vale)

Beach Party 10-12pm
(23 Aug.St John’s,Trent Vale)

FRIDAY
Singing Sunflowers 9:30-10am &
(0-5yrs,Stoke Library) 10:15-10:45am
New Birth Registration Drop-In 
(27 July,31 Aug,Stoke Library) 11-1pm
Tiny Talkers* 1-2pm

OTHER SERVICES
Toy Library
Sensory Room (By request)
Speech and Language Support*
Play and Learning in the Home*
Family Support in the Home*
Volunteering Programme

MONDAY

Jo Jingles 
■

(£2) 10-10:45am

Parent Forum 9:45-11:30am
(10 Sept,then fortnightly)

Baby Jabadao (0-First steps) 1-2:30pm

Baby Massage  (6wk course,starts 
20 Aug. Invitation only) 1-3pm

TUESDAY

Child Health Clinic 9:15-11:30am

Family Play Together 9:30-11:30am
(31 July,7,14,21,28 Aug)

WEDNESDAY

Triple P 9:30-11:30am

Let’s Get Started 9:30-11:30am
(Invitation only)

Growing Together 1-2:30pm
(Only regular families to attend,older
siblings welcome throughout August)

Art Session 
■

(1 Aug) 10-12pm

Art Session 
■

(8 Aug) 12-2pm

Family Bingo 
■

(15 Aug) 10-12pm

Treasure Hunt 
■

(22 Aug) 10-12pm

Caribbean Fun Day 
■

(29 Aug) 11-1pm

THURSDAY

Child Health Clinic 9-11am
(Weston Heights Community Centre)

Numeracy 9:30-11:30am
Literacy 12:30-2:30pm
(For more info speak to Caz 596421)

FRIDAY

Growing Together 1-2:30pm
(Only regular families to attend,older
siblings welcome throughout August)

Mini Olympics 
■

10-12pm
(27 July,weather permitting)

OTHER SERVICES

Crèche Training,Volunteering and
Respite
Mon,Thur 9-11:30am
Thur 12:30-3pm
Fri 9-11:30am

Midwife Clinic ▲ 9-1pm
(Tue,Wed,Thur)

Dads Saturday (18 Aug) 10-12pm

Volunteering Programme

MONDAY
Health Visitor Drop-In 9:30-11am
Fenton Book Buddies 11:30-12:30pm
(27 Aug)
Growing Together 1-2:30pm
(0-5yrs, invite only)

TUESDAY
Play Together (0-5yrs) 9:30-11:30am

WEDNESDAY
Breastfeeding Café 10:30-12pm
Various Training Courses 

■

(Limited Crèche places available)

Community Garden 1-3pm
Sunflower Planting 1 Aug
Vegetable Planting 8 Aug
Bug Hunt 15 Aug

THURSDAY
Coffee Morning Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
Yoga Session 26 July
Meditation 2 Aug
(Small donation £1 required)
Play Together (0-5yrs) 12:30-2:30pm

FRIDAY

Baby Massage 1:30-3pm

Baby Jabadao (0-Walking) 1-2:30pm

Movie Time (27 July) 1-3pm

SATURDAY

Dads Group (4 Aug) 10-12pm

OTHER SERVICES

Toy and Book Library

Community Garden

Play and Learning Home Visits

Sensory Room 
■

Volunteering Programme

Dawlish Drive, Bentilee, Stoke-on-Trent ST2 0HW

MONDAY
Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
Adult Learning and Crèche #
(Starts in September)

TUESDAY
Messy Monkeys Baby Group
(0-18mths) 9-10:30am
Health Visitor Drop-In 9-10:30am
Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
(Whitfield Valley)
Adult Learning and Crèche #
(Starts in September)

WEDNESDAY
Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
(25 July,1 15,22,29 August)

Locality Event 11-2pm
(8 August,Burslem Park)

THURSDAY

Tiny Talkers # 1-2:30pm
Adult Learning and Crèche #
(Starts in September)

FRIDAY

Growing Together * 9:30-11am

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library

Volunteering Programme

Jumping Beans

Fathers Group

MONDAY

Adult Learning and Crèche #

TUESDAY

Baby Group 9:30-11am
(0-18mths)

Adult Learning and Crèche #

WEDNESDAY

Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
(25 July,1,15,22,29 August)

Locality Event 11-2pm
(8 August,Burslem Park)

THURSDAY

Growing Together * 1-2:30pm

FRIDAY

Adult Learning and Crèche #
Parent Forum Meeting 1:30-2:30pm
(First Friday every month)

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library

Volunteering Programme

Jumping Beans

Tiny Talkers

Ball Green Primary School, Whitfield Road, Ball Green ST6 8AJ Vale Park, Hamil Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AW

St Nicholas Avenue, Norton, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 8JW
Bishop Road, Chell Heath, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 6QW 

Woodland Street, Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 6AP

MONDAY

Baby Jabadao  12:30-2pm

TUESDAY

Midwife Clinic  ▲ 9-3pm

WEDNESDAY

Crèche for Training and Parent Forum
9:30-11am

Parent Forum 9:30-11am

Pandas Group (0-5yrs) 12-2:30pm

Busy Hands 
■

(8 Aug) 10-12pm

Flag Making 
■

(15 Aug) 10-12pm

Wet & Wild Olympics 
■

10-12pm
(22 Aug)

THURSDAY

Midwife Clinic  ▲ 10:30-2pm

Let’s Get Started 9:30-11:30am
(by invitation only, for children starting
Nursery/School placements in
September 2012)

Health Visitor Drop-In 1-3pm
(1st and 3rd Thursday in the month)

FRIDAY

Family Play Together (0-5yrs)
(10,17,24 August) 9:30-11:30am

Foster Carers’Group
(7 Sept,12 Oct,23 Nov)

OTHER SERVICES

Play Together (0-5yrs)
Mon,Fri 9:30-11:30am

Growing Together (0-5yrs)
Tue 9:30-11am
Thur 1-3pm

Outdoor Play Area

Volunteering Programme

MONDAY
Play Together 9:30-11:30am
Twins and More Siblings 10:30-12pm
Start-Up Course ▲ 12:45-2:45pm
(Speak to Andy for more information)

TUESDAY
Post Natal/New Baby 10-11am
(Mums and Babies up to 9mths)
Busybodies 11:30-12:15pm
(£1 per family)
Baby Clinic 

■
4:30-6pm

(First Tue of every month)

WEDNESDAY
Speech & Language Therapy ▲ 9-5pm
Lets Get Started 9:30-11:30am
(places are limited)
Development Checks ▲ 9:30-1pm
Play and Sing Together 1-2:30pm
Safety Awareness Event 12-2pm
(22 Aug)

THURSDAY
Breastfeeding Cafe 10:30-12pm
Baby Clinic 1-3pm
Baby Jabadao (0-First steps) 1-2:30pm

FRIDAY
Parent Forum (27 July) 9:30-11:30am
Growing Together 1-2:30pm
Westfield Family Fun Day “Summer
Spectacular”Themed
(10 Aug) 10-12pm
ESOL – Tests 12:30-2:30pm
(Last one 27 July)

OTHER SERVICES
Soft Play Area (Mon-Fri) 8:30-5pm
Midwife Clinic (Mon-Fri) ▲

Crèche Training,Volunteering 
and respite (Mon-Fri)
Asian Ladies Advice Group Drop-In
(26,31 July) 11:30-1:30pm
Play and Learning Home Visits
(Mon,Wed,Thur,Fri)
PACT Drop-In Session (26 July) 3pm
Volunteering Programme
Early Intervention Team
Training and Employment Support

Buccleuch Road, Normacot,
Stoke-on-Trent ST3 4RF

Greatbatch Avenue, Penkhull, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 7JU

CHILDREN’S CENTRES IN THE CENTRE OF THE CITY

Families welcome to
take part in packed
activity programme 
EVERY family in Stoke-on-Trent
can make the most of a great
range of services and facilities at
the city’s children’s centres.

The teams reach out into their
local communities to support
families and give children the very
best start in life.

But anyone is welcome to pop
into their local centre and take
part in one of the dozens of
activities featured on this pull out
and keep special feature.

Children’s centres provide a
range of services including:
● childcare and children's learning

and development
● health services

● family support
● specialist support for children

with additional needs
● outreach workers
● information for

parents
● activities to help

parents and carers
get back to work.
Each children’s centre also

delivers additional services
tailored to meet local needs.

There are even opportunities
to volunteer and learn new skills
that could lead to qualifications, a
job or career change.

Contact details are included
with each centre’s calendar.

PULL OUT GUIDE TO CHILDREN’S CENTRES ACTIVITIES

■ Book at Reception     ▲ Appointments Only. ^ Limited crèche available. * Referral Only. PICL – Parents Involved in Children’s Learning.* Referral Only. # Ask at reception.

MONDAY

Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am

TUESDAY

Adult Learning and Crèche #

THURSDAY

Childminders 9:30-2:30pm
(26 July,2,23,30 August)

FRIDAY

Little Sprouts Stay and Play
Gardening Group (0-5yrs) 1-3pm

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library

Volunteering Programme

Jumping Beans

Tiny Talkers

MONDAY

Stay and Play Drop-In 1-3pm

Adult Learning and Crèche #

TUESDAY

Growing Together * 1-2:30pm

Adult Learning and Crèche #

WEDNESDAY

Stay and Play Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
(25 July,1,15,22,29 August)

Baby Massage 9:30-10:30am
Drop-In

Locality Event 11-2pm
(8 August,Burslem Park)

THURSDAY

Tiny Explorers Baby Group
(0-18mths) 9:30-11am

Adult Learning and Crèche #

FRIDAY

Lets Get Creative 9:30-11:30am
(Messy play Drop-In,please bring a
change of clothing)

Parent Forum Meeting 1:30-2:30pm
(First Friday every month)

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library

Volunteering Programme

Jumping Beans

Tiny Talkers

MONDAY

Midwife Clinic  ▲ 9-1pm 
Jo Jingles 

■
11:15-Noon

(1-5yrs,£2 per family,term time)
Growing Together 

■ 
(0-5yrs) 1-2:30pm

Family Support Drop-In 2-3pm
(Blurton Primary School,term time only)

TUESDAY

Baby Clinic 9:30-10:30am
(Hollybush Community Centre)
Play Together Group 

■
9:30-11:30am

WEDNESDAY

Midwife Clinic  ▲ 9-11am
Baby Jabadao

■ 
(0-First steps) 9:30-11am

Baby Clinic
Blurton Children’s Centre 11-Noon
Blurton Health Centre 1:30-3:30pm
Start Up Numeracy 12:30-2:30pm
Parent Forum (fortnightly) 1-2:30pm
Busy Hands 

■
(8 Aug) 10-12pm

Flag Making 
■

(15 Aug) 10-12pm
Wet & Wild Olympics 

■
10-12pm

(22 Aug)

THURSDAY

Let’s Get Started (by invitation only, for
children starting Nursery/School
placements in Sept 2012)9:30-11:30am

Start Up Literacy 12:30-2:30pm

Baby Massage 
■

1-2:30pm

FRIDAY

Growing Together
■

(0-5yrs) 9:30-11am

Play Together (Newstead Primary
School,term time only) 1:30-3pm

Birth Prep (book with Midwife, first
Friday of the month)

OTHER SERVICES

Indoor and Outdoor Playspace
(open Monday to Friday) 9-4:45pm

Crèche (Available for parents
undertaking Parent Forum,Volunteering,
Training and Respite)
Mon 9:30-11:30am
Wed 12:30-2:30pm

Baby Massage* (one to one sessions)

Volunteering Programme

Sensory Room

01782
231815

Oakwood Road, Blurton, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 3AR

01782
237500

Pinewood Crescent, Meir, Stoke-on-Trent ST3 6HZ

01782
234357

Garth Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent ST1 2DA

SUMMER
ACTIVITIES

For the latest news
about summer events,

pop into your local
Children’s Centre.

01782
237100

College Road, Shelton,
Stoke-on-Trent ST4 2DQ

MONDAY

Time 4 You* 12:30-2:30pm
(30 July,6 Aug)

TUESDAY

Midwife Clinic
■

All Day

Baby Weighing Clinic 9-10:30am

Babbling Babes/Growing Together
(31 July,7,14 Aug) 10:30-11:30am

NEW Play Together 1-2:30pm
(31 July,7,14,28 Aug)

WEDNESDAY

Stay and Play (PICL) 10:30-11:30am
(1,8,15,22 Aug)

Baby Massage* 1-2:30pm
(1,8,15 Aug)

Open Day (22 Aug) 1:30-3:30pm

Mini Olympics (29 Aug) 10:30-11am

THURSDAY

Midwife Clinic
■

All Day

Ready Steady Learn 9:30-11:30am
(Please enquire)

Baby Weighing Clinic 1:30-3:30pm
(Abbey Hulton Clinic)

FRIDAY

Breastfeeding Peer Support with
crèche 9:45-11:45am

Safety Roadshow 10-11:30am
(17,24 Aug)

Breastfeeding Café 10:30-12:30pm

Messy Monsters Craft 1-2:30pm
(27 July,3,10,17,24 Aug)

OTHER SERVICES

Toy Library (By request)

Sensory Room
■

Speech and Language Support*

Play and Learning in the Home*

Kingsland Kindergarten (Day Care)

Volunteering Programme

MONDAY
Stay and Play 9:30-11am
Let’s Explore – Messy Play

■
30 July

(PICL,18mths plus)
Teddy Bear Picnic 13 Aug
(Northwood Park.Older siblings
welcome.Don’t forget your bears!)
Beach Party

■
20 Aug

(Bring your swimwear and a towel.
Don’t forget your sunglasses!)
Health Visitor Drop-In 9:30-11:30am
Mini Olympics (6 Aug.Hanley Forest
Park.Older siblings welcome) 10-12pm
Changes * 1-3pm

TUESDAY
Connect Community Group ^
(31 July,7,21 Aug) 9:30-11:30am
Health Visitor Drop-In 9:30-11am
(Hanley Health Centre)
Growing Together 1-2:30pm
Health Visitor Drop-In 1-3pm
(Cobridge Health Centre)
P & L in the home* 1:30-2:30pm
Let’s Move at Eturia Park10-11:30am
(28 Aug.Older siblings welcome)

WEDNESDAY
Baby Stay and Play – Growing
Together (0-18 mths) 10-11:30am
Mandarin Group 12-1:30pm
Babble and Speak* 1:30-2:30pm
ZUMBA at the PARC (Portland Street,
Hanley,£3 per session) 7pm

THURSDAY
Ready, Steady, Go* 9:30-11:30am
(Transition crèche to NEG/School.)
Hands from Around the World*

10:30-12pm
Bouncing Bears 11-11:45am
(City Central Library)

FRIDAY
Triple P* 9:30-11:30am
Let’s Move

■
10-11:30am

(17 Aug.Older siblings welcome)
Story Session

■ 
(24 Aug) 10-11:30am

Let’s Do Lunch
■ 

10:30-12:30pm
(31 Aug. Older siblings welcome)

OTHER SERVICES
Play and Learning in the Home*
Family Support in the Home*
Volunteering Programme
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CHARLOTTE
Chawner came close
to experiencing

every mother’s nightmare
– being separated from the
daughter she loves.

As she went into a spell of
depression following a break-up
with her partner, the 26-year-old
Burslem single mother was
reaching the point of asking her
parents to look after little
Amelia.

But help was at hand from
Burslem Children’s Centre,
where Charlotte had already
enrolled her daughter in the
Mother and Baby group because
she felt lonely and isolated.

The mum was introduced to a
family support worker and she
began to see light at the end of
the tunnel.

Qualified nursery nurse
Charlotte was given help to build
back her confidence, and
received advice on how to move
forward, including the suggestion
that she should discuss her
depression with her doctor.

“The children’s centre helped
me so much when I was feeling
down,” she said. “I had got to
the point at home where I was
crying in one room and Amelia
was crying in another.

“If it hadn’t been for the
supportive staff at the centre, I
don’t think I would still be with
my daughter – she would be with
my mum and dad.”

Charlotte’s confidence
continued to improve as she
attended the Family Links and
Triple P practical parenting
programmes at the children’s
centre, which is located at Port
Vale Football Club.

“I am now feeling so much
more positive – I am even
volunteering to help out with
running courses such as the
Cook and Eat healthy eating
sessions,” she said. “We try to
encourage parents to move away
from fast food meals to foods
like quiche, and sweet potato and
carrot chips.”

Amelia, who is now three,
attends the crèche at the centre
when Charlotte is volunteering.

A team of midwives based at Blurton is
helping children’s centre staff engage new
parents even before their baby is born.

The fourteen midwives meet at the centre
every morning to allocate workloads. As well
as staging clinics at the centre every Monday
and Wednesday, they reach out to
communities across the city and out into the
Staffordshire Moorlands with antenatal
sessions and home visits.

The fact that midwives are permanently
based in a room there also helps them forge
stronger links with other professionals like
health visitors and the children’s centre staff
themselves.

The midwives’ Community Team Leader
Julie Day said:“Being based at the centre
makes us more visible to the public as well as
giving us spontaneous face-to-face contact
with parents, health visitors and centre staff.”

Nadine Massey, South Locality Co-ordinator
for Children’s Centres, said: “Mums and dads
to be, visit the midwives at the centre, which
gives us a chance to talk to them and explain
what we have to offer before we would
normally get the chance to meet them.

“We can engage virtually every new parent
in our catchment area before their baby is
even born.”

POPULAR breastfeeding cafés
throughout the city are giving
dozens of new mums an
unbeatable package of
friendship and support.

As well as giving them the
opportunity to mix with people
going through exactly the
same experiences as they are,
the free weekly sessions give
new mums access to health
visitors, midwives and the NHS
Mum to Mum service which can
help them buy or hire useful
items, like slings for supporting
a baby or breast pumps.

Early Intervention Family
Worker Kerry Cartwright, who
runs a breastfeeding café at
Penkhull Children’s Centre
which regularly attracts up to
18 new mums, said the service
provided vital support.

She said: “Babies don’t come
with a manual so it’s easy for a
new mum to feel isolated and
overwhelmed by the challenge
of caring for a little one.

“The breastfeeding cafés are
an opportunity to pop in, have
a cup of tea and share
experiences with people who
have exactly the same concerns
and issues. It’s friendly, positive
and reassuring.

“Health professionals can
give support to make
breastfeeding more practical
and comfortable, and can even
make an early diagnosis of
some medical issues.”

Mum 2 Mum, the NHS body
set up to promote and support
breastfeeding, has sessions
across the city as Stoke-on-
Trent has traditionally low
levels of breastfeeding, which
can impact on child health.
Thanks to initiatives like the
breast feeding cafés the
number of mums who
breastfeed in the city is starting
to increase,” said Kerry.

Breastfeeding cafés take
place at Penkhull Children’s
Centre every Tuesday from
10.30am to 12pm, and at the
same time every Friday at
Kingsland Children’s Centre in
Bucknall.

New mums can contact their
local children’s centre (the
telephone numbers are on
page 11) to find out where and
when their local breastfeeding
café takes place.

● For more
information
visit
breastfeeding.
see.nhs.uk/
mum-2-mum/

Friendly,
supportive
sessions for
new mums

Monitoring baby’s heartbeat... Community
Midwife Hannah Goodship with parents to
be Natalie Bird and Thomas Jackson at
Blurton Children’s Centre.

Midwives enable
centre to engage
parents-to-be

Children’s Centre Children’s Centres in Stoke-on-Trent are having a

massive impact on the lives of the families they

engage with. Here, Our City talks to parents and

volunteers about their experiences.
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FOR a quick and healthy
alternative to a takeaway, why
not try the Children’s Centres’
recipe for Summer Risotto?

Ingredients: 2 pints of vegetable
stock or chicken stock; 1 onion
finely chopped; 1 garlic clove
crushed; 1tbsp olive oil; 1oz
margarine; 4oz red pepper
chopped; 8oz risotto rice;
5oz courgettes diced; 2 medium
tomatoes, skinned, de seeded and
chopped; 1oz Parmesan or cheddar
cheese grated; knob of margarine;
Salt/freshly ground pepper.

Method: Bring stock to the boil,
then simmer. Heat oil/margarine in
a large frying pan.

Fry onion and garlic for a minute.

Add chopped pepper and cook 
for 5 minutes. Add the rice 
making sure it is well coated, stir 
for 1 minute.

Add one or two ladlefuls of hot
stock and simmer, stirring all the
time until it has been absorbed.
Then add another ladle of stock.

Continue to add a little stock at a
time and simmer until the rice
absorbs the liquid before adding
more, stirring frequently.

After 10 minutes add the
courgette and tomato.

When all the stock has been
added and the rice is cooked
(around 15-20 minutes) stir in the
parmesan cheese and the knob of
margarine. Season to taste.

Children’s Centres’ recipe for a
quick and tasty summer risotto

Centre support
helps Charlotte
turn life around

Centre support
helps Charlotte
turn life around

Centre support
helps Charlotte
turn life around
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turn life around
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Centre support
helps Charlotte
turn life around

Centre support
helps Charlotte
turn life around

Charlotte
Chawner

facilitating a cook
and eat session with

Ruma Khan at
Burslem Children’s

Centre.

UPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATEUPDATE
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GOVERNMENT Business and
Enterprise Minister the Rt
Hon Mark Prisk MP has
praised Stoke-on-Trent’s
Mandate for Change drive to
attract investment and create
jobs.

He visited the area to see
regeneration in action at
Middleport Pottery – which is
being developed as a visitor
attraction with £1.7million
from the Government’s
Regional Growth Fund – and
the modern manufacturing
facilities at Michelin Tyre Plc
in Trent Vale.

Mr Prisk had been invited
by the Stoke-on-Trent and
Staffordshire Local Enterprise
Partnership (LEP) in which the
city council plays a leading
role.

He said: “The Stoke-on-Trent
and Staffordshire LEP is
driving
economic
growth. There
are business
success stories
right across
the region and
it is fantastic to
see ambitious
firms growing,
creating jobs and
demonstrating that this is a
great place to do business.”

LEP Chairman Maitland
Hyslop said: “We offer a red
carpet approach to potential
investors in addition to our
ongoing support for
established business and
those starting out.

“Through this visit we were
able to demonstrate projects
which will make a real
difference to our economy.

“They will create jobs,
attract further investment
and enhance our reputation
as a centre for business.”

BUSINESSES struggling to raise
finance from the banks can
apply for funding from a
£200,000 cash pot set up by
the city council.

Loans between £10,000 and
£50,000 could be made
available to businesses whose
applications have been
rejected by mainstream
lenders.

Councillor Mark Meredith,
Cabinet Member for Economic
Development, said: “This is
about providing Stoke-on-Trent
business talent with the
support it needs.”

For more information 
call 0845 3138410 or visit
bcrs.org.uk

Minister
praises
city’s job
initiatives

Loans for
businesses

Maitland Hyslop

COMMUNITY
organisations,
workplaces,

colleges and schools are
being urged to support
the use of Fairtrade
goods.

Stoke-on-Trent is one of
over 750 Fairtrade towns
and cities in the UK – and
the city council uses the
growing number of
products in meetings,
schools and retail outlets.

People can instantly
recognise a Fairtrade
product by looking out for
the distinctive blue and

green branding. Products
are available in major
supermarkets, independent
shops, cafes, restaurants
and through catering
suppliers, wholesalers and
online shopping channels.

Items range from coffee,
cocoa, rice and spices to
wine, beauty products and
even gold.

Fairtrade protects
workers’ basic rights –
health and safety
standards, freedom of
association, and no bonded
or illegal child labour.

The Fairtrade
Foundation licenses
use of the
FAIRTRADE Mark
on products in
accordance with
internationally agreed
Fairtrade standards.

The Foundation
was established in
1992.

Many schools teach
pupils about Fairtrade
products and how
they promote ethical
buying and
sustainability.

Tracy Brennan,

Sustainable Schools
Officer said: “Fairtrade
ensures producers receive
a price which covers the
cost of sustainable
production, as a minimum.

It also pays a premium
for investment in social,
environmental or
economic development
projects – and this funds
improvements in education
and healthcare or is used
to increase income.”

“People can get involved
at work, school, college,
university, places of
worship and other
community organisations
by supporting, selling or
serving Fairtrade products.
● For more information
visit fairtrade.org.uk 
To get involved locally
contact Fairtrade Action in
Stoke-on-Trent (FAST)
through the Trade Aid
Fairtrade Centre, located
at The Methodist Book
Centre, Gitana Street,
Hanley, ST1 1DY. Open
Monday to Saturday
10am-4pm. Or call 
01782 212146.

Energise, the city council’s leisure card
scheme for sports and leisure services, has
been relaunched so customers receive even
more value.

Cardholders can now collect points against
purchases they make and use them for other
offers and products at council sport and
leisure venues.They will also get exclusive
offers and discounts from selected partners.

The Energise card is free while Energise
Plus costs £5.75 a year for eligible

individuals and comes with additional
benefits. Points can be used to buy swim
sessions, casual and holiday activities and
exercise classes as well as parties.

Chris Austin, the city council’s Events and
Commercial Manager, said:“We are really
excited about Energise. It will give real

rewards to our customers and add even
more value to the time they spend with us.

“It’s also an opportunity for us to link all
of our services together whether it be
sports venues, coaching courses or
outreach sessions.”

Eligibility criteria apply to Energise PLUS.
To find out more about Energise and its
benefits go to stoke.gov.uk/energise,
alternatively, call 01782 234957 or email
energise@stoke.gov.uk

Schools fly the flag for

Fairtrade

SUMMER floods have highlighted how emergency
planning by local authorities can help avert disaster –
and Stoke-on-Trent is just as ready through the
partnership work it does day in day out.

As a member of the Staffordshire Resilience Forum,
the city prepares alongside partners from other
organisations like the emergency services, the
Environment Agency and health organisations to deal
with anything from severe weather to terrorism and
industrial accidents.

The work is co-ordinated by the Staffordshire Civil
Contingencies Unit, which works closely with the city
council to make sure all involved are prepared and
ready to respond.

Information and guides on how to deal with the
unexpected are published as people are urged not to
panic but make sure they are prepared.

To download guides and information go to
staffordshireprepared.gov.uk or
call the Civil Contingencies Unit on 
01785 898618 for a paper copy.

You can follow the day-to-day
work of the Unit by following
@StaffsPrepared on Twitter.

Partners planning
for emergencies

Sandon High School students Jessica Grundy and
Jacob Ward, both aged 14, with a selection of
fairtrade products.

Energise leisure card scheme now even better value
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Stoke-on-Trent’s successful fostering programme is

committed to placing Stoke-on-Trent children with local

families. Here, Our City talks to experienced foster parents

who agree with helping young people stay local...

FOSTER carers Linda and
Phill Oliver have devoted
their lives to their own

children and their wider
family and have no plans to
give up any time soon.

The former childcare professional
and her husband, both now 52, have
looked after more than 20 children
since they first started fostering 17
years ago, helping the young people
to stay local.

Linda said: “I spotted the city
council’s fostering ad one day. I asked
Phill if he fancied giving it a go. We
spoke to our children Craig and
Mandy and they were happy about
the idea so we applied.

“We were really chuffed when the
panel said we’d been accepted and
very soon afterwards we had our first
child – an 11-year-old girl who used
to stay at weekends.”

Since then the couple’s three-bed
semi in Blurton has been home to
babies, teenage girls, and other
children who have come on short and

long term placements. With six grand
children as well life is never dull in
the Oliver household.

“We once had three siblings aged
three, seven and nine who stayed with
us for four years. They all left but
one came back after two years. He’s
just gone and he was 19,” said Linda.

“Many of the children we’ve
fostered stay in touch and it’s great to
work with their families. We once had
18 people at our house for Christmas
dinner. We’ve got two foster children
at the minute so we’re always doing
the school run or taking them to
clubs as parents do.

“Fostering is so rewarding. People
ask us how we do it all but to us it’s
just normal. It’d be boring if we
didn’t do it and we wouldn’t know
what to do with ourselves.

“It keeps us young and we get a
tremendous satisfaction from seeing
children coping on their own and
getting on with their lives. I’d
recommend it to anyone and if we
can help children stay local, so much
the better.”

KEEPING children in the city where they
belong is at the heart of the latest fostering
campaign just launched in Stoke-on-Trent.

The city council’s Fostering Service
commissioned commercial radio ads and
giant billboard posters as it urges more
interested carers to come forward.

Up to 40 people have already
responded to the campaign ads as well as
road shows staged during Fostering
Fortnight at venues as diverse as Fenton
Manor Sports Complex and the North
Staffs African Caribbean Association.

Experienced carers were on hand to pass
on their experiences of being involved with
a service rated Outstanding in 2010.

Adrian Sewell, the council’s Principal
Manager – Fostering, said:“It’s vital that
we keep as many children as we can in the
city so they can maintain family links,
keep their friends and stay at schools they
know.

“So we’re working hard with more
potential carers from all sorts of
backgrounds so that we can provide
children with the loving,
caring and stable support
they have been lacking.”
● To find out more
information about
fostering please visit
stoke.gov.uk/fostering 

Outstanding service launches
‘close to home’ campaign

Fostering is  
so rewarding

AT
HOME...

foster carers
Linda and Phill

Oliver with their
labradoodle

Charlie.

Many of the
children we’ve
fostered stay
in touch and
it’s great to
work with
their families

“”

LINDA OLIVER FOSTER CARER

Please call
01782 234555 or visit
stoke.gov.uk/fostering

Fostering
for Stoke-on-Trent

Keeping children
in the city...
Where they belong
Could you foster a local child?
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Apacked year of events
and activities is being
planned at the newly

restored Burslem Park – with
organisers predicting visitor
figures are set to swell to
more than 280,000 over the
next 12 months.

A £2 million overhaul has seen
the Victorian park brought back to
its former glory and a celebration
day last month to mark completion
of the work attracted a 5,000-plus
crowd.

The scheme – paid for by the
Heritage Lottery Fund and the Big
Lottery Fund Parks for People
Programme – has included the
restoration of the ornate pavilion,
the terrace gardens, paths, gates,
balustrades and two terracotta
fountains which are now working for
the first time since 1895.

More than 50,000 plants, 7,000
shrubs and 72 trees have been
planted to transform the formal
gardens, creating a haven for
wildlife. “It’s a wonderful place to be
– in every corner there is a blaze of
colour,” said Mike Watson, volunteer

Project Manager for the
Burslem Park Partnership which
campaigned to secure the funding
for the project with support from
the city council.

Mike, a 68-year-old retired pottery
technical manager, now dedicates
more than 40 hours a week to
promoting the park – including
leading popular tour talks
highlighting its history.

“It is the pearl of the city’s parks
and, in my opinion, the quality is on
a par with Trentham Gardens,” he
said. “The park is somewhere all
ages can enjoy and we are organising
activities and events for all ages.
There will be a lot more use of the
park. Over the past year there have
been around 240,000 visitors and
this could well increase to over
280,000 over the next 12 months.”

Events already on the calendar
include the Swan Bank Church
Adorations Festival, Moorpark
Primary School’s Picnic in the Park,
a gala day for nursery schools from
across the city and brass band
concerts. The park celebration day
will be held again next year and
there will be the return of the Music

Festival with
up to 30 live bands next August.

Mike said the Burslem Park
Partnership intends to continue to
improve the park’s facilities and one
of the first projects will be a
makeover for the bandstand which
they hope to carry out later this
summer.

Councillor Ruth Rosenau,
Cabinet Member for Regeneration,
Planning and Transportation, said:
“The park restoration is another
piece in the jigsaw for the
regeneration of Burslem.

“It is a big asset and will
undoubtedly help to attract more
people to the Mother Town.”
For more details or to volunteer 
call Urban Park Ranger Tom Pine 
on 07787 005946 or visit

stoke.gov.uk/burslempark

A newly-erected steel
sculpture, called Mayfly, is an
eye-catching feature in
Burslem Park.

It has been positioned at
the same spot as a statue of a
water nymph which went
missing half a century ago.

The water nymph was
donated to the park in 1894
by benefactor Sir Donald
Doulton – but it disappeared
through an act of vandalism in
the early 1960s.

Creating the new artwork
has been real community
effort involving the council,
Burslem Park Partnership,

pupils from Haywood
Engineering College,
Moorpark Junior School and
Jackfield Infant School,
trainees from PM Training and
artists Phil Hardaker and
Andrew Edwards.

Phil worked with the pupils
to produce ceramic jewelling
for the Mayfly’s wings and
tiles to top the original
terracotta plinth.

He said: “The work
embraced listening to the
community and local children
to create a truly unique and
stunning new addition to the
restored park.”

Thomas Mayer and
Ellie Shepard, both
pupils at Moorpark
Junior School, are
pictured enjoying
the blooms at
Burslem Park when
they visited the
park as part of a
schools sports day.

True community artwork

Mike Watson, volunteer
Project Manager for the
Burslem Park Partnership,
pictured by one of the
historic balustrades with
the restored Victorian
pavilion in the background.

Kaia Perry of Moorpark Junior
School with the new Mayfly
sculpture. Local pupils were
encouraged to leave positive
messages on the artwork
which can be seen here.

Sitting on one of the restored
terracotta fountains are
Moorpark pupils Ziad Daddi
and Katie Taylor.

COVER PICTURE:

The Arthur
Wilkinson

Memorial drinking
fountain is one of

the restored
features.

A ‘pearl’ of a park
set to pull in many 

more visitors
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PARENTS with new babies are again being
reminded about best practice to make sure
their new arrival sleeps safely. It comes after a
hard-hitting radio campaign in the city
hammered home the key message that the
best place for a baby to sleep is in a cot with
their feet to the bottom.

The Safeguarding Children Board worked
very closely with health colleagues to promote
a number of Sleepsafe leaflets which urge
mums and dads or carers never to fall asleep
with a baby on a sofa, armchair or couch.

Safe sleeping, or co-sleeping as it is

sometimes called, refers to the different ways
infants sleep with a parent or someone who is
looking after them. It is important to be aware
that adult beds are not designed to ensure
infant safety.

Board Manager Carole Preston said:“It is
especially dangerous for your baby to sleep in
your bed if you or your partner have recently
drunk alcohol or taken medication or used
drugs.”
● For more information and a full list of the
dos and don’ts, follow the child safety links
on safeguardingchildren.stoke.gov.uk 

KEY information
designed to help
keep children

safe throughout
Stoke-on-Trent has
been brought together
on one easy to use
website.

Aimed at children, young
people, families, parents,
carers and professionals who
live or work in the
community, the Safeguarding
Children Board site brings
together a wealth of
information, best working
practices and contact details
to help people go directly to
where they can get support
or advice.

Children and young people
can access advice and help
on abuse, drugs, alcohol,
forced marriage, being a
young carer or even if they
are thinking of running away.

For adults, there are
sections on childcare and
safety, how to deal with the
death of a child, mental

health issues, domestic abuse
and children who go missing.

Professionals are
signposted to issues like child
sexual exploitation,
homelessness and they can
also access the very latest
government guidelines,
policies, procedures and
training opportunities.

The Safeguarding
Children Board works in
partnership with lots of
agencies throughout the city,
including statutory agencies,
the voluntary sector and
private sector.

More information on
partners and the work they
do together is available at
safeguardingchildren.stoke
.gov.uk

The site is already getting
positive feedback.

One member of the public
said: “I found it very easy to
search for the information I
was looking for as the front
page had all the links.

“I had looked at other
websites but found Stoke’s to

have the most up-to-date
information and it looked the
most attractive which
encouraged me to want to
use it.”

A professional said: “The
Stoke-on-Trent Safeguarding
Children Board website is a
hub of opportunity for
multi-agency professionals to
find guidance, up-to-date
policies and procedures for
safer working practices.”

Carole Preston, the city’s
Safeguarding Children Board
Manager, said: “We are really
excited about the
development of our website
which has lots of helpful
information and contact
numbers for children, young
people, parents, carers and
professionals.

“Safeguarding is
everyone’s responsibility and
if you are worried and not
sure what to do, please don’t
hesitate to get advice.”
To get that advice, visit
safeguardingchildren.stoke
.gov.uk

FRESH warnings have been
issued about the dangers of
looped blind and window
cords as the city’s
Safeguarding Children Board
continues to raise awareness.

The Board continues to
back a campaign by the Royal
Society for the Prevention of
Accidents as it urges parents,
carers and people working
with young children to better
understand the risks.

A leaflet reveals it can take
just 20 seconds for a child to
die from strangulation if they
get caught and struggle to
get free.

So the Board’s website is
signposting people to the
RoSPA ‘Make it Safe’ pack
which contains a leaflet, a
blind cord cleat to help tie
cords up safely and a warning
tag advising what to look out
for when buying window
blinds.

To find links to the RoSPA
pack and to download the
Board’s own campaign
leaflets on the dangers go to
safeguardingchildren.stoke.
gov.uk and follow the links
from adults to child safety
and then blind cord danger.

Blinds risk:
understand
the danger

Parents given ‘sleep safe’ advice

MAKING sure our children are safe can
be everyone’s responsibility, from
youngsters themselves to parents,
friends, carers and professionals. Here,
Our City reports on an online
resource to help them all find the
information and support they need.

Safeguarding services
explained in detail

Safeguarding 
is everyone’s
responsibility
and if you are
worried and
not sure what
to do, please
don’t hesitate
to get advice. 

“”

CAROLE PRESTON

Safeguarding
Children Board
Manager Carole
Preston checks

out the 
website.
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Acommunity education
centre that was
originally built to

house adult education courses
has turned itself into a 
multi-purpose venue that
welcomes visitors of all ages.

Meir Community Education Centre
can be hired out for parties, functions
and weddings while it also features a
gym, a nursery and classrooms.

Meir Fitness Centre is located in
the building, and the centre’s two
halls are used for a variety of purposes
– the large one for exercise classes,
circuit training and Zumba, the small
one for pre-school play activities.

Four small rooms can be hired and
are suitable for people who want to
take advantage of an IT suite, sewing
facilities or cooking equipment.

On the educational front, Meir
Community Education Centre offers
a wide variety of courses through
Adult and Community Learning,
Workers Educational Association,
University of the Third Age and 
self-financing classes.

Courses for 2012 being run by
Stoke-on-Trent City Council include
Creating With Ceramics, Painting
With Oils/Pastels,Youth Work
Skills, Rag Rug Making and
Counselling Skills together with
several courses on computers and
sewing.

Self-financing courses include
Patchwork and Quilting, Card
Crafts, Keep Fit and Line Dancing.

To book on to any of these
courses or for further information
on courses or room hire, phone
the centre on 01782 235150.

“Meir Community Education
Centre is extremely adaptable,” said
Janine Cartlidge, Stoke-on-Trent City

Council Business Support Manager.
“It’s really accessible in Pickford

Place, close to the A50, and there’s
good parking. The surroundings are
pleasant and quiet.

“As a venue for hire it is ideal for
anything from conferences to baby
fayres.

“The halls are served by a
kitchen area.”

THE nursery within the centre is
equipped with teaching aids and
stocked with children’s play
materials. There’s also an outdoor play
area.

Ducklings pre-school holds sessions at
the centre for children aged two to five
from 9:30am to 2:30pm Monday to
Friday during term time. Their leader
can be contacted on 07817 175228 for
further information.

Parents can leave their youngsters to
enjoy singing, themed play sessions and
a Book Corner.

The walls of the small hall where the
nursery is housed are decorated with
children’s artwork.

To book on to any of these courses or for further information on courses or room hire, call
01782 235150 or visit stoke.gov.uk and search for Meir Community Education Centre

Spotlight on Meir Community Education Centre

Nursery a great
place to play

MEIR Fitness Centre is a friendly venue, popular with
many who are long-term members.

The gym, equipped with weights, cycles and a variety
of resistance machines, is staffed by an instructor at all
times.

To find out more about the equipment and help on
offer, as well as the circuit training class, phone 
01782 235177.

The Fitness Centre has an impressively loyal
membership. Rob Charlton, aged 39, said:“The gym
changed my life. I went down from jeans size 46 to 30
and lost six stones within a year, allowing me to run the
Ashbourne half-marathon.”

There are also sporting facilities, like bowls and
aerobics, which run in the main hall.

THE classrooms at the Community Education Centre are
fully equipped to offer a variety of local authority and
self-financing courses.

Sewing groups can accommodate a class of up to 15
people. Sewing machines, overlockers, irons and ironing
boards are provided.

In the IT suite there are 10 computers plus a tutor’s
laptop while cookery courses make use of seven new
cookers, pans, pots and cutlery.

NHS-backed Healthy Eating courses are run on a
regular basis at the centre.

One of 
the keep
fit classes.

Taking part in
an art lesson.

Enjoying a jigsaw 
puzzle in the centre’s nursery.

Dedicated centre staff boost

skills and  fitness

Courses a diverse
spread of learning 
Courses a diverse
spread of learning 

Gym and hall are
well-used facilities

Fitness 
Instructor 

Nathan Slater
shows new member
Denise Johnson the

equipment in 
the gym.
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Arecovery academy has
been launched in the city
to help former addicts

with their rehabilitation.
The academy established by adult

community drug service provider CRI
offers structured support as well as
informal drop-in sessions, aimed at

helping former victims of substance
misuse remain drug free and lead a
healthy lifestyle.

The new facility, which is funded by
the Safer City Partnership, is based at
Canal Arm, Festival Park, but is also
available through three outreach hubs in
Meir, Tunstall and the City Centre.

It works in partnership with a number

of agencies and organisations, including
the NHS and Stoke on Trent College,
who provide a range of educational
courses in areas such as basic health and
hygiene and IT.

Recovery Academy Services Manager
Debbie Arnold said: “The new academy
provides vital after care support for our
service users and helps to promote drug

free lifestyles.
“It also complements the work

we do in terms of detox
programmes and structured
intervention. We are working with
a number of partners who can
provide expert help in a number
of key areas such as health and
education.

Accessible to anyone

“Many people attend the
courses or the more structured
parts of the programme, while
others just like to drop in to use
the kitchen facilities to make
their lunch or access the internet.

“The outreach hubs make the
facilities more accessible to
everyone in the city.”

CRI Stoke-on-Trent
Community Drug Service

provides a range of community
based services for people with
substance misuse problems.

Many service users attend
voluntarily but others are obliged
to do so as part of a court order
and as an alternative to prison.

These services are geared
towards supporting individuals to
successfully overcome substance
misuse problems and lead stable
crime-free lives.
● For more details about the
service contact 01782 212800.

THE successful T3 Young People’s Drug and
Alcohol Service has completed its first round of
peer mentor training and appointed its first
successful recruit to the scheme.

The service aims to help young people achieve
their goals with regard to controlling their
substance misuse. Part of the outcome is about
making a positive contribution which the peer
mentoring programme achieves.

The round of training has provided a wealth of
knowledge and provided a firm foundation for
future development.

The first mentor is Emma* who is now in her
early 20s and worked with the service a few years
ago.

Since her successful exit from treatment, she
has gone on to find full time employment and
had her first child. Despite her work and child
care commitments, she has given up one day a
week to attend the training course with other
young people. She successfully completed the
course and has also attended a consultation
event with local commissioners regarding young
people’s delivery planning in Stoke-on-Trent.

Progress into a job

Emma is now working with the service and
gaining lots of experience in the hope that she
will progress into a job within the drugs field.

Diane Harper who runs the Peer Mentor
Training Programme said:“Emma is a valuable
asset to our service. The fact that she sacrifices
one day’s salary a week to work on a voluntary
basis helping other young people is a clear
reflection of her commitment, dedication and
enthusiasm. The whole team is delighted to have
her on board, and her first-hand knowledge of a
service user’s experience is crucial.”

Emma said:“I have really enjoyed the training
course, and now that I am working with the T3
team I am realising my ambition to work
effectively in this exciting field. I am fortunate to
be in a position to be able to ‘give something
back’. I would recommend this route to other
people wanting to work in the field of drugs and
alcohol use”.

The peer mentoring programme is ready to
start the next round of recruitment. Mentors will
need to be able to commit to attending every
Tuesday over 10 weeks for the initial training,
which takes place in Hanley. Applications are
welcome from anyone who has first-hand
experience of the service or an avid interest.
Contact Diane or Becky on 01782 221090 or
07507 411733 or email Stoke.T3@cri.org.uk 

*The peer mentor’s name has been changed to
protect her identity.

Mentors help
provide service

A WINNING LINE-UP: The T3-Stoke Young
People’s Drug and Alcohol Team.

Academy plays vital role
in rehabilitation support

Service
user Rachel

Haywood from
Goldenhill using the
kitchen facilities at
CRI’s Festival Park

headquarters.

Service user
Claire Giltrap, left,

with recovery services
manager Debbie Arnold

use hi-tech iPads in 
the Information

Technology 
suite.
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How do your drinks add up?

For advice and support
on cutting down, contact 01782 283113

PINT CIDER: ABV 5.3%

3 UNITS
RED WINE (175ml): ABV 13%

2.3 UNITS
SINGLE GIN & TONIC: ABV 40%

1 UNIT
PINT BITTER: ABV 5%

2.8 UNITS
ALCOPOP: ABV 5%

1.4 UNITS
BOTTLE LAGER: ABV 5.2%

1.7 UNITS
PINT LAGER: ABV 5.2%

3 UNITS
DOUBLE WHISKEY: ABV 40%

2 UNITS
WHITE WINE (175ml): ABV 13%

2.3 UNITS

SPECIALIST work undertaken
by the Safer City Partnership
to help young people with
drug and alcohol problems
has been cited in a national
good practice guide.

With help from the Centre
for Public Innovation, the
Safer City Partnership
introduced an outcome-
focused and payment by
results service model for T3,
the specialist young people’s
drug and alcohol service, in
2009.

Service provision was
changed to fit a
commissioning model with a
clear focus on positive
outcomes for young people.

The initiative has now
been cited in a Compendium
of Good Practice Guidance
on integrated care for
children and young people
up to 18 years of age who
misuse substances.

Lauren Eastlake,
Programme Lead for
Children and Young People,
said:“We are delighted to be
referenced in the
Compendium of Good
Practice and wish to thank T3
Young People’s Drug and
Alcohol Service for their hard
work in implementing the
service model over the last
three years.”

Work given
a national
accolade

STOKE-on-Trent’s
groundbreaking
Community Alcohol

Service is now being
spearheaded by a 
Midlands-based charity
with decades of
experience.

Aquarius has been supporting
people affected by alcohol,
gambling and substance misuse
issues for 40 years and has
helped numerous people reduce
their consumption of alcohol,
abstain completely and rebuild
their lives.

The effective service will
continue to be operated from a
central base at Balwant House
in Shelton.There will also be
outreach venues geographically
spread throughout the city to
ensure easier access to offer
support to any person affected
by alcohol misuse, whether
increasing risk, higher risk,

dependent or a concerned other.
Aquarius have pledged to offer

smoother pathways through
treatment for dependent drinkers
and an enhanced focus on
linking service users into
continuing care and support
after their treatment.

365-days-a-year

The service, which is funded
by the Safer City Partnership,
will offer counselling and home
detoxification and deliver the
Alcohol Treatment requirement

project in partnership with the
Probation Service.

It will be open Monday to
Saturday, including two
evenings, and will operate a 
24-hour 365-days-a-year
telephone support service.

Senior Manager Paul
McTague said: “We aim to
build on the performance of
current services and improve
the treatment and longer term
outcomes for service users.”

Additionally, the Alcohol
Brief Interventions Service will

also be delivered by
Aquarius. It is also
based at Balwant

House but will predominantly
operate on an outreach basis.

The service offers drop-in
sessions and support to
organisations in identifying
alcohol misuse and a scheme,
which diverts people from
criminal justice into support for
alcohol misuse.

The Safer City Partnership is
continuing to support the revised
service with complementary
artwork and promotional
literature.This includes
leaflets, posters and
mouse mats carrying
alcohol safety
messages.

Service
users are

guaranteed 
a friendly,

supportive
welcome.

Area
Manager

Paul McTague in
the reception area
at Balwant House

in Shelton.

All the stops were pulled out for
the latest Respect Day held in the
city. Refuse collection vehicles, fly
tipping teams, the city council’s
environmental crime unit, police
and fire officers and Street Pastors
all worked with residents to clean
up the Hoskins Road estate in
Tunstall.

The big clean up events are
staged once a month up and down

the city and are having a positive
effect on neighbourhoods. Bill
James, Respect Programme Lead
for the Safer City Partnership said:
“All the organisations involved
really pulled the stops out to make
this one of the biggest and best
Respect Days yet.“Residents really
joined in on the day and we are
making a significant impact on the
cleaning up of Stoke-on-Trent.”

Respect Day clean up makes impact

Top charity spearheads
alcohol service

● To enquire about support or
for more information call the
service’s new number – 01782
283113 or email stoke-on-trent
@aquarius.org.uk

Respect Programme Lead Bill James with Chair of the Greenfields
Residents Association Terry Cope, secretary Carol Johnson and
Hydrant Technician Jeff Moore on Linda Road, Tunstall.
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Working with you for a better Stoke-on-Trent

What is Overview and Scrutiny?

There are four Overview and
Scrutiny Committees

Overview 
and Scrutiny

A closer look
Out of 44 councillors, 34 can take
part in Overview and Scrutiny

● Cabinet  ● Non-Executive

Overview and Scrutiny is about

councillors working with local

people, the community, council

teams and other organisations to

improve the quality of life for

everyone in Stoke-on-Trent.

Cabinet decide on priorities: Overview
and Scrutiny ensure that they are held
to account for delivering them and that
any public concerns are represented.

Adults and 
Neighbourhoods

Hospitals, Police,
Social Care,

Social Housing

Business 
Services and 

Chief Executive’s

Staffing, IT,
Buildings

Children and 
Young People

Learning Services,
Vulnerable Children,

Education

City 
Renewal

Regeneration,
Planning,Transport,

Property

How do we do it?

Activity 2011/2012

Taking Part

Work Programme

Cabinet Budget proposals

Petitions

Public Spend

TOTAL 33

Health £502m

Schools £198m

Council £324m

Fire £8m

Police £37m

Call In 

Reject

Review

Support

Proposals for
savings or
investments

Call in is the process where cabinet proposals

can be questioned by a minimum of three councillors.

Nine councillors sit on the O and S committee and vote to

support or reject the decision in question.* 

There have been three call-ins this year.
*The cabinet is not bound by a vote to reject the proposal but must say 

why if they choose to uphold it.

� Attend open public meetings  

� Read free reports including our big 5 reviews

� Schools/businesses: want to learn more? Take part
in free training (who makes the big decisions?)

Asking questions of those in power.

!

mandate for change

PERFORMANCE:
Are services fit for 
purpose and on budget?

POLICIES:
Do our plans and partners plans 
support a great working city?

CALL IN AND PETITIONS:
Are new issues being addressed? 
Is the big decision the right one 
for the city?

COUNCILLOR REVIEWS:
New ideas and service
improvement to support 
Mandate for Change.

Big 5 Reviews
� Better working with local business

� Better ways of collecting money

� Options for sports and leisure

� Options for Council Tax

� Better theatre entertainment

Health Spotlight

� Performance of new A&E
facilities and waiting times

� Health of the city – Annual Report

� Soundboard on proposal to a change 
in service (eg mental health services)

Big Questions
An example of  a popular question

Q. Can a cabinet member carry
out overview and scrutiny?

A. No – they are separate roles.

� There are more answers 
to popular questions on 
our webpages (see link right)

14 Granted

5 Granted in part

1 Response Issued 

13 Declined

A large proportion (one third) of petitions related to local
parking, highways, or passenger transport issues.The petition
requesting a review of homecare services attracted the highest
number of signatures (6,275), the lowest just 5.

stoke.gov.uk /
scrutiny

Do you want to
know more?

� Read our internet
pages – suggest
topics, give views,
know what is going
on, ask a question,
contact a councillor

� Raise a petition

1 2

3 All councillors
decide budget

Public and Overview
and Scrutiny Response 

to Proposals
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Your
Councillors

Abbey Hulton and Townsend

GWEN HASSALL
(Labour)
(01782) 263166
07557 848765
gwen.hassall@
stoke.gov.uk

ADRIAN KNAPPER
(Labour) 
07714 334453
adrian.knapper@
stoke.gov.uk

Bentilee and Ubberley

SHEILA PITT
(Labour)
07957 948896
sheila.pitt@
stoke.gov.uk

ALISON WEDGWOOD
(Labour)
07968 477901
alison.wedgwood@
stoke.gov.uk

Hanford and Trentham

TERENCE FOLLOWS
(City Independents) 
(01782) 318127
07944 055379
terence.follows@
stoke.gov.uk

PETER HAYWARD
(City Independents) 
(01782) 644052
07920 835839
peter.hayward@
stoke.gov.uk

Great Chell and Packmoor

JANINE BRIDGES
(Labour)
(01782) 851842
07989 385631/
07717 714205
janine.bridges@
stoke.gov.uk

ANN JAMES
(City Independents) 
(01782) 836766
ann.james@
stoke.gov.uk

Baddeley, Milton and Norton

JACK BRERETON
(Conservative)
07855 916134
jack.brereton@
stoke.gov.uk

ANDREW LILLEY
(Labour)
07717 714010
andy.lilley@
stoke.gov.uk

DUNCAN WALKER
(Labour)
(01782) 912422
07748 504149
duncan.walker@
stoke.gov.uk

Birches Head and Central Forest Park

PAUL BREEZE
(Unaffiliated)
(01782) 279684
paul.breeze@
stoke.gov.uk

MARK MEREDITH
(Labour)
07717 714020
mark.meredith@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@markmeredith01 

Blurton East

GLENYS WARD
(City Independents) 
(01782) 312670
07922 909545
glenys.ward@
stoke.gov.uk

Blurton West and Newstead

NEIL DAY
(Labour)
(01782) 598844
07796 040002
neil.day@stoke.gov.uk

Bradeley and Chell Heath

GURMEET SINGH
KALLAR
(Labour)
07900 604232
gurmeetsingh.kallar@
stoke.gov.uk

Burslem Park

JOY GARNER 
(Labour)
(01782) 768846 
07986 442770
joy.garner@stoke.gov.uk

Dresden and Florence

SHAZAD HUSSAIN
(Labour)
07899 771815
shazad.hussain@
stoke.gov.uk

Broadway and Longton East

TOM REYNOLDS
(Labour)
07850 828717
tom.reynolds@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@longtontom.

Burslem Central

ALAN DUTTON
(Labour)
(01782) 824051
07982 231567
alan.dutton@
stoke.gov.uk

Boothen and Oakhill

ANDY PLATT
(Labour)
07919 660221
andy.platt@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@CllrAndyST4

Fenton West and Mount Pleasant

KAREN CLARKE
(Labour)
07917 270594
karen.clarke@
stoke.gov.uk

Ford Green and Smallthorne

MATT WILCOX
(Labour)
07810 825600
matt.wilcox@
stoke.gov.uk

Etruria and Hanley

MAJID KHAN
(Labour)
07989 441707
majid.khan@
stoke.gov.uk

Fenton East

PAUL SHOTTON
(Labour)
(01782) 434445
paul.shotton@ 
stoke.gov.uk

Eaton Park

TERRY CROWE
(Labour)
(01782) 269422
07818 044755
terry.crowe@
stoke.gov.uk

Joiner’s Square

ALASTAIR WATSON
(Labour)
07736 837822
alastair.watson@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@CllrActional22

Lightwood North and Normacot

BAGH ALI
(Labour)
(01782) 343246
07973 848428
bagh.ali@stoke.gov.uk

Hartshill and Basford

SHAUN PENDER
(Labour)
(01782) 632104
07825 142327
shaun.pender@
stoke.gov.uk

Hollybush and Longton West

KATH BANKS
(Labour)
(01782) 399759
07790 699379
kath.banks@
stoke.gov.uk

Hanley Park and Shelton

AMJID WAZIR
(Labour)
07747 830461
amjid.wazir@
stoke.gov.uk

Meir Park

ABI BROWN
(Conservative)
07793 844169
abi.brown@
stoke.gov.uk

Meir South

DEBBIE WHEELDON
(Labour)
(01782) 595043
07870 777807
debbie.wheeldon@
stoke.gov.uk

Meir Hay

MUHAMMAD AUMIR
(Labour)
07886 581082
muhammad.aumir@
stoke.gov.uk

Meir North
RUTH ROSENAU
(Labour)
(01782) 501940
07870 503575
ruth.rosenau@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@CllrRuthRosenau

Little Chell and Stanfield

DAVID CONWAY 
(City Independents) 
(01782) 790922
david.conway@
stoke.gov.uk

Sneyd Green

DEBRA GRATTON 
(Labour)
07917 854981
debra.gratton@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@debra_gratton

Springfields and Trent Vale

ANY WARD QUERIES
Please telephone:
(01782) 231922/
231924

Penkhull and Stoke

RANDOLPH CONTEH
(City Independents) 
(01782) 256869 
07920 835902
randolph.conteh@
stoke.gov.uk

Sandford Hill

OLWEN HAMER
(Labour)
07717 714207
olwen.hamer@
stoke.gov.uk

Moorcroft
MOHAMMED
PERVEZ
(Labour)
(01782) 232468
mohammed.pervez@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@pervezstoke

Weston Coyney

MATTHEW FRY
(Labour)
07826 891801
matthew.fry@
stoke.gov.uk

Tunstall

LEE WANGER
(City Independents) 
07971 303729
lee.wanger@
stoke.gov.uk

Goldenhill and Sandyford

MARTIN GARNER
(Labour)
(01782) 768846
martin.garner@
stoke.gov.uk

Information on city councillors was correct at the time of going to press.

For more information on your councillors go to stoke.gov.uk/councillors
Councillors can also be contacted through the Councillor and Civic Support Team who can take
messages and forward them on. They can be contacted on 01782 231922 or 231924.

Cabinet meetings are scheduled at 5.30pm:
6 and 30 August 2012, 27 September 2012 and
25 October 2012.

Full City Council meetings are scheduled at
5.30pm: 6 September 2012, 18 October 2012
and 6 December 2012.

FORTHCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS AT THE CIVIC CENTRE, STOKE:

VACANCY
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PEOPLE are being urged to take the
plunge and support a charity swimathon
to raise money for the University
Hospital of North Staffordshire.

The five-kilometre fundraiser will take
place at Fenton Manor Sports Complex
on 24 August at 4pm. It has been
organised to support the hospital’s
Accident and Emergency Department
and arranged in conjunction with the
Shapes Health and Leisure Club team.

Participants will need to swim 150
lengths of the pool and many are

already in training for the big day.
Council Tenant Involvement Officer
Linda Davies, who is taking part in the
event, said: “We are looking for people
to come forward and take part in the
swim or help by pledging sponsorship
or a donation.

“It is for a fantastic cause that affects
everyone in the city in some shape or
form during their lives, so we hope this

will inspire people to help out.”
The swim is one of four events that

form a summer challenge of fundraising.
Others being staged include a Three

Peaks challenge, a sponsored sky dive
and a Zorbing event, which involves
people being strapped into giant
spheres and being rolled downhill at
speed.
● To take part in the swim email
amanda.burston@uhns.nhs.uk or to
donate log onto virginmoneygiving
.com/landseaair 

SUMMER activities and holidays are being organised
for children with disabilities thanks to a pioneering
scheme.

Aiming High is a Government programme
providing additional services and short breaks for
disabled children aged up to 19.

It has been developed by the city council in
partnership with Crossroads Care Staffordshire and is
aimed at a range of youngsters from those with
complex health needs to those with a palliative
condition.

Activities range from adventure playground
sessions and a film club to indoor music, arts, crafts
and Wii sessions and DJ school.

Crossroads also provide transport
to children who are unable to make
their own way to activities.
For more information log onto
crossroadsstaffordshire.org.uk or
call 01782 207863 for bookings or
01782 268391 for general enquiries.

KEEPING the family occupied during the school
holidays is not easy at the best of times so the
tourism team at the city council has come up with a
list of free things to do this summer break.

Why not visit the Potteries Museum & Art Gallery –
home to the Staffordshire Hoard and the Spitfire
Gallery – or relax and enjoy the 1,480 hectares of
open space in the city including the newly restored
Burslem Park.

You could discover the city’s waterways by walking
or riding alongside miles of the Trent and Mersey
and the Cauldon canals as well as the River Trent.

For the more energetic, Europe’s biggest skate
plaza at Central Forest Park has more than enough to
entertain the adrenaline junkies.

Browsing at the Trentham Estate shopping village
and garden centre or the city’s 20 or so pottery
factory shops is great fun and the Staffordshire Peak
District is right on the city’s doorstep with fantastic
walking to be enjoyed at places like The Roaches.

■ For a full list of activities and special offers
available in the city for places like
the Gladstone Pottery Museum
and the Wedgwood Visitor Centre
and Museum go to the Visit 
Stoke-on-Trent website at
visitstoke.co.uk or you could also
try facebook.com/visitstoke and
twitter.com/visitstoke

Free Summer holiday
fun for all the family

Disabled children given
Aiming High boost

MORE than 200
eye-catching
artefacts from the

world-famous
Staffordshire Hoard
have gone on display at
the Potteries Museum
& Art Gallery… the
biggest-ever exhibition
of the exciting find.

The event, running until
September 2013, is the first time
ever in the UK that individual artefacts
from the 3,500 piece collection have been
seen fitted together – restored to their
Dark Ages glory for the first time in over
13 centuries.

The exhibition is being funded by a
£40,000 grant from the Heritage Lottery
Fund and will feature new items such as a
Seax handle – a knife or short sword –
which has been carefully reconstructed
after being discovered in several pieces.

It will feature new interpretation boards
and interactive displays to help bring the
items to life and set them in context for
visitors.

Principal Collections Officer Deb
Klemperer said: “This is a truly
fascinating exhibition which will give
members of the public more of an insight
into these items.

“Following extensive research, work has

been carried out to very carefully clean
and fit together some of the pieces and
these have been put on display for the
first time in the UK.”

The world-famous treasure – which is
the biggest and most valuable hoard of
Anglo-Saxon gold ever found – wowed
the crowds in Washington DC when it
went on display at the National
Geographic Museum earlier this year.

The pieces returned to the UK in
March to be further tested ahead of the
summer exhibition.

Visitors to the museum will be in for
another treat – they will be greeted by a
nine-foot-tall Anglo-Saxon warrior statue
which has been erected in the reception
to “stand guard” over the Hoard.

Central
Forest Park’s
skateboard

plaza.

Biggest ever
Hoard show has
unseen
treasures

A pectoral cross with cabochon garnet.

Above, the
nine-foot-tall

warrior statue.
Left, an eye-shaped

gold and garnet
plaque.

A gold and garnet
mount, part of a
“mystery object”
also including a
gold cylinder 
and a glass 
stud.

Boost for
Research
EXPERTS are beginning a
research project to unlock
the secrets of the
Staffordshire Hoard after
being awarded a £276,000
grant by English Heritage.

A small project team,
based at the Potteries
Museum & Art Gallery, has
started an 18-month
programme to catalogue
the seventh century
treasure.

Splashing way to raise cash for hospital
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