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Our City is printed on
recycled paper. When
you have finished with
this publication please
help the environment
by passing it on to a
friend or recycling it.

MEETINGS of the full council can now be viewed online. To see and hear
the debates and decisions which affect life in Stoke-on-Trent, visit
stoke.gov.uk and click on webcasting.

A list of dates and times of council meetings and committee meetings 
can be found on our website at stoke.gov.uk/meetingdates

Live webcast of full council meetings Give us your feedback
on this issue of 
Our City by emailing
ourcity@stoke.gov.uk 
or write to: 
FREEPOST Our City.

Ambitious plan
shows we mean
business in
driving growth
By City Council
Leader, Councillor
MOHAMMED
PERVEZ

EXCITING and ambitious proposals to look
at extracting methane gas from coal
reserves beneath our city show the council
means business when it comes to
supporting and attracting investment, jobs
and growth.

We are making sure we have the right
technical, legal and financial advice to look
at whether or not this initiative – which has
huge potential and could leave a positive
legacy for Stoke-on-Trent for generations to
come – will work for everyone.

But look at the facts. We currently import
our methane from Russia and Qatar. In
March this year the UK came within eight
hours of running out of gas. Individual
households may not even have noticed but
it was most certainly an issue for
businesses – especially our ceramics
industry, who rely on gas to power their
operations.

Add to that, the fact that due to the price
volatility of energy our ceramics companies
are under financial pressure to move
abroad to secure cheaper energy, and
you’ll see doing nothing is not an option.

An important part of supporting our
existing businesses and attracting new
investment could be offering sustainable
energy at secure prices.

For a council to explore giving that
guarantee and commitment is forward
thinking and innovative. Ceramic companies
and the British Ceramics Confederation
support the move. There is a great deal of
work and exploration to do before we can
decide if this will proceed, but if successful
our partnership will also generate revenue
which we can invest in services for residents.

ANOTHER example of innovation and
investment for residents is our new 
state-of-the-art CCTV control centre. It will
mean safer streets in the city but will also
bring cash to the council as we offer the
service to other authorities through hi-tech
link-ups.

EVERY year it becomes more challenging
for us to meet the crippling cuts imposed
on the council by the Government. This
year we are starting even earlier, talking to
people and organisations around the city
and seeking their views. Once again we
need your help to set priorities in what will
be the toughest two years yet. (See article
on opposite page.) Please give us your
views on the services that matter to you.

Web: stoke.gov.uk

Facebook: facebook.com/

stokeontrent.citycouncil

Twitter: @SoTCityCouncil

twitter.com/SoTCityCouncil
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LANDSCAPING work 
is moving on at a 
pace in the City Centre

to complement the
forthcoming Central Business
District Development.

Plans have been unveiled to
transform Hanley’s Town Hall Square
as part of the latest public realm
improvements.

The proposals, which form part 
of a £7.2 million project, will see
more priority given to pedestrians,
traffic reduced and the adjacent 
war memorial retained as a focal
point and new high-quality paving
installed.

Already underway are improvement
works in Albion Street, Albion
Square, the western end of Old Hall
Street and Lichfield Street connecting
to the new £15 million bus station, as
well as Parliament Square.

They include road and footway
reconstruction and the provision of
new lighting, street furniture and tree
planting.

Councillor Ruth Rosenau, Cabinet
Member for Regeneration, Planning
and Transportation, said: “It is
important that we make the City
Centre a thriving place for business,
retail and leisure.”

An earlier phase of work,
completed in March, involved a
facelift for Percy Street, Tontine
Street and part of Stafford Street.

The improvements are helping to
enhance the image and appeal of the
city to attract new business, inward
investment and job opportunities.
And it will join up to major
developments such as City Sentral
and the Central Business District.

Meanwhile site preparation work
on the Central Business District is
nearing completion ready for the
handover to the main contractor.

The new buildings are set to be
completed by spring 2015.

COUNCIL Leader Mohammed Pervez is
urging people across the city to fundraise for
the Douglas Macmillan Hospice as it
celebrates its 40th anniversary this year.

It comes as he helped to hand over £1,135
raised by Stoke-on-Trent listeners of Radio
Ramadan during a three-hour on-air appeal.

Station Head Mohammad Shah said:“I
thought it would be a good idea for the
Asian community to support a local
community charity so I appealed on-air for
donations. The support we had was very
good.”

Councillor Pervez said:“This is an 

example of how
communities 
from different
backgrounds can
help to contribute
towards the wider
society. The
Douglas

Macmillan Hospice is an excellent facility
which helps not only patients and their
families in their final days when facing a 
life-limiting illness across North Staffordshire
but provides support to the families and
friends left behind when they need it most.

“I’ve been to the Dougie Mac and I am
always impressed with the care and
compassion shown by staff.

“It’s their 40th anniversary this year so I’m
doing all I can to encourage people and
businesses across the city to fundraise on
their behalf.

“It’s also Hospice Care Week between 7-13
October – so why not sign up for North
Staffordshire’s biggest fundraising day ‘Bring
A Pound Day’ – another great way to support
local people across North Staffordshire.”
● For more about the Douglas Macmillan
Hospice visit www.dmhospice.org.uk

Major works will enhance
City Centre’s appeal

Let’s back the ‘Dougie Mac’ in its 40th year

An artist’s impression showing how Albion Square will
look when the improvement works are complete.

Hanley Town Hall Square which will be the next major City Centre landscaping project.

Cover: Moorcroft Designer Kerry Goodwin
with a vase called “The Walk” produced to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of
Moorcroft production in Sandbach Road,
Cobridge. See story on Page 7.
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MEMBERS of the
community are
being urged to

have their say and help
the city council plan its
budget and shape the
future of services.

A wide-ranging public
consultation is underway over
cost pressures and the latest
round of savings that have to
be made as a result of
Government austerity
measures. Over the last three
financial years £77 million has
been cut from the city purse.
Now the council is planning
for the next round of
reductions, which will affect
the 2014/15 budget.

Councillors and officers are
continually looking to strike
the right balance between
maintaining important front
line services while creating the
right conditions and
opportunities to maximise
investment in the city. Their
proposal will be published
later in the autumn.

Roadshows
However, it is the views of

the public that will help to
shape these solutions, which is
why it is vitally important
everyone gets involved and
makes their views known.

Since mid September,
representatives from the
council have been meeting
with organisations as well as
community groups and
residents’ associations.

A series of roadshows have
taken place and people can
still complete surveys online,
at their local centre or nearest
library.

Council Leader Mohammed
Pervez said: “I would like to
personally appeal to members
of the community to engage in
these very important talks by
completing a survey.

Priorities
“I want everyone to know

that we do listen, and will
continue to listen, to their
ideas and take on board their
views and suggestions.

“At this time I want people
to come forward with their
ideas and priorities for the
budget and challenge Cabinet
members, councillors and
council officers.”

He added: “These
Government imposed cuts are
not easy for any of us. We have
had to cut £77 million in the
last three years.

“We estimate that we will
have to make in the region of
£100 million worth of cuts in
the next four years and the
long-term predictions are
these austerity measures are
likely to continue long beyond
that. So it is clear to see that
it’s not business as usual and
we need to do things
differently to meet these
challenges.

“That is why it is crucially
important to engage with
residents so they are fully

aware of these budgetary
pressures and realise what the
implications are.

Councillor Terry Crowe,
Cabinet Member for Finance,
Procurement and
Commissioning, added:
“Despite the situation, we
have delivered a balanced
budget year-on-year and
managed the finances in a
responsible way so as to
protect the most vulnerable
people in society, and to
ensure that nothing deters us

from regenerating the city in
line with our Mandate for
Change.

“We do always listen to
suggestions. Some people may
say as a council we do not.
My response would be that
certain decisions simply have
to be made for budgetary
reasons and for the economic
prosperity of the city.

“However, we take on board
every individual comment and
they will be used in compiling
our budget.”

Taking part in key talks is a
chance to help city council set its
budget and shape future services

To get involved, or for more
information, please visit
stoke.gov.uk/budget2014
Alternatively via Facebook –
facebook.com/
sotcitycouncil or twitter –
twitter.com/sotcitycouncil
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MORE than 150 talented artists
have gathered in the city for the
biggest British Ceramics Biennial

(BCB) to date.
Exhibitions, installations and plenty of

hands-on events will run until 10 November as
part of the six-week festival, which showcases
the best in contemporary ceramics art.

The theme of the 2013 BCB is to celebrate
the role of the individual artist as well as the
heritage and creative edge of Stoke-on-Trent.

New work from emerging and established
artists features in the China Hall at the former
Spode factory site in Stoke, which has been

transformed into a creative hub for the duration.
There are also major exhibitions at the

Potteries Museum & Art Gallery and
AirSpace Gallery in the City Centre and an
extensive programme of events for young
people, families and adults to have a go
and join in making their own ceramic
creations.

One of the star attractions is the Fresh
exhibition, showcasing 33 of the best of
the current crop of the UK ceramics
graduates. These include current and
former Staffordshire University students
Alison Howell, Ragnhild Marstad and
Rebecca Hogg.

In addition, there will be a strong
international flavour with work from over 30
Scandinavian artists.

The prestigious Award exhibition has
returned to The Potteries Museum & Art
Gallery with a special award of £10,000 for one
of the selected artists displaying exceptional
creativity in their work.

AirSpace Gallery has developed an ambitious
programme which includes a Guerrilla
Ceramics Trail along the canal from Hanley
Park to Middleport and an Artists’ Soup
Kitchen.
■ For more details about the line-up and
events and hands-on workshops visit
www.britishceramicsbiennial.com. People can
also follow BCB on Twitter @bcbfestival and by
joining the Facebook group
britishceramicsbiennial.

Festival celebrates
city’s creativity

Constant, Same & Forever
by Edith Garcia, selected
artist in the Award
exhibition.

Staffordshire
University

Ceramicist and Studio
Technician Alison Howell –
a student at the university

– with some of her
ceramics which are being

shown at the Fresh
exhibition.
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By City Council
Chief Executive

John
van de
Laarschot

Your chance
to help set
city council’s
prioritiesRESIDENTS are being

reminded about changes to
their bin collection with the

message... same bins, different day.
Since 2 September, around 80 per cent

of the 113,000 homes in the city have
had a different waste collection day and
most collection times have changed.

All householders have been asked to
put their bins out by 7am to make sure
they get collected.

The changes are part of a new model
service which could save around
£350,000 and deliver a more effective
and consistent service, making it faster
and more efficient.

The previous routes were set up in
2007 and the city has changed

dramatically since then, with some areas
losing houses and others getting new
estates.

Council waste planners have used a
computerised system, employed by the
most efficient waste collection operations
in the country, and local knowledge, to
plan the routes.

Councillor Andy Platt, Cabinet
Member for Green Enterprises and
Clean City, said he wanted to say ‘thank
you’ to the public for their patience
during the changes.

He added: “We are aware that there
have been a few teething problems in
some areas, but we are confident they are
now all ironed out.

“The city is constantly changing and
we need to respond to these changes to

maximise the efficiency of our public
services.

“I would appeal to communities to
help us deliver a more efficient service
and save the taxpayer money by playing
their part.”

Pamela Amphlett, 57, who lives in
Hanley and works at Burslem Health
Centre, said: “As long as my bin’s
emptied I don’t care what day they come.

“There’s never been a problem with
the bin collection and even during the
terrible winter weather they always came
on the right day. And the best thing is
that the council can save money by
bringing in these changes.”
● For more information, call 01782
234234, email: WasteManagement@
stoke.gov.uk or visit stoke.gov.uk/binday

CHANGING old habits can be difficult –
that is why volunteer bin champions
have been out in the community
spreading the word about new collection
times.

Bin champions are essentially “good
neighbours” who are leading the way by
putting their own bins out first and
helping other residents follow that lead.

They also feedback information from
their neighbourhood to the council
about the collections, in order to help
shape services for the future.

Every home in the city was targeted

with a letter explaining the changes to
their collections. Bin champions have
been helping to drive the message home
throughout the month. Council teams
have also been knocking on doors talking
to people about changes too.

Councillor Andy Platt, Cabinet Member
for Green Enterprise and Clean City, said:
“There has been an enormous drive to
tell everyone about the changes, but
changing old habits is a difficult job and
some people always slip through the net.

“That’s why we have been asking
people to help us by reminding their

neighbours and friends about the change
and then continue to remind people
whenever it is bin day by taking a lead.

“They can also help us shape the
service for the future by being on the
ground as a source of knowledge, feeding
back issues on behalf of their neighbours.

“Essentially, this is a community service
and we need the community to make it a
success.”
● Anyone who wants to volunteer 
to be a bin champion should call 
01782 234234 or email
enquiries@stoke.gov.uk for details.

The same bins...
on a different day

Champions show a lead to their neighbours

THE next few months are definitely going to
see a hive of activity here at the city council
as our attention turns to focus on setting
priorities, objectives and budgets for the
next financial year.

Yet again, I have been impressed to read
about the many great services being
provided for our communities across the
city. The levels of resourcefulness,
compassion, enthusiasm and dedication
displayed by individuals and groups alike
are nothing short of inspirational.

Despite the massive funding reductions
we have sustained since national austerity
measures started to bite, pride in our great
city remains unfaltering. Stoke-on-Trent has
been severely affected by these cuts and hit
with disproportionate reductions resulting
in swathes of cash being stripped from our
budgets but it is this sense of pride which
will help us to endure.

You may have heard recent reports that
the global economic crisis has turned a
corner and these measures can be relaxed,
but I urge you not to be deceived. The
financial strain will be felt for the next five
to 10 years at least.

Consequently local authorities will be
unable to provide all these great things
going forward; as the culture shifts from
one of historically relying on public sector
services to one of taking more personal
responsibility for meeting our own needs.
As the government’s vision of “The Big
Society”, becomes a reality, we will all
(except for the most vulnerable members of
our society) need to become less dependent
on the state and make conscientious
lifestyle choices to guarantee financial
self-sufficiency.

Job creation and getting people back into
work is the most important task for the city
– not just for the city council. It is a
collective responsibility and we all have a
part to play in bringing long-term economic
prosperity to the city. There is something
that each and every resident can do to
make a contribution to reduce demand on
limited public sector resources.

The only guarantee is that city council
services will be reduced or ceased in the
future and we all need to think now about
how we will manage then.

Your views have never mattered more and
we are reliant upon you to tell us what you
think to help us shape the future and
preserve those services which are most
important to you and your families. Do not
leave this critical opportunity to someone
else – now is the time to get involved.

Please help us to work with your
community so that we can help you to
better help yourselves.

Pamela Amphlett, of Hanley, gets her bin
and recycling box ready for collection.
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STEAM trains are set to make a
nostalgic return to Stoke-on-Trent
in the not too distant future as
part of an ambitious railway
development which could boost
tourism and improve the
environment.

Moorland and City Railways
(MCR) is aiming to reopen the
main line between Leekbrook
and Stoke – closed in 1992 – to
allow the quarries and cement
works at Cauldon to reconnect
with the national rail network.

Despite legal complications
which have delayed progress on
the project, executives at the
company are optimistic that
renovation work on the line will
soon restart with freight trains
running in just over two years
time.

MCR Commercial Director
David Kemp said that although
freight pulled by modern
diesel-powered locomotives
would be the mainstay of the
company’s initial business plan,
they were also planning to run
heritage passenger steam trains
in the city as a tourist attraction.

And the next stage of the
project would be an extension of
the Churnet Valley Railway line
south of Oakamoor to Alton
Towers, enabling passenger

services from Stoke station to the
theme park.

“The Alton Towers service
would have to involve new trains
for reliability reasons,” said Mr
Kemp.“But steam trains running
on the line in the city would
undoubtedly create great
interest.”

The prospects of steam
locomotives once more being
part of the city’s landscape and a
new rail link with Alton Towers
have been welcomed by City
Council Leader Mohammed
Pervez. He said:“People travelling
to the Towers by train would
come to Stoke-on-Trent and
many would extend their trip by
staying in the city to make the
most of the many tourist
attractions. And if people are
using trains to get to the theme
park then that would
considerably reduce road
congestion and improve the
environment.”

It has been just over 40 years
since the last passenger steam
locomotives stopped running in
the city to end a great railway era
that brought wealth and work.
How fitting that a reappearance
of steam power is part of a
scheme which stands to boost
the local economy.

Trains from bygone era
could make a nostalgic
return to city railways

METHANE gas
reserves are set 
to power a new 

city council backed
industrial revolution in
Stoke-on-Trent.

The
council 
is looking
for an
expert
partner to help
it tap into coal bed
methane reserves for
the benefit of local people
and businesses. Integral to the
City Deal bid to Government, it
would also protect and create
thousands of jobs while
providing pricing stability and
security in a world of rocketing
energy costs.

The council has already
sanctioned the establishment of a
holding company to reap the
benefits from coal bed methane
and other energy sources like
geothermal hot water as well as
bio-mass and solar technologies.

The idea is to harness safe,
modern extraction technologies
for the benefit of the whole city.

Council Leader Mohammed
Pervez said: “The coal beds fired
Stoke-on-Trent’s industrial past
and made the Potteries famous
across the globe.

“Innovative technologies mean
those same coal beds could help
power a new phase in the city’s
industrial evolution, providing
energy direct to local businesses.

“This is all about tapping into
the city’s natural assets and the
seam of energy that made the
city great in past centuries.
There’s nothing new about what
we are looking at here.

“The big difference is the safe
and environmentally sensitive
technologies that are now
available to us.

“Thousands of manufacturing
jobs in the city are dependent on
businesses having a sustainable,
affordable supply of energy.

“The steps we are taking are
about ensuring we have local
control and accountability over
any future energy extraction in
Stoke-on-Trent.

“Coal bed methane is one

initiative in a range of many
solution networks we are
developing for the city.

“We want those resources to
benefit local companies and local
people, rather than be piped
straight out of the city.” Local
businesses are already backing
the project. Stephen Dixon, the

Chief Executive of Johnson Tiles,
said: “Energy costs are a critical
factor in our continued growth
and the jobs and prosperity we
generate for the city.

“The search for alternative
local supplies and the use of coal
bed methane would be a massive
boost for us.”

AN exciting new artwork commemorating
Stoke-on-Trent’s support for the Czech village
destroyed by the Nazis is set to be unveiled at the
end of October.

Commissioned by the city council with a capital
budget of £100,000, the artwork called Unearthed
will be sited between the new bus station and the
Victoria Hall where the original Lidice Shall Live
campaign was started in 1942.

Local arts company Dashyline are working on a
piece, which explores the themes of peace and
camaraderie. It will reflect the spirit of
international solidarity shown by the city’s miners

and workers who collected money to rebuild the
village.

Paul Bailey, council Culture and Events
Manager, said:“The artwork will provide an
attractive and exciting focus in the heart of the
new City Centre Public Realm Scheme.

“The new urban landscaping scheme is an
essential component of the current regeneration
activity in and around the City Centre.

“The Public Realm improvements will create a
network of high quality streets and spaces within
the City Centre, which will help increase footfall
and support existing businesses.”
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Artwork will commemorate support for Lidice

One of the last steam trains in the city
pulls into Fenton station in 1962.

Milton station
pictured in 1962.

Plan to tap into huge
methane reserves

“”This is all about tapping into the
city’s natural assets and the seam 
of energy that made the city great 
in past centuries... the big difference
is the safe and environmentally
sensitive technologies that are now
available to us.

Pictured at the site of the methane bed well head at Keele University is
Peter Styles, Professor in Applied and Environmental Geophysics, who is
explaining the underground reach of the well to Council Leader
Mohammed Pervez.
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UNSUNG Heroes celebrates the many who work behind the scenes to support others and make
Stoke-on-Trent a better place to live, work and play. Here, Our City highlights the contribution of
Apprentice Road Workers Jack Nicholls and Thomas Bowers.

FIXING potholes in all
weathers might not be
everyone’s idea of fun

but because Jack and
Thomas prefer working
outdoors it’s just up their
street.

Both in the second year of their
three-year apprenticeships with the
city council, they take great pride
in their work, which includes
anything to do with highways
maintenance.

They work together as a team,
both attending Shrewsbury College
for a week at a time every four
weeks as they complete their NVQs
and diplomas.

Jack, aged 20, who also works on
a Saturday as a match day steward
at Stoke City, said: “There’s a lot
more to it than people think.
There’s setting levels, tarmacing,
paperwork, making sure our signs
are out correctly and you have to
do it all quickly but safely.

“We don’t just take care of
potholes, it’s everything to do with
highways so there’s street furniture
and drainage.You never know what
you’ll be doing next so it’s varied. I
really enjoy it and it’s nice when
you’ve done a good job on a
footpath and know you’ve made
a contribution to the city.”

Tom, the younger of 
the two at 18, is no less
experienced as a
roadworker. He said: “I
couldn’t work in an
office. Even though
we’re out in all weathers,
I prefer it that way. I like
seeing a repaired pothole and
knowing it’s a job well done.

“My girlfriend’s granddad has
even started pointing out potholes
to me when we’re out and tells me
there’s another one I need to do.

“I like my job. Our training is
bob on, we get everything we need
for college and I know I’ll be
getting a good qualification.”

Trainee duo sign up on the

road to new job

UNSUNG HEROES

Apprentice
Road Workers

Thomas Bowers,
left, and Jack Nicholls

carry out a road
repair at Regent

Road, Hanley.

MORE people are being recruited now
the city council’s war on potholes is
underway.

A total of 13 permanent, specially
trained workers are already out on
the streets as part of the council’s
blitz to tackle a backlog and deal with
any new reported problems.

Working in teams of two and three,
they will be bolstered by a further 13
workers who are being hired on
temporary three-month contracts. It is
all part  of the council’s £600,000
pothole programme.

Once the highways department has
made significant headway in dealing

with the backlog, the plan is to blitz
individual areas as workers also
tackle issues like faulty paving,
blocked drains and defective bollards.

Councillor Ruth Rosenau, the
Cabinet Member for Regeneration,
Planning and Transportation, said:“It
is about addressing what the public
said they wanted to see in terms of
repairs.

“It’s also about bringing permanent
jobs and these new temporary posts
also give people hope and
experience.

“The real blitz has only been
underway for a few weeks but

motorists are already noticing the
difference. People in my street for
instance have been telling me they
really can see an improvement.

“For us it’s not just about potholes.
Our highway workers multi-task and
take on all sorts of jobs to improve
the infrastructure of the city. That can
only be good for the city, it’s residents
and the business community.”

To report a pothole call 01782
237061 between 9am and 5pm or
email highways.client@stoke.gov.uk
All reports should include the street
name, exact location and full details
on the pothole.

More recruits join blitz on the backlog 
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WALKING DOWN MEMORY LANE... Moorcroft
Director Dave Johnson and Production Manager
Gloria Withington lead the workforce through
Cobridge Park to commemorate the company’s
centenary. They were dressed as company
founder William Moorcroft and his wife
Florence.

Celebrating
100 years
AS Moorcroft celebrates 100 years of production
in Sandbach Road, Cobridge, company chairman
Hugh Edwards has paid tribute to Stoke-on-Trent
City Council for its readiness to lend expertise
and support whenever required.

Mr Edwards – who saved Moorcroft from
liquidation when he led a buy-out of the
company in 1986 – said the council recognised
the company was a key part of the city’s heritage
and had a major role to play in promoting the
area.

“Whenever we have needed help and support
from the city council the response has been fast
and positive,” he said.“Every time we have had an
important event – like the centenary celebrations
– the council has made sure that everything in
the streets around our factory is clean and tidy.
They even paint fences and trim hedges.”

Mr Edwards added that the city council had
also provided invaluable assistance to Moorcroft
at times of crisis.

“Back in 1997 our bottle oven suffered two
lightning strikes and was partially destroyed. We
wanted it put right and the council moved
heaven and earth to get the necessary Listed
Building and other consents through for us.

“Just a few years later we discovered that the
wrong sort of sealant had been used on the
exterior of the bottle oven which meant it
gradually turned black. We needed specialist
technical help and the council was able to put us
in touch with experts at English Heritage.

“Between the three of us – ourselves, the city
council and English Heritage – we were able to
slowly, brick by brick, return the bottle oven to its
former glory.”

City Council Leader Mohammed Pervez joins
in the centenary celebrations.
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Green Door – the citywide project to promote outdoor activities for older
and disabled people, their friends, families and carers – is moving into a
new base at Westport Lake. Funded by the Lottery, the city council and the
NHS Healthy City project, Green Door offers a wide-range of community
and volunteer led activities to help people improve their health and
wellbeing as well as broaden their horizons. Here, Our City highlights just
one activity and talks to a volunteer.

CYCLING really does put a smile
on Tracy Dean’s face as she
enjoys Green Door riding

sessions on specially adapted bikes
with her friends from the Multiple
Abilities Club (MAC).

Learning difficulties caused by childhood
meningitis make life a little more challenging
for 37-year-old Tracy but her supportive family
help her enjoy life to the full. She volunteers
twice a week at MAC and is growing in
confidence. She learned to ride a bike as a girl
and rediscovered the fun of pedal power when
MAC used Green Door’s 11 bikes especially
adapted to suit a range of disabilities and
long-term illnesses.

Tracy’s favourite is a quad but she could
have chosen a trike or even a hand cycle.
Green Door also provide bikes for two as well
as a wheelchair transporter. Based at Westport
Lake, the one-mile flat circuit there is ideal for

bikes. Tracy said: “It’s very, very good. I
like riding the bike. I like the colour and
everything about it. It’s safe and I will go
again.”

Her dad Leonard said: “We’ve had loads
of highs with Tracy. She learned to ride a bike
as a teenager but was a bit timid.

“Once we’d got her on the Green Door bike
we couldn’t get her off it. She thought it was
brilliant. The Green Door sessions have helped
her mix which is good and everyone has a
really good laugh.

“Her next challenge is sailing on the Lord
Nelson – a tall ship based at Southampton.
She’s passed her exams to take part and will be
sailing for a week. We’re so proud of her.”

● Green Door relies on a dedicated team of
volunteers who promote activities, run events
and help maintain the cycles. If you would like
to volunteer, call 01782 236667/232236 or
email greendoor@stoke.gov.uk

ANGLING sessions really have
proved popular and Green Door
has already staged six taster days
with more to come.

All have taken place at the
Moorside Fishery in Abbey Hulton
– home to the Stoke-on-Trent
Disabled Sports Association –
where one of the two lakes on site
is specifically designed for people
with disability.

The association’s President is
Councillor Terry Crowe, the city
council’s Cabinet Member for
Finance, Procurement and
Commissioning. A wheelchair user
himself, he has been a fisherman
for 40 years.

He said: “Moorside used to be
just a carp water but that was no
use for people with upper limb
disability because they couldn’t
catch 20 and 30 pounders.

“Now we’ve a mixed fishery

which is much better for people
with disability. It’s a great place to
introduce people to fishing.

“We’re lucky that Stoke-on-Trent
is one of the greenest cities in the
UK with 47 per cent green space.
Unfortunately the health and
wellbeing of many of our residents
is significantly worse than the rest

of the country. Although research
shows that getting outside into
green spaces can have a positive
impact, many people don’t use
spaces like Moorside so Green
Door aims to encourage people to
get outside.

“The project has just booked
another six taster days with us at

Moorside so it shows how
successful it is.”

Green Door provides not only
free taster days but also acts as an
information hub for activities
provided by other organisations.
For more information and the new
angling taster dates, visit
stoke.gov.uk/greendoor

Lake circuit is
ideal for bikes

Angling
taster
sessions
have
people
hooked

COMEDY and crime
come to the City Central
Library in Hanley this
autumn as two special
evenings are staged to
bring books and poetry to life.

Murder in the Library on
Friday, 18 October, sees the
venue become a crime scene
for a murder mystery evening
featuring the work of
award-winning crime writer
Ann Cleeves.

Author Stephen Booth,
creator of the Peak District
based Cooper and Fry crime
novels, makes an appearance
on Friday, 8 November, to talk
about his writing and sign
books.

Both evenings start at
7.30pm with tickets costing
£3. For more information and
to reserve a ticket, please
contact the City Central
Library on 01782 238455.

The events follow a
successful performance earlier
this month by poets Emma
Purshouse, Win Saha and 
Jane Seabourne, who
presented an evening of
humorous readings.

Experienced disabled angler
Alan Price with Occupational
Therapist Katie Wright at the

Moorside Fishery where taster
sessions for people with

disabilities are being staged.

CYCLING
WITH A SMILE:
Tracy Dean on 

a quad bike
provided by the

Green Door
project.

Special
events at
city library
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YOUTH Offending
Services delivered
by the city council

and its partners have
been given positive
feedback after a three-day
inspection.

HM Inspectorate of
Probation carried out a Short
Quality Screening (SQS) in July
as it assessed the quality and
effectiveness of casework with
young people who had
offended.

Inspectors, using a sample of
20 cases, checked on how the
team was performing against the
aims of reducing the likelihood of
offending, protecting the public,
protecting the child or young
person, and ensuring that a
sentence was served.The report
summary concluded: “Overall,
we found a positive picture in
Stoke-on-Trent.

“The Youth Offending Service

(YOS) can be rightly proud of
the improvements in the quality
of practice since our previous
inspection in November 2010.

“These improvements have
been achieved despite a
reduction in resources since
then.

“Case managers had a
detailed knowledge of the
children and young people they
supervised. They produced good
quality pre-sentence reports,
assessments and plans.

“There was scope for further
improving the quality of work,
mainly in relation to plans
taking into account previous
relevant behaviour and
offending of the child or young
person, their diversity needs and
victims’ safety issues.”

Councillor Janine Bridges,
Cabinet Member for Housing,
Neighbourhoods and
Community Safety, said: “I’m
absolutely delighted we have

such a dedicated and efficient
Youth Offending Service.

“It can only be good for the
young people of our city and
the residents in that the new
ways of working – for example
restorative justice – are effective
in diverting young people away
from crime and enabling them
to become better citizens
without incurring criminal
records.”

The positive report comes as
performance figures released by
the Youth Justice Board show
the service in Stoke-on-Trent is
continuing to reduce the
number of young people
entering the criminal justice
system. Since 2006, the service
has stopped 473 young people
from going to court.

The YOS has already
incorporated the
recommendations into its own
Service Delivery plans for
2013-14.

TWO years of trying for children
and four unsuccessful attempts
at IVF left David and Alison
feeling emotionally drained –
but adoption proved to be the
positive answer and their family
is now complete.

The married couple turned to
the adoption team at the city
council at what David admitted
was their lowest moment.

“Along the way, we always
thought we might pursue
adoption so we were positive –
we felt like we had a direction
after the uncertainty of IVF and
we were confident that at the
end of it we would have a
family,” he said.

The couple first attended an
information evening staged by
adoption social workers and
were then supported through
preparation training and home
visits until they were approved
and a match was found with their
children – a brother and sister
now aged five and eight.

David said:“The day they
moved in was really emotional.
But it had been really well
handled and our social worker
was really supportive.

“Any child coming from the
care system will have issues so
for us it’s been about building
trust and the children testing the
boundaries. But within a few
weeks they were calling us
mummy and daddy. It’s been
hard work but it’s great.

“Social workers get a lot of bad

press but we’re very lucky in
Stoke-on-Trent. The team at the
city council are absolutely
brilliant.

“I always said this would be
the greatest thing we’d ever
done and I still believe that’s 
the case.”

With National Adoption Week
from 4-10 November
highlighting the need for more
adopters, the city council is
urging anyone who is interested
to come forward.

Adoptive parents do not
necessarily have to be married

and own their own home.
They can be from any

background so long as they have
space and time for a child.

● For more information, call
01782 235020 or email
dutyadoption@stoke.gov.uk 

Inspectors find
positive picture

Adoption proves to be a happy answer
after four unsuccessful attempts at IVF

CITY council support for the
British Armed Forces past
and present and their
families will be enshrined in
a special document called a
covenant due to be signed
in November.

The authority has been
working with the forces, city
partners and other
organisations on the Armed
Forces Community Covenant
– a document detailing
community support for
soldiers, sailors and airmen.

Stoke-on-Trent Lord
Mayor Councillor Sheila Pitt,
said:“The aim is to build
support and public
understanding for the armed
forces community while
recognising people’s
sacrifice and to encourage
activities to help them.”

The city has a
long-standing tradition of
support for the armed forces
and earlier this year 200
soldiers from the Queen’s
Royal Lancers marched
through Stoke-on-Trent to
mark their return from a
six-month tour of
Afghanistan.

For further information
about the community
covenant or to contribute,
email the council at
covenant@stoke.gov.uk.
You can also contact
Councillor and Civic Support
on 01782 232751.

Support
for armed
forces

Alison and David take a break from their parenting duties at a local park.

Youth
Offending

Case Manager
Mark Gardner

counsels a young
offender.
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HUNDREDS of people
visited a series of
cultural venues

throughout the city as part of
the national Heritage Open
Days event.

Fascinating buildings flung open
their doors for a free look around
– they included behind-the-scenes
glimpses of the Chatterley
Whitfield site and historic Ford
Green Hall.There was even a
guided tour of a local brewery for
real ale aficionados.

The event, which can boast to be
England’s biggest free heritage
festival, sees hundreds of buildings

that are normally closed to the
public revealing their secrets.

Volunteers, trusts and local
historians give up their time to
lead guided tours and talks as the
spotlight is shed on the role these
buildings played in the country’s
heritage.

Senior Conservation Officer
Katherine Bailey said: “This has
become a well-established event
on the calendar and hundreds of
people take part.

“Again, Chatterley Whitfield was
a very popular venue.We also
staged a military rally at Etruria
Industrial Museum which drew a
large crowd. Another big draw was

the chance to see a Lancaster
Bomber fly by and then other
World War II military vehicles,
alongside the city’s very own
Spitfire, at the Potteries
Museum.”

Other highlights for the four-day
event included a tour of Gladstone
Pottery Museum, a look around
Middleport Pottery and the
Emma Bridgewater factory as
well a guided tour of the historic
hostelries of Burslem.

■ For more details about the
Heritage Open Days and to start to
plan for 2014 visit www.heritage
opendays.org  

SEVERAL events are being staged by
the city council as it promotes local
democracy again this year. Children
and young people from schools and
colleges across the city are being
invited to two special half-day events
being staged during Local Democracy
Week from 14-20 October.The idea is
to help them understand how the
council works.

Part of the council’s wider annual
programme of local democracy
opportunities, a Young Persons’ Debate
is being staged in the Council Chamber
while elected councillors are also being
invited to go back to school to explain

their role and responsibilities.
City Council Leader Councillor

Mohammed Pervez said: “It was great
to see so many young people
engaging in the Local Democracy
Week last year and making their voice
heard.

“We want this year to be even better
and I very much hope that the offer will
be taken up by as many education
providers as possible.”

To book a school or college visit call
01782 234988 or for more information
contact the Councillor and Civic
Support Team on 01782 232751or visit
stoke.gov.uk/localdemocracyweek

Promoting local democracy

Open Days celebrate
diverse heritage

THE city council sent civic
well wishes to a Bavarian
Mayor as he celebrated a
milestone birthday.

Council Leader
Mohammed Pervez wrote
to Dr Siegfried Balleis Mayor of
Erlangen in Germany, Stoke-on-Trent’s
twinned city, to congratulate him on
his 60th birthday. Dr Balleis, pictured,
has worked with the council to build
links in areas including education,
environment, health care and
economic development.

Jim Wogan,
a member of

Friends of Chatterley
Whitfield, gave guided

tours of the former
colliery site as part of

the Heritage Open
Days event.

Where
City?

FOR the chance to win a Samsung digital camera –
courtesy of Kier Stoke – have a go at our fun photo
competition called Where in the city?

Below, are three pictures showing close-up
images of parts of three building in Stoke-on-Trent
which are all playing a part in regeneration.

All you have to do is the name the buildings –
and send your answers with your name, address
and contact telephone number by email
ourcity@stoke.gov.uk or post to:

Where in the city competition,
FREEPOST Our City
Deadline for entries is 31

October. To give a little
help in identifying the
buildings, there is a clue
with each photo.

Win a digital camera
in fun competition

A great place to start or end a journey.

An education establishment for the future.

Top notch construction training.

in the

A

B

C
Well wishes
to Erlangen

Sponsored by:
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HARD-PRESSED
families across
Stoke-on-Trent

are set to save on their
fuel bills now the city
council is upgrading
hundreds of homes as
part of an £8 million
energy improvement
programme.

The council is spending
£4.5 million from the
Government’s ECO Go Early

project on a range of council
property upgrades and bidding
for a further £3.5 million to
carry out work on 500 private
homes in Northwood.

External wall insulation is
being fitted to 168 steel-framed
houses, which were built in
Trent Vale and Chell Heath in
the 1940s and 50s.

A total of £600,000 has also
been earmarked for new
windows, doors, upgraded
boilers, soffits, fascias, gutters

and canopies to all council
properties that need them.

Eight blocks of 342 council
owned flats in Union Street
and Bucknall New Road in
Hanley will get external wall
insulation while three of these
blocks will also be in line for
new roofs and stairwell glazing.

It brings the total amount to
£31 million that the council
has now ploughed in to energy
efficiency upgrades to 38,000
properties since 2008.

Councillor Andy Platt,
Cabinet Member for Green
Enterprises and Clean City,
said: “Energy prices and fuel
poverty are a real issue for
hard-pressed families.

“We are working to deliver a
massive step change in the
environmental performance of
the city’s housing stock.

“Energy efficiency is vital in
helping people keep warm and
cut their bills.

“Stoke-on-Trent is right at
the forefront of change and we
take energy security really
seriously. We are in the top 10
per cent of cities in the UK in
home energy improvement.”

Cabinet Member for
Housing, Neighbourhoods and
Community Safety, Councillor
Janine Bridges, said: “This is
about more than houses. These
are people’s homes.

“We have listened to the
people of Trent Vale and Chell
Heath. They said they would
prefer to have their old homes
upgraded and that’s what
we’ve done. We want to create
homes people can be proud
of.”

HUNDREDS of homes are
undergoing refurbishment
as part of a £4.7 million
programme to upgrade city
council properties in Fegg
Hayes.

The six-month project will
see work completed across
the whole of the estate,
which includes 30 streets
and more than 470
properties.

Improvements will include
repairing and replacing
roofs, soffits, fascias,
rainwater pipes, external
doors, kitchens, bathrooms
and central heating. Other
measures such as hard-wired
smoke alarms, door canopies
and security lighting will
also be introduced.

The area will be given an
overall uplift with external
painting and introducing
works such as driveways and
hard-standing for cars where
possible.

Councillor Janine Bridges,
Cabinet Member for
Housing, Neighbourhoods
and Community Safety, said:
“This project sees us using a
new approach by focusing
on a particular location
rather than concentrating on
one type of repair.

“This way, we can make
sure everyone feels included,
try to raise aspirations and
improve the environment for
all residents. Encouraging
people to take pride in their
estate will help to reduce

antisocial behaviour and
vandalism, which will cost
the local authority less
money in the long run.”

● Council tenants have
been reminded the phone
number for reporting
housing repairs has changed.

The new hotline, 01782
234100, replaces the 0844
number brought in two years
ago to cope with demand.

Kier Stoke, the council’s
housing partner, now reports
98 per cent tenant satisfaction
with the repairs service and
the number of calls has been
cut dramatically.

Resources have been
channelled to create the new
hotline, which costs tenants
less to call.

£8m project to
cut fuel costs

Bucknall resident Howard
Lowe at his home which has
been made more energy
efficient with the installation
of external wall insulation.

Keith and Beryl Findler
outside their bungalow in
Cotterill Grove, Burslem,
which has had solar panels
installed to cut fuel bills as
part of previous investment in
energy efficiency measures
for council housing.

Mrs Dorris Poole is pictured in front of her
council home in Ecclestone Place, Fegg
Hayes, which has had improvements as
part of the estate refurbishment
programme. She is talking with Kier Stoke
Electrician Steven Cuthbertson.

£4.7m scheme to upgrade
Fegg Hayes housing estate
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EUROPEAN UNION
Investing in Your Future

European Regional
Development Fund 2007-13

LIFE was hell for a
Potteries pensioner
until a suspected

crack den was closed down
as part of Operation
Nemesis – the long-running
police fight against drug
dealers.

Addicts had been calling at the
council flat in Meir at all hours
for well over a year when
residents decided enough was
enough.

The pensioner, who lives
nearby, said: “People were coming
in cars all the time, day and
night.You could tell they were
drunk or on drugs. It got to the
point where I just wanted to go.”

Police, acting on the suspicions
of the community, searched the
flat involved and though no actual
drugs were found, forensic tests

revealed traces of cocaine and
ecstasy throughout the premises.

Based on the evidence,
magistrates granted police a
closure order to put the flat out
of use for three months.

The pensioner, said: “I kept
calling PCSO Gemma Price to
tell her what was going on and
give her car numbers. Gemma
was absolutely brilliant. She was
a reassuring presence as we went
to court.

“It’s been heaven since the flat
was closed down. There’s no loud
music, no bangs and I can sleep
at last.”

● Anyone with information on
drug supply or use in the city
should contact Staffordshire
Police on 101 or the independent
charity Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Taking a
hard line
on drugs 

PCSO
Gemma Price

talks with a local
resident outside the

flat at Meir which 
was being used as 

a drug den.

Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership in
partnership with TyreSafe Organisation are
raising awareness to the importance of
keeping your tyres properly inflated.

The theme for this year’s campaign is PSSST!

Keeping your tyres properly inflated is essential
for your safety on the road. Not only will
correct tyre pressures reduce the risk of

suffering a dangerous high speed blowout, but
it will also give you better handling and
braking.

What’s more, correct inflation means your tyres
will last longer, you’ll use less fuel and you’ll
even reduce your impact on the environment.

Check your tyres at least once a month or
before any long journeys.

October  is  Tyre
Safety  Month

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION LOOK AT WWW.STAFFSSAFERROADS.CO.UK

October  is  Tyre
Safety  Month
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Astate-of-the-art control room 
dedicated to making 
Stoke-on-Trent a safer city 

is now operational.
The city council’s brand new CCTV

command suite features a cutting-edge array of
high definition screens, remote controlled
cameras and radio equipment.

It replaces the city’s former CCTV centre
with faster, flexible and more reliable
technology that can be used to tackle problems
as they happen or just moments after they are
reported.

The nerve centre also provides a direct link to
Staffordshire Police and security staff across
Stoke-on-Trent.

Staff have access to a network of 258 cameras
positioned across the city that acts as a visible
deterrent against crime and antisocial behaviour
and also helps catch criminals or low-level
offenders, such as fly-tippers, red handed.

On average police will use footage captured
by the cameras over 750 times a year as
evidence to snare criminals and secure
prosecutions.

The cameras monitor traffic on major roads
throughout Stoke-on-Trent and are positioned
in train and bus stations, town centres and
shopping areas in residential areas.

Hotspots
A further 18 rapid deployment cameras,

which transmit footage through the same 3G
network used by mobile phones, can be quickly
stationed at crime hotspots or in response to
demand from the local community.

City Council Leader Mohammed Pervez said:
“This excellent new facility, which combines the
experience and know-how of our staff with the
very latest technology, will be a vital tool in our
joint efforts with the police to make our city
safer.

“It will provide real benefits for our residents
and local businesses.”

The tailor-made CCTV command centre
forms part of a £4.98m investment from the
council in customer services, community safety
and essential back-up services.

The room is manned around the clock,
365-days-a-year, with up to five operators sat 
at fully interactive workstations.

Hi-tech CCTV centre makes
whole city a safer place

CCTV 
Manager 
Jason Handy
tests the 
cutting edge
technology.
Inset above, an
eye in the sky in
the City Centre.
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MEMBERS of the public are
being urged to help
professionals tackle the
growing problem of child
sexual exploitation.

This horrific form of child
abuse can involve any
young person from any
background and can happen to both 
boys and girls.

Professionals working to protect children
and young people are appealing to the
community to be aware of some of the 
tell-tale signs that a child may be being
groomed for sexual exploitation and to
alert professionals of their concerns.

The abuse could be part of a seemingly
consensual relationship or in return for
attention, affection, money, drugs, alcohol
or somewhere to stay. It can happen 
face-to-face and online.

Abusers are often
controlling and manipulative
and try to isolate their victims
from their friends and family.
They often put their victims in
dangerous situations and
force them to do things they
don’t want to do.

Signs include but are not limited to
unexplained gifts, going missing, hanging
out with groups of older people, drug and
alcohol misuse and repeat sexually
transmitted infections.

Carole Preston, Safeguarding Children
Board Manager for Stoke-on-Trent, said:
“Child sexual exploitation continues to be a
concern locally as well as nationally.

“Professionals are working really hard to
tackle exploitation and raise awareness but
we are reliant on the community to work
together with us. Information on potential

abuse can be crucial in making sure action
is taken as soon as possible in order to
prevent a concern becoming a crisis and a
child or young person becoming abused
and exploited.

“Child protection is everyone’s
responsibility – if you see something that
you think is suspicious, please do not
hesitate to seek advice.”

Help and advice is on hand for children,
young people, parents and carers who want
to discuss their concerns.
● For more information, visit
www.safeguardingchildren.stoke. gov.uk
where you will find a range of contact
details for support and advice both locally
and nationally.

You can also contact: Base 58: 01782
286862, Savana: 01782 221005 or
Advice and Referral Team: 01782 235100
for advice and support.

Public urged to help by looking out
for signs of child sexual exploitation

www.safeguardingchildren.stoke.gov.uk

PLAY equipment at a
city park is set to be
upgraded with money
obtained by Stoke-on-
Trent City Council from
housing developers.

The £144,000 cash
pot will pave the way
for a complete
overhaul of the
children’s play area at
Bucknall Park.

The cash has come
from Section 106
agreements secured
on three development
sites in the City Centre.
Although it is still safe
to use, Bucknall Park’s
play area is now 
out-dated and is in
need of a modern day
refurbishment.

Councillor Andy
Platt, Cabinet Member
for Green Enterprises
and Clean City, said:
“I’m sure this news will
be welcomed by the
community and we will
now be working in
partnership with the
Friends of Bucknall
Park group to find out
what sort of play
equipment people
would like to see
installed at the park.”

Reverend Nigel
Evans, chairman of the
Friends of Bucknall
Park, said: “We want
the park to be
something which the
whole community can
enjoy and this news,
coupled with the
wildflower meadow
which is being created
at the park, is going a
long way to achieving
that.”

Cash pot
to boost
play area

Information on
potential abuse
can help the city
council and its
partners protect
young people.
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INDIVIDUALS, groups
and residents’ associations
are being urged to make

use of their local parks and
green spaces by taking part in,
or even staging community
events.

A whole host of family
orientated activities are arranged
each year, from large-scale
parades and carnivals attracting

thousands, to walking groups and
knitting clubs which work on a
much smaller scale.

Laying on events in parks, or
other recreational spaces can help
to reduce antisocial behaviour –
including costly acts of vandalism
– and also assists in creating a
feeling of ownership in the
facilities.

People who want to stage a
community event can get in touch

with one of the city council’s
parks liaison officers who will
help to arrange it.

The member of the public will
be given a community events
application pack which includes
all the details needed to stage an
event – as well as information on
public liability insurance and
health and safety advice.

Carol Gibbs, council Strategic
Manager Environment, Waste,
Fleet and Enforcement, said:
“Parks and the green spaces are
there for the use of all the people
of Stoke-on-Trent and visitors to
the city. Many now have Green
Flag status – demonstrating the
excellence of the facilities – and
we have attracted Heritage
Lottery Funding which has
help regenerate and develop
facilities too.

“The parks are very much
a community hub and we
encourage people to take
part in or even stage events.
There is evidence to show
that when community
events are staged antisocial

behaviour incidents go
down in parks and green
spaces and this is a
positive trend we are
looking to expand on.”

● For more
information about

upcoming events, contact
details for parks liaison
officers or to apply to 
hold an event, visit
stoke.gov.uk and click on
events.

TWO more city parks have
achieved prestigious Green Flag
status. The national awards,
handed out by environmental
charity Keep Britain Tidy,
recognises and rewards the best
green spaces across the country.

Burslem Park and Fenton Park
are the newcomers and have
joined Longton Park, Park Hall
Country Park and Carmountside
Crematorium, which have
retained their Green Flags.

Councillor Andy Platt, Cabinet
Member for Green Enterprises
and Clean City, said:“This is truly
fantastic news for everyone in
the city.

“Stoke-on-Trent is one of the
greenest cities in the UK with
more than 1,380 hectares of
park and open spaces and a lot
of time and effort has gone into
our parks over recent years.

“We are now starting to see
the results of this hard work by
gaining national recognition
with awards like these and it
doesn’t get much better than
that.

“Two of the key pillars of our

Mandate for Change are making
this city a great a place to live
and promoting independence
and healthy lives and having
fantastic open spaces which can
be enjoyed by people of all ages
are essential to both of those.”

A Green Flag flying overhead
is a sign that the space boasts
the highest possible standards,
is beautifully maintained and
has excellent facilities.

Green Flag Award Scheme
Manager Paul Todd said:
“Quality green spaces are
absolutely essential to happy,
healthy communities. They are
fundamental to our quality of
life, whether in cities, towns or
villages. That is why it is so
significant that we have given
out more awards than ever
before.”

Mike Watson, Chairman of
Burslem Park Partnership, said:
“The awarding of a Green Flag is
truly the icing on the cake and
reflects the many years of hard
work that have gone into
transforming the park into the
fantastic facility it is today.”

Make the most of parks
and green spaces

Leah Yates, aged 11,
scales the climbing

wall at a Bentilee
Park open day.

Two more parks are flying the prestigious Green Flag

Olivia Brooks, left, and Hannah Tideswell, both aged 11,
experience the “drunk goggles” as part of the Buzz Buses drugs
and alcohol education initiative at the Bentilee Park open day.

Five-year-old Tyler
Crabbie has his face

painted at the open day.

Celebrating the Green Flag award are, left to right, Burslem Park Partnership Secretary
Dianne Cornes,Volunteers Pat Roberts and Nathan Johnson, and Partnership Chairman
Mike Watson with the Green Flag in front of the park’s restored pavilion.
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NEWLY-LAUNCHED
Neighbourhood Justice
Panels being piloted in

Stoke-on-Trent are proving so
successful that they are
currently being rolled out
across the country.

The panels bring victims of
low-level crime and antisocial
behaviour face-to-face with the
offenders involved as part of a
restorative justice process. The
idea is that offenders fully
understand the harm they have
caused and make meaningful
amends.

Delivered by the charity Victim
Support in partnership with
Staffordshire Police and other

agencies, each panel is led by a
fully trained community
volunteer.

The Minister for Police and
Criminal Justice Damian Green
has already been to see the work
of the panels himself.

Inspector Mat Derrick, the
Integrated Offender Management
Operations Manager for
Staffordshire Police, said: “We’ve
been holding panels for the last
three months – we’ve had 30
across Staffordshire and 10 in
Stoke-on-Trent.

“We’ve not had a single case
where the offender has come to
police attention since the panel or
where the victim has had cause to
call us back about their

complaint. In that sense it’s
proving incredibly successful.”

Libby Nock, Victim Support’s
Restorative Justice Co-ordinator,
said: “It’s so important for victims
to have a say in the resolution of
the crime.

“Victims are the ones often the
most impacted upon by the crime
or incident that has taken place
but the people often most
marginalised by the justice
process. Neighbourhood Justice
Panels give them back a voice and
put them at the heart of the
justice process.

“The panels have been very
successful so far and we are
seeing promising victim and
offender satisfaction rates.”

Staffordshire Police Assistant
Chief Constable Julian Blazeby
said: “Many partner agencies
already recognise the value of
restorative justice when dealing
with conflict and harm in
communities.

“Often the best way to repair
harm and reduce further
problems is for the parties
involved to meet and work
through what has happened.

“Neighbourhood Justice Panels
enable this to happen in a
structured way. Panels are a free
resource, available to any agency
working in communities to
resolve conflict and harm caused
by crime and antisocial
behaviour.”

VANDALS had been breaking
windows at a terraced
property in Shelton. Police,
investigating the landlord’s
complaints, caught the boys
involved using mobile phone
footage of some of them in 
the act.

A Neighbourhood Justice
Panel brought the victim, the
boys and their parents
together.

Landlord Martin Lawrence
said: “When I was invited
along to the panel, I thought
why not. If it makes them
understand what they’ve done
then it’s worth a try.

“When we met up I told
them how brassed off I was
and about the cost
implications. They were really
sheepish. They were told if
they did it again they would
have a criminal record.

“It lasted about half an hour
and at the end I thought it was
worthwhile.

“I thought it was a different
approach and better than
marching them up to the
police station where they’d
only get a caution. The proof
of the pudding is in the eating
and I haven’t had any windows
smashed since then.”

The father of two of the boys
involved, said: “My first
thought when I was contacted
was – this is different. I was
worried about the boys
getting a criminal record with
them being so young but I
thought they had to
understand what they had
done.

“We arranged to meet the
landlord and they were
frightened. The landlord gave
his perspective and my boys
apologised and said they were
sorry and that they wouldn’t
do it again.

“They made a mistake with a
group of friends and it got out
of hand. To damage anything
or anyone is not right. They
learned their lessons. I found
the panel very useful. Meeting
the victim made my boys
understand.”

THE city council’s Family Information
Service has been relaunched – making it
even easier to access vital information that
will give children the best start in life.

The new Family Information Service Hub
offers detailed advice on a comprehensive
range of subjects from parental rights,
entitlements and childcare (including free
Early Education for two three and four year
olds) to behavioural issues, healthy lifestyle
and parenting programmes; as well as

providing information on the huge range
of local self-help groups, support groups,
organisations and other services available
to families.

Advice is free, tailored to individual
needs and aimed at families with children
and young people from birth up to the age
of 19. The new-look hub offers assistance
through a number of traditional and online
avenues.

People can seek help at their children’s

centre or call the dedicated hotline 
01782 232200 and they can log onto the
stoke.gov.uk/fish and email
fish@stoke.gov.uk. In addition, to access
the most comprehensive online directory of
family services in the city, people can
directly log onto stoke.gov.uk/fish/directory

People can also follow the service on
twitter@stokefish or through Facebook by
searching for Stoke Family Information
Services.

Jane Fallows, council Early Years
Childcare Sufficiency, Access and
Information Manager, said:“This re-launch
makes our comprehensive service even
easier for parents and professionals to
access the support or advice they need.

“We have consulted both our target
audiences – families and professionals who
work with children and families – to
develop the hub and their feedback played
a major role in shaping the services.”

Landlord met
up with young
boys who
smashed his
windows

New-look family information advice hub relaunches

FACE-TO-FACE:
Victim Support

Restorative Justice 
Co-ordinator Libby 

Nock supervises a panel
meeting between an

offender and his
victim.

Scheme brings offender
and victim face-to-face

Our City p15  20/9/13  10:47  Page 1



16 Our City A U T U M N  2 0 1 3 A U T U M N  2 0 1 3 Our City 17

FIVE new or regenerated
schools – brimming with
the latest technology and

learning facilities – have
opened as part of an exciting
£270 million programme
which is transforming
education in the city.

The state-of-the-art venues flung
open their doors to pupils and
teachers at the start of September as
part of the Building Schools for the
Future (BSF) programme.

A total of 18 school rebuilding
projects are being undertaken. This
latest phase marks an investment of
around £90 million and takes the
completed number to 14 – all on time
and in budget.

Features include the installation of
the very latest ICT facilities at all
schools, along with unique classrooms
and top of the range sports pitches
and equipment.

Some are brand new venues, which
replace one or more ageing high
schools, while others breathe new life

into existing buildings. Wherever
possible local companies, employees
and apprentices have been used to
carry out the work, helping to boost
the city’s economy and keying into
Mandate for Change.

BSF Strategic Manager Tracy
Penrose-Gould said: “It is fantastic to
see these schools finished and pupils
and teachers using them.

“We have a great working
relationship with our contractors and
the completion of these latest
schemes on time and to high quality
is a testimony to the partnership
working between individuals and
organisations involved in the city’s
programme.

“I am really proud that we have
been able to give local people –
including apprentices – employment
opportunities and we will see the
payback for our investment in terms
of the economic and educational
benefits it brings to the city. These
buildings have transformed the areas
of the city they are built in and instil
a lot of pride in the area.”

ST PETER’S ACADEMY
A £24 million facility for 1,200 pupils
of secondary school age constructed
by Thomas Vale. It is on the former
site of the Sixth Form College in
Fenton next to Fenton Manor Sports
Complex Centre.

Sponsored by the Diocese of
Lichfield and the Woodard Trust, the
new Academy replaces the former St
Peter’s and Berryhill High Schools
and will link in with the University
Quarter, particularly the new Sixth
Form Centre.

The new iconic building is split
into Chapters – or faculties – and

includes a 1,300 capacity sports hall,
a synthetic turf sports pitch and
upgraded grass playing fields.

DISCOVERY ACADEMY 
Built on the site of the old Willfield
Education Centre, Bentilee, the £23
million school, which replaces
Mitchell High and Edensor
Technology College, can
accommodate 1,200 pupils, aged 11
to 16.

The distinctive-looking building,
constructed by Wates, boasts a brand
new entrance road reconfiguration
and a host of top-of-the range sports

facilities. The Academy is sponsored
by Stoke on Trent College.

ORMISTON HORIZON
ACADEMY
This is a brand new school at Chell
sponsored by the Ormiston
Education Trust that replaces James
Brindley High.

The new building accommodates
1,050 pupils and has cost £20.5
million. It is built by Balfour Beatty
and features a 4D ICT teaching and
learning classroom. The old James
Brindley building is in the process of
being demolished and replaced by a

multi-use games area and extra car
parking.

ST THOMAS MORE 
CATHOLIC COLLEGE
The College has been regenerated 
as part of a £9.5 million project to
provide a brand new entrance area,
new hall, classrooms, administration
and ICT facilities together with
refurbishing the existing gym and
sports barn and improving car
parking.

Wates are the construction partner
and the school is supported by the
Archdiocese of Birmingham.

KEMBALL SPECIAL SCHOOL

A £12 million new-build project
constructed adjacent to the
Ormiston Sir Stanley Matthews
Academy, Blurton.

Built by Thomas Vale, the
school can accommodate 140
pupils, aged two to 19, with
severe and complex disabilities.

Features include a sensory
room, an adapted gym , a
hydrotherapy pool and an
adventure play area. Brand new
ICT facilities have been installed at
all these schools by RM, the city’s
Managed Service contractor.

Hi-tech schools are set to
TRANSFORM EDUCATION

Summary of the five latest completed projects at a glance

The multi-level hall at St Thomas
More Catholic College.

The central atrium at the St Peter’s Academy.

The stunning “4D” room at the
Ormiston Horizon Academy

which gives students a hi-tech ,
interactive learning experience.

The main entrance
to the St Peter’s
Academy.

The frontage of St Thomas
More Catholic College.

General
Foreman Alan

Norton prepares
the hydrotherapy
pool at Kemball

Special 
School.

The
Discovery

Academy is set
in landscaped

grounds.

The
state-of-

the-art gym at
the Discovery

Academy.

The
stylish

frontage of 
the Ormiston

Horizon
Academy.

■ Watermill Special School, which
will replace Middlehurst School in
Chell. The new building will cater for
140 pupils with special educational
needs and will open in January
2014 adjacent to Ormiston Horizon
Academy.

■ New-look Excel Academy,
previously Holden Lane High
School and Sports College in
Sneyd Green, will also open in the
New Year.

■ The final phase of work on St
Margaret Ward Catholic College in

Tunstall will be complete next June.

■ Next September, pupils will move
into the newly-built Abbey Hill
Special School in Longton.

The remaining
four BSF projects:

The new Kemball Special School.
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FIVE new or regenerated
schools – brimming with
the latest technology and

learning facilities – have
opened as part of an exciting
£270 million programme
which is transforming
education in the city.

The state-of-the-art venues flung
open their doors to pupils and
teachers at the start of September as
part of the Building Schools for the
Future (BSF) programme.

A total of 18 school rebuilding
projects are being undertaken. This
latest phase marks an investment of
around £90 million and takes the
completed number to 14 – all on time
and in budget.

Features include the installation of
the very latest ICT facilities at all
schools, along with unique classrooms
and top of the range sports pitches
and equipment.

Some are brand new venues, which
replace one or more ageing high
schools, while others breathe new life

into existing buildings. Wherever
possible local companies, employees
and apprentices have been used to
carry out the work, helping to boost
the city’s economy and keying into
Mandate for Change.

BSF Strategic Manager Tracy
Penrose-Gould said: “It is fantastic to
see these schools finished and pupils
and teachers using them.

“We have a great working
relationship with our contractors and
the completion of these latest
schemes on time and to high quality
is a testimony to the partnership
working between individuals and
organisations involved in the city’s
programme.

“I am really proud that we have
been able to give local people –
including apprentices – employment
opportunities and we will see the
payback for our investment in terms
of the economic and educational
benefits it brings to the city. These
buildings have transformed the areas
of the city they are built in and instil
a lot of pride in the area.”

ST PETER’S ACADEMY
A £24 million facility for 1,200 pupils
of secondary school age constructed
by Thomas Vale. It is on the former
site of the Sixth Form College in
Fenton next to Fenton Manor Sports
Complex Centre.

Sponsored by the Diocese of
Lichfield and the Woodard Trust, the
new Academy replaces the former St
Peter’s and Berryhill High Schools
and will link in with the University
Quarter, particularly the new Sixth
Form Centre.

The new iconic building is split
into Chapters – or faculties – and

includes a 1,300 capacity sports hall,
a synthetic turf sports pitch and
upgraded grass playing fields.

DISCOVERY ACADEMY 
Built on the site of the old Willfield
Education Centre, Bentilee, the £23
million school, which replaces
Mitchell High and Edensor
Technology College, can
accommodate 1,200 pupils, aged 11
to 16.

The distinctive-looking building,
constructed by Wates, boasts a brand
new entrance road reconfiguration
and a host of top-of-the range sports

facilities. The Academy is sponsored
by Stoke on Trent College.

ORMISTON HORIZON
ACADEMY
This is a brand new school at Chell
sponsored by the Ormiston
Education Trust that replaces James
Brindley High.

The new building accommodates
1,050 pupils and has cost £20.5
million. It is built by Balfour Beatty
and features a 4D ICT teaching and
learning classroom. The old James
Brindley building is in the process of
being demolished and replaced by a

multi-use games area and extra car
parking.

ST THOMAS MORE 
CATHOLIC COLLEGE
The College has been regenerated 
as part of a £9.5 million project to
provide a brand new entrance area,
new hall, classrooms, administration
and ICT facilities together with
refurbishing the existing gym and
sports barn and improving car
parking.

Wates are the construction partner
and the school is supported by the
Archdiocese of Birmingham.

KEMBALL SPECIAL SCHOOL

A £12 million new-build project
constructed adjacent to the
Ormiston Sir Stanley Matthews
Academy, Blurton.

Built by Thomas Vale, the
school can accommodate 140
pupils, aged two to 19, with
severe and complex disabilities.

Features include a sensory
room, an adapted gym , a
hydrotherapy pool and an
adventure play area. Brand new
ICT facilities have been installed at
all these schools by RM, the city’s
Managed Service contractor.

Hi-tech schools are set to
TRANSFORM EDUCATION

Summary of the five latest completed projects at a glance

The multi-level hall at St Thomas
More Catholic College.

The central atrium at the St Peter’s Academy.

The stunning “4D” room at the
Ormiston Horizon Academy

which gives students a hi-tech ,
interactive learning experience.

The main entrance
to the St Peter’s
Academy.

The frontage of St Thomas
More Catholic College.

General
Foreman Alan

Norton prepares
the hydrotherapy
pool at Kemball

Special 
School.

The
Discovery

Academy is set
in landscaped

grounds.

The
state-of-

the-art gym at
the Discovery

Academy.

The
stylish

frontage of 
the Ormiston

Horizon
Academy.

■ Watermill Special School, which
will replace Middlehurst School in
Chell. The new building will cater for
140 pupils with special educational
needs and will open in January
2014 adjacent to Ormiston Horizon
Academy.

■ New-look Excel Academy,
previously Holden Lane High
School and Sports College in
Sneyd Green, will also open in the
New Year.

■ The final phase of work on St
Margaret Ward Catholic College in

Tunstall will be complete next June.

■ Next September, pupils will move
into the newly-built Abbey Hill
Special School in Longton.

The remaining
four BSF projects:

The new Kemball Special School.
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TWO blocks of city council
flats are being fitted with
water sprinklers as part of

a £150,000 safety upgrade.
A partnership between the council

and Staffordshire Fire and Rescue
Service is the first in the region in
ensuring council-owned flats get the
latest in fire safety technology.

The project starts with 72 flats in
Ashmore Walk and Matthews Walk in
Hanley this autumn. It is being used as
a pilot project for the council, which is
looking at upgrading fire safety in all of
its blocks of apartments.

The two pilot blocks were chosen
because they contain different designs
of flats and bedsits and present an
exciting opportunity to use fire safety
engineering design to improve fire
safety by retrospectively fitting a fire
sprinkler system into existing buildings.

Councillor Janine Bridges, Cabinet
Member for Housing, Neighbourhoods
and Community Safety, said: “We are
absolutely committed to providing
quality homes for our communities and
safety is central to this. Sprinkler
systems are widely used in hotels and

business and have massive
benefits over traditional
passive features like fire
doors. The sprinklers don’t
just limit the fire, they can
put it out.”

Chief Fire Officer Peter
Dartford said: “This is a
forward thinking initiative
that goes far beyond current
legislation for fire safety. This
demonstrates our commitment
to improving the safety of our
local residents, firefighters and
protection of the local
environment.”

Fire sprinklers are regarded as
the safest and most cost-effective
way of ensuring a fire is suppressed or
extinguished before firefighters arrive at
the scene. They can also reduce deaths
and injuries from fire, minimise
damage and reduce the financial cost
and recovery time.

Specialist contractors Project Fire
have been brought in to work with Kier
Stoke to deliver the project. Each flat
should take a couple of days to
complete.

Council Fire Safety Surveyor Will Gascoigne, left, and Staffordshire 
Fire and Rescue Service Fire Engineer Andy Brown with examples 

of the sprinklers which are being fitted in flats at Hanley.
They are pictured outside flats

in Ashmore Walk.

Flats fitted with
latest fire safety
technology
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PROMISING young
musician Tom
Campbell has his

heart set on becoming a
composer – and has
already started down the
path to success thanks
to help from the City
Music Service.

Following impressive 
A-Level results from studies
at St Joseph’s College sixth
form, 18-year-old Tom is
preparing to study
composition at university in
Manchester.

He first got into music in
primary school and spent
several years in City Youth
orchestras perfecting the
clarinet, saxophone and piano.

Tom, who lives in Dresden,
said: “None of my family are
musical, which is strange
because that is how most
musicians get into music. My
music ability really came on

during my time in the City
Youth Wind Orchestra, which
also helped me link up with
other musicians. I am
extremely grateful for
that help because I
don’t think I would
be where I am
today without it.”

Tom has
performed at
Birmingham’s
Symphony Hall, one
of the best concert halls in
Europe, and has just
completed a spell in the band
for the production of Les
Miserables at The Rep, in
Shelton.

“I love music because it is
so rewarding when you hear
the applause from the
audience,” said Tom. “But my
greatest achievement is the
way my composition skills
have improved and I hope to
take that further, maybe into
drama or film.”

TRADING Standards officers seized
more than 16,000 illegal cigarettes
and tobacco during three raids in
Stoke-on-Trent.

The haul was uncovered using
specially-trained sniffer dogs

following an anonymous tip off
from a member of the public

to the city council’s Fakes
Hotline.

Most of what was found
was fake and packaged to

trick the buyer into thinking
they were buying a well-known

brand at a bargain price.

Councillor Janine Bridges, Cabinet
Member for Housing, Neighbourhoods
and Community Safety, said: “People
may think they are getting a bargain
but they are not. Fake tobacco and
cigarettes are made in extremely poor
conditions, with higher levels of toxic
substances, which are harmful and can
seriously damage their health.

“They have even been found to
contain insects, rat droppings and bits
of plastic.

“We are committed to tackling the
illegal tobacco trade and I encourage
the public to continue to report those

involved in selling illegal tobacco
because their valuable information
can significantly aid our investigations
and protect people’s health.”

Last year, over 115,000 cigarettes
and almost 130 kilograms of hand
rolling tobacco were seized in
operations directly as a result of
information to the hotline. Those
found guilty can receive an unlimited
fine and up to two years in prison.

● Anyone with information about
someone selling fake goods should
call 01782 238444.

Anonymous tip off to hotline leads to
officers seizing 16,000 illegal cigarettes

Musician Tom
Campbell practices
on the piano at his
home in Dresden.

City music 
service inspires
BUDDING
COMPOSER

A SCHEME which has helped to improve the
homes of hundreds of vulnerable people,
while boosting dozens of young careers, has
been given the green light to continue.

The Homework Service has provided free
decoration and gardening support for
elderly and vulnerable council tenants over
the last four years.

In that time more than 1,700 residents
have had at least one room in their homes
redecorated, and almost 1,000 have had
their gardens maintained.The Homeworks
team has also created 850 new, low
maintenance gardens.

In another successful outcome, the
scheme has employed almost 300
youngsters (16-18 year olds), with 60 per
cent having moved onto apprenticeships
and other jobs in the local housing sector.

The city council Cabinet has approved
continuing the operation and is looking at
the potential to create a new social
enterprise to provide the service.

The plan is to decorate another 600
rooms, maintain 960 gardens each season,
provide 300 low-maintenance garden
facelifts each year, and introduce a 
re-modelled low-cost soft furnishing service.

Councillor Janine Bridges, Cabinet
Member for Housing, Neighbourhoods and
Communities, said the project had provided
a real boost for individual lives, careers and
the wider community.

She said: “The Homework Service has
been a real success. It has really helped
hundreds of older and infirm tenants who
have difficulty keeping their gardens and
homes in good condition. Good quality
homes are the bedrock of our lives.

“By maintaining people’s gardens and
keeping their homes trim we are also
making a major contribution to improving

neighbourhoods.When neighbourhoods
look good people feel more positive and
happy.

“This project also assists disadvantaged
young people into work, giving them the
skills and experience they need to grow their
confidence and their careers, while bringing
people from different generations together.
This is what community action is all about.”

The service is all part of the council’s
housing service which provides 19,000
high-quality, low-rent homes for local 
people – giving a lead for private sector
landlords to follow.

Successful Homework Service set to continue
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BE bright, be seen –
that is the key
road safety

message issued by the
city council’s Safe and
Sustainable Transport
Team this autumn as
the dark nights draw in.

Children, pedestrians
and cyclists are all being
reminded how quickly
visibility falls during the
winter months and how
fluorescent gear helps them
stand out in the day while
reflective material is better
at night. Tips to stay safe
include:
● Wear high visibility

vests, sashes or
wristbands.

● Clip-on reflectors help
as well as armbands
and stickers.

● Use self-adhesive
reflective strips on
clothes, shoes and
bags.

● Make sure your cycle
lights work – both
front and back.

● Fit pedal and spoke
reflectors.

● A reflective space flag
is a good safety aid.

● Choose well-lit routes
and special pedestrian
crossings.

● At night, try to cross
under a street light.

● Use a torch in areas
where lighting is
limited.

● Always follow the
Green Cross Code.
School Travel Adviser

Sarah Grattage said: “It is
important to make sure
you can be seen all the year
round but when the clocks
change, it becomes dark
earlier. My advice to
children and adults is
simple – don’t get caught
out on your way home and
make sure you can be seen
by car drivers.”

● For more road safety
tips, games and videos,
visit the Tales of the Road
website at www.direct.
gov.uk/talesoftheroad

Bright ideas for
dark nights ROUNDABOUT improvements

at one of the busiest road
junctions in Stoke-on-Trent
are set to reduce accidents
and improve traffic flow.

Due to start at Smallthorne
in the next few months, lane
priorities are to be changed, a
currently under-used
approach lane will be
removed to allow motorists to
pass at a bus stop and overrun
areas are to be installed at
both major islands.

The changes come after a
wide-ranging consultation
asked motorists, cyclists and
pedestrians for the views.

Councillor Ruth Rosenau,
Cabinet Member for
Regeneration, Planning and
Transportation, said: “We
have listened to what the
public have had to say on
safety at the roundabouts and
we believe the options we
have chosen will have a
positive impact on how traffic
moves through the
roundabouts and help reduce
accidents.”

The council has pledged
disruption will be kept to a
minimum and motorists will
be notified well in advance.

I’m two and I get

15 hours free
childcare!

Could you?

To find out about free early education
for 2,3 and 4 year olds call 01782 232200
or visit stoke.gov.uk/beststart

A cyclist in
Stoke-on-Trent
correctly kitted
out for the dark

nights.

EUROPEAN UNION
Investing in Your Future

European Regional
Development Fund 2007-13

Scheme to
improve busy
roundabout
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HOPE and charity are
at the heart of Lord
Mayor Sheila Pitt’s

year in office – spurred on as
she is by personal tragedy
and her passion for
regeneration.

Honoured to be the First Citizen
for 2013-14, she met the Queen
while representing the city at the
Chelsea Flower Show and has
drawn inspiration from the people
she sees during civic engagements.

She said: “So far it’s been
absolutely fantastic. Meeting the
Queen was a high spot. Watching
the Queen’s Royal Lancers march
through the city was very emotional
and I did fill up during my speech.

“The other highlight was seeing
Ellie-Mae Mellor, the little girl who
lost both her legs to meningitis,
walk around Northwood stadium
to raise money for her local church
to help pay for repairs. That was a
tear jerker. She’s a real inspiration.”

Sheila has been touched by
tragedy herself and that gives her a
deep empathy for her chosen
charities this year – the British
Cardiac Patients Association, also
known as The Zipper Club, and

Douglas Macmillan Hospice.
She said: “I’ve had a triple heart

by-pass myself and my son Richard
died aged 48 of a heart attack while
living in Malaysia with his family.
My daughter Dawn was 54 when
she died last year at the Dougie
Mac. She’d only been diagnosed
with cancer six weeks before.

“The Dougie Mac really looked
after us so it would mean a lot to
me to support the good they do.”

Support for Sheila herself, the
councillor for Bentilee and
Ubberley, comes from her husband
Barry, her official Consort during
her year in office. She also has the
love of her wider family of six
grandchildren, a step-daughter, a
step-grandson and a great
grandson.

The family keep her positive as
she carries out her official duties,
determined to promote
Stoke-on-Trent and bring hope to
people facing tough economic and
difficult private challenges.

“Good things are happening in
this city through regeneration so
I’m fully optimistic for the future.
I just want to bring people the
message that there is hope,” said
Sheila.

HUNDREDS of people are expected
to attend the Service of
Remembrance this year, which
takes place on Sunday, 10 November.

Starting with a wreath laying service at the
Cenotaph in Kingsway, Stoke and including a
two minute silence, there will then be a church
service at Stoke Minster. The Lord Mayor,
Councillor Sheila Pitt, will take the salute at a
march past of individuals and organisations.

She said:“It’s a very important day for us to
pay our tribute to the Armed Forces who have
served us so well over the decades. We have
always appreciated the sacrifices they have
made and that will be reflected when we, as a
city, also sign the Armed Forces Community
Covenant. This covenant officially marks the
city’s on-going commitment to our Armed
Forces and their families and the wonderful
work they do to keep the country safe.”

● See covenant story on page nine

Lord Mayor
has special
empathy
with civic
charities

Stoptober event encourages smokers
not to light up a cigarette for 28 days
PEOPLE are being urged
to stop smoking for four
weeks… in a bid to stub
out the habit forever.

Stoptober is a mass
participation event –
being organised throughout England for
October – aimed at encouraging
smokers to quit by not lighting up for 28
days.

The latest research shows that if
people can stop smoking for that period
of time they are five times more likely
not to light up ever again.

Those who stop will also be able to
experience financial, physical and health
benefits, including a better sense of taste
and smell, and a reduced risk of lung
cancer and heart disease.

In addition, experts from Public Health

England who have
organised the campaign,
say people who quit can
gain an extra week of life
for every 28 days they stay
off cigarettes.

Smokers can also expect to save more
than £150 a month. Last year, the
campaign is estimated to have helped
smokers save £25 million.

Last month, members of the national
Stoptober roadshow team – supported
by the council’s Public Health Team –
visited the city centre to encourage
residents to sign up to the scheme,

People can sign up to quitting at any
time online by visiting www.smokefree.
nhs.uk/stoptober

Support is free and includes a
downloadable stop smoking pack, a

28-day smartphone app, which features
daily updates and quitting advice.There
is also a text service for motivational pick
me ups and links to social media sites, so
participants can interactive with
thousands of others.

For information on the range of local
stop smoking services in Stoke-on-Trent
contact Living Well on 0800 085 0928 or
text StokeQuit to 60777.The campaign,
from Public Health England, says
someone who quits for the whole of
October and does not start again could
gain an extra seven days of life every 28
days for the rest of their life.

Smoking is the UK’s biggest killer, with
more than half of long-term smokers
dying early from a smoking related
disease. More than eight million people
in the UK are current smokers.

Resplendent in her civic robes and chain of office Lord Mayor Sheila Pitt with her Consort, husband Barry.
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Taking the salute at
Remembrance Service
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THERE are almost 240 places in
Stoke-on-Trent where people affected by
the Welfare Reforms can seek help after
charities, churches and voluntary
organisations have joined forces with the
city council, the NHS and other agencies.

The council’s Social Fund Team steps 
in to help people who are in need of
immediate support.

They provide emergency food support
for collection or through food bank
vouchers as well as support to top up
fuel cards in times of crisis. Clothing is
also provided to those in dire straits.

The Housing Team is advising and
supporting 3,000 council tenants
affected by the Bedroom Tax, sometimes
into smaller properties where possible.

From October, Housing Benefit will be
paid to new claimants as part of the
newly introduced Universal Credit.

A total of 14 grant schemes are run by
the council to help people, including the
£2 million spent supporting free school
meals. Businesses are working in
partnership with the council to offer
what support they can.

Manor Bakeries launched a joint
project in August, collecting donations
from staff and delivering them to food
banks to support those in crisis.

For more information on Welfare
Reform, the Social Fund and any support
available, call 01782 234234, email
socialfundteam@stoke.gov.uk or visit
stoke.gov.uk/welfarereform

Plea sent
to PM on
Welfare
Reforms

Nearly 240 places offer help and advice to people hit by the changes 

For more information on benefit changes, visit stoke.gov.uk, email benefitservices@stoke.gov.uk or call 01782 233777
for Council Tax advice and 01782 232982 for Benefits advice.

Welfare Reform Officers are giving council tenants one-to-one advice on basic budgeting and money management,
discussing rent and Council Tax payments, bank accounts, credit unions and Jam Jar accounts. They also have links to

Job Centres and refer to food banks and the Social Fund. You can contact them on 01782 237870 or email
welfarereform@stoke.gov.uk

Chatterbox North Staffs offers free advice on welfare benefits as well as housing and tenancy support. Visit
www.chatterboxns.com

Stoke-on-Trent Citizens Advice Bureau gives free, impartial and independent advice. Call 08444 111444.

Age UK North Staffs gives advice to people over 50 and support on entitlement and form filling.
Call 01782 204995 or email info@ageuknorthstaffs.org.uk

The Saltbox is licensed by the Office of Fair Trading to give debt adjusting advice and debt counselling.
Call 01782 207200 or contact email@saltbox.org.uk

Moneyline – a not-for-profit industrial and provident society – offers loans. Call 01782 206836
or email www.elmline.co.uk

HERE
TO HELP
Advice on
welfare reform

HERE
TO HELP
Advice on
welfare reform

THE city council
campaign over
Government Welfare

Reforms and austerity
measures has been stepped
up as research shows
Stoke-on-Trent is the worst
treated local authority in
England.

Latest figures show the reforms
will see the city economy lose
£128.7 million a year – or £1,491
for every home.

It comes as the council faces
further significant budget cuts on
top of the £77 million already
saved over the last three years and
as benefit caps and the so-called
Bedroom Tax begin to bite.

Council Leader Mohammed
Pervez has again written to Prime
Minister David Cameron and
Local Government Secretary Eric
Pickles spelling out his concern at
the financial restrictions facing
the city and its people.

He said: “The Specialist

Interest Group of Municipal
Authorities points out that
Stoke-on-Trent is the worst
treated local authority in
England, when the sum total of
cuts is calculated. Local shops are
going to feel the pinch. This
comes at a time when the council
has had to make extremely tough
decisions to save the required £77
million over three years.

“We’re faced with the prospect
of further significant cuts again
for 2014-15 and beyond. The
funding restrictions imposed on
us are disproportionate and
unreasonable, particularly
compared to other parts of the
country.

“Over the same three years,
budgets in London and the South
East had a net rise of £285
million but every other region of
the country has shared a net £4.5
billion cut in resource.

“I am concerned at the scale
and speed of the changes. For the
city, they don’t just affect a few

people. They directly affect tens
of thousands of our most
vulnerable people who are now
struggling to live.

“Surely the most in need
should be helped to support
themselves, not forced into
poverty. These changes have
knock on effects too. Our call
centre has been overwhelmed
with calls for help so that people
making general enquiries have
had to wait too long.

“Demand for support services,
not just in the council, but also in
health, the police and voluntary

organisations, has dramatically
increased. We are diverting
funding from other vital services
just to keep pace, money we can
ill afford to move.

“Despite this, the council is
providing direct support to the
most vulnerable and in need and
I am committed to making sure
the council does as much as it can
to help, including showing people
where to get help.

“Stoke-on-Trent is a great city
with passionate local people.
Businesses, communities and
individuals need to pull in the

same direction to support each
other through these tough
economic times and continue to
build our city into a great place to
work, live and invest in.”

A letter from Councillor Pervez
was hand-delivered by Richard
Bowyer, Editor of The Sentinel,
when he attended a Downing
Street reception.

Richard said: “The Sentinel
wants the best for the city so my
visit to Downing Street provided
an opportune moment to get the
voice of our city heard at the
heart of Government.”

Council Benefits
Team Leader Lee

Horwell at the Stoke
Local Centre in Church

Street which offers a
range of help and advice

to people affected by 
the Welfare

Reforms.
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LIFE has been a
challenge for
pensioner Eddie

Brown since a car crash
more than 25 years ago
left him quadriplegic and
in a wheelchair.

But he refuses to let his
condition hold him back and
for two days a week he joins
friends for fun and stimulating
day care activities.

Now 75, Eddie is one of 114
eligible people who currently
enjoy activities commissioned
by the city council from 10
private and voluntary sector
organisations across the city.

Services have been
modernised and personalised
to make them more accessible
and help people remain
independent.

Users are now offered more
choice to suit their needs and
in settings closer to where they
live – such as services delivered
in small groups in a variety of
different community settings or
in a group setting in a
designated day care centre.

People can also be offered
one-to-one support to access
places and communities

important to them. For Eddie,
his twice-weekly trips out really
are a lifeline. Though he has
the support of his own sons, he
likes to meet up with his pals
and appreciates making his
own choices about going
shopping or calling in at a
library.

The former cabinetmaker
said: “I’ve got my own driver
who comes to pick me up and
I spend Monday at a day care
centre in Burslem. We do
quizzes, play cards and I can
even get over to the park. On a
Tuesday I can choose exactly
what I want to do. I can go to
the market, the library,
anything.

“I like both days. There’s a
lot of variety and things to do
to keep the old grey matter
working. It’s good to get out of
the house to mix and socialise.
I’ve made loads of friends.

“My activities mean a lot to
me. If I didn’t get out I’d go
down very quickly, get
depressed. I wouldn’t cope
very well and I’d get
demoralised. I’m really happy
with what I do. The activities
the council provides are
excellent – very good.”

CARERS, their friends and family and

organisations they deal with are being

asked for their opinions on services and

support.

The city council has launched a

three-month consultation looking at

whether the strategic priorities are right

and if there are other priorities that

should be included. Opinions are also

being sought on what services and

support would improve the lives of

carers to enable them to keep a balance

between their caring responsibilities and

their life outside of caring.

Consultation runs until 11 November

and is also open to past carers and

people who may be affected by caring

responsibilities in the future. Responses

will be used to develop the Joint Carers

Strategy 2013-2018 on behalf of the

local authority and Stoke-on-Trent

Clinical Commissioning Group.

Councillor Gwen Hassall, Cabinet

Member for Social Care, said:“Our

commitment to support those who are in

caring roles underpins this strategy. It

focuses on the active involvement of

carers and their representatives.

“As part of our commitment to provide

the highest quality support, we are

constantly reviewing the services and we

want to ensure all the information and

support for carers is relevant and useful.

“I would encourage people to have

their say so we have a strategy which is

helpful and beneficial to everyone

involved in caring.”

Focus groups will be held with

different community and voluntary

organisations across the city.

● More information on the strategy
and how to get involved can be found
online at www.stoke.gov.uk/
CarersStrategyConsultation 

Views sought to help shape future services and support for carers

Activities
are lifeline
for Eddie

Eddie Brown plays dominoes with
Support Worker Dawn Fox at a
day care centre in Burslem.

Public urged to test smoke alarms as
home safety checks are stepped up
REFERRALS for free home fire safety checks

have been stepped up to boost safety for the

city’s older residents.Technicians from

Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service will visit

people in their homes to fit free smoke alarms

and give advice on what to do in the event of

a fire, including the best escape route.

Residents are reminded to check their

smoke alarms by pushing the test button

once a week – and anyone with older

neighbours is urged to pop next door to

help them make the checks.

Head of Risk Reduction Glynn Luznyj said:

“A smoke alarm can save a life, but only if it

works.We’d urge people to get into a routine

of testing their smoke alarms, perhaps when

they are doing their weekly clean, taking their

bins out or even after they’ve checked their

lottery tickets.

“Smoke alarms should be fitted on every

level of the home near to an escape route, for

example on the hallway and landing, and you

should be able to hear them from the

bedrooms.”

● To book a free home fire safety check

call freephone 0800 0241 999.

Home
Fire Risk

Check Technician
Kyle Brookes

demonstrates a
smoke alarm to 

a resident.
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A lifelong interest in pottery led
Andrea Attiata to enrol on a Creative
Ceramics course at Burslem School of
Art. The young mum was able to fit the
flexible course around her childcare
commitments and started to learn
about modelling, glazing and firing
pottery.

At first she didn’t know if the classes
would be for her – or even fit in with
her busy lifestlye as a parent.

But, after seeing her work glazed and
in all its glory, she was given the
confidence to continue and enrol on
other courses too.

Andrea said:“I never thought I
would be able to get to the standard
of the others in the class but I have
really improved.

“I now use the open studio at the
school to continue with pottery. It is
easy to fit in around childcare and I try
to go at least twice a week, sometimes
even more.”

Andrea, who lives in Burslem, has

continued with other pottery and craft
courses. She added:“It has given me
the extra confidence to enrol on other
courses and continue to do something
that has always been of interest to me.

“I’ve been talking to other mums and
my friends and they are showing
interest in the ceramics course too.”

MUM-OF-THREE Rebecca Byrne first
found out about adult learning
opportunities when she attended a local
playgroup at Hope Children’s Centre.
Over the years, she has put her
newly-learned skills to good practice and
is now involved in her own greeting card
making business.

Rebecca, of Sneyd Green, said:“I was at
a birthday party with my 18 month old
child when I was told about the service
by the Community and Economic
Development Officer. I was keen to do
some of the courses she told me about.
By the time the courses had started, I had
had my second daughter and she got a
creche place at the centre while I
attended. Originally, I signed up for

Teaching Assistant, Face Painting and
Card Making courses.

“As my confidence improved, I also
joined the Connect Community group
run at the centre. Collectively, we decided
we wanted to give something back for all
the support and opportunities we had
been given.”

The group looked at a number of
different fundraising ideas and decided
to develop a card making business.

She added:“We are now developing
the business as a social enterprise and
sell our cards through the various
children’s centres in the city.

“The courses have really boosted my
confidence and I am really enjoying
being part of the card making group.”

WHEN Stacey Bennett first started
attending a breast-feeding group at
Treehouse Children’s Centre her
confidence was low.

However, she was encouraged to enrol
on a First Aid course and from there
things began to change.

She went on to complete numerous
Adult and Community Learning courses
including a Confidence Course, Food
Hygiene and Volunteering.

She said: “Originally I wasn’t very
happy and preferred to stay at home. I
found I was a confident mother but not
confident around other people. The
courses have boosted my confidence and
self-esteem and I have enjoyed being
busy and meeting new friends.

“I believe the courses have also helped

with my parenting skills and have really
benfitted my children too.”

With her boost in confidence and
self-esteem, Stacey began volunteering at
the children’s centre café and then at a
café at the Bentilee Neighbourhood
Centre.

Stacey, who lives in Bentilee, added:
“At first I didn’t fancy doing the courses
but was talked into them – I am really
glad that happened now.

“They have taught me new things and
given me ideas how to improve mine
and my children’s lifestyles.

“I am now happy with my life and am
now looking for paid employment. I’d
tell anyone who is not sure about these
courses to just give them a go… they
can change your life.”

New mum’s study
changed her life

Creative ceramics fitted in
around Andrea’s childcare

Learning led to Rebecca helping
to launch card-making business

Stacey Bennett with some of the
certificates she has received after
completing Adult Community
Learning courses.

Rebecca Byrne, right, and fellow card maker Emma Liddell with a selection of their cards.

Andrea
Attiata at work
on her Creative

Ceramics Course at
Burslem School of Art.
Inset left, Andrea with

her five-year-old
son Youssef.
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THERE’S an exciting range
of Adult and Community
Learning subjects to cater

for everyone’s taste – from Art
for Beginners, Photography or
Craft to First Aid, Computers
for Beginners or Dressmaking.

Courses meet a whole host of
requirements, including qualifications
that can help towards employment,
boost confidence or simply be enjoyed as
a pastime. Many courses are five weeks
or less and are flexible enough to fit
around family commitments.

They are offered through more than
130 community venues, including
schools, libraries, community centres
and children’s centres.

A range of accredited qualifications,
from Apprenticeships and Foundation
Learning to Family Learning workshops
and a wide-range of city council Adult
Learning opportunities are offered, with
the list of courses expanding all the
time.

Councillor Shaun Pender, Cabinet
Member for Education, said: “Our aim

is to ensure that everybody has the best
possible chance to enjoy learning and
gets the most from our courses.

“People who enrol will receive
learning support – if required – and
learn in safe and comfortable
surroundings in venues that are
accessible to everyone in the city.

“Not only will people benefit from
high quality teaching but they will have
their progress and achievements
recognised at every step of the way. The
courses are also a great way to boost
confidence, meet new people or set off
on the right track towards volunteering
or employment.”

For more details about courses and
Adult and Community Learning, call
01782 234775. Alternatively, email
adult.learning@stoke.gov.uk or join the
Facebook group at www.facebook.com/
AdultLearningStoke

For an up to date list of courses,
including prices and duration, visit the
city council website at stoke.gov.uk and
follow the links for adult learning.

Great courses
to cater for
every taste

Adult
and Community

Learning competition
winner Zoe Cheadle 

with one of her striking
images which helped her

scoop first prize in a
photographic competition

organised by the ACL
Engagement 

Team.
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INDUSTRY and community support continues to
grow for the Longton-based Centre for
Refurbishment Excellence – the not-for-profit
national training centre for green retrofit skills in
the construction industry.

CoRE has welcomed hundreds of students,
delegates and professional tradesmen, all eager to
learn the very latest building refurbishment skills at
workshops and master classes, since it opened in
April this year.

Industry focused events have been staged at the
world-class facility to share best practice on energy
saving and the refurbishment of historic buildings.
As a unique conference venue, it also recently
hosted major pottery industry showcase CERAMICS

2013 as well as staging its annual heritage open
day to celebrate local industrial history.

CoRE is a joint project involving the city
council, Stoke on Trent College and built
environment specialist BRE. It now has
sponsorship backing from energy, building and
heating industry heavyweights Eon, Honeywell,
Balfour Beatty and Eric Wright Construction.

Local-born Chief Executive David Pierpoint said:
“CoRE is moving to the next level, as an
architecturally stunning venue, a living example of
low energy refurbishment and a demonstration and
conference centre that is now delivering
exceptional events for the retrofit industry, business
organisations and the local community.”
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AMBITIOUS plans for a second
factory at Wade Ceramics are
being developed now the
project has won financial
backing from the
government’s Regional
Growth Fund.

The company was awarded
a “significant” sum towards
the cost of an additional plant,
allowing it to expand its
product range and create
extra jobs.

Wade specialises in
porcelain decanters for the
spirits industry and has an
annual turnover of £15
million. The 203-year-old
company already employs 200
people at the £7.5 million
factory it moved into in 2010.

The factory is equipped with
the latest in robotic
manufacturing equipment
and the Regional Growth Fund

cash will allow Wade to further
invest in new technology.

Production capacity on site
has already risen from 65,000
items a week to 100,000 with
demand growing, particularly
in the US where a big new
product launch has just taken
place in New York.

Managing Director Paul
Farmer said: “It’s going to be
two and a half years before
the new site is fully
operational. We would
hopefully give ourselves an
opportunity to increase
production by anything
between 80 and 100 per cent.

“It will create a significant
number of new direct and
indirect jobs for the local area
because all of our raw
materials come from
Stoke-on-Trent and the
surrounding area.”

AROUND 850 new
jobs are set to be
created now the city

council has won £4 million in
government funding to
support innovation and
growth.

Grants, available until March
2015, will create 350 high-skilled
jobs, 500 indirect positions and
safeguard a further 300 posts –
all part of the council’s City
Deal pledge to support business.

Subject to a City Deal with
Government being signed, the
funding from the Regional
Growth Fund will benefit
entrepreneurs and companies
specifically working in the
applied materials, renewable
technologies, energy and

ICT/digital media industries.
A panel is now being set up to

decide on grant applications. It
will consist of members of the
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire
Local Enterprise Partnership
(LEP), who backed the bid, the
city and county councils,
Staffordshire and Keele
universities and business experts.

Councillor Paul Shotton,
Cabinet Member for Economic
Development, said: “The money
will bridge the so called ‘funding
valley of death’ between the
invention and commercialisation
of new products, materials and
techniques.

“It will help manufacturers
develop their prototypes and get
them to market quicker than at
present with most of the

manufacturing done here in
Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire.
We’ll deliver this through tailored
advice, guidance and mentoring
support and by improving access
to finance through grant and
equity funding.

“Applicants will have to meet
essential criteria including job
creation – this is the key
requirement because we want to
bring jobs to the area.”

LEP Chairman Ron Dougan
said: “It’s fantastic that the
LEP-backed city council bid has
been approved and demonstrates
its quality and visionary planning
to support regeneration.

“We now look forward to the
funding making a real difference
as these projects get off the
ground.”

Grants will help
create 850 jobs

Funding to support
second factory plan

CoRE Chief Executive
David Pierpoint at the
entrance to the centre’s
eyecatching building.

A bird’s 
eye view of a

section of the robotic
production line at
Wade Ceramics’s
hi-tech factory at

Festival Park.

Porcelain
decanters 

used in the spirits
industry are Wade’s

main export
product.

Training centre attracts backing
from leading national companies
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DOZENS of keen growers entered the council’s
Pride in Our City Garden Competition following
hard on the heels of Stoke-on-Trent’s silver
medal success at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show.

There were four categories: Schools,
Communities, Businesses and Householders.
Entrants were judged on their creativity and
the environmental benefits of their gardens for
wildlife. Cabinet Member for Green Enterprises
and Clean City, Councillor Andy Platt – a judge
and a keen gardener – said: “It was brilliant to
see so many people clearly committed to
creating healthy habitats for wildlife in the
heart of our city.”

Winners were awarded £100 in garden
tokens to be spent at Trentham Garden Centre.
Trentham Gardens also donated a special prize
to top private garden winner David Scarratt of
Bentilee – a year-long pass to the top
international horticultural attraction. The
winners and runners up in each category were:

SCHOOLS:
Winner: Burnwood Nursery, Chell Health.
Commended: John Baskeyfield CE School,
Burslem.

BUSINESS:
Winner: The Bird Garden Gallery, Hanley.
Commended: Hylands, Fenton.

COMMUNITY:
Winner: The Limes Sensory Garden in
Thornburrow Drive, Penkhull.
Commended: Reginald Mitchell Court, Hanley;
Joiners Square Residents Association, Hanley;
Gresty Street Community Garden, Penkhull.

HOUSEHOLDERS:
Winner: David Scarratt, Bentilee.
Commended: Rita Bryan, Packmoor; Jane
Dumigan, Packmoor; Janet Dale, Goldenhill;
Mary Bennett, Sandyford; Jenny Taylor, Norton
Heights; Maureen Turner, Longton.

GREEN fingered gardeners
across Stoke-on-Trent are
celebrating success in the city

council’s annual Allotment Awards.
Judges from the National Vegetable

Society spent two-days checking a shortlist
of more than 90 council-owned plots before
handing out the plaudits.

The Kingsfield Road allotments at
Basford picked up three top awards  – Best
Small Site, Best Lady Gardener for Joan
Rawlins and Best Plot overall for
co-tenants Albert Cooper and Kath Trevor
who cultivate fruit, vegetables and flowers,
making them the best individual gardeners
in the city.

Runners up for Best Gardener were
Robert Reardon and Peter Niklin, both
from Cauldon and District allotments who
came second and third.

Albert Cooper first started gardening on
his allotment with former New Vic Theatre
director Peter Cheeseman, who died in
2010. Albert said: “It was a wasteland when
Peter and I first started gardening here in
1998 – a right dump – so I’m delighted it’s
now Best Small Site.

“I’ve got Peter’s picture up in my shed so

when Kath and I won for the plot he used
to work on I did think of him.”

Fenpark Road allotments picked up two
awards – Most Improved Site and Best
Newcomer for novice gardeners John and
Helen Wilshaw. Best Large allotment went
to Heron Cross at Fenton.

Councillor Andy Platt, Cabinet Member
for Green Enterprises and Clean City, said:
“Everyone’s done really well but I have to
say the allotment holders at Kingsfield
Road and Fenpark Road really have moved
heaven and earth to get their sites into the
condition they are now.

“Fenpark Road have implemented some
innovative water saving measures that show
how our allotment sites can make a real
contribution to the quality of the
environment.”

The council is the third largest local
authority provider of allotments in the
country with 76 sites containing 3,500
plots.

■ Anyone interested in renting an
allotment should contact 01782 234234 or
go to stoke.gov.uk and follow the
allotment links.

Judges pick
allotment
champions

Best gardens
competition
winners
announced

A city council scheme 
designed to improve antisocial
behaviour and housing
management standards of
landlords in Stoke-on-Trent has
been so successful it could now
be extended to other areas.
Selective licensing introduced
in 2011 required landlords to
apply for a licence and their
properties had to be inspected
by Environmental Health
Officers to make sure they met
minimum standards.

The scheme already covers
more than 900 homes in the
Bond Street and Pinnox Street
areas of the city and could now
be extended to parts of
Cobridge and Fenton.

Councillor Janine Bridges, the
Cabinet Member for Housing,
Neighbourhoods and
Community Safety, said:“Where
landlords neglect their
properties or fail to take
reasonable steps in tackling
tenant ASB, it creates instability
and a lack of community. Good
quality homes are the building
blocks of a great community
and a prosperous future.”

A consultation has now been
launched. To contribute, call
01782 236107 or email
selectivelicensing@stoke.gov.uk

Winner of the
Best Household
Garden category
David Scarratt
pictured in his
oustanding
garden at his
home in Bentilee.

Licensing
scheme
consultation

Best
Plot winners

Kath Trevor and
Albert Cooper with
the trophy in their

allotment at
Basford.
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VOLUNTEERING opportunities
are available at a community
group. Bentilee Volunteers is
looking for people who can
help with their work,
providing services to over 50s,
11 to 19-year-olds and people
with learning disabilities, or to
lend a hand at their charity
shop or furniture resales
project.

In return, the group can
help to build a volunteer’s
skill base and provide
experience and references to
potential employers.

Manager Tom Simpson
said: “We also have a
volunteer-supported
computer suite that people
can use for job searches and
to enhance their computer
skills for free – volunteers are
also welcome to use or help
with this facility.”

■ For more information
call 01782 234614.

NORTHWOOD Residents’ Association is
one of a number of similar groups in the
city working on bids to provide more
activities for young people in the area.

They are applying to the lottery
grants programme ‘Awards for All’ for
funding to host StreetGames sessions
at Northwood Park and Northwood
Stadium. The programme aims to make
sport accessible to young people in

disadvantaged communities, improve
their self-confidence, health and
wellbeing and reduce antisocial
behaviour.

Chairman John Birch said:“We held
similar sessions a couple of years ago
and they were well attended. They
proved to be a great way to get
youngsters off the street and to channel
their energy into something positive.

“The scheme also gives members of
the community the chance to learn
coaching skills. We hope we are
successful in our bid.”

The group has been campaigning for
traffic safety measures in Keelings
Road. Committee members have been
working to get a pedestrian crossing
installed after residents raised concerns
about speeding vehicles.

Acommunity café aimed
at bringing residents
together has proved so

successful in Shelton that
another has been launched in
Longton.

Derrick Wallace founded Other
Cultures in Shelton in January
last year and transformed the
former Hawkesmore pub in
Regent Road into a place for
residents to socialise, relax and
hold group meetings.

It is open to members of the
community and is also used by
groups for the elderly and
unemployed and by Business
Enterprise Support.

Following outstanding
feedback since the launch in

March, Derrick has now opened
another café serving drinks and
snacks at Longton Community
Church.

He said: “There is a real buzz
about the café in Shelton. Quite
often the door will be open and
people will come in – we don’t
know who they are but they know
all about us.

“A lot of people say it is a
beautiful place with a good
atmosphere – almost like a home
away from home. To open a café
in Longton as an extension of
what we do has been fantastic.”

Both cafes are run by young
volunteers who staff the Shelton
café on Thursday to Tuesday and
open the Longton venue in
Caroline Street on Wednesdays.

A new residents’ association has been
formed to bring together people on the

Trentham Lakes estate.
Around 20 people attended the

first meetings of Trentham Lakes
Residents’ Association voicing
concerns about antisocial
behaviour, football fans parking on

the estate on Britannia Stadium
matchdays and a proposed nearby
housing development.

Residents were given help to set the
group up by the city council’s Local
Matters team, which is now supporting
members to put together an action plan.

Glenn Hammond, who chairs the
group, said:“It is still early days for the
residents’ association but we have
already been able to provide
information on how to find out the latest
on plans for a housing development on
Stanley Matthews Way and we are
looking at what options there are to
help residents who have problems with
Stoke City fans parking near their homes
on match days.”

● To join, call Glenn on 07957 994057.

Funding bid to provide more activities for young people 

Extending
the café
cultures

Community
group seeks
new volunteers

Trentham Lakes
residents form
new association

Here’s to another successful Other Cultures café at Longton – Founder Derrick Wallace, centre, Andy King,
right, – Pastor of Longton Community Church where the café is based – and customer Mike Selby toast the
new venture with a cup of tea.

Pictured in Willowfield Drive discussing the issue of street parking on Stoke City
match days are, left to right,Trentham Lakes Residents’ Association member
Simon Hall, Secretary Debra Hill and Chairman Glenn Hammond.
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HUNDREDS of people
have taken part in
consultations over a

series of stunning wildflower
meadows in the city.

Eight green space sites have now
been chosen for the Blooming Stoke
project which will sow the seeds for
further environmental and ecological
improvements.

Spearheaded by the city council and
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, the
initiative will build on the city’s
credentials as one of the greenest in
the UK.

Pollen-rich meadows will help to aid
the survival of flower-friendly insects
including bees and butterflies and
boost biodiversity.

The eight sites are Bradeley Fields,
Brookwood Drive at Meir, Bucknall
Park, Florence Meadows, Fenton
Road Greenway, Grange Park, Meir
Park (off Grindley Lane) and
Westport Lake.

Work has now begun to grow the
meadows which, once established, will
blossom into sites with thousands of

colourful wildflowers. Grass will be
cut two to three times a year and
paths mown more regularly. However,
the council will continue to litter pick
to alleviate any problems.

Councillor Andy Platt, Cabinet
Member for Green Enterprises and
Clean City, said: “We are very excited
to be involved in this project. These
meadows will not only have positive
benefits for insects but will also look
stunning in the communities they are
created in.

“This also keys in to our Mandate
for Change commitment to make
Stoke-on-Trent a great place to live.”

Competitions and events such as
Pride In Our City and the Annual
Allotments Awards (both featured in
this issue of Our City) complement
the wildflower meadow drive by
encouraging people to cultivate
gardens that attract pollinating insects.

Wild summer events have also been
staged to encourage people to develop
more of an interest in wildlife.

● For more details visit www.staffs-
wildlife.org.uk/page/blooming-stoke

MESSAGES from 1,500 
Stoke-on-Trent residents will feature
on a new community sculpture.
Golden, a 20 metre high steel piece of
artwork, will be installed at
Chatterley Valley this autumn and
feature around 1,500 hand-blown
glass prisms, each containing a
different handwritten wish, memory
or hopes for the future from members
of the community.

The sculpture has been designed
by award-winning international artist
Wolfgang Buttress and will include
LED lights, which will shine at night.
New pathways and benches are being
put in around the site to make it
accessible. A book will also be
compiled so people can read the
messages featured inside the
sculpture.

Project Manager Paul Bailey, city
council Culture and Events Manager,
said:“Stoke-on-Trent has always been
a place that values fantastic design
and this is going to be a major piece
of art for the city.

“The artist responsible for it has
had his work installed all over the
world and it is a real privilege to get
him working here. Local communities
are the major stakeholders in any
piece of public artwork and
community involvement has been an
important part of this project.”

The artwork has been funded
through planning agreements
secured following developments in
Chatterley Valley.

Dot Matthews, Secretary of Tunstall
North Residents’ Association, said:
“The sculpture is beautiful and I think
people will be amazed by how iconic
it will be.

“Most of the people in Tunstall
have enjoyed getting involved with
it.”

Megan Ryan, Chairman of Nash
Peake Residents’ Association, added:
“Golden will be Stoke-on-Trent’s
version of the Angel of the North and
help to put Tunstall on the map. I
hope it will also bring investment to
the city and boost the economy.”

TWO of Stoke-on-Trent City
Council’s flagship empty home
regeneration projects have been
praised in a national architecture
award – cited as excellent
examples of how to deal with
upgrading period homes in a
conservation zone.

The eco-refit of traditional but
empty terrace homes in the city
was one of only three entries
nationally to get a highly
commended in the Architects
Journal Retrofit Awards.

The refurbishments in Balfour
Street, Hanley and Port Street and
Burgess Street, Middleport, have
been showcased as examples of
how to creatively regenerate
industrial terrace houses to 
create modern and comfortable
eco-friendly homes.

Leek based ctd Architects
designed the schemes for 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council.

The projects involved the
complete internal and external
upgrading of 59 terrace houses,
maintaining their period features
externally while transforming
levels of comfort and energy
efficiency inside.

The two schemes cost a total of
£3.4 million which was sourced
from national Government funds.

Works included top rated
energy saving features such as
new double-glazed sash windows,
new insulated tiled roofs and
chimney pots to match the
originals, internal wall and floor
insulation as well as energy
efficient boilers and kitchen
appliances. All the houses
achieved the Eco Homes Excellent
rating – the official government
recognised quality standard.

Cabinet Member for
Regeneration Ruth Rosenau said
the award demonstrated the city’s
ability to fuse the past and the
future.

“We are busy delivering a wide
range of projects to revitalise the
city’s traditional housing stock to
meet a wide range of needs.
Energy efficiency and quality of
life go hand in hand. We are
protecting our architectural
heritage while meeting the needs
of future generations. We are
recognised by Government as
leading the way and are in the top
10 per cent of councils in the UK
in our action to upgrade housing
energy efficiency,” she said.

The homes are for sale. Anyone
interested in viewing one should
ring Daniel Hulme Estate Agents
on 01782 213347.

Meadows of
wild colour in
communities

Meir Park Councillor Abi Brown
and Councillor Andy Platt,

Cabinet Member for Green
Enterprise and Clean City, visit
the wildflower meadow being

created off Grindley Lane.

Sculpture will be
beacon of beauty         

Leading the way in
housing upgrades

An artist’s impression showing how the Golden sculpture would look at night.
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THE council’s drive to
attract more business
to the city centre is

really starting to create a
sense of change, positivity
and energy.

The Sentinel – the voice of
Stoke-on-Trent for 159 years –
has made a very physical
statement by moving its operation
to the City Centre to join the
burgeoning hub of commercial
energy that promises to transform
the city.

Sentinel Editor Richard Bowyer
has said the move puts the paper
firmly back at the centre of the
city and the community it serves.

There is a real sense of
optimism building as businesses
add their weight to the message
that Stoke-on-Trent is
transforming itself, with a city
centre experience to match its
growing reputation.

Building work has already
begun on a 96-room Premier Inn
on Etruria Road.

It is a £7million vote of
confidence in the city’s future by
one of the UK’s biggest hotel,
conference and entertainment
specialists, Whitbread.

The scheme also includes a
brand new Brewers Fayre pub
and a 160 space car park. It is set
to create another 60 jobs.

A new top flight Vauxhall car
showcase dealership has also
opened up on Clough Street.

Stoke-on-Trent City Council
Leader Mohammed Pervez said
there was a real buzz about the
city centre.

He said: “With these new
businesses moving in, our plans to
move our administrative
operations to a purpose-built

nerve centre will add even more
momentum and energy. This is a
real statement that we have
confidence in our city.

New energy
“Ground preparation works are

now complete and construction
work will get underway this
autumn. The Central Business
District is set to create around
4,000 jobs – including around
400 construction jobs – over 10
years as it expands to include a
number of further office blocks,
hotels, cafes and shops.

“This is all about injecting new
energy and optimism direct into
the city’s economic bloodstream,”
he said.

Councillor Pervez said the
council had been listening to
concerns from other parts of the
city about the focus on the City
Centre, but stressed that every
part of the city would benefit
from growth and new jobs.

“This move is all about creating
the momentum to kick start a
renaissance in the city. If the city
is to compete on the world stage
again, we need a financial 

and business centre where
international commerce feels 
at home. We have to invest in
future jobs, growth and business
and this will benefit the whole of
the city.

“We have massive pride in our
traditions and diversity. That’s
why the city council will maintain
its services and teams in all of the
six towns, including Stoke.

“We know how important the
council’s own operations and staff
are to keeping the towns’ tills
ringing.

“Stoke-on-Trent City Council
has over 60 administrative
buildings many of which are old
and energy hungry. We have taken
the bull by the horns and are
rationalising this property
portfolio – to ensure we don’t
haemorrhage resources in
servicing buildings we don’t need
any more. We have already
realised more than £7 million in
savings and there are more to
come.

“We are continuing to review all
our buildings to ensure that we
focus on redirecting scarce
resources back into our local

communities and into bringing
new business and jobs into the city.

“One thing is for sure – the six
towns all need the power and
influence that a central business
district will generate.

“We need to bring in even more
investment and jobs. In return
investors need the confidence that
this is one city, with a clear
business focus, and one clear
voice.

“We are working hard to get the
balance right; keeping local shops
and neighbourhoods alive while
we power up the heart of the city
to pump new energy into every

part of the community in the
years ahead. And we are doing
this with ever more pressure on
resources.

“We are on the verge of
bursting out into a new age of
business energy and prosperity
But we need to show a unity of
purpose and a common will to
change and embrace that future.
We are listening, we will protect
local interests, but we have to
consolidate and renew to
succeed,” he said.

● Find out more about 
The Sentinel at TheSentinel.co.uk

A pioneering pilot project in the
north of the city is helping
families turn their lives around by
effectively getting to the root of
their problems.

Rebalance Me offers support
by combining the expertise of the
city council with partners, such as
Staffordshire Police, Staffordshire
Fire and Rescue Service, the NHS
and voluntary services. Burslem Local
Area officers work with people to
identify and deal with problems – which
could be related to health, finances or
social issues.

Resolving problems effectively at an
early stage prevents them from escalating
into a more complex set of circumstances.
It also ensures the costs of dealing with
issues is kept to a minimum.

Council Leader Mohammed Pervez met
with members of the community who had
benefited from the project so far, along
with the council officers working on the
project.

He said: “It is crucial that the council
and its partners across the public and
voluntary sectors work as an effective
team to address the issues of families who
may need support in multiple ways.

“The Rebalance Me pilot does just that
and is showing some great results.”

LIBRARIES across the city
have a new resource to help
people who have, live with
or care for someone with a
long-term health condition.

The city council’s library
service has worked with
staff from the charity VAST
and NHS Stoke-on-Trent  to
develop a directory of
self-help and support
groups in the local area.

The groups provide a
setting in which people who
have similar experiences

come together to offer
practical and emotional
support.

They also enable
people to obtain a range
of benefits from learning
new coping skills and
gaining better
understanding of their
condition, to feeling less
anxious and more in

control.
Anyone interested in

finding out about or
contacting a group relevant
to them can view the
directory through the
library service’s website or
by asking staff at any
Stoke-on-Trent library to
access it on their behalf.

Project helps
families turn
around lives

Council Leader
Mohammed Pervez
meets families and
officers who have 

been involved in the
Rebalance Me pilot

project.

Practical
support

Business boost
protects our
local pride

Sentinel Editor Richard Bowyer and Managing Director Michelle Gesell
outside the paper’s new offices. Photograph courtesy of The Sentinel.
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Your
Councillors

Abbey Hulton and Townsend

GWEN HASSALL
(Labour)
07557 848765
gwen.hassall@
stoke.gov.uk

ADRIAN KNAPPER
(Labour) 
07714 334453
adrian.knapper@
stoke.gov.uk

Bentilee and Ubberley

SHEILA PITT
(Labour)
07957 948896
sheila.pitt@
stoke.gov.uk

ALISON WEDGWOOD
(Labour)
07968 477901
alison.wedgwood@
stoke.gov.uk

Hanford and Trentham

TERENCE FOLLOWS
(City Independents) 
(01782) 318127
07944 055379
terence.follows@
stoke.gov.uk

PETER HAYWARD
(City Independents) 
(01782) 644052
07920 835839
peter.hayward@
stoke.gov.uk

Great Chell and Packmoor

JANINE BRIDGES
(Labour)
(01782) 851842
07771 331893/
07717 714205
janine.bridges@
stoke.gov.uk

ANN JAMES
(City Independents) 
(01782) 836766
ann.james@
stoke.gov.uk

Baddeley, Milton and Norton

JACK BRERETON
(Conservative)
07855 916134
jack.brereton@
stoke.gov.uk

Information correct
at the time of going
to press.POSITION

VACANT

DUNCAN WALKER
(Labour)
(01782) 912422
duncan.walker@
stoke.gov.uk

Birches Head and Central Forest Park

PAUL BREEZE
(City Independents)
(01782) 279684
paul.breeze@
stoke.gov.uk

MARK MEREDITH
(Labour)
07717 714020
mark.meredith@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@markmeredith01 

Blurton East

GLENYS WARD
(City Independents) 
(01782) 312670
07922 909545
glenys.ward@
stoke.gov.uk

Blurton West and Newstead

NEIL DAY
(Labour)
(01782) 598844
07796 040002
neil.day@stoke.gov.uk

Bradeley and Chell Heath

GURMEET SINGH
KALLAR
(Labour)
07900 604232
gurmeetsingh.kallar@
stoke.gov.uk

Burslem Park

JOY GARNER 
(Labour)
(01782) 768846 
07986 442770
joy.garner@stoke.gov.uk

Dresden and Florence

SHAZAD HUSSAIN
(Labour)
07899 771815
shazad.hussain@
stoke.gov.uk

Broadway and Longton East

TOM REYNOLDS
(Labour)
07850 828717
tom.reynolds@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@longtontom.

Burslem Central

ALAN DUTTON
(Labour)
(01782) 824051
07982 231567
alan.dutton@
stoke.gov.uk

Boothen and Oakhill

ANDY PLATT
(Labour)
07919 660221
andy.platt@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@CllrAndyST4

Fenton West and Mount Pleasant

KAREN CLARKE
(Labour)
07917 270594
karen.clarke@
stoke.gov.uk

Ford Green and Smallthorne

MATT WILCOX
(Labour)
07810 825600
matt.wilcox@
stoke.gov.uk

Etruria and Hanley

MAJID KHAN
(Labour)
07989 441707
majid.khan@
stoke.gov.uk

Fenton East

PAUL SHOTTON
(Labour)
(01782) 434445
paul.shotton@ 
stoke.gov.uk

Eaton Park

TERRY CROWE
(Labour)
(01782) 269422
07818 044755
terry.crowe@
stoke.gov.uk

Joiner’s Square

ALASTAIR WATSON
(Labour)
07736 837822
alastair.watson@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@CllrActional22

Lightwood North and Normacot

BAGH ALI
(Labour)
(01782) 343246
07973 848428
bagh.ali@stoke.gov.uk

Hartshill and Basford

SHAUN PENDER
(Labour)
(01782) 632104
07825 142327
shaun.pender@
stoke.gov.uk

Hollybush and Longton West

KATH BANKS
(Labour)
(01782) 399759
07790 699379
kath.banks@
stoke.gov.uk

Hanley Park and Shelton

AMJID WAZIR
(Labour)
07747 830461
amjid.wazir@
stoke.gov.uk

Meir Park

ABI BROWN
(Conservative)
07793 844169
abi.brown@
stoke.gov.uk

Meir South

DEBBIE WHEELDON
(Labour)
(01782) 595043
07870 777807
debbie.wheeldon@
stoke.gov.uk

Meir Hay

MUHAMMAD AUMIR
(Labour)
07886 581082
muhammad.aumir@
stoke.gov.uk

Meir North
RUTH ROSENAU
(Labour)
(01782) 501940
07870 503575
ruth.rosenau@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@CllrRuthRosenau

Little Chell and Stanfield

DAVID CONWAY 
(City Independents) 
(01782) 790922
david.conway@
stoke.gov.uk

Sneyd Green

DEBRA GRATTON 
(Labour)
07917 854981
debra.gratton@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@debra_gratton

Springfields and Trent Vale

JACKIE BARNES
(City Independents)
(01782) 845619 /
07813 539410 
jackie.barnes@stoke.
gov.uk

Penkhull and Stoke

RANDOLPH CONTEH
(City Independents) 
(01782) 256869 
07920 835902
randolph.conteh@
stoke.gov.uk

Sandford Hill

OLWEN HAMER
(Labour)
07717 714207
olwen.hamer@
stoke.gov.uk

Moorcroft

MOHAMMED PERVEZ
(Labour)
(01782) 232468
mohammed.pervez@
stoke.gov.uk
Twitter:
@pervezstoke

Weston Coyney

MATTHEW FRY
(Labour)
07826 891801
matthew.fry@
stoke.gov.uk

Tunstall

LEE WANGER
(City Independents) 
(01782) 856712
07971 303729
lee.wanger@
stoke.gov.uk

Goldenhill and Sandyford

MARTIN GARNER
(Labour)
(01782) 768846
martin.garner@
stoke.gov.uk

Information on city councillors was correct at the time of going to press.

For more information on your Councillors go to stoke.gov.uk/councillors
Councillors can also be contacted through the Councillor and Civic Support Team who can
take messages and forward them on. They can be contacted on (01782) 231922 or 231924.

The next meetings of the Cabinet between the 
8 October 2013 and December are as follows:
24 October, 28 November and 19 December 2013.

The next full City Council meetings during 
this time are as follows: 17 October and 
5 December 2013.

FORTHCOMING PUBLIC MEETINGS AT THE CIVIC CENTRE, STOKE:
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Contact us by mail at FREEPOST Our City or by email at ourcity@stoke.gov.uk or telephone 01782 236703

Our City is published by a partnership of Stoke-on-Trent City Council, Staffordshire Police and Staffordshire Fire and Rescue 

Web: stoke.gov.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/
stokeontrent.citycouncil
Twitter: @SoTCityCouncil
twitter.com/SoTCityCouncil
Tel: 01782 234234

New non-emergency number: 101
In an emergency always call: 999
Web: www.staffordshire.police.uk 
Facebook: facebook/staffordshirepolice 
Twitter: @staffspolice
YouTube: YouTube/staffordshirepolice

Free Home Fire Risk Check: 0800 0241 999
For all other enquiries: 08451 221155
In an emergency always call: 999
Web: www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk
Twitter: twitter.com/staffsfire
Facebook: facebook.com/
staffordshirefireandrescueservice

Information in Our City correct at the time of going to press.
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THOUSANDS of
people cheered on
their pedal power

heroes as Olympic
Champion Sir Bradley
Wiggins led off the cream
of the world’s cyclists for
Stage 4 of the Tour of
Britain which started in
Stoke-on-Trent.

The four-time gold medalist,
wearing the race leader’s gold
jersey, raced alongside the likes
of Mark Cavendish – who
eventually won the Fourth
Stage in a nail-biting sprint
finish – and Columbian
sensation Nairo Quintana in
the country’s biggest road race.

The 118-mile leg saw over
100 cyclists from 19 teams set
off from the Potteries Museum
& Art Gallery before heading
into Wales and a final push to
Llanberis in Snowdonia.

The stage marked the sixth
consecutive year that the race
has visited Stoke-on-Trent, and
Wiggins’ golden performance
in the Tour was a major draw
for thousands of cycling fans
who flocked to the city.

It was also a great day for
young members of the North
Staffordshire-based Lyme

Racing Club who were given
the honour of leading out the
riders at the start of the race.

City Council Leader
Mohammed Pervez – who
presented Bradley Wiggins with
a specially-designed ceramic
vase by local potter Anita
Harris – said: “The quality of
riders who lined up in
Stoke-on-Trent and raced
through our streets was truly
world class. For thousands of
fans it was a very special
occasion to see Sir Bradley
Wiggins wearing the race
leader’s jersey for the first time
in our city.

“Cycling is a really important
part of our city – we have more
than 100 miles of cycle routes
and we encourage residents to
ride bikes for sustainable travel
and as part of a healthy
lifestyle.”

The Stoke-on-Trent to
Llanberis Stage was televised
and seen by millions of people
around the country and the
rest of the world.

A large press contingent
was part of the big

crowds at the start in the
City Centre.

Wiggo stars as Tour
shines in the city

Lord Mayor Sheila Pitt waves the
flag for the city with her Consort,

husband Barry, by her side.

Team IAM sign in on the podium.

Cycling
superstar

Bradley Wiggins
leads the world-class

field at the start of
Stage Four in

Bethesda 
Street.

Youngsters from Lyme Racing Club junior
section proudly display their British
Cycling Go-Ride award, presented in

recognition of the commitment of the
club’s volunteer organisers.
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